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The first round of success stories

W

Nikita Shastri points out that in the first round, there was a remarkable participation from citizens 
across cities and over 1.5 crore people participated in shaping the smart city plans. This was appli-
cable to 97 cities and towns that took part and the biggest achievement of the entire exercise was a 
forthcoming and productive participation from the aware and active citizens of the country.

Bhubaneswar city

hen the Government of India launched the Smart 
Cities Mission in June 2015, there were several 
objectives including ‘promoting sustainable and 

inclusive cities that provide core infrastructure and give a decent 
quality of life to its citizens, a clean and sustainable environment 
and application of ‘Smart’ Solutions.’

 The Smart Cities Mission was launched to further the 
vision of developing an area within cities in India as model areas 
based on an area development plan, which is expected to have 
a rub-off effect on other parts of the city and nearby cities and 
towns. The cities for the mission are selected through the Smart 
City Challenge. As part of this challenge, participating cities 
compete in a nationwide competition to obtain the benefits from 
this mission. 

 All Indian states and Union Territories participate in the 
Smart City Challenge by nominating one city for the competition. 

The five-year programme will result in financial aid being given 
to these cities from the central and state governments between 
2017 and 2022. The idea being that the results of these initia-
tives will start showing from 2022 onwards.

 On 28 January 2016, the government announced the 
20 winners of the Smart City Challenge competition for financing 
during that financial year. Present at the occasion was the- then 
Union Minister of Urban Development M Venkaiah Naidu who 
announced the winners of the challenge. Announcing the cities 
during the programme, the minister said that the winners were 
from 11 States and the Union Territory of Delhi and the ‘selec-
tion was totally objective and transparent based on standardised 
processes.’

 This was the first time ever, not just in India, but in the 
entire world that investments in the urban sector were being 



The winning cities and towns

Advantages of the challenge

About the winners
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Successful solar projects in Pune

made based on competition that had selected the cities. Being 
the premier event of the mission since its launch, it was a special 
occasion.

 Union Minister M Venkaiah Naidu said that Smart City 
Mission marks a ‘paradigm shift towards urban development in 
the country since it is based on ‘bottom up’ approach with the 
involvement of citizens in formulation of city vision and smart 
city plans and the Urban Local Bodies and State Governments 
piloting the mission with little say for the Ministry of Urban 
Development.’

 In the first round of the competition, there was a 
remarkable participation from citizens across cities. More than 
1.5 crore people had participated in shaping what would be 
called the smart city plans. This was applicable to 97 cities and 
towns that had participated in the first competition of the 
mission.The biggest achievement of the entire exercise was a 
forthcoming and productive participation from the aware and 
active citizens of the country.

 In the first competition of the Smart City Mission 
launched by the Government of India, three cities from Madhya 
Pradesh, two each from Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil 
Nadu, Gujarat, Maharashtra and Rajasthan and one each from 
the remaining five participants made it to the winning list. The 
latter five included Odisha, Kerala, Delhi, Assam and Punjab.

 The announcement by the government further stated 
that the 23 States and UTs that could not make to the list of 
winners in this competition will be given an opportunity to 
participate in a ‘fast track competition’ to be held later. There 
were 20 smart cities that were announced in the first round of 
competition. These included, in ascending order of rank:

 Bhubaneswar in Odisha; Pune in Maharashtra; Jaipur 
in Rajasthan; Surat in Gujarat; Kochi in Kerala; Ahmedabad in 
Gujarat; Jabalpur in Madhya Pradesh; Visakhapatnam in Andhra 
Pradesh; Solapur in Maharashtra; Davanagere in Karnataka; 
Indore in Madhya Pradesh; New Delhi Municipal Council in 
Delhi; Coimbatore in Tamil Nadu; Kakinada in Andhra Pradesh; 
Belagavi in Karnataka; Udaipur in Rajasthan; Guwahati in 
Assam; Chennai in Tamil Nadu; Ludhiana in Punjab and Bhopal 
in Madhya Pradesh.

 As part of the competition, the 20 winners i.e., the 20
winning cities and towns had proposed a total investment of ₹ 
50,802 crore over a period of five years. Additionally, sending a 
strong message of collaboration, all the participating cities and 
towns had proposed a model of a Public-Private Partnership 
(PPP). This model is a major vehicle of resource mobilisation 
and of the 20 cities selected in the first round, ten had proposed 
to mobilise ₹ 8,521 crore under the PPP model. Not only that, 
the cities and towns had earmarked a total area of 26,735 acres 
for the Smart City Mission i.e., to make them smart through the 
needed interventions and initiatives.

 Interestingly, the idea of making a Smart City is much 
more than what meets the eye. According to the minister, build-
ing a smart city is not a destination but a series of small steps 
in that direction and with the first smart city challenge, the 
country has taken one such step. The Urban Local Bodies 
(ULBs) are upgrading their approach towards development. 
They are becoming more scientific and resorting to modern 
tools such as SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and 
Threats) analysis.

 One of the biggest advantages of such an initiative was 
the involvement of the stakeholders. So, the 20 cities partici-
pating in the challenge accounted for a total population of 3.54 
crore. Of this, five of the participating units have a population 
below five lakhs each, four are in the range of a population of 
five to ten lakhs, six have between ten and 25 lakhs , four have 
between 25 to 50 lakhs. Of these, Ahmedabad was the only 
participant with a population of more than 50 lakhs.

 Of the 20 winners of the Smart City Challenge comp 
tition for financing in the first year, Bhubaneswar topped the 
challenge among 98 competing cities in India, followed by 
Pune, Jaipur, Surat and Kochi. The winners were marked based 
on the quality of their proposals for financing. The parameters 
included ‘cost effectiveness, citizen participation, feasibility and 
smartness of the proposal.’ 
 
 Bhubaneswar adopted a citizen-centric approach for 
its development as a smart city. The Government of Odisha 
through a government notification in February 2016 constituted 
a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) company named ‘Bhubaneswar 
Smart City Limited’ for implementation of Smart City Proposal of 
Bhubaneswar selected under the Smart Cities Mission 
programme. 

 As part of this initiative, Bhubaneswar Smart City 
Limited (BSCL) is the nodal agency to plan, implement, manage 
and operate the Smart City Development Projects in the area 
falling under jurisdiction of Bhubaneswar Municipal Corpora-
tion.

 In Pune, after winning the first challenge, the Pune 
Municipal Corporation launched several projects under the 
Smart Cities Mission and laid emphasis on water, road, solar 
systems, transport, etc. with a major focus on slum rehabilita-
tion and improvement in public transportation.

 When the announcement of the winners of the first 
round of Smart City Challenge was being made, Venkaiah Naidu 
elaborated on the advantages of the unique mission. The great-
est advantage of the Smart City Mission is that it leads to 
‘integrated urban planning by addressing the issue of infrastruc-
ture, land use planning, transport, urban design and architecture 
in a holistic manner’. The approach is new, unique and promis-
ing unlike the initiatives undertaken earlier.



Smart Cities

A fair chance to all
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Smart and fair opportunities for all
Ruchi Verma throws up numbers to show that the cities that participated in the competition 
improved the quality of smart city plans by up to over 25 percent to become eligible for the selection. 
With the selection of these 13 cities, 25 States and Union Territories were now covered under the 
Smart City.

Vellore :  Citizens hope for better infrastructure in the city

T he winners of the second round of the Smart City 
Challenge were announced in September 2016. In this
round, there was participation from 63 potential smart

cities out of which 27 Smart Cities were selected as the winners 
of the second round.

 As part of the initiative, upon announcing the winners, 
the Government of India announced that these 27 cities will be 
taken up for development as Smart Cities. In the first round of 
the Smart City Challenge, there were 20 winners that belonged 
to 12 states and the funding for these winners was allotted for 
the financial year 2015-16.

 The primary goal of the Smart City Mission is sustain-
able urban development and transformation. After the first round 
of winners was declared in January 2016, in order to give an 
opportunity to all the states and union territories, a special Fast 
Track competition was conducted. This gave a chance to the 

remaining states and union territories that could not be covered 
in the first round and these were given a chance to upgrade their 
proposals.

 Out of the 23 cities, 13 were selected in the Fast Track 
round that was declared in May 2016. Minister of Urban Devel-
opment and Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation M Venkaiah 
Naidu made the announcement of the winners.

 The minister also informed that Lucknow that had 
missed the list of first 20 smart cities in the first round had 
improved the quality of its smart city plan by 19 per cent to 
make it to the select list and top it. Other winners of this Fast 
Track competition were Warangal in Telangana (13 per cent), 
Dharamshala in Himachal Pradesh (27 per cent), Chandigarh (9 
per cent), Raipur in Chhattisgarh (25 per cent), New Town 
Kolkata (11 per cent), Bhagalpur in Bihar (25 per cent), Panaji 



A merit-based selection process

Towards higher levels of development
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by oversight or to further national or foreign agenda in History 
and Heritage Across India and Beyond Borders

 The second round of winners of the Smart City Challenge 
was declared in September 2016. The 27 winners included, in 
ascending order of rank:

 Amritsar in Punjab; Kalyan-Dombivali in Maharashtra; 
Ujjain in Madhya Pradesh; Tirupati in Andhra Pradesh; Nagpur in 
Maharashtra; Mangaluru in Karnataka; Vellore in Tamil Nadu; 
Thane in Maharashtra; Gwalior in Madhya Pradesh; Agra in Uttar 
Pradesh; Nashik in Maharashtra; Rourkela in Odisha; Kanpur in 
Uttar Pradesh; Madurai in Tamil Nadu; Tumakuru in Karnataka; 
Kota in Rajasthan; Thanjavur in Tamil Nadu; Namchi in Sikkim; 
Jalandhar in Punjab; Shivamogga in Karnataka; Salem in Tamil 
Nadu; Ajmer in Rajasthan; Varanasi in Uttar Pradesh; Kohima in 
Nagaland; Hubballi-Dharwad in Karnataka; Aurangabad in 
Maharashtra and Vadodara in Gujarat.

 The task of going through the proposals of participants 
and measuring the proposals against the set parameters was a 
humungous one. The ranking of the 27 selected cities was 
decided on the basis of a rigorous evaluation process done by a 
panel of experts.

 It was entirely a merit-based process where scoring was 
done by the expert panel and then the selection was made based 
on those scores. The 27 cities in the second round of winners 
were selected for financial funding in the financial year 2016-17.

 Based on the evaluations, first the panel of experts suggest 
improvements in the proposal of the selected cities. Second, all 
the smart cities proposals have a committed timeline of actions 
that the cities have to adhere to. The timelines and the progress 
are strictly monitored and in case of any delay, the cities may 
even be asked to exit the Smart City Mission.

 When the Union Minister of Urban Development Venkaiah 
Naidu was announcing the winners, he spoke at length of the 
goals of the mission. He said, as part of the efforts for India’s 
transformation towards higher levels of social and economic 
development, the renaissance of urban sector has been set in 
motion through a paradigm shift in policies and programmes.

 He said, “The new approaches introduced, the new 
churning at the level of urban local bodies and States/UTs, the 
new spirit of competition among cities and states to do better 
than others, the new enthusiasm and vigour being demonstrated, 
the new clarity of thought about outcomes and actions to be 
taken and the new beginning towards urban transformation in a 
more purposeful and holistic manner marked the process of 
urban renaissance.”

 It must be noted that today, in India and around the world, 
the drivers of development and transformation are different from 
what was ten years ago. The world is changing very fast and it is 
essential to keep pace with changing times to ensure 
sustainability and survival.

 So, ‘extensive stakeholder consultations and citizen 
participation, selection of cities based on competition and other 
objective criteria, full autonomy to cities and States/UTs to 
formulate, appraise and approve projects, replacing project based 
sanctions of the past to area and outcome based planning, 
convergence based implementation of schemes and substantial 
enhancement in Central assistance are the major drivers of urban 
revival’.

 Of the many initiatives undertaken under the Smart City 
Mission, the expo has been received very well. Minister of the 
Department of IT in Government of Bihar Jibesh Kumar said, it’s 
time to restart growth in the country with B2B exhibitions and 
trade events by adopting appropriate safety measures to build a 
Digital and Smart India.”  

Chandigarh city

Goa (9 per cent), Port Blair in Andaman &amp; Nicobar Islands 
(26 per cent), Imphal in Manipur (27 per cent), Ranchi in 
Jharkhand (27 per cent), Agartala in Tripura (25 per cent) and 
Faridabad in Haryana (12 per cent).

 Chandigarh Smart City has envisioned becoming a 
leader in liveability, sustainability, equality and innovation. The 
Chandigarh Smart City mission envisions providing for the 
aspiration and needs of the citizens, developing the entire urban 
ecosystem, which represents by the four pillars of comprehen-
sive development i.e., institutional, physical, social and econom-
ic infrastructure and work towards developing such comprehen-
sive infrastructure incrementally adding on layers of ‘Smartness’.

 Port Blair focused heavily on citizen participation and 
underlined an important role of the same in the preparation of 
the SCP. The Andaman and Nicobar Islands administration 
sought views of its citizens for inclusion in the SCP before 
submission to the Ministry of Urban Development. The adminis-
tration provided a forum to its citizens for productive discussions 
emerging out of living experiences, ideas and solutions for issues 
that are faced by the city residents.

 All the participating cities from West Bengal (New 
Town, Kolkata, Bidhannagar, Durgapur, and Haldia) withdrew 
from the Smart Cities Mission when the West Bengal government 
rejected Centre’s ‘Smart City Project’ for obvious political 
reasons.

 The cities that participated in the competition improved 
the quality of smart city plans by up to over 25 per cent to 
become eligible for the selection. With the selection of these 13 
cities, 25 States and Union Territories were now covered under 
the Smart City Mission.



Smart Cities

Water, housing, safety for all
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Round three winners set goals for the future

T

For the third round, 45 cities contested for the 40 available slots but in the results announced at the 
National Workshop on Urban Transformation in Delhi, only 30 cities made it. This was done to 
ensure that upon selection of the cities, proper and effective implementation of the plans can be 
made if there are a reasonable number of cities, says Kriti Kalra.

The Smart Cities Mission was launched by the govern-
ment in June 2015 with the aim of promoting sustainable 
and inclusive cities that provide core infrastructure and 

give a decent quality of life to its citizens, a clean and sustain-
able environment and application of ‘Smart’ Solutions. The 
primary focus of the unique mission is sustainable and inclusive 
development and the idea is to look at compact areas, create a 
replicable model which will act like a lighthouse or a guiding 
light to other aspiring cities.

 It was in June 2017 when Urban Development Minis-
ter M Venkaiah Naidu announced the list of 30 smart cities that 
were winners of round three of the smart cities challenge. The 
third batch of smart cities included Thiruvananthapuram, 
Bengaluru, Patna, Jammu, Shimla and Allahabad. With the 
announcement, the number of cities selected under the project 
reached 90 under the Smart Cities Mission.

 The proposed investment in the 30 cities selected 
under round three was ₹ 57,393 crore. The newly-selected cities 
were to further the Smart Cities Mission by setting examples that 
can be replicated both within and outside the Smart City, 
catalysing the creation of similar Smart Cities in various regions 
and parts of the country.

 The selected smart cities are developed strategically to 
have basic infrastructure and amenities. The Cabinet had 
approved the smart cities plan in 2015, one of Prime Minsiter 
Narendra Modi’s pet initiatives. During the launch, PM Modi had 
said that there will be Smart Cities in every state of the country 
with Uttar Pradesh getting the most, at 13. The number of smart 
cities in a state will depend on the size of the state including its 
population, etc.
 
 Some of the core infrastructure elements in a Smart 
City would include adequate water supply, assured electricity 
supply, sanitation including solid waste management, efficient 
urban mobility and public transport, affordable housing, 
especially for the poor, robust IT connectivity and digitalisation, 
good governance, especially e-Governance and citizen participa-
tion, sustainable environment, safety and security of citizens, 
particularly women, children and the elderly and health and 
education.

 In addition to the above, the strategic components of 
the Smart Cities Mission are city improvement (retrofitting), city 
renewal (redevelopment) and city extension (Greenfield develop-

Karnal city in Haryana



The winning cities

A vibrant, future ready city

Furthering information technology

Leveraging cultural and natural heritage
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ment) and a pan-city initiative in which Smart Solutions are 
applied over a large part of the city for effective implementation.

 For the third round of the Smart City Challenge, there 
were 45 cities that had contested in the challenge for the 40 
available slots. However, when the results were announced at 
the National Workshop on Urban Transformation in Delhi, only 
30 cities were selected. This was done to ensure that upon 
selection of the cities, proper and effective implementation of the 
plans can be made if there are a reasonable number of cities.

 The National Workshop on Urban Transformation was 
held in the national capital on the occasion of completion of two 
years of the Smart Cities Mission, Atal Mission for Rejuvenation 
and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) and Housing for all 
(Urban).

 In round three, the winning cities included the following: 
Thiruvananthapuram, Naya Raipur, Rajkot, Amaravati, Patna, 
Karimnagar, Muzaffarpur, Puducherry, Gandhinagar, Srinagar, 
Sagar, Karnal, Satna, Bengaluru, Shimla, Dehradun, Tiruppur, 
Pimpri Chinchwad, Bilaspur, Pasighat, Jammu, Dahod, 
Tirunelveli, Thoothukudi, Tiruchirapalli, Jhansi, Aizawl, 
Allahabad, Aligarh and Gangtok.

 At this time, the government had also launched a city 
livability index to be based on 79 indicators to monitor the 
development of cities and address gap areas. Speaking on the 
occasion, the Union Minister for Urban Development, Housing 
and Urban Poverty Alleviation, M Venkaiah Naidu said, “We 
want the revival of urban transformation. Smart cities have 
redefined urban discourse in the country.”

 Secretary of the Ministry of Urban Development Rajiv 
Gauba spoke of the impressive progress of the initiative. He said, 
“The work that has been done in the last two years needs to be 
acknowledged. In last three months under the leadership of the 
minister we have visited 22 states to take stock of the missions. 
We are doing things differently this time.”

 The proposed total investment of ₹ 57,393 crore for the 
30 winning cities includes ₹ 46,879 crore for core infrastructure 
development and ₹ 10,514 crore for technology-based 
development. Additionally, 20 cities, including Imphal, Itanagar, 
Meerut and Haldia competed for the remaining ten slots under 
the Smart Cities Mission.

 The proposal submitted by a competing city is also an 
indication of the aspirations of the city and its challenges. 
Gandhinagar, for example, had proposed a vibrant and future 
ready city that provides ‘good quality of life to its citizens by 
providing sustainable infrastructure and services through 
confluence of physical and digital realm’.

 In particular, the proposal had focused on some key 
areas that included – Creating and augmenting physical 
infrastructure that is resilient, sustainable and of best quality; 
Providing social infrastructure that is accessible, affordable and 
of best quality to all citizens of Gandhinagar; Making 
Gandhinagar future ready city while making ‘environmental 
sustainability’ a cornerstone of development.

 On the other hand, Sikkim’s capital Gangtok had stated 
promoting an innovation-driven new age economy as its primary 
goal. Additionally, expanding its Tourism Economy by offering an 
enviable Quality of Life and lifestyle options, in an ecologically 

 The Srinagar Smart City project was approved in the 
third round of the Smart City challenge in April 2017. The 
project comprises two distinct parts that include: Area-Based 
Development with an estimated amount of ₹. 2869.24 crores 
and Pan-City Solutions with an estimated cost of ₹. 765.03 
crores 

 As part of the Srinagar Smart City Limited, a Special 
Purpose Vehicle (SPV) was incorporated on 8 September 2017. 
Srinagar Smart City Limited is governed by the Board of 
Directors with its Chairman, Administrative Secretary, Housing 
and Urban Development Department, Jammu and Kashmir.

 For Srinagar Smart City, the initiative envisions 
‘transforming Srinagar into an eco-friendly, resilient and 
socio-economically vibrant city that celebrates its natural and 
cultural heritage creating harmony and opportunities for all’. It 
aspires to leverage its natural and cultural heritage through 
innovative and inclusive solutions and enhance the quality of life 
for its citizens.

 Here, ongoing projects include Jhelum cruise for tourism 
and transport; Gilsar Lake rejuvenation; Boardwalks, walkways 
and cycle tracks; Conservation of existing shrines; Smart water 
meters; Sports infrastructure; Social Protection Plan and 
Capacity Building; etc.

 Smart City Thiruvananthapuram Limited was a Special 
Purpose Vehicle (SPV) set up for implementation of Smart City 
Mission of the Government of India with a project overlay of ₹. 
1,538 crore when Thiruvananthapuram was selected in the 
third round of Smart City Selection and secured first rank in the 
Smart City Challenge in 2017.

 The proposal that was submitted during the challenge 
had 43 projects aimed at ‘improving basic infrastructure of the 
city and harnessing the use of IT-based solutions’ to make the 
city smart as per the mission.

 The proposed projects intend to improve land use 
efficiency, upgrade basic urban services, further cultural identity 
and heritage, improve resilience and eco-friendliness and 
promote socio-economic inclusiveness.

Srinagar city



A liveable, iconic city
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Smart Cities

Winning cities focus on sustainability
The enterprise behind the Smart City Mission is to promote cities that are providing core infrastruc-
ture and a decent quality of life to its citizens, a clean and sustainable environment and furthering 
application of ‘smart’ solutions. Such a development cannot exclude sustainable and inclusive devel-
opment, avers Vedika Jain.

T he third round of the Smart Cities challenge had the 
largest number of winning cities among all the rounds of 
the competition. The 30 winning cities had submitted 

proposals considering their needs and limitations in terms of 
geographical restrictions, demographics, etc.

 There is no fixed definition of a Smart City and it varies 
from country to country and region to region. It’s important to 
keep the context and the location in mind before developing a 
definition. Also, a Smart City may be perceived differently by 
different people. Even to implement the proposed smart city 
projects, several factors and variables come into play that may 
vary from one zone to another.

 To understand what a Smart City means for a particular 
set of people, it’s important to understand a few things first. 
What is the level of development in the area, what are the 
aspirations of the people of the area, what resources are 

available at their disposal, if there is an openness or willingness 
to bring about change among the majority of the people in the 
area, etc.

 The Smart Cities Mission is also a people-driven mov 
ment and state and local governments have strived to rope in the 
masses, especially the children and the youth, to ensure future 
generations reap the benefits of the work being done now.

 Among the 30 winners in round three of the Smart 
Cities challenge was Rajkot, the quaint town in Gujarat. At the 
time of the proposal submission, Rajkot stated that it envisions 
for it to develop into a smart, liveable and iconic city of Gujarat 
with growth and sustainable development, by leveraging its 
historical strength state of the art infrastructure, delivery of 
services and empowering ecosystems enabling citizens to realize 
their dreams.

Rajkot EYE Way Project



From rural to modern ‘outlook’

Leveraging human capital

Aspiring to be a futuristic town
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Further, as part of the identified goals, the following were listed: 
To develop Rajkot as an international trade and business centre; 
To develop Rajkot as a World Tourism Centre; To develop Rajkot 
as one of the best sports destination in the country; To ensure 
24x7 water supply in the city; A safe and secure Rajkot with 
smart traffic management; To solve the mobility challenge in the 
public transportation systems; To provide affordable housing for 
all; To make it an inclusive city; To promote beautification of the 
city; and, lastly, to make the city and its infrastructure energy 
efficient.

 As part of Pan-City Smart Solutions, Rajkot has 
implemented an Integrated Command and Control Centre (ICC) 
which is a place that gathers all the departments and minds of 
the city using ICT (Information and Communication Technology) 
as a backbone. Presently, under the Rajkot EYE Way Project, two 
ICCs have been installed in the city – one at NANA Mava Circle 
and the other one at the Police Commissioner’s office.

 Haryana’s Karnal city was also among the 30 winning 
cities in round three of the challenge. Karnal, like most cities in 
India, has a great history dating centuries ago. It was used by the 
army of the East India Company as a refuge during the 1857 
Indian Rebellion. Also, the famous Battle of Karnal was fought 
here in 1739 between Nader Shah of Persia and the Mughals.

 For the Smart City Mission, Karnal too laid down what it 
aspires to be – a futuristic NCR town. By leveraging its business 
and research acumen to attract knowledge-based enterprises 
and start-up activities, Karnal aims to achieve its goals. Karnal 
also envisions itself as a more liveable city by focusing on 
diversifying its strengths to create new employment 
opportunities and improving its infrastructure.

 The Smart City plan is based on three core area – 
Diversifying economic development; improving infrastructure for 
a futuristic town; and promoting a responsive e-governance 
system. Karnal’s three strategic pillars are guided by its vision of 
creating a more vibrant, inclusive, resource-efficient and 
technology-enabled future for the city.

 When Karnal was included in the Smart City Project in 
2017, the initial blueprint of Karnal Smart City Limited (KSCL) 
had 57 projects including 40 projects of ₹ 1,022.08 crore kept 
under area-based development on 720 acres and 17 projects of 
₹ 149.75 crore under the PAN City Solutions.

 The city of Pimpri Chinchwad has evolved from a small 
group of villages into a modern city, located near Pune. The city 
is famous as an Industrial Township and also known as the 
Detroit of the East with the presence of many national and 
multinational automobile companies. The Maharashtra 
Industrial Development Corporation (MIDC) is based in Bhosar.

 Not only this, Pimpri Chinchwad is also rich in culture 
and history and is the birthplace of many freedom fighters like 
Chapekar and Halbe. This modern township is also the 
birthplace of Morya Gosavi – the prominent saint of the Hindu 
Ganapatya sect. A Ganesh devotee, his shrine is located at 
Chinchwad. The area was ruled by King Bhoj two thousand 
years ago and the capital of his empire was Bhojapur which is 
now known as Bhosari.

 Due to the proactive and forthcoming efforts of the 
municipal corporation, Pimpri Chinchwad is now a 
‘well-provisioned, progressive city, on the brink of 
transformation’. The efforts have mainly focused on ensuring 
better infrastructure and amenities in the zone. Using the “Smart 
City” platform, Pimpri Chinchwad now envisages to ‘re-defining 
itself into an attractive, vibrant and liveable destination’.

The city aspires to ‘invest in urban “software” that includes 
society, environment, and community - to improve the quality of 
life of its citizens’. This will be done by re-connecting 
Neighbourhoods, re-energizing City-Governance, re-thinking 
Environmental Systems, re-investing in Social Development and 
re-vitalizing Local Economic Development.

 The objective of the Smart City Mission is to promote 
cities that are providing core infrastructure and a decent quality 
of life to its citizens, a clean and sustainable environment and 
furthering application of ‘smart’ solutions. This kind of a 
development cannot exclude sustainable and inclusive 
development. The idea is to examine compact areas, create a 
replicable model which will act like a light house to other 
aspiring cities.

 It’s no secret that the most precious resource is the 
human resource. Mizoram’s largest city and capital city Aizawl 
was established on 25 February 1890. Aizawl’s demographics 
strongly reflect the diversity of the region and comprise the many 
groups of the ethnic Mizo people. Under the Smart City 
Missions, Aizawl had mentioned that it would be an inclusive, 
sustainable and resilient city by leveraging its human capital 
through technology and by celebrating its rich natural and 
cultural heritage.

 Aizawl Smart City Mission focuses on economic 
sustainability, building a resilient environment, improving quality 
of life, strengthening human resources and improving basic 
services. Recently, Aizawl has also been actively participating in 
the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav and involving its citizens in the 
Smart City Projects. Aizawl had organised a Walking Audit for 
Streets for People that was received well by the people. Aizawl 
Smart City Ltd (ASCL) also participated in the airport road 
clean-up programme initiated by the UD & PA department as 

part of the Swachh Bharat Mission. The programme was flagged 
off by Deputy Chief Minister at the Ch. Saprawnga Truck 
Terminal.

‘Walking Audit for Streets for People’ , Aizawl
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Final round ‘smart’ cities to tackle climate change
Kriti Kalra says that for islands in India and across the world, the biggest threat today is climate 
change. She cites the examples of Kavaratti a popular tourist destination famous for its white sand 
beaches and quaint lagoons; as also the vision of Diu Smart City to develop Diu as a zero carbon 
footprint city and to promote it as tourist destination.

I n January 2018, of the 15 cities that had participated in the 
fourth round of the Smart Cities challenge, and had submit-
ted their proposals to the ministry, nine cities emerged as 

 The journey of the winning cities since the inception of 
the mission is an interesting one. In January 2016, for the first 
round, 20 cities were announced as winners under the Smart 
Cities mission. This was soon followed by 13 cities under the 
fast track category and the announcement was made in May 

winners and were selected as part of the final round under the 
Smart Cities Mission. Silvassa that is part of the Dadra and 
Nagar Haveli union territory had topped the list of winners in the 
fourth round.

 The winning cities in round four of the Smart Cities 
challenge included Silvassa in Dadra and Nagar Haveli, Erode in 
Tamil Nadu, Diu in Daman and Diu, Biharsharif in Bihar, Bareilly 
in Uttar Pradesh, Itanagar in Arunachal Pradesh, Moradabad in 
Uttar Pradesh, Saharanpur in Uttar Pradesh and Kavaratti in 
Lakshadweep. Four entries from Uttar Pradesh that included 
Ghaziabad, Rampur, Meerut and Rae Bareli were among the 
cities that were unsuccessful in obtaining the Smart City tag.

 The winning cities had proposed to initiate and further
several ‘smart’ projects that included making ‘smart’ roads, 
cycling tracks, walking paths, smart classrooms, skill develop-
ment centres, rejuvenation of water bodies, upgradation of 

health facilities and pan-city projects like integrated command 
control centres.

 At the time of the selection, the winning nine cities had 
planned a total of 409 projects that would receive 61 per cent 
funding from the Centre and the respective state as per the 
Union Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep Singh Puri. 
The Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs is the apex authority 
of the Government of India at the national level to ‘formulate 
policies, sponsor and support programme, coordinate the activi-
ties of various Central Ministries, State Governments and other 
nodal authorities and monitor the programmes concerning all the 
issues of housing and urban affairs’ in the country.

Kavaratti island – The coral paradise of India



Ensuring climate change resilience

Improving quality of life

Strategic efforts to restore natural ecology
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Kriti Kalra is an activist and field researcher with 
www.thewomansurvivor.com – an initiative of DraftCraft 
International to protect and empower women by bringing on 
one platform the latest on rights and issues, strategic case 
studies, state initiatives and informed legal opinions

 One of the winners in the fourth and final round of the 
National Smart Cities Challenge conducted by the Union 
Ministry of Urban Development, Kavaratti is an island and the 
capital of the Union Territory of Lakshadweep. It’s a census 
town with a population of 11,211 and is also the name of the 
atoll upon which the town stands. For islands, in India and 
across the world, the biggest threat today is climate change. 
Kavaratti is a popular tourist destination and famous for its 
white sand beaches and quaint lagoons.

 The Smart City proposal for Kavaratti was prepared by 
the Centre for Environment and Development, 
Thiruvananthapuram and it laid an emphasis on establishing a 
harmony with nature. The total project cost was pegged  at         
₹ 526.61 crore. 

 ‘Kavaratti is an eco-friendly city co-existing in harmony 
with nature for nurturing a resilient, clean, green and healthy 
environment. Kavaratti is special in its geographical location 
(strategic location), natural beauty, and the lagoons surrounding 
the island with the beautiful Coral biodiversity which makes 
Kavaratti very unique in the country.’

 Kavaratti envisions strengthening its location as a 
transit-oriented island for the remaining islands of 
Lakshadweep. It also aims to promote itself as an ideal location 
for scuba diving and snorkeling and improving the livability by 
making it a climate change resilient island city.

 The ‘Coral Paradise of India’, Kavaratti has envisioned to 
ensure Smart City outcomes with a focus on its fragile and 
unique ecology, strategic location, total health care, increasing 
connectivity between islands and mainland, use of innovative 
technologies and to develop as a zero carbon footprint and 
climate-friendly city. CORAL stands for Conservation, 
Optimisation, Rejuvenation, Accomplishment and Livablilty.

(as per 2011 Census) and 27,220 (as per 2016 assessment) 
and the total number of households stand at approximately 
6,805 households. The Diu municipal council conducted 
preliminary interactions with the stakeholders for sensitization 
on the smart city mission and to obtain preliminary views on 
smart city initiatives. This would help in initiating and 
strengthening the citizen engagement procedure, create a list of 
stakeholders and to put a schedule in place.

 The vision of Diu Smart City is to develop Diu as a zero 
carbon footprint city and to promote it as tourist destination. In 
the process, the focus has to be on preserving its cultural and 
architectural heritage and to enhance the socio-economic 
condition of the inhabitants. The development is to be done in a 
sustainable manner while conserving eco-fragile areas in the 
zone.

 Uttar Pradesh’ Saharanpur envisions improving quality of 
life and leveraging economies of the wooden handicraft and 
other agro industries. Like Diu, Saharanpur also listed its 
priorities and vision for the Smart City Mission by extensive 
engagement with citizens, representatives of various public 
groups such as senior citizen associations, women association, 
government departments and organisations, Indian Industries 
Association, Mandi Samiti, Wood Craft Design and Development 
Society, etc.

 The assessment was also done based on the 
understanding of the city and an evaluation of its needs. 
Considering the profile of the city situated in Uttar Pradesh, a 
SWOT analysis was done and a strategic blueprint was 
generated. The goals of the city were listed following intensive 
brainstorming sessions with urban planners, architects, 
technical experts and stakeholders. The primary goal being 
finding pragmatic solutions to provide a better quality of life for 
the citizens. 

 Secretary of the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs 
Durga Shanker Mishra had said, “The first learning is that cities 
are for people, for its citizens, and not just for corporations and 
bureaucrats. Citizens have demonstrated that they can come 
together to think, aspire, benchmark, and create targets for what 
their city needs to do and what will be best for citizens. The 
main learning from Smart Cities is to identify how to get more 
from less and how to make cities more inclusive. There is no 
definition or specific explanation of Smart Cities.”

 Another winner, Diu of the Daman and Diu union 
territory, had submitted its priorities and needs in its proposal. 
The strategic focus and blueprint for the Smart City Proposal is 
built on three focus areas of economy, society and the 
environment in the following manner - tourism industry 
(economy), local community (society) and natural ecology 
(environment).

 Total population of the Diu Municipal Council is 24,196
(as per 2011 Census) and 27,220 (as per 2016 assessment) 

2016. Then, in September 2016, 27 cities were announced as 
those selected in the second round of the challenge and in June 
2017, 30 cities were announced as winners of the third round 
of the challenge. At the time, the total proposed investment in 
the 99 Smart City Mission would be ₹ 2.03 lakh crore.

 As per the ministry, the key features of the smart cities 
would include the following: Providing equal housing 
opportunities for all; Endorsing mixed land use in area-based 
developments; Preserving and evolving open spaces; Promoting 
a variety of transport options; Providing a new identity to the 
city; Applying smart solutions to infrastructure and services in 
area-based development to expand them; Creating walkable 
localities and reducing blocking, air pollution and resource 
depletion, apart from improving local economy; Making 
governance citizen-friendly, technologically advanced and cost- 
effective.

Diu 
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Rooting for ‘Smart Cities, Smart ‘Urbanization’
The one-of-its-kind mission that provides the right impetus to further India’s growth story and tackle 
the urbanization challenges in a planned and scientific manner, The Smart Cities Mission aims to 
drive economic growth and improve quality of life through comprehensive work on social, economic, 
physical and institutional pillars of the city, informs Anushka Singh

T therefore all the more credible.

 The events declared are already underway and are 
witnessing overwhelming response from citizens, industry, 
academia, public representatives, community organizations 
and startups. The events will culminate in a grand finale of 
‘Smart Cities, Smart  Urbanisation’ conference, where six main 
events will be organised in Surat, the dates of which are yet to 
be decided considering the COVID-19 situation in the country.

 When Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the 
launch of the Smart Cities Mission on 25 June 2015, the main 
objective he said was to ‘promote cities that provide core 
infrastructure, clean and sustainable environment and give a 
decent quality of life to their citizens through the application of 
‘smart solutions’.

 The one-of-its-kind mission that provided the right 
impetus to further India’s growth story and tackle the 

he Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA) of the 
Government of India announced on 11 January 2022 
that it is organising a series of 30 events under Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi’s unique initiative - Azadi ka Amrit 
Mahotsav to commemorate the 75th anniversary of India’s 
independence. During the announcement, Union Minister for 
Housing and Urban Affairs Hardeep Singh Puri formally released 
a brochure themed ‘Smart Cities, Smart Urbanisation’

 Speaking on the occasion, minister Hardeep Puri stated 
that the entire country has come together to celebrate the 75 
years of Independence. He said, “At the time of Independence, 
only 17 per cent of Indians lived in urban areas, while today the 
percentage has more than doubled.”.

 The Ministry’s people-centric strategy covering three 
important dimensions of urban life - Livability, Economic-ability 
and Sustainability, are embodied in all its flagship programmes. 
He said the Government is committed to provide first-grade living 
spaces to its citizens and the contribution of its programmes is 

Livability, Economic-ability and Sustainability, are embodied in the Smart Cities urbanisation strategy



Challenges of urbanisation The ideal template of a ‘smart city’

The Smart expoMobilising human, digital resources
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Anushka Singh works with DraftCraft International as a 
Media Researcher and writes mostly on issues affecting the 
Fourth Estate. She likes reading contrarian literature and 
analysing sources of news

urbanisation challenges in a planned and scientific manner, The 
Smart Cities Mission aims to drive economic growth and improve 
quality of life through comprehensive work on socialeconomic, 
physical and institutional pillars of the city.

 The focus is on sustainable and inclusive development 
and the creation of development models that can be 
implemented easily in other cities. As part of the mission, 100 
cities have been selected to be developed as Smart Cities through 
a two- stage competition. The biggest driving force behind this 
mission was to address the growing problems in India that are a 
result of modernisation and urbanisation.

 The most interesting aspect of this mission is that there 
is no standard definition or template of a smart city. It must, 
however, be based on six fundamental principles, especially in 
the content of India. These principles are: 

 Communities at the core of planning and 
implementation; Ability to generate greater outcomes with the 
use of lesser resources; Cities selected through competition and 
flexibility to implement projects; Innovating methods and 
integrated and sustainable solutions; Careful selection of 
technology which is relevant to the context of the respective 
city; Sectoral and financial convergence.

 Upon selection as part of the Smart City Mission, each 
city would create a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV), headed by a 
full-time CEO, to implement the Smart Cities Mission. The SPV
would ‘plan, appraise, approve, release funds, implement, 
manage, operate, monitor and evaluate the Smart City 
development projects’.

 Each Smart City would have a SPV which will be 
headed by a full time CEO and have nominees from the Central 
Government, State Governments and the ULBs on its Board.

 The Smart City Mission also led to the initiation of Smart 
Cities Expo that integrates transformative technologies with the 
key pillars of urban ddevelopment that includes Green 
Buildings, Clean Energy and Transport, Clean Environment and 
Water. All this for the best and optimum use of resources and 
making urban spaces and cities Smart and Sustainable.

 The Smart Cities India expo was launched in 2015 and 
has today become one of the largest Expo & Conference on the 
subject in Asia. It’s a huge event that enables ‘deeper 
communication and a more practical approach to solving urban 
issues and offers business opportunities for organisations 
working towards making smart cities a reality’.

 Chief Executive Officer, Niti Aayog Amitabh Kant feels, 
“India must cement its position as an integral part of the global 
economy and become a significant cog in the global supply 
chain if we are to grow 9-10 per cent over the next three 
decades. We must strive towards becoming an exporting hub if 
we want to increase our national income and create wealth for 
our people. The government’s ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ initiative 
will go a long way in making India an indispensable entity in the 
global supply chain.”

 Cities are the engines of growth for the economy in any 
country. In India, today, about 31 per cent of the country’s 
current population lives in urban areas. This population also 
contributes 63 per cent of India’s GDP (as per the 2011 Census). 
With increasing urbanisation, the urban areas in India are 
expected to house 40 per cent of the country’s population by 
2030 and, at the same time, contribute a whopping 75 per cent 
to the country’s GDP.

 To be able to manage the exponential growth of the urban 
population in India and to ensure sustainability and livability, 
there is a need for a comprehensive development of physical, 
institutional, social and economic infrastructure - an overall 
development in a sustained and scientific manner.

 Today, quality of life is an important indicator of the 
wellness and prosperity of a nation. The various infrastructures 
mentioned above are extremely important in improving the 
quality of life and to attract people and investments to a city - an 
urban centre. Once that happens, then begins the cycle of growth 
and development and the development of Smart Cities is a step 
in that direction.

 The Smart Cities Mission is primarily being operated as a 
scheme sponsored by the central government. As part of the 
mission, the central government would give financial support to 
the extent of ₹48,000 crore over the next five years of the launch 
of the mission.

 This comes to an average ₹100 crore per city per year. 
Additionally, as part of the mission, an equal amount would be 
contributed by the respective State or the ULB for the projects 
proposed by the prospective smart city.

 If there is a need for additional resources, these would be 
raised by the ULBs through their own funds and grants offered by 
the Finance Commission. There is also scope for raising funds 
through innovative finance mechanisms such as Municipal 
Bonds and other legitimate government programs and 
borrowings.

 It must be noted that in the Smart Cities Mission, a 
special emphasis has been laid on the hugely-successful Public 
Private Partnership (PPP) model that involves the participation of 
the private sector in a controlled manner.

 As part of the Smart Cities Mission, at the national level, 
the Smart City Proposals (SCPs) that were prepared by the 
selected cities contained more than 5,000 projects worth over ₹ 
2,00,000 crore. Of these, 45 per cent would be funded through 
the mission grants, 21 per cent through convergence, 21 per 
cent through Public Private Partnerships and the remaining funds 
are to be procured from other sources.
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Picking up the Smart City gauntlet
Vedika Jain outlines the challenges faced by different cities to stake claim as Smart City. One city 
might fare well in infrastructure but not in terms of human resources or natural resources. Hence the 
assets and limitations of each city have to be dealt with specifically, and not generally. The competi-
tions under the mission helped in identifying the assets and liabilities of each city.

I n January 2022, the Indore Smart City Development Limit-
ed was one of the entities that got selected among the ten 
other smart cities in India as part of the ‘Nurturing Neigh-

bourhood’ challenge. The challenge was organised by the Minis-
try of Housing and Urban Affairs and in the event, the Indore 
Smart City Development Limited (ISCDL) lost the Cycle4Change
and Streets4People challenge. The Streets 4 People Challenge, 
for example, is an initiative of the Smart Cities Mission, MoHUA 
to ‘inspire cities to create walking-friendly streets through quick 
measures’.

 This challenge, according to the Municipal commission-
er and Smart City Indore Executive Director Pratibha Pal, was 
conducted under the Smart City Project by the Ministry of Hous-
ing and Urban Affairs of the Government of India. This competi-
tion was organised in 25 smart cities across India and was 
meant to provide an impetus to ensuring friendly environment for 
young children and their families.

 Every city has a different set of challenges and while 
one might fare well in infrastructure, it may not do so in terms 
of human resources or natural resources. So, the assets and 
limitations of each city have to be dealt with specifically, and 
not generally. What could be an asset for one could be a limita-
tion for another. The competitions conducted under the mission 
helped in identifying the assets and liabilities of each city.

 TRAI Chairman P D Vaghela rightly speaks of the 
mission in general. He says, “In order to manage the ever-in-
creasing population in the cities, it is important that infrastruc-
ture in the cities are upgraded and managed by using Informa-
tion and Communication Technologies (ICT) to make them 
sustainable in the long run. A smart city needs smart gover-
nance and smart businesses. A smart city should effectively 
leverage technology, infrastructure, public policy, and citizens’ 
engagement to create an urban environment that fosters 
economic growth and productivity.”

( Continued  on Pg 28 )

Vizag bagged a five-star rating in urban planning, green cover and biodiversity; a three- star rating in energy conservation 
and green buildings
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With an estimated population of 24 million, and counting, 
Manu Shrivastav sketches the picture of a throbbing, 
pulsating and quintessential Mumbai that has taken in its 
flexible and resilient fold myriad communities, cultures, 
customs and practices. Always on the move, the bustling 
metropolis is a ‘City of Dreams’ has bread and butter for 
everyone who wants to eke out a living.

MUMBAI
�����������������������



The diverse works of Mumbai’s people
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M umbai is one of the most vibrant cities of India and 
the world. Tourists come from across borders to 
witness the teeming ‘city of dreams’ in its full colour 

and richness. It won’t be wrong to say that the people of Mumbai 
are its biggest asset even one of the most popular items in the 
visitors’ to-do list when they visit Mumbai. The city is a potpourri 
of people belonging to different communities, ethnic groups, 
cultures, tribes and pursuing diverse vocations and professions.

 Today, the megapolis has an estimated population of 
more than 24 million people that give Mumbai the unique 
flavour like none other in the world. Mumbaikars, as Mumbai’s 
people are popularly known, are hardworking and fun-loving 
people who make the most of ‘space’ that is the most precious 
commodity in the city. Mumbai is also one of the most expensive 
places in the world to live in.

 Mumbai is the centre of the Mumbai Metropolitan Region 
(MMR) which happens to be the sixth most populous 
metropolitan area in the world. With its strategic existence on 
the Konkan coast, peninsular Mumbai is a deep natural harbour 
which is why it was one of the most coveted ports for the 
different rulers and colonists that reigned the region.

 Mumbai is home to the highest number of millionaires 
and billionaires among all the cities in India. Mumbai is also 
home to several UNESCO World Heritage Sites including the 
cluster of Victorian and Art Deco buildings in the Fort precinct 
and Marine Drive, Elephanta Caves and the Chhatrapati Shivaji 
Maharaj Terminus. Now, Maharashtra has more UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites than any other state in the country - a total of five 
sites including the Ajanta and Ellora caves in Aurangabad.

 As the country’s financial and entertainment capital, 
Mumbai also has the highest number of migrants that add a 

unique tinge to the vibrant city. The city is home to the 
Maharashtrians, Gujaratis, Konkanis, Parsis, Muslims, 
Christians, Hindus, Jews, Jains, Buddhists, etc. The interplay of 
diverse cultures and communities is what renders Mumbai its 
unique existence.

 With an area of just over two sq km and a whopping 
population of more than 10,00,000 people, Dharavi is one of 
the most densely-populated slums in Mumbai and also a melting 
pot of diverse cultures, religions and ethnicities. Dharavi and its
people are not new to fame as several Bollywood films have been 
based in Dharavi, particularly its people, their lifestyle and their 
stories.

 Founded in the 19 th century, Dharavi gradually became 
a hub of factories and small-scale industries that today deploy 
thousands of people. The small-scale industry and household 
enterprises or the cottage industries are a big contributor to the 
informal economy that exists in Dharavi and employs a 
significant population of the slum and churn out a formidable 
turnover. Popular industries in Dharavi are leather, pottery 
products, textiles, etc.

 The Kumbharwada area in Dharavi, for example, is home 
to the thousands of potters, mainly Gujarati-speaking artisans 
who came from Saurashtra in Gujarat to expand their business. 
The potters or the kumbhars (potters) live and work in the area. 
The kumbhars can be spotted from far as they sit surrounded by 
hundred of pottery products.

 There are several other groups of people, in Mumbai, that 
have been an anchor of Mumbai’s fast-paced life. From the 
quintessential cobbler who sits at every nook and corner of the 
city’s street polishing shoes of the officer-goers, repairing them 

Marine Drive -- A favourite place of Mumbaikars, who are regularly seen taking brisk walks, doing yoga or simply enjoying 
the beauty of the Arabian Sea against Mumbai’s skyline.



The street performers of Mumbai
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to ensure the pace of the city and its workers doesn’t slow down 
to the mechanics who fix broken down vehicles. 

 And, the old-time Mumbaikar cannot forget the 
now-rarely- seen plastic repairmen who would fix broken or 
cracked plastic buckets, water containers, water tanks, etc. and 
sometimes even fix footwear, etc. For most people in Mumbai 
especially those living in the slums, filling and storing water is a 
necessity and the plastic repairman is their saviour. Although 
they’re now fast getting extinct, they can still be seen in the older 
neighbourhoods of the city.

 For the longest time, songs in Hindi-language films have
featured the many street performers that add colour and 
vibrance to the streets of Mumbai. Be it the little girl balancing 
her way on the tight-rope walk with her mother playing drums 
next to the stilt on which the rope is tied, or the madari who 
performs magic in front of a spellbound crowd gathered around 
him.

 The street performers of Mumbai are a unique lot and 
also a strong thread in the multi-cultural fabric of the city. The 
Gaiwalas, also known as the gugububuwalas or nandi bailwalas, 
are a nomadic group of people who come to Mumbai on foot 
from far-off places in the interiors of Maharashtra. These families 
walk to Mumbai, stay in the city for a few months, going from 
one area to another collecting alms and money from the people 
who believe their cows are auspicious.

The new carriages that carry tourists in Mumbai

A fruit vendor selling apples on the streets

A plastic repair man fixing platic items
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 These cows/bulls are part of their family and are 
considered holy owing to the presence of an extra limb or a 
hump. The devout believe that these cows possess magical 
qualities to heal and predict the future.

 So, the male members of this tribal community mostly 
walk around the streets of Mumbai, going from one 
neighbourhood to another, with an ‘auspicious’ nandibail or a 
bull. When they pass by, the believers stop by to donate food or 
money or clothing. Interestingly, the women of this nomadic 
community do not walk the streets but sit outside temples with 
a female cow. The devotees visiting the temple often feed the 
cow or give money to the women as a mark of their devotion.

 Another regular sight on the streets of Mumbai are 
members of the Potraj community also known as the 
Chabukwalas. These too are street performers and a nomadic 
group like the Gugububuwalas. This community also often 
moves in a pair, husband and wife and more often than not the 
woman has a child wrapped around her body through a cloth 
sling.

 The Chabukwala wears ghungrus and carries a heavy 
whip with which it hits itself in a typical manner that makes a 
loud whipping sound. The woman plays a drum and often carries 
an idol of ‘Khada Laxmi’ on her head. It’s the loud sound of 
whipping that draws people to the act who then give money to 
the performing couple for their performance.

Gaiwalas or Nandibailwalas; a nomadic tribe who roam the streets of Mumbai collecting alms from people who believe that 
their cows/bulls are auspicious

A chabukwalla (member of Potraj community) performing 
on the streets of Mumbai



The diverse communities of Mumbai

Tourist destinations and the people
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 Another indigenous group that is often spotted on the 
streets of Mumbai is the Pardhi community. A Denotified Tribe 
(DNT), the Pardhis today are relegated to selling wares at tourist 
destinations in Mumbai such as the Gateway of India, 
Chowpatty, etc. Most Pardhi families have several children who
often run behind tourists asking for money or food. Nevertheless, 
the Pardhis form an indispensable part of Mumbai and the lives 
of its people.

 The native people of Mumbai, the Kolis are the original 
inhabitants of the group of islands that form present-day 
Mumbai. The Koli community has been living and working along 
the coasts of these islands for centuries. There are several areas 
in Mumbai where their population is significant and these 
include Worli, Colaba, Dongri, Sion, Vasai, etc. The areas where
the Koli population is predominant is often called a Koliwada.

 At present, more than five lakh Kolis are estimated to be 
living in Mumbai and in the neighbouring areas. A Koli woman is 
easily identifiable by the way she is dressed up and the 
ornaments she adorns. The Koli women form a common sight at 
fish markets across Mumbai including Sassoon Docks, Worli, 
Mazgaon, etc.

 The Kolis have played an important role in the 
development of the area especially the coastlines. It is 
interesting to note that several islands were named by the Kolis 
including Kolbhat (now Colaba), Palva Bunder (now Apollo 
Bunder), Dongri, Mazgaon, Naigaum and Worli. The name 
‘Mumbai’ also owes its origin to the Mumbadevi Temple, located 
in Dongri. The goddess Mumba is the patron goddess of the 
Kolis and the Agris - the original inhabitants of the seven islands 
of Mumbai. The Agris were the native salt collectors while the 
Kolis were the fishermen.

 Mumbai is one of the most popular tourist destinations in 
the world. Tourists across the world come to Mumbai to 
experience the pace of the city, the cultural potpourri, the 
diversity of its people, the markets, shopping avenues, 
architectural marvels, historical landmarks, etc. Mumbai`s 
history is not just rich but also very interesting as the city has
the impressions of several dynasties, rulers and leaders.

A Koli woman selling fish at a local fish market in Mumbai

A cobbler sitting on a pavement polishing a shoe

A fisherman fixing his fishing net at a dock in Mumbai
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 So, tourist destinations in Mumbai are microcosms in 
themselves. Each such place will have a certain kind of people 
that form the character of the place. At Gateway of India, for 
example, photographers have been an essential part of the 
experience there for decades.

 Gateway photographers, dressed in white shirts and 
black trousers, carrying their cameras around the neck, are seen 
asking visitors if they would want their picture clicked against 
the Gateway of India, the Taj Mahal Palace hotel, etc. The most 
popular pose being when the excited tourist pretends to hold the 
top of the iconic structure or the hotel.

 At this location, Pardhis are visible selling wares, 
jewellery, gadgets and accessories, etc. Similar sight is at 
Chowpatty or Girgaum Chowpatty, the original Chowpatty of 
Mumbai. Thousands of Mumbaikars and tourists throng the 
beach and the adjoining Marine Drive at mornings and evenings. 
At Chowpatty, families can be seen picnicking at the beach with 
their children playing with sand and sometimes in the shallow 
waters.

 Marine Drive is often occupied by walkers in mornings 
and evenings taking brisk walks, doing yoga and pranayam or 
simply enjoying the beauty of the sea against Mumbai’s skyline. 
During the day, couples sit on the wall facing the sea and 
oblivious to the world. Hawkers sell sing, chana, tea, etc., and 
homegrown masseuses walk the promenade calling out for 
people to get a nice, relaxing foot rub and massage.

 Mumbai police personnel also form an important part of 
life in Mumbai. Many Bollywood films have featured police 
personnel sometimes as part of a dance number, other times as 
running behind offenders even shooing couples away. At Marine 
Drive and Nariman Point, police personnel are seen patrolling 
the promenade on two-wheeled personal transporters and 
keeping a vigil eye on the city.

Police holding guard during the lockdown in Mumbai at Marine Drive

A photographer at the Gateway of India promenade
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 Mumbai is home to many communities from across 
religions but the ones that have garnered the most interest are 
the Catholics and the Parsis among others. The Parsis are a 
group of people who follow Zoroastrianism. Their ancestors had 
fled from Persia (Iran) in the seventh century CE following the 
Muslim conquest of Persia and had sought refuge in Gujarat.

 Parsis form one of the two groups of people from Persia 
who live in India and particularly in Mumbai. The other ones are 
the Iranis who migrated to India many centuries later. Today, the 
largest Parsi population happens to be in Mumbai. The Parsis of 
Mumbai are an influential community and some of the biggest 
industrial groups are owned by the Parsis, the most prominent 
being the Tata Group.

 Several landmarks in Mumbai are named after famous 
Parsi people including Nariman Point. The Iranis, on the other 
hand, are known for their Irani cafes across Mumbai. For 
example, Yazdani bakery located in a bylane near Flora Fountain 
has been serving Mumbaikars with delicious bun maska, Irani 
chai and other freshly-baked items for decades. Many Iranis in 
Mumbai are also part of the film and television industry and 
have created a niche for themselves.

Mumbaikars enjoying a day at Chowpatty

A devout at a church in Mumbai
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 The other group of people that form an important part of 
Mumbai’s cultural heritage are members of the Catholic and 
Christian community. The Roman Catholic Archdiocese whose 
seat is in Maharashtra is the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
Bombay. The East Indians that are predominantly Roman 
Catholic and the predominantly Protestant Marathi Christians 
form the major part of their population.

 The Catholics in Mumbai and Maharashtra at large 
including the coastal regions of Vasai, Raigad, etc., are the East 
Indians and were evangelized by the Portuguese missionaries 
during 15 th and 16 th centuries. Khotachiwadi, a small 
heritage enclave in Girgaon in Mumbai, is home to several East 
Indian families. The area has a distinct character with 
old-Portuguese style architecture. The beautiful churches in 
Mumbai are thronged by these communities on Sundays, during 
Christmas, Easter and other Christian holidays.

 Another interesting community living in Mumbai is the 
Jewish community. The history of the Jews in Mumbai began 
when they started settling in ‘Bombay’ during the first century.

Mumbai was the hub of economic activity and key to many 
economic opportunities. The primary groups of the Jewish 
community in Mumbai comprise the Bene Israeli Jews of 
Konkan, the Baghdadi Jews of Iraq and the Cochin Jews of 
Malabar.

 Today, there are very few Jews left in the city as many 
have migrated to the West or back to Israel. Many structures and 
landmarks in Mumbai such as the Sassoon Docks, David 
Sassoon Library, Chabad House, etc., are a reminder of the 
Jewish heritage of Mumbai.

A woman selling earthen pots in Dharavi's Kumbharwada

Manu Shrivastava is a journalist and 
lawyer with DraftCraft International and 
Co-Convenor of #TheWomanSurvivor, 
#MeTooAtHome and #MeTooBeyond-
Borders initiatives
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with DR.SHASHIKANT KAMATFACE TO FACE

Dr. Shashikant Kamat is gifted and a man of many 
passions. A scholar, doctor, cricketer and singer all 
rolled into one, the 67- year-old Mumbai-based 
gynaecologist speaks about the many loves of his 
life – especially cricket and medicine. In a tete a 
tete with A. Radhakrishnan he says health is all 
about physical, mental, social and spiritual 
well-being.

Describe yourself.

I guess I am God’s favoured child. He created me at leisure, 
imbibed in me manifold and varied qualities and I owe it to His 
benevolence to use all of it in my lifetime.

Briefly, your academic excellence.

I hail from a family which believes that excellence in education is 
the surest way to progress and success. Great genes and a healthy 
home environment are conducive for academic excellence. If that 
creates a scholar, well I never lost my first rank through school.

It was also my first platform for dramatics, singing, elocutions, 
and debates. 

How did you get into playing cricket?

My early childhood was spent at Lamington Road, Central 
Mumbai, with no playground close by. Relocating to Worli, our 
house was adjacent to the Worli Sports Club Ground. 

It gave me the opportunity to plunge into cricket, starting with the 
Tennis Ball and then the Red Cherry. I would literally beg of the 
senior star cricketers practicing on the hallowed pitches of the 
club to allow me to bowl at the nets. 

They were impressed and gave me long bowling stints. (Late) Mr. 
Naidu, of the Times of India and the Father Figure of WSC spotted 
me. I was a natural leg spinner and a Googly Bowler. Thus began 
my journey.

At the cost of sounding pompous, I can proudly say that I was 

responsible for even starting a Cricket Team in my school. 

What was your position in cricket?

I started off as a leg cum googly bowler. When Mr. Naidu saw me 
in shorts without footwear bowling to the seniors in the nets, he 
inquired if my father would purchase the cricket shoes and the 
white flannels needed that same evening, as the Selections for the 
Bombay Schools team was to commence the next morning at 7 
am. My father agreed and the next morning, I earned my BCA 
Cap.

Batting at Number 11 after joining WSC, I was in and out of the 
playing eleven and would hardly get to play in Kanga League, 
being a leg spinner. I realised that only an all-rounder would be 
assured of a permanent place in the Eleven. In the ensuing 
vacations, I worked very hard on my batting and fielding. I even 
tried my hand at wicket keeping. Impressed, Mr. Naidu suggested 
that I concentrate on wicket keeping. I did and since then never 
looked back.

Can you tell us about your cricket highs?

I entered Medical College on Merit. Medical studies are taxing, 
and I had a tough time balancing medical curriculum and cricket. 
Opting out of high level cricket, I however, kept on playing in the 
lower level, captained Sacred Heart School Team, Jai Hind 
College, Seth GS Medical College, Worli Sports Club and played a 
season in Kanga League ‘A’ Division Team for Young Maharashtra. 

I was the only doctor to play for The Bombay Municipal Corpora-
tion Gymkhana Team in The Times Shield and we were Champi-
ons of the ‘E’ Division that year. I was felicitated by the then 

Dr. Shashikant Kamat

“ Our Public Health System leaves a lot 
to be desired”
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Municipal Commissioner for my stellar performance as Wicket-
keeper Batsman.

I played for the Over 45 MIG Cricket Club Team till I turned 64 
years of age. A fracture of my right little finger however made me 
hang my boots.

Your opinion on IPL and commercial cricket?

Cashing in on public preferences in sports is welcome as long as 
the aims and the means adopted are honourable. Sad to say, 
matters are not wholly above board. Bookies certainly as also 
unsavoury elements from Bollywood and the underworld are 
having their interests in IPL and commercial cricket. As a result, I 
have long ago stopped watching these forms of cricket.

Do you think cricketers of late are obscenely paid?

Nothing wrong in cricketers wanting a big share of the booty 
earned by the BCCI. Adding the revenue from endorsements and 
modelling makes the earnings phenomenal. 

In comparision, sportspersons in other disciplines are meagerly 
paid. Why, even scientists, teachers, armed forces and other 
professions contributing to national pride and stature find their 
remuneration grossly inadequate.  

So yes, too much money in cricket.

Why is public interest comparatively cricket-centric?

Money and only money speaks. The powers that be, have market-
ed cricket so well, and coupled with glamour and the opportuni-
ties offered by the advertising world, have together glued the 
interests of every generation of our populace to this sport.

The high tech TV coverage has contributed in no less measure to 
the frenzy. Mind you, Hockey is our National Sport. But, there is a 
perceptible change. As medals are won in other sport disciplines, 
money is slowly being ploughed into them.

Your favourite cricketer?

Ajit Wadekar, a commoner catapulted to captaincy. He grabbed 
the opportunity with both hands. He of course had some very 
good cricketers in his team, but he moulded them into a Fighting 
Unit. For the first time in the history of Indian Cricket, they fought 
as a team. A turning point. Wadekar, in my opinion gets the 

greater part of the credits.  To add to that, he was one of the finest 
left hand batsman of all time and a great slip fielder.

When did your interest in medicine begin?

My father was a medical doctor. I saw the tremendous love and 
respect his patients had for him. For them, he was no less than a 
Hero. I think, I decided to work towards my goal of entering a 
reputed medical College ever since I was 12 years old!

What are your achievements in the medicine field?

All the top rankers from all schools from Mumbai entered G.S 
Medical College. The camaraderie was always there, but the 
competition though was fierce. I secured a Gold Medal in MBBS 
from Bombay University, coupled with handsome cash prizes.

I ranked First in the qualifying exams of my chosen branch 
ofspecialisation and secured a seat in Obstetrics and Gynecology.

I set up Shobhana Nursing Home, named after my late mother, 
at Mahim West in November 1983.

How do you time manage running the hospital?

Time management came with experience. Through School, 
College and Medical College, I practiced the art of managing 
time, as I strongly believe that I must repay God’s mercies by 
utilising and honing the talents.

Your views on our health system

Our Public Health System (PHS) leaves a lot to be desired. The 
ongoing pandemic has exposed the fallacy of the policies of all 
governments, both at the Centre and States since Independence 
on the allocation of funds towards Health in their Budgets. The 
miniscule estimates show their misplaced priorities. Hope they 
have learnt their lesson.

The rich have their 5-Star Hospitals. The majority middle class 
and the economically unprivileged need to be taken care of. The 
PHS (Public Health System) is woefully inadequate to take care 
of both the middle class and the economically lower class. The 
doctor owned small Nursing Homes are strategically placed to 
take the brunt of these sections of society at an affordable cost. 
But, they are becoming unviable and are slowly closing down. 
That is the tragedy. The Budget for Health will require a 
substantial enhanced allocation. Maybe, a Public Private 

Dr. Kamath receiving the EM IDOL award from singer Alka Yagnik



ONE INDIA ONE PEOPLE | JAN | 2022 27

Partnership is the Answer.

Is Covid merely a conspiracy?

It is politicians and media which are responsible for the Conspira-
cy Theory. The Pandemic is a Reality. A scientifically confirmed 
fact is that people have died. Herd Immunity, acquired either 
through Vaccination or Infection is the only answer.

Is there a secret for good health?

Health is a state of physical, mental, social and spiritual well-be-
ing. Good health does not come from medicines alone. It comes 
from happiness of mind, body and soul. It comes from love and 
laughter. Moderation and austerity is the key….my philosophy.

How and when did you catch the singing bug?

In 2003, MiG Club of which I am a Life Member held a Talents 
Parade on their sprawling grounds. My friends who knew of my 
singing talent coaxed me to enter the Selection rounds. The 
Independent Judge ranked me pretty high and a hidden passion 
was aroused.

What genre of singing do you specialise in?

Though not classically trained, I sing all forms in several languag-
es like Hindi, Marathi, English, Tamil, Malayalam and Bengali. I 
believe music should not be compartmentalised.
 

Do you think you have the qualities required for a good singer?

People believe so. They also apparently believe in my strong stage 
presence and stage performances. I have never referred to lyrics 
on stage. I know by heart almost 250 songs. I look into my 
audience’s eyes while singing, a quality which perhaps endears 
me to my fans.

What do you do to keep your throat healthy?

I desist from ice-creams, soft drinks, and cold water. I also avoid 
fried foods, dust, strong perfumes, talcum powder and gargle 
frequently with hot salt water. A couple of days before a show, I 
speak minimally and in a soft tone.

Why did you not try your hand at reality singing shows?

It involves too much preparation and I have very little time 
because of my profession which involves emergencies. I am also 
not too ambitious. My Singing Group - Sur Bahaar comprising of 
only doctors keeps very busy year long with shows for NGOs, 
medical institutions, Rotary, Lions, and senior Citizens, all of 
which are without monetary consideration.   My wife, Dr Vinita, 
also a Medical Doctor anchors our shows..

What is the all-India award you got in a singing competition? 
Was it a huge happening?

Yes, The All India Doctors Singing Competition was one of the 
biggest events in my life.  Five cities pan India had elimination 
rounds and two doctors from each city competed in the Finale, 
held at a glittering function at JW Marriot, Juhu, Mumbai on 13 
November 2021.

A total of 30 doctors competed for the title with famed Bollywood 
singer Alka Yagnik as the Judge. I was crowned The EM 
IDOL….There were singers half my age. Alkaji while announcing 
my name as winner described me as “the very young and rocking 
Dr. Shashikant Kamat!”

A.Radhakrishnan is a Pune based freelance journalist, 
poet and short story writer, who when not enjoying his 
favourite cup of coffee, loves to keep people happy.



Problems of sanitation

Cities withdrawing nominations

The need for a competition
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Vedika Jain is a legal researcher with 
www.thewomansurvivor.com – an initiative of DraftCraft 
International to protect and empower women by bringing on 
one platform the latest on rights and issues, strategic case 
studies, state initiatives and informed legal opinions

 Among the nine cities in Andhra Pradesh, Vijayawada 
and Visakhapatnam were given a four-star ranking in the 
Climate Smart Cities Assessment Framework (CSCAF) 2.0 in 
June 2021. The Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs 
had released the CSCAF results where a total of 126 cities 
including 100 smart cities and 26 other with a population of 
over five lakh, had participated in the assessment. The 
participating cities were analysed on five key parameters with 
28 indicators.

 The first edition of this assessment was conducted in 
September 2020. The Smart City awards were given across the 
themes of social aspects, sanitation, governance, economy, 
culture, urban environment, built environment, water and urban 
mobility.

 Vizag had received a four-star rating in its overall 
performance. The city bagged a five-star rating in urban 
planning, green cover and biodiversity; a three- star rating in 
energy conservation and green buildings; a three-star rating in 
mobility and air quality; another three-star rating in water 
management and a five-star rating in waste management.

 Despite this, there are areas in these cities that continue 
to fight for basic amenities. For example, in Sairam Nagar in 
Visakhapatnam, the residents are deprived of sanitation and 
development. The area is situated in Gajuwaka which is one of 
the core areas of the city and a common sight in the area is 
broken roads and drains, pools of water even wastewater across 
residential areas.

 Another area named Srama Sakthi Nagar is ridden with 
water-filled roads and a foul smell all the time. This area is also 
one of the smart city colonies of Visakhapatnam. Despite the 
existence of the colony for decades, not much has changed here 
and the residents are still deprived of some of the most basic 
facilities of a city that includes proper roads, sufficient lighting 
facility, working drains, etc. These areas are cases in point 
where the smart city mission has not achieved its goal and a lot 
of planning and work needs to be done to ensure one and all 
reap benefits of this smart mission.

 Once a city is listed as a Smart City, a Special Purpose 
Vehicle (SPV) to implement the smart city mission is created 
that is headed by a full-time CEO. The Ministry of Urban 
Development (MoUD) programme used a competition-based 
method as a means for selecting cities for funding, based on an 
area-based development strategy.

 The cities competed at the state level with other cities 
within the state following which, the state-level winner 

competed at the national-level Smart City Challenge. Eventually, 
the cities that obtained the highest marks in one particular 
round were chosen to be part of the mission.

 The competition focused on area-based development to 
transform existing areas, by retrofitting and/or redeveloping. This 
includes developing the slums into a better-planned human 
settlements. The primary goal is to improve the livability index 
in cities by bringing about changes in the infrastructure 
variables.

 The competition also encouraged development of well- 
planned and fully serviced new areas (greenfield) in the cities to 
accommodate the rapidly expanding population in urban areas.

 Also, proper and timely application of smart solutions 
would enable cities to use technology to improve infrastructure 
and services. So, a comprehensive development in a planned 
manner would improve the quality of life, create employment 
and enhance incomes for all, especially the poor and the 
disadvantaged, leading to inclusive smart cities.

 Like any other government initiative, even the Smart City 
Mission could not escape being politicised. This happened at 
multiple occasions and in myriad ways but the most prominent 
way being states withdrawing the nominations of their 
respective cities in the mission.

 The majority of the cities chosen for this mission are from 
Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Karnataka, Madhya 
Pradesh and Gujarat, followed by Punjab, Bihar, Andhra 
Pradesh and Rajasthan, and lastly, Haryana, Jharkhand, Kerala, 
Odisha, and Telangana that have one or two cities each in the 
smart city mission.

 West Bengal had withdrawn the nomination of New 
Town which is an extension of Kolkata. The government claimed 
the mission promotes inequitable development. In August 
2016, West Bengal government rejected the centre’s ‘Smart City 
Project’ and instead announced that it will develop those 
selected cities along the lines of its own ‘Green City Project’.

 The government officials from the state claimed that 
there were two primary reasons for the decision. One was, 
according to them, the skewed nature of investment from the 
state and the centre. The second being, the compulsory 
imposition of water tax in smart cities and that was not 
acceptable to this state.

 In Maharashtra’s Mumbai and Navi Mumbai, the 
opposition parties that held power in the municipal corporations 
opposed some of the conditions of the schemes especially the 
one related to the constitution of the Special Purpose Vehicles 
(SPVs) and withdrew their participation. Mumbai’s 
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC), India’s richest 
corporation with a budget of a whopping INR 25,000 crore, had 
opted out of submitting a proposal to be part of the scheme. 
According to the civic body, it was not confident of handing over 
the implementation to the SPV. This would eliminate or diminish 
the role of the municipal body and that was not acceptable to 
them.

( Continue from page 16 )

Indore city
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Life and times of Chaiwallahs
Chai is the cornerstone of life in India, especially the ubiquitous little stalls spread across cities, 
towns and villages. It is a hub for conversations -- from politics to cinema to local gossip -- some-
times leading to fisticuffs and noisy arguments. Shoma A. Chatterji writes about young German 
social activist Marc Hulser who brings the quintessential chaiwallah alive through his documentary 
‘Remembering Mashi’.

Cinema

I t is not common to discover a young German social activist 
making a short film on an old woman eking out a living out 
of selling chai in a small corner of Kolkata. But the very 

young Marc Hulser has done just that. Marco Hulser is a strap-
ping young 30-year-old who was kicked up about making 
documentary films after his stint in India. After voluntary service 
in Tamil Nadu,  Marco  studied Motion Pictures at the  Hoch-
schule Darmstadt, which he completed in 2016. During this 
period, he directed Zusammen Allein, a short film nominated for 
screening at several festivals. Mid-2015, he began work on his 
first documentary Masala Chai premiered in Toronto 2017.

 Alongside Masala Chai, which explores the lives of five
Indian tea-stall owners spread across India, he directed a shorter 
film called Mashi, the universal Indian term for “aunty” in almost 
every Indian lingo with slight variations -- Maushi in Marathi, 
Maasi in Gujarati and Mashi in Bengali. According to Marco, 
who is friendly and warm, “We shot this portrait of Nandarani, 
also called Mashi, in 2016 but could not complete the project 
until 2021. The lockdown finally gave us the opportunity to 
rediscover a small treasure saved on one of our hard drives. The 

film is all about observing Nandarani following her in her daily 
routine of preparing chai for locals.” Mashi was completed in
2016.

 Says Marco, “Before shooting Masala Chai and 
Remembering Mashi, I did social service in Tamil Nadu for an 
NGO which supports fishing villages along the coastline in the 
South (http://padgom.org/). I worked there for a year and 
produced some documentaries about several social projects 
such as water filtering systems, village communities, and 
schools. I used to live in a village called Vembar which had only 
a couple of thousand inhabitants. Every morning and evening, 
before and after work, I visited the local chaiwallah to drink my 
daily chai. I understood that the tea stall was the centre of 
communication in Vembar and a place where the whole village 
came together. At the stall, people would talk about their 
business while sipping hot chai, and though I couldn’t speak 
Tamil, I felt like a part of the community. After spending days, 
hours and minutes at the tea stall, I came up with the idea of 
shooting Masala Chai. The goal of this film was to indirectly 
draw an image of the complex layers of Indian society.”

The documentary film ‘Remembering Mashi’ by German social activist Marc Hulser is a small tribute to India`s quintessential 
chaiwallahs (street tea vendors)
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 While preparing to shoot for Masala Chai, he and his 
team wanted to portray several tea makers from different social 
backgrounds. One of those protagonists was supposed to be 
Mashi. “As Mashi was not comfortable giving us an interview, we 
could just cover her daily routine. This way of shooting did not 
quite fit into the concept of our other protagonists, so we decided 
to make a separate short film just about her. It reminds us once 
more that beauty is found in small things, and you do not need 
much to have a life full of peace and harmony. We are grateful 
for spending time with Mashi at her tea stall. There is no specific 
time for tea but there is always time for tea.”

 The camera follows Mashi as she closes the door of her 
shanty to walk to her tea corner, set up the stall, cleans the 
vessels, lights the stove to make tea. She does not talk much 
even with her customers who are forever dropping in and has no 
one to help her. She takes a brief lunch break to take a plate of 
rice she has cooked on the same stove somewhere between her 
chores, finishes it off, cleans her cooking utensils and gets back
to work. Her silence invests her with a dignity one might not 
easily associate with so very poor, marginal and side-tracked 
people like her. Hulser and his team have been able to portray 
this dignity where she does not beg, does not narrate sob stories 
or try to garner sympathy but just goes about her work as if 
nothing else matters.

 Her name was Nandarani and she had three kids. She 
visited one of her daughters who lives in a village outside Kolkata 
from time to time. She had rented a small room in a flat 
belonging to a family that lived close to her tea stall. She earned 
a couple of hundred rupees a day but other than mandatory 
expenses on food, rent and travel, she saved the rest for her 
daughters. She spent between 12 and 14 hours a day at the stall 
and would go to sleep for the rest of the hours.

 “When I went to ask after her from my friend Devayudh 
Sanyal where she had gone, Devayudh and I wanted to find out 
why her stall was closed. So, we visited shops close to her stall 
and they told us that she had gone back to her daughter’s village 
and had passed away there. We were so deeply shocked that we 
finally finished the editing of the film and renamed it 
Remembering Mashi.”

 His journeys into India has made Marco realise that chai 
or tea, in any form, style or make, is the cornerstone of life in 
India and specially the small tea stalls one comes across 
everywhere – in big cities, in small towns, in villages and even in 
hamlets. It is a centre for conversations that cover every 
imaginable subject from politics to cinema to local gossip 
sometimes even leading to fisticuffs, loud arguments and fights. 
But come what may, the chaiwallah remains eternal and infinite. 
Remembering Mashi is a small tribute to all of them.

Shoma A. Chatterji is a freelance journalist, 
film scholar and author. She has authored 17 
published titles and won the National Award 
for Best Writing on Cinema, twice. She won 
the UNFPA-Laadli Media Award, 2010 for 
‘commitment to addressing and analysing 
gender issues’ among many awards.

Poster of the documentary film ‘Remembering Mashi’ A shot from the film
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F or a long time a gigantic and recklessly ambitious project 
proposed in India for linking about 37 rivers at 30 or more 
places had been largely dormant. Things started moving 

in its favor after the NDA government came to power in 2014. 
Now with the Cabinet approval being granted to the first 
sub-project of the wider national project called Ken-Betwa Link 
Project (KBLP) in Central India on 8 December 2021( although 
some clearances are still to be obtained), the wider project also 
appears to have gathered momentum.

 At a time when the adverse effects of climate change are 
being increasingly felt, any project that would require felling of a 
million trees sounds disastrous to be taken up for consideration. 
In the case of KBLP a figure of over 2 million trees are likely to 
be felled going by the figures provided by the sub-committee of 
the Forest Advisory Committee several years back. It was also 
stated at that time that by the time the project comes to the 
stage of implementation the number of threatened trees would 
be much more. If these many trees are going to be felled for a 
dam and canal project to transfer water from Ken river to Betwa 
river, then should it not be a good enough reason to shelve the 
controversial project?

 The Ken and Betwa river basins are neighbouring basins, 
experiencing similar weather conditions -- flood or drought, at 

the same time, so in any case the entire plan of transferring 
water from surplus to deficit area makes little sense. The project 
is supposed to help Bundelkhand region, but there are many 
reports and studies suggesting that the problems can be solved 
at lesser cost and without ecological disruption using many 
low-budget initiatives. Due to reckless sand mining, the Ken river 
and its tributaries have been badly ravaged. This river system 
needs protection, not transfer of its water.

 While objections have been repeatedly voiced by local 
people and several eminent experts, including those who have 
occupied senior positions in the government in water, 
environment and related areas, these have not come in the way 
of the government giving approval to KBLP. There is a growing 
concern about the possibilities of much bigger, in fact colossal 
damage from Indian River Link Project (IRLP).

 The IRLP involves the linking of around 37 or so rivers by 
creating a vast network of dams and estimated 15000 km. 
canals. These figures give us an approximate idea of the 
magnitude of the project. Government authorities claim that 
IRLP will increase irrigation and domestic water supply 
significantly, while also making substantial additions to hydel 
power generation. However, the authorities have not been able 
to provide any reliable information on the number of people who 
will be displaced by the project nor environmental impact 
 
 There is a very clear need to make a distinction between 
the natural confluence of rivers and the forced human made 
linkages such as the ones being attempted in this project. The 
natural confluences of various rivers evolved over thousands or 
even lakhs of years in keeping with the overall geographic and 
topographical situations. The biodiversity of the river and nearby 
areas has thus well adjusted to this. Changing natural flow of 
rivers for forced linkages can play havoc with the bio-diversity of 
both rivers. Due to changing paths, water availability including 
water recharge over vast areas can be adversely affected. Rivers 
may show resistance to the diverted paths and this can lead to 
flooding. Water flow may have to be lifted across divergence 
path requiring vast energy sources.

 Some basic aspects of this very costly project are 
questionable hence it is very important to initiate a wide and 
well-informed debate on this gigantic project at an early stage to 
prevent an unprecedented ecological havoc, that too in times of 
climate change.

Linking rivers - A reckless pursuit?
Bharat Dogra argues that at a time when the adverse effects of climate change are being increas-
ingly felt, any such project that would require felling of a million trees could end up in potential disas-
ter.

Environment

Ken – Betwa river linkage project dam

The writer is Honorary Convener, Campaign to Save Earth 
Now. His recent books include Planet in Peril, Protecting 
Earth for Children and Man Over Machine.
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P adatik, Kolkata (estd.1972) is among the premier 
institutions in the field of the performing arts, especially in 
Theatre and Dance. The group was founded by the late

Shyamanand Jalan – one of the foremost figures in evolving 
Hindi theatre since the 1950s. A recipient of the Sangeet Natak 
Academy (SNA) Award (1972), he was also later appointed Vice 
Chairman of SNA (1999 –2004).

 Padatik also organised the ‘International Seminar on 
Indian Dance Traditions and Modern Theatre’ in collaboration 
with International Theatre Institute (UNESCO) in 1983, and the 
‘International Festival and Seminar on Theatre, Dance and 
Martial Arts’ in 1987. With the inspiration and active 
endeavours of Chetna Jalan, herself a renowned Kathak dancer, 
that though several dance styles are taught in this school, 
Kathak remains its primary focus with workshops conducted 
annually none other than by Pandit Birju Maharaj himself and/or 
his able disciple, Saswati Sen till Panditji could no longer travel 
for his failing health.

 Every year, Padatik Dance Centre, affiliated to Kathak 
Kendra in Delhi organises a ‘graduation’ programme of its 
students through an invited public performance. This could not 
happen over 2019 and 2020 due to the pandemic. But this 
year, Kathak Utsav was organised and presented on 3 rd January 
2022 at the Satyajit Ray Auditorium in Kolkata. The principal 
Guru, an accomplished Kathak dancer Saurav Chakraborty, 
trained the five disciples who performed that day.

 If Kathak has evolved into a dance form that excels in 
aesthetic choreographic images in live movement, the credit for 
this innovation goes solely to Pandit Birju Maharaj, the doyen of 
Kathak. For the first time in the history of Kathak, Panditji 
shifted the focus from individual performance based on rigidly 
fixed items like thaat, toda, tukda etc., transforming Kathak to 
collective performance. Kathak danced to ghazals, bhakti geets, 
sufi songs, across regions, religions and languages, lending itself 
to permutations and combinations and raising it to higher levels 
of aesthetics and technique. The shift from the pure grammar of 
dance to an emphasis on composition, is due to Panditji and his 

Pt. Birju Maharaj and the Kathak legacy at Padatik
If Kathak has evolved into a dance form that excels in aesthetic choreographic images in live move-
ment, the credit for the innovation goes solely to Pandit Birju Maharaj, the doyen of Kathak. Shoma 
A. Chatterji explores how the titan changed the dance form’s aesthetics to the next level at the pres-
tigious Padatik.

Tribute

Binod Das perfroming at the Padatik Dance Centre, Kolkata
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Hope… We use this word so often in our everyday 
language. It is a feeling of trust, security, and a reason to 
keep going. I also think it borders between that 

passionate desire of our heart entwined with a feeling of 
expectation and a longing for a certain thing to happen. It’s only 
hope that has got us through 2021 and now makes us look 
forward to 2022.

 The past year has brought to fore gender issues and 
gender-based discrimination that is still looming large. Gender 
inequality extends across various facets of society. The root 
cause of gender inequality in our society lies in its patriarchy 
system - a system of social structure and practices, in which 
men dominate, oppress and exploit women. Gender inequality is 
therefore a form of inequality which is distinct from other forms 
of economic and social inequalities. It dwells not only outside 
the household but also centrally within it. It stems not only from 
pre-existing differences in economic endowments between 
women and men but also from pre-existing gendered social 
norms and social perceptions.

 Then there is gender-based pay discrimination which is a
huge issue in today’s times – the need to have wage equality 
once and for all and equal rights for women. Equality will be 
achieved when men and women are granted equal pay and 

equal respect. She is not better, wiser, stronger, more intelligent, 
more creative, or more responsible than a man. Likewise, she is 
never less. Equality is a given. A woman is human.

 For ages it was believed that the different characteristics, 
roles and status accorded to women and men in society are 
determined by sex, that they are natural and therefore not 
changeable.

 Gender is seen closely related to the roles and behaviour 
assigned to women and men based on their sexual differences. 
As soon as a child is born families and society begin the process 
of gendering. The birth of the son is celebrated, the birth of a 
daughter filled with pain; sons are showered with love, respect, 
better food and proper health care. Boys are encouraged to be 
tough and outgoing; girls are encouraged to be homebound and 
shy. All these differences are gender differences and they are 
created by society.

 Not just in India, but since time unknown women have 
been looked down upon as inanimate objects all over the world. 
To fight for the equal rights for women, there have been feminist 
movements around the globe. Indian feminists had to fight 
against culture-specific issues within India’s patriarchal society. 
The patriarchal attributes include dowry, siring sons, among 

Keeping hopes afloat
Rashmi Oberoi dwells on gender inequality and its attendant fallouts and finds it rooted in the patri-
archal mindset of the Indian society. She feels parents and teachers can play a pivotal role in giving 
women their due and bringing them on par with men across all walks of life and spheres.

Feature/Hope

Men and Women as equals in the society
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disciples across the country.

 In the early years, Pandit Vijay Shankar, a senior disciple 
of Birju Maharaj, was brought from New Delhi to Kolkata at the
behest of Shyamanand Jalan and Chetana Jalan. Pandit Vijay 
Shankar gave a new dimension to Kathak. The intricate nuances 
of Kathak were woven like fine filigree work under him. Dancers 
of Kolkata were inspired with his dance sensibilities and his 
intricacies of improvisations in fabricating innumerable rhythm 
patterns.

 This writer happened to witness and interview Pandit 
Birju Maharaj when he visited Kolkata to conduct workshops for
little children and for Kathak teachers, on invitation from the 
Padatik Dance Centre. This was some years ago when Panditji 
came to Kolkata from time to time and was aiming to explore 
ways of systematising Kathak training as he felt there was lack 
of uniformity in training and in style among different schools 
teaching Kathak.

 The ‘graduation’ performance on January 3, organically 
turned into a tribute to Pandit Birju Maharaj with some 
memorable performances by five accomplished dancers of the 
Centre-- Sharanya Rana, Poulami Basak, Ritapratim Choudhury, 
Binod Kumar Das and Sayeri Ghosh. 

 Birju Maharaj did not limit his learning and his 
scholarship to dance alone though he mastered all the forms of 
dance from performance, through teaching, to choreography 
and innovative innovations. He was also a wonderful singer, a 
lyricist who wrote thumris and ghazals for the dance numbers 
and who could play all percussion instruments and reed and 
string instruments which made him the master. Many of his 
dance compositions are acknowledged the world over today. 
Padatik is one committed to carrying his legacy forward.

others. Also there are issues like female infanticide and female 
foeticide that exist.

 Of course, for this to succeed, parents and teachers have 
to take on a hands-on approach by encouraging questions and 
highlighting positive examples and role 
models for both girls and boys. There 
is too much negativity around gender 
and sexuality issues, and parents 
should remember that kids would 
actually like to hear it from their 
parents rather than from the media. As 
societies progress, the conversation 
around gender stereotypes will also 
evolve with the needs and demands of 
the day. India’s current spate of crimes 
against women along with the age-old 
grip of patriarchal laws and customs 
dictate an urgent need for 
gender-sensitive education and 
upbringing. The only way to ensure a safer and equal society is 
to educate tomorrow’s leaders and lawmakers against the 
mistakes and injustices we’ve seen and borne in the past. And 
raising our sons and daughters without discrimination is a giant 
leap in that direction. 

 A society which commits atrocities on their weaker 
members is not only uncivilised but also underdeveloped. The 
brutalities done on women by men are not their sign of strength 

by they are construed as the sign of their weakness which they 
are camouflaging.

 History has proven the fact that the societies and 
civilisations which haven’t respected rights and safety of women 

have perished badly. I firmly believe 
that respect and safety of women are 
the basic foundations of a society. It is 
imperative that if a community is not 
providing equal rights to women and if 
women are bereft of basic freedom, 
there cannot be an ounce of progress in 
that society.

The fight must continue for security 
and equality of women…for their 
safety…for their rights to live and do as
they please. A New Year… A new 
beginning… New hopes and new 
dreams… May we find it within us to 

continue hoping!

Padatik Dance Centre

Shoma A. Chatterji is a freelance journalist, 
film scholar and author. She has authored 17 
published titles and won the National Award 
for Best Writing on Cinema, twice. She won 
the UNFPA-Laadli Media Award, 2010 for 
‘commitment to addressing and analysing 
gender issues’ among many awards.

Continued from Page 33

Rashmi Oberoi, an army officer`s daughter is 
passionate about writing and has authored two 
story books for children – My Friends At 
Sonnenshine and Cherie:The Cocker Spaniel.

A society which commits atrocities 
on their weaker members is not only 
uncivilised but also underdevel-
oped. The brutalities done on 
women by men are not their sign of 
strength but they are construed as 
the sign of their weakness which 
they are camou�aging.
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Great Indians 

VASUDEV BALWANT PHADKE (1845-1883)

A modern-day avatar of Shivaji

A.Radhakrishnan is a Pune based freelance journalist, 
poet and short story writer.

wished to ruin the British. From morning to night, 
whether bathing, eating or sleeping, I was brooding 
about this and hardly slept in doing so. I learnt to fire 

at targets, ride a horse, wield a sword and exercise at the 
gym”. —Vasudeo Balwant Phadke

 Vasudev Balwant Phadke  (4 November 1845 -17 
February 1883) was a pioneer revolutionary, fighting 
colonial rule. His life was a saga of toil, sweat, 
blood and tears, the prototype of many 
martyrs from ordinary homes.

 His legacy is devoid of the social 
and cultural context but must be 
considered against the backdrop of the 
tumultuous historical period of late 
19th century Western India.

 His portraits depicting him 
with big brooding eyes, a ragged face 
and a bulky body signify a man with 
ferocious intent. He had a cult-like 
status a la modern-day avatar of 
Shivaji, a progenitor of Hindu 
civilizational supremacy.

 Born in Shirdhon, Raigad, 
Maharashtra in a Marathi  Chitpavan 
Brahmin  family, Phadke’s paternal 
grandfather Anantrao, the last commander of 
Karnala fort -- lost when the Peshwas were 
defeated by the East India Company in 1818 -- would 
narrate stories of war, the deeds of legendary warriors and the 
losses inflicted by the British to young Vasudev.

 Several events propelled Phadke on the path of 
revolution. For one, he was furious his bosses rejected his 
leave application to see his dying mother – and a year later -- 
to attend death rituals.

 His mentor Lahuji Vastad Salve, an expert wrestler, 
and the lectures of M.G Ranade and Dadabhai Naoroji about 
colonial economic policies impoverishing India influenced 
him. In 1870, he founded the Aikya Vardhini Sabha, to 
educate youth.

 In 1875, the then Gaekwad ruler of Baroda was 
deposed by the British. Phadke’s emotional pitch urging 
educated elite to rebel didn’t find many takers. He then 
created an insurgent group from backward castes 
communities called Ramoshi. The authorities’ apathy towards 
the farming community during the Deccan famine between 
1876 and 1878 also riled him.

 Wanting an army of his own, but lacking funds, he 
decided to raid government treasuries and rich English and 
Indian businessmen to finance the movement and benefit 
famine-stricken villagers. Thus, a fresh series of attacks 
targeted British interests, disrupted government activities, 
spreading mayhem and panic.

 The house of a local businessman Sankla in village 
Dhamari, Shirur, where income tax collections for 

colonial government was kept was raided first 
and around four hundred rupees taken, but 

this led to his being branded a dacoit.

 In his heroic struggle, he briefly got 
complete control of Pune city. Although 
his follower-base and monetary 
situation improved, he found people 
around him more interested in his loot, 
than his ideals.

 Hounded out by the British, 
Phadke had to move south to the Shri 
Shaila Mallikarjun shrine, where he 
tried to organize a fresh rebellion with 

the help of 500 Rohilas.

 A bounty of Rs 4,000 was offered for 
his capture. Eventually betrayed and 

captured at a temple in district Kaladgi in 20 
July 1879, he was taken to Pune for waging war 

against the British Government. He was sentenced 
to life imprisonment, fettered and incarcerated in Aden, 

Yemen. Undaunted, he escaped on 13th February 1883, by 
ripping the prison door off from its hinges. Recaptured, he 
went on hunger strike, but contracting tuberculosis, Phadke 
breathed his last, aged just 37.

 Along with two other social reformers, he set up the 
Poona Native Institution (later Maharashtra Education 
Society) in 1860 and the Bhave School in Poona, which are 
still functional.

 Vasudev Balwant Phadke: A Profile, a booklet was 
released by the Lok Sabha Secretariat in 2004, and his 
portrait unveiled in Parliament House.

 A Marathi film, Vasudev Balwant Phadke, directed by 
Gajendra Ahire, was released in December 2007. In 1984, 
the  Indian Postal Service  issued a 50 paise stamp in his 
honour.
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VINOD DUA (1954-2001)
A people`s person

Great Indians 

A.Radhakrishnan is a Pune based freelance journalist, 
poet and short story writer.

V inod Dua (11 March 1954 – 4 December 2021) was 
a popular Indian journalist with eclectic interests 
ranging from politics, culture to cooking. Hailing from 

a family of Saraiki Hindus, resettled in Delhi’s refugee colonies 
in 1947, Dua was born and brought up in Old Delhi. 
Completing his M.A in Literature from D.U, he participated in 
singing and debate events, and also did theatre.

 Bold, frank, irreverent, he rose to his peak over 42 
years. Among the first TV anchors to reorient himself 
for the digital era - at ease in English and Hindi -- 
he pioneered Hindi TV journalism.

 He was effortless and often 
combined sharp wit and insight. 
Speaking extempore, he would start and 
finish in 15 minutes without even the 
need for editing. He never scripted his 
shows; neither did he refer to the 
teleprompter. Although from the old 
school of anti-establishment 
journalism, he had an easygoing 
attitude towards life.

 Dua started his career in 
1974, with Doordarshan in the black 
and white era, as a news anchor and 
television presenter, with Yuva Manch, 
pioneering news and current affairs, 
aimed at young
audiences.

 In 1975, he anchored Yuva Jan, a 
show for Satellite Instructional Television 
Experiment (SITE). The same year, he anchored 
Jawan Tarang, telecast on the newly commissioned 
Amritsar TV, where he continued until 1980. From 1981 to 
1984, he anchored  Aap Ke Liye, a Sunday morning family 
magazine.

 Along with  Prannoy Roy, NDTV co-founder, he 
co-anchored election analysis on Doordarshan in 1984, giving 
him his first major brush with fame, enabling him to bag 
several other similar programmes. Dua’s strength lay in 
explaining complex ideas.

 He also anchored ‘Janvani’ (People’s Voice), in 1985, 
first of its kind, where common people could ask questions 
directly to the ministers. Dua later joined TV Today, as its chief 
producer in 1987. He also produced shows based on current 
affairs, budget analysis, and documentary films and he 
launched his own production company, The Communication 
Group, in 1988.

 He went on to anchor the popular show Chakravyuha 

in 1992. Producer of a Doordarshan weekly current affairs 
magazine, Parakh, between 1992 and 96, he also anchored 
the show  Tasveer-e-Hind, for DD3 Media, between 1997 
and 1998. In March 1998, Dua anchored Sony 
Entertainment Channel’s show, Chunav Chunauti. Between 
2000 and 2003, he anchored ‘Pratidin’.

 In the late 2000s, Dua hosted NDTV India’s popular 
show, ‘Zaika India Ka’, travelling countrywide, stopping 

by roadside dhabas and roads, exploring distinct 
food cultures.

 Dua entered digital journalism when as 
contributing editor at The Wire, Hindi 

from 2016 to 2018, he presented a 
witty daily news show, Jan Gan Man 
ki Baat. In 2019, he began working 
at Swaraj TV and HW News.

 Controversies also courted him. 
In October 2017, he disapproved 
actor  Akshay Kumar  making 
sexist remarks against his 
comedienne daughter,  on a TV 
show.  In October 2018, he was 
accused of harassment and 
passing an obscene joke by film 

director  Nishtha Jain,  which he 
refuted. Dua

became a magnet for complaints by 
BJP supporters and activists who filed 

FIRs for sedition and ‘spreading fake news 
through his shows.’ However, the Supreme 

Court quashed the charges.

 First electronic media journalist to be bestowed with 
the  Ramnath Goenka Excellence in Journalism Award in 
1996, he got the  Padma Shri  in 2008,  the  D. Litt. 
‘Honoris Causa’ (an honorary degree in Doctor of Letters) by 
ITM University, Gwalior in 2016 and the lifetime
achievement in the field of journalism, the Red Ink Award 
from the Mumbai Press Club in 2017.

 Dua contracted  Covid-19  in early 2021. His wife 
Padmavati, a radiologist and her mother passed away from 
the virus in June. He died aged 67 in New Delhi, survived by 
his daughters, actor- comic Mallika and Bakul, a clinical 
psychologist.



B NSCN-K base in Myanmar. 21 Para was under the 
operational control of III Corps.

 He assumed the post of General Officer 
Commanding-in-Chief (GOC-in-C) Southern Command on 
1st January 2016. After a short stint, he assumed the post 
of Vice Chief of Army Staff on 1st September 2016.

 On 17th December 2016, the Government of India 
appointed Rawat as the Chief of the Army Staff, 

superseding two more senior Lieutenant 
Generals, Praveen Bakshi and P. M. Hariz. He 

took office of Chief of Army Staff on 31st 
December 2016.

 In 2018, Rawat defended the 
army Major involved in the Kashmir 
human shield incident,
where a Kashmiri man was tied to a 
jeep as a human shield. The officer 
was awarded a Chief of Army Staff 
Commendation Card by Rawat for 
counter-insurgency operations.

 On his visit to US in 2019, 
General Rawat was inducted to the 
United States Army Command and 
General Staff College International 

Hall of Fame. He was an honorary 
General of Nepalese Army.

 In 2017, at Doklam a 73-day military 
border standoff happened between the 

Indian Army and the Chinese Army due to 
construction of a road in Doklam near a 

tri-junction border area between Bhutan, China 
and India. Rawat did not hesitate to flex muscles. He 

also did not see any scope of reconciliation with Pakistan.

 He served as the first Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) of 
the Indian Armed Forces from January 2020 and was 
responsible for coordination of the three services.
 
 General Bipin Rawat, his wife Madhulika Rawat, and 
11 other persons who were on board IAF’s Mi-17V5 chopper 
died after it crashed near Tamil Nadu’s Coonoor He was 
cremated with full military honours. Besides government 
officers and political leaders, large number of people paid 
homage to him at the funeral.

Brigadier Suresh Chandra Sharma (retd.)
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India’s inspiring Commander

Great Indians 

ipin Rawat was born in Pauri, Pauri Garhwal district, 
Uttarakhand, on 16th March 1958. His mother 
hailed from Uttarkashi district and was the daughter 

of Kishan Singh Parmar, ex- MLA from Uttarkashi. 

 Rawat attended Cambrian Hall School, Dehradun and 
St. Edward’s School, Shimla. He then joined the National 
Defence Academy (NDA), Khadakwasla. Bipin Rawat had 
also qualified for IIT Chennai (Indian Institute of 
Technology). He ranked first in NDA and was 
awarded the ‘Sword of Honour’. He was 
commissioned into the 5th Battalion, the 
Eleven Gorkha Rifles [5/11 GR] on 
16th December 1978, where his 
father also served.

 He attended the Defence 
Services Staff College (DSSC), 
Wellington and the Higher 
Command Course at the United 
States Army Command and 
General Staff College 
(USACGSC) at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas in 1997. 
From his tenure at the DSSC, 
he obtained an MPhil degree in 
Defence Studies as well as 
diplomas in Management and 
Computer Studies from the 
University of Madras. In 2011, he 
was awarded an honorary doctorate 
by Chaudhary Charan Singh 
University, Meerut for his research on 
strategic studies.

 He spent ten years conducting 
counter-insurgency operations. Promoted to the 
rank of brigadier, he commanded 5 Sector of Rashtriya 
Rifles in Sopore. Rawat commanded MONUSCO (a 
Multinational Brigade in Congo). Within two weeks of 
deployment in the DRC, the Brigade faced a major offensive in 
the East which threatened to destabilise the country. The 
situation demanded a rapid response and North Kivu Brigade 
was responsible for over 7,000 men and women. Rawat 
carried out tactical support to the Congolese Army (FARDC) 
and carried out detailed coordination to ensure that all were 
informed about the situation. Rawat was twice awarded the 
Force Commander’s Commendation.

 He took over as the General Officer Commanding 19 
Infantry Division (Uri) and later commanded III Corps, 
headquartered in Dimapur. In June 2015, eighteen Indian 
soldiers were killed in an ambush by militants belonging to 
UNLFW in Manipur. The Indian Army responded with 
cross-border strikes in which units of 21 Para struck an 

GENERAL BIPIN RAWAT PVSM, UYSM, AVSM, YSM, SM, VSM (1958-2021)





Am I a Hindu first or an Indian first?

Am I a Muslim first or an Indian first?

Am I a Christian first or an Indian first?

Am I a Buddhist first or an Indian first?

Am I a Brahmin first or an Indian first?

Am I a Dalit first or an Indian first?

Am I a South Indian first or an Indian first?

Am I a North Indian first or an Indian first?

Am I the President of India first or an Indian first?

Am I the Prime Minister of India first or an Indian first?

Am I the Commander-in-Chief first or an Indian first?

Am I a supporter of any ‘ism’ first or an Indian first?

Am I a white-collar/blue collar worker first or an Indian first?

Am I a youth/senior citizen first or an Indian first?

In all cases you are Indian First, Last and Always.
Be a Proud Indian. Make this country Great, Strong and United.

WHO AM I?

Sadanand A. Shetty, Founder Editor
(October 9 th, 1930 – February 23 rd, 2007)
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