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More on Bengali theatre
Many kudos and congratulations to OIOP for having brought
out an excellent issue on Theatre in its October 2013 issue.
It is rich both in form and content and is a collector’s issue
for connoisseurs in general and to lovers of theatre in
particular. To enrich the contents of the article on the
‘Bengali Theatre’ I would like to share the following.
When the Britishers came to India, Kolkata was the capital
of British India. For their own recreation and entertainment,
the English established two theatres in Kolkata, the
Chowringhee Theatre in 1813 and the Sans Souci Theatre
in 1839. But these theatres were mainly patronised by
Westerners. Only on rare occasions would rich Indian
aristocrats such as Prince Dwarakanath Tagore and others
would go.
The local Bengalis enjoyed their own traditional
entertainments: Yatra, open air theatre; Panchali, poems
celebrating the glory of a Deity and set to music; and Kavigan, a song competition between two music composers. In
course of time, temporary stages were erected where a
few Bengali dramas were enacted. The Bengali dramatists
learned the technique of changing the backdrop between
acts from the English theatre. Excited by this novelty, they
introduced this technique in their performances.
In 1831, one Navin Chandra Basu of Shyambazar, Kolkata,
a very wealthy man, arranged a stage performance based
on Bharatchandra Roy’s ‘Vidyasundar ”. There was no
change of backdrop as in Western theatres; instead, he set
different scenes in his palace, his garden and other places
within the palace.
For example, the parlour of the palace served as the court
of king Veerasingha; near the pond, the hero Vidyasundar
sat under a Bakula tree; in the garden was a small cottage
for the heroine Malini; and the backyard was the scene for
a cremation ground; and so on. As the actors and actresses
moved from one place to another, so did the audience.
This was something that people had never seen before.
Particularly between 1857 and 1867, wealthy Bengalis in
Kolkata staged plays in the premises of their huge
residences.
Competiting for social status, these rich patrons would
arrange theatrical performances in their luxurious homes
and invite friends and dignitaries. Middle class theatre lovers
were excluded from these shows. Any one who tried to
sneak into the home theatre was humiliated by the security
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guards and thrown out.
Another important turning point in the history of early
Bengali theatre was the entry of one Girish Chandra Ghosh
in the latter half of the 19th century which revolutionised
Bengali theatre. He was the founder of the modern Bengali
theatre and considered by many as the “Bard of Bengal”.
He supported many theatres in Kolkata by acting and
writing several plays and dominated the Kolkata stage for
nearly half a century. His word became a household word
in Kolkata. Of the many plays which he wrote and enacted,
the most important play was his “Chaitanya Leela” based
on the life and teachings of the 15th century Bengali saintpoet Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. This drama became a
sensation in Kolkata.
Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa who heard about the drama
and its divine theme wanted to witness the drama. But
many of his devotees objected to it on the ground that the
women roles in the drama were played by dancing girls
from Kolkata’s red light districts. However, the Master
brushed aside all such baseless objections since he found
divinity in every human being irrespective of her profession.
He watched the play in the Star Theatre of Kolkata on 24
September 1884 and personally blessed Binodini, a dancing
girl who played the lead role, saying “Mother! May you
have illumination!” It was “Chaitanya Leela” that brought
Girish Chandra Ghosh so close to the Master that he lived
as a sincere and ardent devotee of the Master the rest of
his life.
Girish introduced a special custom among the performers
which is observed even today in Bengali theatres. Before
making an appearance on the stage, each actor and actress
bows down to a picture of Sri Ramakrishna and seeks his
blessings. Thus, Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa has been,
in a sense, the patron saint of the Bengali theatre and his
holy photo can be found hanging in the backstage of every
theatre of Kolkata even today.
– B.M.N.Murthy, Bangalore
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Hail the cooperatives!
Cooperatives are doing a great job, by enhancing the pockets and vote banks of
politicians, and of course, bettering the life of their kith and kin, says V Gangadhar. And
if you ask about the farmers and other stakeholders for whom the cooperatives were set
up, then they are how they were – poor and helpless. Now that’s cooperation!

T

AKE any area of Indian economy, it owes something or
the other to our vigorous cooperative sector. Farmers,
textiles, housing, banks or milk — cooperatives, you
mention them they are there. Recently Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi cited the success of cooperatives in Gujarat’s
milk sector. But as usual, his memory played tricks. Gujarat
does have plenty of milk but its production, distribution and
booming profits to the farmers would not have been possible
but for the initiative and efforts of the late Dr. Verghese Kurien,
a non-Gujarati. But then Modi’s memory often played tricks
and he had to be careful about this if and when he becomes
the Prime Minister of India.
Another individual who highlighted the remarkable progress
of Gujarat’s milk cooperatives was also a non-Gujarati,
producer and director Shyam Benegal. Remember the brilliant
film, Manthan? Supposed to be a documentary on the Milk
Revolution of Gujarat, it turned out to be an unforgettable
feature film. As usual NaMo forgot this fact also. The BJP
and the NDA should be worried about this fact. Tomorrow,
Modi would claim to be the Father of Car Cooperatives in
Gujarat; Sanand near Ahmedabad would be named the Indian
Detroit but no credit would be given to the House of Tatas
who brought ‘Nano’ to Gujarat.
Cooperatives means to cooperate in business and production
ventures for the benefit of the people. Who cooperates with
who? And who benefits from these cooperatives? In India it is
mostly the moneyed politicians who are reaping the benefits
of cooperation. Take for example sugar cooperatives in
Maharashtra. These highly profitable ventures have been
dominated for decades by local politicians and today, it is
Sharad Pawar’s Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) which leads
everyone else. The Congress comes a poor second. Every effort
made in the state was aimed to help the sugar barons led by
the formidable Sharad Pawar. The barons need not worry about
water scarcity, they will get as much water as they want. If
the dams which provide water to the sugar fields dry up, NCP
leader Ajit Pawar will always provide a solution. The subsidies
to the sugar barons will never be cut. Even if sugar production
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falls sharply and prices shoot up, its export quota will not be
cut. No wonder the wealthy sugar barons of Maharashtra are
getting fatter and fatter and becoming victims of diabetes. No
wonder, both at the Centre and the state, the NCP, despite its
negligible numbers have managed to retain its stranglehold on the
Agriculture and Irrigation portfolios. The UP sugar barons come
next in power and influence particularly during the crushing
season and along with their rich cousins in Maharashtra are
able to hold people to ransom. That is Indian economic
miracle for you.
Following the directives of late Prime Minister, Lal Bahadur Shastri
and his popular slogan of ‘roti, kapada aur makaan,’ Maharashtra
excelled in all three fields. Its cotton cooperatives clothed the
nation, despite the tendency of fashionable urban women to wear
as minimum clothing as possible. As in the case of sugar barons,
the cotton farmers were favoured by the governments irrespective
of the party in power because most of the powerful cotton barons
belonged to the political class. As for housing cooperatives, this
was a tremendous bonanza for the rulers who played around
with FSI rules and minted money. When the common people
asked for their share, they got nothing!
As for cooperative banking it was a big WOW for the moneyed
class. In Gujarat towns and cities, the cooperative banks owned
the biggest and most luxurious buildings. The directors of these
banks were a mixed lot from various political parties. The BJP
directors borrowed freely from Congress-dominated banks and
the Congress did the same from the other groups. Sometimes,
the banks collapsed but that never affected the affluent directors.
The losers always were the small and medium investors. The
RBI did enquire into the bank collapses but by that time, it was
too late. How often did we discover the cooperative banks
giving away huge loans at ridiculously low interest to their
friends and kith and kin and not bothering if
the money was returned or not?
Mahatma Gandhi wanted to encourage cooperative ventures but must not have
bargained for all this! 
The writer is a well-known satirist.

5
5

COOPERA
TIVE MO
VEMENT
COOPERATIVE
MOVEMENT

Many challenges ahead
for the cooperative sector
As the cooperative sector enters the 21 st century, it becomes inevitable for
cooperatives to guard their autonomy which will give them the edge and moral high
ground to arrive at a position that dovetails into democratic movements in the
country, writes Ajay Dandekar.

T

HE origins of the modern cooperative movement as we
understand it, is almost coterminous with the
consolidation of early capitalism in the United Kingdom
of Great Britain. The term cooperative usually was and still
is used as a form of organisation of people around a common
goal, usually an economic activity. The early cooperative
movement was influenced by the writings of Robert
Owen, Louise Blanc and others. In the year
1844, followers of Robert Owen came
together and established a consumer
cooperative society. They named it as
the Rochdale Equitable Pioneers’
Society, as they lived in the city of
Rochdale. Many of the set principles
of the cooperative movement can
be traced to the practices and
principles of the Rochdale
Equitable Pioneers, such as
transparent practices, one
vote, democratic character of
participation and running an
organisation
and
voluntarism. Later these
principles were to become
cornerstone of the cooperative
movement in the world.
This movement did not remain confined to United Kingdom of
Great Britain alone. It spread to France where the weavers in
the city of Lyon organised a consumer’s society the United
Workers, in 1848. It is interesting that the first congress of
the cooperatives was organised within the first 15 years of
the uprising of the Paris Commune in Paris in 1885.The
movement spread to Italy where in the city of Turin the railroad
workers established a consumers’ society. In Germany too by
the middle of the 19th century a number of cooperative societies
emerged. Between H. Schulze-Delitzsch and F. W. Raiffeisen
two complimentary trends were espoused, of establishing
cooperative credit societies with the workers and peasantry.
6

By the middle of the 19th century the movement had spread
to other parts of Europe and later to Japan and the United
States as well as the other countries in Asia such as India.
We can safely state that by the beginning of the early 20th
century the movement had become global in scope and
scale.
As the movement spread in the capitalist
countries there ensued a debate about the
character of the movement. The
critiques of the left accused the
movement of creating an illusion
about economic equity in the
capitalist system. Marx, while
supporting the idea of the
cooperatives and cooperation
cautioned that only when
the capitalist state gives
way to the state of and
by the producing classes
does such a movement
be
possible
and
otherwise it would create
an illusion and weaken
the revolutionary struggles.
This still remains a contested
territory.

Cooperative movement in India
The roots of the cooperative movement in India can be traced
to agriculture and its allied sectors. The context of the
cooperatives in India lies in the increasing rural indebtedness
of the farmers and others who were at the receiving end of
the debt economy. This created the necessary environment
for the farmers to create cooperative societies. This generally
became a viable proposition for the farmers as they could
pool in their credit resources and tackle the situation of the
debt to some extent. The nature of the cooperatives here
also extended to other realms of the agrarian economy, notably
ONE INDIA ONE PEOPLE
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in supplies of inputs and marketing of agriculture produce.
The year 1904 was a watershed year in the history of the
cooperative movement in India as that year saw the
enactment of the Cooperative Credit Society Act, 1904. The
1912 Cooperative Societies Act replaced the 1904
Cooperative Societies Act. This Act provided for the
cooperatives for other purposes other than credit as well.
The Montague-Chelmsford Reforms of 1919 made
Cooperatives a provincial subject. It put the provinces
responsible for the development of the cooperatives. The
scope of the rising cooperatives was recognised by an Act in
1942, where the government of the day facilitated those
cooperatives whose activities were spread over more than
one province.
The independence movement was not only perfectly conversant
with the cooperative movement but was also its ardent
supporter. The independence movement was also aware of
the potential of the cooperatives and their latent strengths.
Thus at the dawn of independence, India had a framework
of legislation in place as well as a willing political and
administrative class that supported it.

Agriculture cooperatives – the mainstay of the
movement
The early forays in the cooperative sector were in the arena
of agriculture credit, inputs and marketing, and over the
years that has by and large remained the mainstay of the
movement. Today in India we have more than six lakh
cooperative society organisations. They are one of the major
pillars of the rural developing economy and play a significant
role in rural credit and in aiding in creating livelihood
opportunities. The cooperatives have at the pan national
level generated significant numbers of employment. (1.22
million directly and 16.58 million self-employment) till 2012
(Indian Co-operative Movement: A Statistical Profile - 2012,
National Resource Centre, National Cooperative Union of
India, July 2012. P.34). The works that they engage in
encompass a wide range of economic activities related to
fisheries, handlooms, cold storage, dair y, marketing,
consumer goods, credit and services, large sized multipurpose cooperative societies, horticulture, etc. The following
table summarises the major share of cooperatives in the
economy.

Share of cooperatives in national economy Percentage
(%)
Rural network (villages covered)
98
Retail Fair Price Shops (Rural + Urban)

20.3

Kisan Credit Cards issued (43.66 Million
up to 31st March, 2012 since inception)
Fertilisers distributed*

38.3
36

Capacity Utilisation of Sugar Mills
(As on 31.3.2012)

44.7

Sugar produced (9.304 Million Tonnes
as on 31.3.2012)
Milk procurement to marketable surplus

39.7
16

Ice Cream Manufacture*

45

Wheat procurement (9.440 Million
Tonnes during 2012-13)

24.8

Paddy procurement (5.518 Million
Tonnes during 2011-12)
Handlooms in cooperatives*
Fishermen in cooperatives (active)*

14.8
54
23

Rubber procured and marketed*
Oil Marketed (branded)*

18.5
49

Salt manufactured (18,266 Metric Tonnes)*

7.6

* For previous years
Source: http://www.ncui.coop/pdf/Indian-CooperativeMovement-a-Profile-2012.pdf

The above figures are impressive. They suggest that almost
majority of the villages are linked to the cooperative movement.
This in itself is a very substantial achievement. Such a linkage
plays a crucial role in the access issues in credits as well as
agriculture inputs and also marketing the produce and
procurements. The wide range of economic activities that
are functioning through the cooperative movement augurs well
for the well-being of the rural economy. If we look at the
sector-wise development in Indian economic context then the
following pictures emerge.

Development of various cooperative sectors
IFFCO, the Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative is a major player
in the fertiliser sector. With a control over almost more than 30
percent of the market, IFFCO plays an important role in the
distribution channel of fertilisers to the farmers in India. The
sugar cooperatives in Maharashtra are another example of the
deep penetration of the sector involving farmers in rural areas.
(Continued on page 10)

Maxim
Cooperatives are people’s institutions. I have great faith in the people’s power. What our government needs to do
is simply empower the people. Only that can turn our country into a super power as envisioned in ‘Vision 2020’.
– Dr. Verghese Kurien, in his memoir I too had a Dream (published in 2005 by Roli Books)
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Political power flows
through cooperatives
With new economic policies and changing political order, the cooperative sector in
Maharashtra is facing basic problems of survival. Unless cooperatives makes serious
efforts to adjust to changed atmosphere and take action against corruption, which is
eroding its strength, their chances of survival are slim, cautions Prakash Bal Joshi.

M

AO said power flows through the barrel of gun. In
Maharashtra, it flows through gunny bags used to
load sugar. Sugar is no more a mere commodity sold
and purchased in forward trading but a politically sensitive weapon
which makes or breaks political head honchos in the state.

Politicians enter the cooperative sector
The cooperative movement took roots years ago due to the
vision and hard work put in by Dr. Dhananjayrao Gadgil and
Padmashri Vikhe Patil during pre-independence days. With
the construction of many dams in the early days after
independence, the cooperative movement, mostly
centred around sugar factories, flourished
in Maharashtra making it one
of the largest sugar
producing states in the
country. The architect of
modern Maharashtra Y.
B. Chavan, doyen of
cooperative movement
Vasantdada Patil and
other senior Congress
leaders kept on taking
the legacy further by
adding
other
cooperatives for milk,
cotton yarn, and seeds
and so on. The network of
cooperative land development banks, and rural credit
cooperative societies became a beehive of activities in rural
Maharashtra empowering farmers and their leaders.
The people who managed these cooperative societies emerged
as political leaders of rural Maharashtra who dominated
political power through successfully contesting elections to
the state legislative assembly and the Lok Sabha. Initially,
these cooperative institutions required support and guidance

8

from the state administration and political support was a must
for starting and successfully running these societies which
totally controlled rural economy of the state and dominated
socio-political life of Maharashtra. The Congress party right
from the beginning supported these cooperative institutions,
the leaders of these cooperatives in turn became legislators
and decided who should become the chief ministers and
wielded tremendous power.
Unfortunately the opposition parties remained in
sidelines and could never make any entry into
the cooperative institutions. With the entry
of Shiv Sena in rural Maharashtra backed
by the BJP, the opposition began
making inroads into these
cooperative domains but marginally.
They could never utilise these
institutions for political purposes
but realised that if they want
to make inroads into rural
Maharashtra, they would
have to break hold of the
Congress over these
institutions.
Farzana

The power struggle and
corruption

Initially, these institutions
remained apolitical but as political
clashes over retaining power began with earnest, they began
getting influenced by political forces representing rival camps
within the Congress Party in the state. The sugar factories
remained the nodal agency and those sugar barons who wielded
political power as well through electoral process, consolidated
their positions by putting in their supporters in other cooperative
sectors. The chain of educational institutions, engineering
colleges as well as medical colleges run by these leaders
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from the cooperative sector opened up another window of
consolidation of power. With huge donation by way of capitation
fees in non-aided colleges, they expanded their empire in rural
Maharashtra.
The raw power struggle within these institutions also led to
certain bad elements and practices. The sugar factories and
their directors indulged in corrupt practices using their muscle
power to control these sugar factories. There is now fight to
get scarce sugarcane by way of force and offering better prices
than other sugar factories. Power corrupts and absolute power
through these cooperative factories also corrupted absolutely.
There were many cases of corruption against the gangs of
sugar barons who looted these profit making institutions making
them sick. Today, it is difficult to fight these sugar barons
since they have lot of money and muscle power and can make
people bend for the kind of support they provide in all aspects
of life in rural Maharashtra.
They have also tried to keep these institutions out of the RTI
scope, but no longer can they protect their guilty leaders.
There is a need to clean these institutions of corrupt and
power crazy people to further improve quality of life in rural
Maharashtra. If you take a look at the cooperative structure,
you will find that legislators are mostly people who control
these institutions. Due to political rivalry, some opposition
leaders have managed to start and run some of the sugar
factories as well as other cooperative societies.

The fall of sugar cooperatives
The sugar lobby in the state is certainly in a difficult position
due to several factors – including changes in the fiscal policies.
Same is the case with cooperative dairies, cooperative spinning
mills, and cooperative banks in rural as well as urban areas.
Some of these banks had to be liquidated or merged with
national banks to safeguard interests of small depositors.
Dairies are also facing tough competition from local as well
as big brands like Nestle who collect milk for their dairy
products through some of these new cooperatives which do
not have other facilities. There are now different kinds of
societies, cater to the different markets as well as directly
supply to these big multinational companies which process
them and sell through their big marketing chains.
The cooperative sugar factories are facing problems due to
many factors – mismanagement, greedy director board, low
output, declining prices of sugar and use of outdated
techniques. The sector is still reeling under the impact of
new challenges being thrown at it due to changed fiscal policies
in the country as a result of WTO (World Trade Organisation)
agreements.
But more than these technical and fiscal problems,
mismanagement and political rivalry are mainly responsible
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for turning these growth centres into sick units requiring doses
of financial support year after year. Union agriculture minister
Sharad Pawar heads the Nationalist Congress Party (NCP)
and emerged as the leader of the cooperative sector in the
state. All the regional satraps, sugar barons belonging to NCP,
Congress, and other parties look towards him for solution to
their problems.
As a result of political rivalry, corruption, mismanagement
and market competition, half of the sugar factories are sick
and some of them are closed for various reasons. The
Maharashtra State Cooperative Bank which has given huge
loans to these units is finding it difficult to support these non
performing units. As a result of defaulting sugar cooperative
units and land development banks, one of the strongest
cooperative banks in the country is facing problems. Chief
Minister Prithviraj Chavan had to dissolve the board of directors
dominated by the NCP leaders of the bank to save it from
becoming a sick bank. The National Bank for Agriculture and
Rural Development (NABARD) and the Reserve Bank have
been warning the state governments against these defaulting
units to take corrective measures, but powerful political lobbies
have not allowed such punitive action.
Almost every year, these institutions are infused with funds
to tide over problems. The sugar factories, dairies, textile
spinning mills, marketing committees, banks – you name it.
Due to political support, these sick cooperatives get government
assistance. While some of them really use the funds for solving
problems, most of the funds are wasted and diverted by the
board for political purpose or siphoned away by the directors
themselves. Very rarely are actions initiated against offenders;
most of the time audits are not held and remain buried in
files. Out of 150 sugar factories almost 50% are sick and
many do not crush sugarcane. The lobby has been notorious
of seeking funds even for the closed factories where funds are
merely diverted and misused. Being aware of the trend, the
union finance ministry tried to assert that the packages of
funds prepared from time to time to tide over difficult times
should be made available to only those factories which crushed
sugarcane. Situation in case of other societies is not different.

Privatisation, an eye wash?
The privatisation of cooperative sector is on in Maharashtra.
The NABARD and the Union Finance Ministry have been
putting pressure on the state government to allow sale of sick
cooperative sugar factories to the private sector so that the
banks can recover dues and pay dues of the farmers and
labour. According to insiders, greedy and powerful directors
of these sick factories are mainly responsible for
mismanagement and several frauds of siphoning out funds
meant for restructuring of these sick units. So far the
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government has allowed to auction over 26 sick cooperative
sugar factories, but many issues of compensation to farmers
whose land was used to set up these factories and workers
dues are pending. They have taken political turn and would
be solved as a price for political support.
Due to political tussle between the Congress and the NCP,
the state government has recently taken another decision not
to allow sick units to be sold to the private sector and give
them to run on lease to other cooperative sugar units already
running successful units. The detractors are claiming that it
is merely a political decision to stop backlash from farmers
and rural people against the sale of sick cooperative sugar
factories to private sector. Lakhs of farmers are still waiting
for compensations from sick units sold so far.
Many of the private sector units buying these cooperative sick
units are closer to BJP and other opposition parties. Some
claim that this is a shrewd move by Pawar to tame a few
stalwarts from BJP from attacking the Congress-NCP in coming

Many challenges ahead...
(Continued from page 7)

They have a lion’s share in production, marketing and
distribution of sugar with a large concentration in Maharashtra.
The same can be stated in case of cotton and looms. One of
the major success stories of the cooperative enterprise in the
country would always remain the dairy sector. Under the
leadership of one peerless gentleman, who went by the name
Verghese Kurien, the dairy cooperatives, starting from a scratch
have today reached the commanding heights in the sector
globally. It is instructive to understand how the dairy sector
developed in a cooperative mould, especially in Gujarat. Dr.
Kurien set certain iron cast principles which professionalised
the sector, set transparency standards which attracted the
members, and set quality bench marks at the procurement
and production ends that satisfied the customers. As a result,
the country that was nowhere in the frame when it came to
production of milk and its by-products, today is the largest
producer of milk in the world, and yet the sector’s outreach
is still to realise its full potential in terms of its reach as a
sector! Through Operation Flood the task was done in a
mission mode. But the great man also understood that
organisational stability as well as continuous support was
necessary for the cooperatives to succeed. Thus the National
Dairy Development Board (NDDB) was set up with the
headquarters in Anand. He also realised a need that the rural
sector as a whole would require a committed pool of human
resource that will work in the arena of rural development
with a critical mind-set. He thus created IRMA (Institute of
Rural Management), an institution that has now an iconic
status in the field of rural development and rural management.
10

elections. Sugar barons have prevailed upon the government
to stop sale of cooperative units and grabbed them for
themselves. The government allowed lease of seven
cooperative sugar factories in Satara, Kolhapur and Osmanabad
on a long term basis to nearby successful cooperatives to run
them. The farmers are not very happy with the decision to
stop sale of sugar factories as they will have to wait longer to
get their dues from the new units.
With new economic policies and changing political order, the
cooperative sector in Maharashtra is
facing basic problems of survival.
Unless it makes serious efforts to
adjust to changed atmosphere and
takes action against corruption eroding
its strength, there is very little chance
of its survival.
The writer is a Mumbai based journalist
and artist.

Today, as there is a realisation that a lot remains to be done
in the dairy sector, the foundations have been comprehensively
laid by the great man and his dedicated team, and his
successors in NDDB and AMUL (Anand Milk Union Limited).

97th Amendment to the Constitution- a defining moment
The passage of the 97th Amendment to the Constitution is
another defining movement in the country in so far as the
cooperative sector is concerned. While there may be some
differences with regard to certain clauses, the 97th Amendment
is recognition of the fact that the Cooperative sector has
made its mark and is now duly being recognised for its immense
potential in the sphere of economy and polity in India.
As the cooperative sector enters the 21st century it faces new
challenges and new opportunities as well as some old questions
and issues remain that may require a more nuanced reflection
by the sector. The sector has always been vulnerable to
political pressures. This can be seen in a much more
pronounced manner in case of the sugar cooperatives. While
there is nothing per se good or bad about such pulls and
pressures from the political class, the sector must guard its
autonomy as it is that autonomy that gives the cooperatives
the edge and a moral high ground. The sector also must mull
over the old question that Marx had
posed to it. Towards that end it
becomes necessary for the sector to
introspect about its own compulsions
and must arrive at a position that
dovetails into democratic movements
in the country. 
The writer is Professor at TISS, based
at
Rural
campus,
Tuljapur,
Maharashtra.
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HOUSING COOPERA
TIVES
COOPERATIVES
THE SARASW
AT COOPERA
TIVE HOUSING SOCIETY
SARASWA
COOPERATIVE

Asia’s first in cooperative
housing
Anuradha Dhareshwar tells us the inspiring story of Asia’s first cooperative housing
society that came up at Gamdevi in Mumbai in 1915, and the pioneering work of Rao
Bahadur Shripad Subbarao Talmaki, the doyen of India’s cooperative movement.

N

IRANJAN Savur is one of the second generation
families, who live in Asia’s first cooperative housing
society constructed in Mumbai, nearly 100 years ago,
after the Cooperative Societies Act became operational in
India in 1905. His spacious home, one of the 42 self-contained
tenements in the Saraswat Cooperative Housing Society at
Gamdevi in Grant Road, Mumbai, was purchased by his father
Amrutrao Savur from the original member at a princely sum
of less than `2000 in the early 1930s. As it was a
copartnership society, two-thirds of the share was contributed
by the society and one-third by its members, when the society
was registered on 28 March 1915. While the Savur family,
(the fourth generation was born in the house 10 years ago) is
grateful to the late Amrutrao for his wisdom in investing in a
house in Mumbai in the early 90s, they are even more grateful
to the far sightedness of Rao Bahadur Shripad Subbarao

Rao Bahadur Shripad Subbarao Talmaki, the
doyen of India’s cooperative movement
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Talmaki, the doyen of India’s cooperative movement.
Today, at a time when affordable housing in India is a dream
for lakhs of middle class families, even where both husband
and wife are employed, hundreds of families, like the Savurs,
who live in the Saraswat housing colonies that came up at
several places in Mumbai after the Cooperation Societies Act
came into existence, feel indebted to Talmaki, who
championed the cause of cooperation movement in India. He
was also the first to lay the foundation of the Shamrao Vithal
Cooperative Urban Credit Society, one of the oldest and longest
surviving cooperative bank in India, which has metamorphosed
into the Shamrao Vithal Cooperative (SVC) Bank.
Shripad Talmaki’s work in the cooperative sector is an
exemplary example of the vision and greatness of the men of
his era, who worked not for individual gains or profits, but for
the service of humanity. A man who came from a humble

Saraswat Cooperative Housing Society at Gamdevi, Grant Road in Mumbai
- Asia’s first cooperative housing society, will turn 100 in 2014
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middle class Chitrapur Saraswat Brahmin family from
Karnataka, Talmaki had made Mumbai his home in late 1902,
when he worked as an Assistant Shirsatedar at the Bombay
High Court. After doing his Bachelors in Arts and Law from
Mumbai, he initially practiced in Kumta district of Karnataka
as an advocate. But finding life in Kumta too dull and
restrictive, Talmaki returned to Mumbai to pursue his goals,
one of which was serving his community and society at large.

Talmaki’s pioneering efforts
When the Cooperative Societies Act was passed in India
towards the close of 1904, Talmaki was one of the first persons
to visualise the potential of cooperative effort in housing,
banking and other areas and how he could use the cooperative
concept to improve the socio-economic conditions of the
people of his community. Like him, there were many young
educated people from his community, who had migrated from
their villages to Mumbai in search of employment. They were
either living on rent or with relatives, who were kind enough
to accommodate them. Talmaki thought of establishing
cooperative housing societies to meet the housing needs of
these migrants.
It was an ambitious goal Talmaki had set for himself, and the
task was quite daunting considering the fact that people of
his community were scattered across Mumbai. The cooperative
housing project had to be promoted by word of mouth. In the
absence of phone or a directory in those days, it was difficult
to get a count of all his fellow migrants and locate them. But
a caste-census initiated by the late Shamrao Vithal (another
great personality who worked for promoting art and education
in the community) and completed by Talmaki in 1912, under
extremely challenging circumstances (as Mr. Vithal had passed
away and a dozen men who were entrusted with the job of
census had scattered after the outbreak of plague in Mumbai),
came handy. However, there were many other hurdles along
the way before he could realise his dream.
“Although Talmaki’s honesty of purpose and transparent
sincerity were beyond question, his was a formidable task,
as he had to dispel ignorance, overcome prejudice, answer
criticism and pacify opposition and win the trust of people”,
writes Mr. N.S. Kowshik in a tribute to Talmaki in a
community publication. “But Talmaki succeeded by reason
of his patient persuasive methods, his determination and
persistence. He nursed no bitterness, cherished no grievance
towards those who differed from him, but sought by
discussion to win them over.”
As Talmaki plunged into the cooperation work head on, he
got together eight friends to join him in registering, the
Shamrao Vithal Urban Cooperative Credit Society on 27
December 1906, which later funded Asia’s first cooperative

12

housing society and all other colonies that subsequently
came up.

An historic moment for cooperative housing
The genesis of the Cooperative Housing Society at Gamdevi
was a paper read by Talmaki at a meeting of the Kanara
Saraswat Association (a social club of Saraswats which was
formed into an Association by Talmaki to achieve wider
objectives of serving the people of his community) held at
Hirabaug in Grant Road on 24 January, 1914, under the
presidency of Mr.B.W. Kissan., I.C.S., Special Officer, Salsette.
So impressed was the officer by the meticulous way in which
Talmaki had carried out the community census, he is believed
to have remarked, “The Census which you took, I consider a
triumph of organisation, carried out, as it was, without coercive
powers such as Government finds it necessary to use when it
takes a Census. I say if anyone could make a Cooperative
Housing Society, you ought to be able to do it.”
The Saraswat Cooperative Housing Society, thus came into
being at Gamdevi in Grant Road, and was registered on 28
March 1915. Three buildings with two four room tenements
on each floor, were constructed and occupied on 1 January,
1916. A year later two more buildings comprising 24
tenements were constructed in the same premises. The
Shamrao Vithal Cooperative Credit Society gave material help
in the construction of all these buildings with loans at specially
reduced rates of interest. Sir Prabhashankar Pattani, Member
of the Governor’s Executive Council, and President of the
Bombay Cooperative Housing Association, had announced a
loan of `24,000 at 4 per cent interest for ten years to the
first Cooperative Housing Society to be registered in India,
and the Saraswat Cooperative Housing Society got the loan
as the first such Society.
Shripad Talmaki thus gave a much-needed impetus to the
Housing Cooperatives in the country and made history. While
Talmaki passed away in Dharwad in 1948, his greatgranddaughter Shakuntala Kulkarni, an artist, owns the
house in the society which the cooperative housing pioneer
once lived.
The Saraswat Cooperative Housing Society has another first
to its credit. Ashok Kulkarni, the seniormost resident and the
present chairman of the society, who was born a year after
his father A. H. Kulkarni moved into the society in 1937,
points out that the Saraswat colony was also the first housing
society in Mumbai to have self-contained tenements. In those
days Mumbai had a chawl system with common bathrooms
and toilets for residents, and therefore self-contained homes
were a novel concept. Talmaki and the original members of
the Society deliberated a lot on this issue, and decided that
the Saraswat society will be built as self-contained tenements,
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with attached bathrooms and toilets. Many such interesting
facts and the details on how Asia’s first housing society took
shape are well documented by Talmaki in a book written by
him, says Kulkarni. The Saraswat colonies which came up
later were planned with community halls to hold cultural and
welfare activities.
After the buildings at Gamdevi were occupied, people realised
the immense benefits of Cooperative Housing. A second
cooperative housing society with Talmaki in the lead was
constructed at Linking Road, Santacruz; and another at
Dharwad in Karnataka. In the years that followed, more
such cooperative housing societies of the community came
up at various places in Mumbai and Karnataka, with subsidised
loans from Shamrao Vithal Cooperative Credit Society. Even
if such colonies housing people from a particular community
are today frowned upon as being “insular”, families who live
in these colonies look upon it as a blessing, as it has helped
stay in touch with their roots, customs and traditions, all of
which are fast disappearing in multi-cultural and
cosmopolitan Mumbai.

Upholding the cooperative spirit
As Rekha Balwally, a resident of the Anandashram Cooperative
Housing Society, another Saraswat colony at Proctor Road in
Grant Road that celebrated its Platinum Jubilee, a year ago,
succinctly puts it, “These colonies have helped uphold the
cooperative spirit of housing societies in the truest sense.
The colony is like one big family, where three and four
generations of families meet up frequently, share joys and
sorrows, help each other in difficult times, celebrate festivals
together, hold a number of social and cultural events and
generally live an active and happy life, which helps in individual
growth, as there is so much to learn from each other. Many
of them have found their life partners within these colonies.
And as we grow older, and the younger generation lives a
busy life, we still have friends to give us company and evenings
to look forward to. Where do we find such camaraderie in
cooperative housing societies today?”
Although Talmaki’s cooperative work was initially restricted
to his community, he is known to have helped anybody who
approached him. His ideas and efforts in cooperation had

caught the attention of other communities, who then
replicated the Gamdevi cooperative housing society model,
to meet the then housing demands of people, especially
migrants to Mumbai. Talmaki prepared a scheme of cooperative housing for the industrial workers of Mumbai, and
some years ago, when the Mahars of Bandra thought of
starting a Housing Society, they sought Talmaki’s from his
retirement to preside over and guide their deliberations. He
was greatly interested in rural reconstruction, and with cooperation of other like-minded people such as Sir Chunilal V.
Mehta, Mr. A. V. Thakkar and Dr. Harold Mann, started a
Rural Reconstruction Association which did useful work at its
two centres, namely, Balasa in the Panch Mahals and Waki
in Sholapur District.
Talmaki had gathered a lot of information on the cooperative
sector, which he later compiled into a practical guide for
the benefit of others, entitled ‘Cooperation in India and
Abroad’. In recognition of his sterling services to the
Cooperative Movement of India, the Government conferred
on him the title of “Rao Sahib” in 1914 and of “Rao Bahadur”
in 1916.
Today, when newly constructed buildings in Mumbai are
crashing down like a pack of cards, and buildings which are
less than 30 years old are in dilapidated conditions, the
Gamdevi Saraswat Cooperative Housing Society and other
Saraswat colonies that were constructed with Talmaki
spearheading the cooperation work still stand tall and strong.
One cannot but salute the cooperative spirit of this humble
man, who dedicated his entire life in serving people. The
Gamdevi Society which falls under the Grade III heritage
structure in Mumbai will soon turn 100, and its proud
residents are gearing up for the centenary celebrations that
will begin in March 2014 and go upto
January 2016, to mark the day when
the tenants first moved in. 
The writer is Editor, One India One
People.
(We are grateful to Kanara Saraswat
Association in permitting us to use
excerpts from the article on Shripad
Talmaki by K.S. Kowshik, published in
December 2010 issue of KSA.)

Aarogyam
Mint or Pudina is a much loved herb in India. It is used in many Indian dishes, especially for making chutney or
as a garnish. It also has many medicinal properties. Since it is a good pain healer, mint extracts are used in pain
balms as well. Mint contains necessary enzymes that can aid digestion. With its anti-bacterial and anti-inflammatory
properties, mint is good for your oral health. Chewing mint leaves will prevent tooth decay, dispel bad breath
and keep your teeth clean. Mint leaves are said to be a storehouse of nutrients like calcium, phosphorus,
Vitamin C, D and E and thus can boost immunity also. So, next time, when you visit your vegetable market, grab
that bunch of mint leaves.
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SUGAR COOPERA
TIVES
COOPERATIVES
PRA
VARANA
GAR SUGAR COOPERA
TIVE
PRAV
ARANAGAR
COOPERATIVE

A Jewel in India’s Crown
The Pravaranagar Sugar Cooperative factory is a model sugarcane cooperative, which has
been able to create a better life for its stakeholders with innovative agricultural development,
improving rural economy and transport, and creating health and educational infrastructure
in Ahmednagar district of Maharashtra. Dilip Chaware charts its success story.

T

HE Pravaranagar Sugar Cooperative factory in
Ahmednagar district of Maharashtra was chosen to
showcase India’s sugarcane cooperative model because
of its success in raising a cooperative industry owned by small
farmers with its financial discipline, its social orientation and
several innovations for improved rural livelihood, bio-energy
and rural development by Food & Agriculture Organisation,
Rome, for one of its 2009 projects.
Pravara has always been a role model on the basis of
Leadership, Strategy and Innovation, Performance, Stature,
Social Contribution and Governance, Simplicity, Commitment
to Values and Devotion to work. It believes that common
people are capable of achieving and doing extra-ordinary work
through initiatives like the one launched by the pioneer
Vithalrao Vikhe Patil through cooperative organisation. Pravara
looks at every challenge as an opportunity not only to set a
goal and build an enterprise for its shareholders, but more
importantly, to build a great future for the common man.
The major achievements of the Pravara Karkhana (as it is
popularly called) can be listed as:
 Regular market and remunerative prices for sugarcane
produce of small and marginal farmers
 Increase sugarcane farm productivity by using the latest
technology
 Promote local food and livelihood security in a droughtprone region by developing alternative irrigation systems
for crop diversification
 Promote farm value-addition through processing of
sugarcane and industrial use of byproducts leading to
improved and sustainable incomes of small farmers
 Invest cooperative income to improve healthcare,
education, credit and transport infrastructure
 Create employment opportunities for the landless
Located near Ahmednagar in the Pravara river region which
lies in the arid “rain shadow” belt , where the average annual
precipitation is not more than 10 inches, this region had
been plagued by recurrent famine conditions. Although a water
14

The Pravaranagar Sugar Cooperative factory

canal had been running through the Pravara region since
1910, it was not used by small and marginal farmers. The
sugarcane production was controlled by private companies on
farmers’ lands, which held long-term cultivation leases at
ridiculously low rates. These private sugar factories paid very
low prices to the sugarcane farmers, whose full produce was
rarely purchased, forcing them to often burn the unsold
sugarcane, resulting in perpetual indebtedness.

The pioneers of sugar cooperatives
Looking at the farmers’ plight, three visionaries – the pioneer
Vithalrao Vikhe Patil, Vaikunthbhai Mehta and Dhananjayrao
Gadgil – decided to end this cruel exploitation and promote
rural livelihood through healthy trade practices in the form of
the cooperation movement. Their three-pronged mantra was:
– agricultural diversification, agro-processing and agroindustrial activity.
Vithalrao Vikhe Patil’s untiring efforts finally fructified when a
farmers’ cooperative with small and marginal farmer members
from 44 villages agreed to pool financial resources. The
initiative, the first in Asia, was backed by the Maharashtra
State Cooperative Bank to establish the first cooperative sugar
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factory in India. The year was 1950. Established with a budget
of about ` 2.25 lakh, small and marginal farmers contributing
80 percent, the capital investment had increased beyond `
600 million by 1993 and has swelled more than eight times
by 2009. Some of the remarkable initiatives of the Pravara
Karkhana are:—








Pravara Shikshanottejak Sahakar Patpedhi (Credit Society):
established on 23 October 1952 to provide financial aid
for education of children of shareholders and workers.
First biogas plant in the cooperative sector set up in India
in 1977. Biogas used for powering sugar factory’s distillery
that earlier used thermal power. It has cut down thermal
pollution. The surplus biogas is piped for household
cooking.
Ethanol Plant installed in 2002. Has ready market in the
petroleum sector and earns substantial revenue.
A 30 MW power project: Out of 30 MW power generation,
22 MW will be supplied to the Grid of Maharashtra State
Electricity Transmission Company Limited and 8 MW will
be used for captive consumption when it comes up. Project
cost is estimated to be about `200 crore.

Some key accomplishments of Balasaheb Vikhe Patil:
Reforms in education










Reforms in cooperation for rural development
propagated the spirit of self-help and mutual help
among farmers. It has:




Agricultural development: Irrigation - 39 percolation tanks
with 153 Mcf capacity irrigating nearly 1500 hectares and
recharging ground wells; 5 Kolhapur Type weirs on the Pravara
canal irrigating more than 2925 hectares; substantial reduction
in soil salinity and improved ground water level; improved
productivity. Transportation of water during monsoon by lifting
it for the drought-prone region.
Rural economy and transport: 2565 km rural roads built;
175 farm and non-farm village cooperative enterprises and
credit cooperatives promoted.
Health and education infrastructure: The Pravara Karkhana’s
initiatives have resulted in significant social achievements,
which are endorsed by improvement in various indicators –
increase in literacy to 83%, reduction in child and maternal
mortality reduced to 3.5% and 1.8%, respectively.
According to recent statistics, the Karkhana employs about
1500 technicians and villagers directly and about 5000 local
people on sugarcane farms in crop harvesting and transport to
factory.
Vithalrao’s son Eknathrao, popularly called Balasaheb Vikhe
Patil, has taken the cooperation movement forward. He has
been instrumental in the prosperity of the region through the
Pravara Karkhana, which he has been heading for the past
several decades. He was a member of the Lok Sabha and a
Union minister. He was decorated with the Padma Bhushan
on 31 March 2010 for his outstanding work in the field of
Social Work.
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Launched several education institutions offering primary,
secondary and higher education in rural areas
Provided amenities for technical, medical and vocational
education for rural industrial development and selfemployment and health awareness
Generated employment opportunities for 2750 teachers
and non-teaching staff, with the enrollment of over 40000
students for different courses
Enabled over 5000 students to secure good academic
qualifications through novel educational schemes
Accredited for launch of Pravara Public School- rural
India’s first Public School - housing over 1375 students
with membership of the Indian Public School Conference,
New Delhi







Addressed the problems of unemployment, poverty,
ignorance and illiteracy in the new global environment
Promoted several cooperative sugar factories in different
areas of Maharashtra and has been instrumental in
launching various cooperative institutions like agricultural
credit, agricultural marketing, agro-processing and rural
banking
A regular participant in international sugar conferences to
imbibe new techniques of sugarcane production
Undertook village development, illiteracy eradication and
health facilities
Introduced key agro-processing and agriculture marketing
initiatives through cooperation

Agricultural reforms
Initiatives of Balasaheb Vikhe-Patil for rural development have
been recognised by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research
(ICAR), New Delhi, which sanctioned a Krishi Vigyan Kendra
(KVK) for Pravara in 1992.
 Spearheaded a technological revolution in the KVK,
benefiting over 10,00,000 small and marginal farmers in
Ahmednagar district and also initiated a community radio
project and facilities like video conferencing
 Promoted integrated rural development through Information
Technology. The Pravara Pragati IT network connects 12
Pravara institutions with the rural community across a score
of villages, reaching to over 85000 rural families. The
Project was the first successful model providing connectivity
through VSAT technology and implementing sophisticated
technologies like video conferencing in villages

15

Propelled technological growth in Indian agriculture by
expediting modernisation of training programmes
Achieved 21% increase during the last 30 years in the
use of tractors, 52% oil engines and 52% in Dunlop carts
As Minister of State for Finance in the Union Government,
kick-started strengthening of insurance for agriculture,
small farmers and farm workers







Reforms in the finance sector
Vikhe Patil launched the Pravara Cooperative Bank in 1975,
with a token share capital of `2 lakh. Initially, its deposits
were of just `5000 and it had 400 members. Identified as a
Scheduled Bank by the RBI from 2003, the Bank’s share
capital in recent years grew to over `3 crore and the deposits
exceeded `250 crore.
 The Bank financially assists education for marginal income
groups, for housing people belonging to schedule castes
and tribes, low income group sections as well as promotes
rural development and cooperation, village industries,
motivates young technically qualified persons to start their
own industries in the area and to promote dairy
development.

Health reforms
Vikhe Patil established the Pravara Rural Hospital in 1972,
which has metamorphosed into an ultra modern, 750bed hospital which has many expert doctors on its staff.
The hospital undertakes comprehensive community health
care of the villages and provides health services at
affordable rates, including some superspecialities.
The hospital has been serving the under-served tribal and
hilly people of about 500 villages at the doorstep through
various innovations and empowerment of female health
volunteers.
The Pravara Rural Medical College is among the few
colleges in the country conducting community-oriented
medical education programmes having international
collaborations for exchange of staff, students and
collaborative research work in Maastricht, the Netherland
University of Limburg, the University of Pecs, Hungary
and the University of Linkoping, Sweden. Of late, it has
been recognised as a Deemed University.









Priority is given to local and rural students for admissions.

Reforms in socio-economic development
Vikhe Patil has accelerated the socio-economic development
in Ahmednagar District. He was the architect of the launch
of the first I.T.I in Maharashtra for women and the first
Polytechnic for girls. The Pravara Institute of Research and
Education in Natural and Social Sciences (PIRENS) has been
an NGO appended to the portfolio of institutions, with the
objective of undertaking economic alleviation programmes,
by generating employment for rural masses. The institution
has been working for providing relief to numerous afflicted
people through its network of health camps. Vikhe Patil
undertook social upliftment of women through the launch of
PIRENS programmes.

Maharashtra Pani Parishad, Loni
Balasaheb Vikhe Patil has piloted key initiatives to address
water scarcity through the launch of an NGO, “Maharashtra
Pani Parishad” which has been suggesting various programmes
for harvesting of water. The Parishad has suggested 19 waterlinking projects to the state and central governments with a
view to transporting water from surplus areas to deficit river
basins. The Parishad, incepted in 1995, has always insisted
on judicious distribution of available water with accountability.
To make efficient use of water in agriculture, the Karkhana
has rigorously implemented the suggestions formulated by the
Parishad for effective use of water through advanced techniques.

Pravara Samajik Abhyas Mandal (Study Circle)
The brain-storming among socially committed academicians
and intellectuals to solve various problems with a global view
has always proved beneficial to society. Suggestions and
communications to the Union
government regarding various sectors
since last 15 years have been
welcomed, recommended and
implemented. 
The writer is a veteran journalist who
has covered state and national politics
for over 35 years. He has successfully
documented the careers of many chief
secretaries of Maharashtra for archival
purposes.

Festive times
Puri, the coastal district of Odisha, is a famous tourist destination. Every year in the month of November, Puri beach
gears up for its annual Puri Beach festival organised by the Indian Tourism Ministry. The highlight of the festival is the
sand sculptures by local artisans. The sand sculptures of renowned Odisha artiste Sudarshan Pattanaik are especially
lauded. In addition, there are cultural programmes and exhibitions highlighting the culture of the state. The festival
which lasts for five days is hugely popular not just with locals but also tourists.
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D AIRY COOPERA
TIVES
COOPERATIVES
ANAND MILK UNION LIMITED (AMUL)

An utterly, butterly
inspiring story
The dairy cooperative movement at Anand in Gujarat not only paved the way for White
Revolution in the country, it also served as a model for the successful working of cooperatives
in India. Even today, 65 years after its inception, Amul leads the way, says R. S. Sodhi.

T

ODAY Amul, also known as Anand Milk Union Limited,
is a symbol of many things. Of high-quality products
sold at reasonable prices. Of a vast cooperative network.
Of the triumph of indigenous technology. Of the marketing
savvy of a farmers’ organisation. Above all, it has emerged as
the most successful model of dairy development. Ever since
the movement was launched, Gujarat’s Dairy Cooperatives
have brought about a significant social and economic change
to rural people. The Dairy Cooperatives have helped in ending
the exploitation of farmers and demonstrated that when rural
producers benefit, the community and nation benefit as well.
The seeds of this unusual saga were sown more than 65
years back in Anand, a small town in the state of Gujarat in
western India. The exploitative trade practices followed by
the local trade cartel triggered off the cooperative movement.
Angered by unfair and manipulative practices followed by the
trade, the farmers of the district approached Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, one of the influential leaders of Gujarat at
the time, for a solution. He advised them to get rid of
middlemen and form their own cooperative, which would have
procurement, processing and marketing under their control.
In the summer of 1946, the farmers went on a milk strike
refusing to be cowed down by the cartel. Under the inspiration
of Sardar Patel and the guidance of Morarji Desai and Shri
Tribhuvandas Patel, who were spearheading India’s freedom
struggle, they formed their own cooperative — the Kaira
District Cooperative Milk Producers Union Ltd., which was
the first milk cooperative to be registered in Gujarat, in
December 1946. It ultimately went on to become the role
model for India’s dairy cooperative movement.
Later, when Dr. Verghese Kurien was working on a contract
in a government creamery at Anand, the then Home Minister
Sardar Vallabhai Patel often requested him to look into the
problems of the farmers of the Kaira parliamentary constituency
which he represented. When his contract ended Tribhuvandas
Patel requested him to stay back and help the farmers’ dairy
cooperative. This marked the beginning of Anand Milk Union
Limited (AMUL). The birth of Amul at Anand provided the
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impetus to the cooperative dairy movement in the country.
This was possible due to the dedicated and committed
leadership of the founder Chairman of AMUL, Shri Tribhuvandas
Patel and the vision and professionalism of Dr. Verghese Kurien,
the father of White Revolution.
In 1964, after a visit to the Kaira District Cooperative Milk
Producers’ Union Ltd, set up in Anand, the then Prime Minister
Lal Bahadur Shastri felt that that this model should be replicated
throughout India. He, therefore, set up an autonomous body
dedicated to the development of dairying through cooperatives
– namely, the National Dairy Development Board (NDDB). Dr.
Verghese Kurien was its founder chairman. Dr. Kurien was also
the founder chairman of GCMMF (Gujarat Cooperative Milk
Marketing Federation Ltd) and IRMA (Institute of Rural
Management Anand).
It was the untiring efforts of Dr. Verghese Kurien, which helped
India emerge as the largest milk producer in the world. His
vision helped in empowering Indian farmers through co-operatives
and laid the foundation of democratic enterprises at the grass
roots and showed the way to ensure economic justice with
people’s participation. He believed that by placing technology
and professional management in the hands of the farmers, the
standard of living of millions of poor people could be improved.

A successful business enterprise
GCMMF is the largest food products marketing organisation
of India today with annual turnover of `13,735 crores during

The main building of GCMMF
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2012-13. It is the apex organisation of the Dairy Cooperatives
of Gujarat. Over the last six and a half decades, Dairy
Cooperatives in Gujarat have created an economic network
that links more than 32 lakhs rural milk producers with millions
of consumers in India and abroad through a cooperative system
that includes 17,000 Village Dairy Cooperative Societies
(VDCS) at the village level, affiliated to 17 District Cooperative
Milk Producers’ Unions at the District level and GCMMF at
the State level. Dairy cooperatives of Gujarat collect on an
average 130 lakhs litres of milk per day from their producer
members, more than 70% of whom are small, marginal farmers
and landless labourers and include a sizeable population of
tribal folk and people belonging to the scheduled castes.
GCMMF cannot be viewed simply as a business enterprise. It
is an institution created by the milk producers themselves to
primarily safeguard their interest economically, socially as well
as democratically. Business houses create profit in order to
distribute it to the shareholders. In the case of GCMMF the
surplus is ploughed back to farmers through the District Unions
as well as the village societies. This circulation of capital
with value addition within the structure not only benefits the
final beneficiary – the farmer – but eventually contributes to
the development of the village community. This is the most
significant contribution to the Nation made by the ‘Amul Model’
cooperatives, of which, the Federation is the apex body.
As per the assessment report of the World Bank on the impact
of dairy development in India, the ‘Anand Pattern’ has
demonstrated the following benefits:
 The role of dairying in poverty reduction
 The fact that rural development involves more than
agricultural production
 The value of national ‘ownership’ in development
 The beneficial effects of higher incomes in relieving the
worst aspects of poverty
 The capacity of dairying to create jobs
 The capacity of dairying to benefit the poor at low cost
 The importance of commercial approach to development
 The capacity of single-commodity projects to have multidimensional impacts
 The importance of getting government out of commercial
enterprises
 The importance of market failure in agriculture
 The power & problems of participatory organisations
 The importance of policy

Achievements of Amul Model
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The phenomenal growth of milk production in India – from
20 million MT to 100 million MT in a span of just 40
years - has been made possible only because of the dairy
cooperative movement. This has propelled India to emerge
as the largest milk producing country in the world today.
The dairy cooperative movement has also encouraged

Indian dairy farmers to keep more animals, which has
resulted in the 500 million cattle and buffalo population
in the country - the largest in the world.
 The dairy cooperative movement has garnered a large
base of milk producers, with their membership today
boasting of more than 11 million member families.
 The dairy cooperative movement has spread across the
length and breadth of the country, covering more than
140,000 villages of 180 districts in 23 states.
 The dairy cooperatives have been able to maintain
democratic structure at least at the grass-roots level with
the management committee of the village level unit elected
from among the members in majority of the villages.
 The dairy cooperatives have also been instrumental in
bridging the social divide of caste, creed, race, religion
and language in the villages, by offering open and voluntary
membership.
 The dairy cooperatives have been successfully propagating
the concepts of scientific animal husbandry and efficiency
of operations, which has resulted in low cost of production
and processing of milk.
 The movement has been successful because of a welldeveloped procurement system and supportive federal
structures at district and state levels.
 The dairy cooperatives have always been proactive in
building large processing capacities, which has further
propelled growth of milk production.
 The dairy cooperatives are among those few institutions
in India, which still cherish a strong cooperative identity,
values and purpose. They still boast of idealism and good
will of members and employees.
 The dairy cooperatives liberated the poor farmers of India
from the shackles of agents and middlemen and provided
an assured market for their produce. As these are the
institutions run by farmers themselves, it has also resulted
in fair returns to the members for their produce.
 The dairy cooperatives have been able to create a market
perception of honesty and transparency with their clean
management.
AMUL today represents the national commitment for selfreliance and development of human resources and values based
on sustainable developmental process. It has made an enormous
difference in the lives of millions of farmers bolstering their
livelihoods and offering steady income
in regions where agriculture still
depends on rainfall and the gamble of
monsoons. AMUL is proof that our own
Indian vision, backed by hard work,
management skill and honest capable
leadership can achieve miracles.
The writer is Managing Director,
GCMMF.
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COOPERA
TIVE BANKING
COOPERATIVE
SHAMRAO VITHAL COOPERATIVE BANK

A sterling example in
cooperative banking
The Shamrao Vithal Cooperative Bank, one of the oldest surviving cooperative banks in
India, has beaten competition to emerge as one of the most trusted and successful
banks in the cooperative banking sector.

A

few rotten apples have given the Urban Cooperative
Banks (UCBs) in India a bad name in the last few
years. But one bank that has consistently beaten odds
and grown from strength to strength since its inception in
1906, is the Shamrao Vithal Cooperative (SVC) Bank, one of
the oldest surviving UCBs in India. The SVC Bank is today
considered to be one the most trusted and leading banks in
the cooperative banking sector, winning accolades for its
performance and cutting edge technology, year after year.
The Bank was founded by one of the pioneers of India’s
cooperative movement, Rao Bahadur Shripad Subbarao
Talmaki, who got together eight friends to register the
Shamrao Vithal Urban Cooperative Credit Society on 27
December 1906, after the Cooperative Societies Act became
operational in India. The credit society was set up with the
primary objective of assisting the less fortunate members of
the Saraswat community in its economic enterprises, to
encourage savings and to create funds for providing financial
aid to deserving members. Asia’s first housing cooperative
society and the subsequent cooperative housing societies of
the community that came up in the 90s were all funded with
subsidised loans from Shamrao Vithal Credit Society.
From the first year of its operation, the Bank which made a
maiden profit of 26 rupees, 10 annas and seven paise has
proved to be a shining star in cooperative banking. Currently,
with 145 branches, it has a widespread presence in eight
major states of India – Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka, Gujarat,
Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and New
Delhi. By making optimal use of technology, its business has
grown to Rs 9455.84 crore deposits and Rs 6337.49 crore
advances as on 31 Agust 2013.
Traditionally, the UCBs with their deep-rooted connections
with specific communities have played an important role in
mobilising resources from small and middle-income groups,
and providing direct finance to small and medium business
enterprises. Till a couple of years ago, there were nearly 1700
UCB spread across all states of India, with maximum

concentration in five states - Gujarat, Maharashtra, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, and Maharashtra having
the most. But with allegations of mismanagement, financial
irregularities, lack of transparency and professionalism, etc.,
coming to light, the numbers of UCBs have been dwindling in
the last decade. Licenses of many have been cancelled, and
nearly 65 banks have been merged with stronger UCBs, such
as the SVC Bank.

‘Genius’ gives it the edge
The SVC Bank believes in a simple philosophy- “Make banking
easy”, and has always endeavoured to find the right solutions
for its customers. Interestingly, the Bank is the first in the
country to develop a core banking software, branded as ‘Genius’
to provide a single window solution for all its banking products.
This integrated online banking software matches the
functionalities and features of the best software breeds
implemented in the banking industry.
Among the many innovative products introduced by the Bank
from time to time, notable is the ‘Arogya Vishesh’, where the
Bank has tied up with various hospitals and the customers of
the Bank can avail medical aid and hospital facility. Here the
payment is facilitated using the medical subscriber card. The
process is technologically enabled so that the payment to the
hospital is initiated by SMS linked to the customer. SVC Bank
is the first to introduce such innovation in banking operations.
The successful implementation of ‘Genius’ in all its branches
and the generation of automated MIS by this software have
encouraged the Reserve Bank of India to grant the SVC Bank
a special permission to offer this core banking software to
other cooperative banks and other institutions in the country.
As of today, Genius has been successfully implemented in
more than 400 plus branches of 72 cooperative banks and
cooperative credit societies.
For its IT initiatives the bank has been consistently receiving
awards and accolades from the banking industry.
SVC Bank won the ‘Best Cooperative Bank’ award instituted
(Continued on page 50)
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THE MAHARASHTRA COOPERATIVE SOCIETIES ACT 1960

Amendment falls short
of expectations
The amended Maharashtra Cooperative Societies (MCS) Act of 1960 fails to address
some of the important issues that concern residents of cooperative societies.
Mohanraj Y provides an insight into the major changes that have been made in the
Act with specific application to the housing sector.

T

HE 97th Amendment to the Constitution has inserted a
new Chapter, Part – B regarding “the Cooperative
Societies” in the Constitution, which recognises the
right of the people to form cooperative societies as a
fundamental right.
The new Article 43 B in Part IV of the Constitution envisions
the state to promote voluntary formation, autonomous
functioning, democratic control and professional management
of cooperative societies.
This required that all the state governments amend their
respective Cooperative Societies Acts to fall in line with the
requirement of the amended Constitution. A time frame of
one year was given for this purpose. In accordance with the
requirement, the Governor of Maharashtra promulgated an
ordinance on 14 February 2013. To meet legal requirements,
the same was promulgated again on 25 April 2013 and with
some amendments to these ordinances, the amendments to
the Act were passed by the State Legislature and published
in the official Gazette on the 17 August 2013.
Some of the major changes that have been made in the
statute with specific application to the housing society sector
are mentioned below.
a. A concept of Active and Inactive Membership, relating
the same to the right of the member to vote in any election
and to contest in an election or eligible to be co-opted as
a member of the Committee has been introduced.
An Inactive member has been defined as one who has not
attended any of the General Body Meetings for the last
five years and who has not utilised minimum level of
services at least once during a period of five consecutive
years. In the case of Cooperative Housing Societies, model
Bye-Laws specifies this minimum level of Services as
payment of one year of maintenance charges during the
previous five years.
b. To ensure effective and active participation of members in
the management of the societies; to groom talented
employees to leadership positions; and to develop
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professional skills through cooperative education and
training, provision of training to the members, to employees
and all Managing Committee members including the office
bearers has been made. Such training has been made
compulsory to the MC members and the office bearers.
c. Investment of funds is permissible only in select banks –
District Central Cooperative Banks or the State Cooperative Bank which have been awarded at least “A”
Audit class in the last three consecutive years, and in
other modes permitted by the Rules, or by general or
special order in that behalf by the state government.
d. The major change is in the constitution of the Managing
Committee.
The Managing Committee strength cannot exceed 21 in any
society.
There shall be reservation in the Managing Committee as
under:
Women
2
SC/ ST
1
OBC
1
Vimukta Jati, Nomadic Tribes and
Special Backward Classes
1
The vacancy in the reserved seats can be filled up only by
active members belonging to the same category. If no
candidate is available or willing to take up the post, the seat
will remain vacant.
e. A State Cooperative Election Authority has been created,
to conduct free and fair election to the Managing
Committees of all cooperative societies. Henceforth, all
the elections to the managing committees and the office
bearers will be conducted by the State Election Authority.
The tenure of the managing committees has been fixed
for five years.
f. Till the recent amendments, the Annual General Body
meetings were required to be held on or before the 14th of
August every year. If any society could not hold the AGM
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by this date, the Registrar had the authority to grant
extension of time upto the 14th of November. After the
amendment, all the societies are required to hold their
AGMs on or before 30th of September each year. The
power of the Registrar to grant extension of time has
been withdrawn.
g. The qualification and eligibility of auditors for empanelment
for audit of cooperative societies has been clearly made
out. The auditor has to be appointed by the General Body
from the panel maintained by the Registrar. The auditor
needs to complete the audit and submit his report by 31st
of July.
h. Annual Reports have been prescribed which need to be
filed with the Registrar within six months of the close of
the financial year.
i. Most importantly, the power of Registrar to appoint an
Administrator by dissolving the Managing Committee has
been removed in the cases of societies where there is no
government share holding, loan or financial assistance.

A brief history of cooperative housing
The cooperative movement in the housing sector has been
very strong and effective in the state of Maharashtra,
particularly, in Mumbai. Initially, a few citizens joined together
to form Cooperative Societies and constructed multi apartment
buildings for their own personal use. Over the years, the activity
of construction has been taken over by builders, who
constructed multi apartment buildings and sold each of these
apartments to different people and formed the Cooperative
Housing Societies of these apartment purchasers for the
purpose of maintaining the common area and to provide
common services such as security, cleanliness etc. These
Societies were registered under the Maharashtra State
Cooperatives Act 1960 (MCS Act of 1960). The other option
available to register these apartments under the Maharashtra
Apartment Ownership Act 1970 was not used by builders
since this provided for conveyance of the land and the building,
which the builders did not want to pass on to consumers
easily.
The formation of Cooperative Housing Societies under the
MCS Act was, and even today is, just a matter of compulsion,
rather than conviction. Even though, the 97th Amendment to
the Constitution recognises forming a Cooperative Society as a

fundamental right, for a Housing Complex, the Society is formed
not as a matter of right, but as a matter of compulsion. Until
this fact is recognised by the law makers, whatever changes
they make to the Cooperative Societies Act, the impact on
Cooperative Housing Societies will be only administrative and
not on the management. The way seems to be a separate law
to manage the activities of Housing Sector.

Lacunae in the amended MCS Act
The MCS Act, even with recent amendments is not without
flaws. Below are some of the shortcomings which should
have been addressed.
The present law does not recognise and define responsibility,
liability and accountability of a member towards other members.
For e. g., If there is seepage of water from a flat, resulting in
damage to the property of the flat below/his neighbour or
even the entire building, the MCS Act is silent as to how to
deal with such a situation.
The continuation of the provisions of MOFA (Maharashtra
Ownership of Flats Act) after the Society is registered allows
the builders get away with all the wrong doings, as there is
no remedy under the MCS Act after the Society is registered.
There is a time lag between the building being ready for
occupation and the society being registered and administration
handed over to the elected committee. During this period, a
builder manages the building, pays the taxes, and meets all
the statutory and administrative expenses. For this, the builder
collects an advance amount at the time of sale, and also
raises regular maintenance charges bills. Some members pay,
and some do not pay. At the time of handing over, the builder
sets off the outstanding dues from such members against the
amount payable by them to the registered society. However,
the society does not have any legal standing to recover such
outstanding dues from the members. There is a vacuum in
law in this regard.
The Cooperative Sector for which the MCS Act has been
framed is a business model, with ultimate goal of making
profit. The housing societies, however, function as a nonprofit
organisation.The applicability of the present Cooperative
Societies Act for the housing sector is therefore a misfit.
The rights of a member in a housing society are subject to
the membership rights as defined under the MCS Act. The
member‘s right over property, i.e, the apartment or flat is

Did you know?
The Global Vipassana Pagoda is a beautiful structure situated near Manori beach in north Mumbai, close to the Essel
World. The pagoda has been declared as one of the seven wonders of Maharashtra by the Maharashtra Tourism Development
Corporation (MTDC). It has three sub-domes; the foremost dome is one of the largest hollow stone masonry structures in
the world containing the bone relics of Gautam Buddha, which were discovered in a stupa at Sanchi. Besides a large
central meditation hall that can accommodate nearly 8000 students, the other major attractions at the pagoda are the
Myanmar Gate at the entrance, a marble statue of Buddha, an open Bell Tower designed in the Burmese architectural
style and the Gong Tower, a replica of the Bell Tower.
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subject to Transfer of Property Tax, and various other acts
pertaining to property. There is no synchronisation of the two
rights- right as a member of the Society and the right as a
Property Owner - as a result the law provisions are many a
times interpreted very differently. For example, while the MCS
Act provides for nomination, wherein after the death of the
member, the share certificate is transferred to the nominee,
it is ruled that the nominee holds the flat as a trustee of the
legal heir/s. While the public perception is that the Share
Certificate in one’s name is a sufficient proof of ownership of
the flat, in reality, it need not be. There is a conflict of
understanding. Similarly, while all the property related laws
recognise joint holding of property with equal or proportional
rights as stated in the document, the MCS Act does not
recognise joint membership. Only the person whose name
appears first in the Share Certificate enjoys the rights of the
membership, whereas the person whose name appears second
in the Share Certificate enjoys limited rights as an Associate
Member.
The rights of voting through proxy/authorised representative
is not provided in the present statute, whereas there is a
need for such a provision. The apartment owner may not be
in station or may not be able to attend the meeting, but to
make his voice heard, it is necessary that he be allowed to
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send his representative. MCS Act does not provide for this.
One member One vote is also a mis-fit for a Housing Society
environment. Proportionate voting right, based on the property
holding must be provided.
The equitable basis of sharing of expenses by the members is
not defined in the Act. Though the Model Bye-Laws provide a
basis, they lack legal sanction. Of late, with the ultra modern
amenities packed within the complex, and with multisocieties being registered within a complex, there is a need
to look into the provisions made in the Model Bye-Laws and
probably, a complete free hand given to the societies to
determine what is equitable for their society.
The amendments made in the MCS Act do not address these
concerns. It is high time, the law makers look into these aspects
and make the MCS Act more robust. 
The writer is CEO of Pangal Computer
Services Pvt Ltd, a company in the
service of the Cooperative Housing
Society sector for the last more than
25 years. After serving a large Private
Sector Bank as an Officer, and as
Branch Manager for 13 years, he
started this company and today, with
over 200 clients, it is one of the largest
service providers of Computerised
Billing and Accounts and Management
Services to Housing Societies in and
around Mumbai.
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KNOW INDIA BETTER
Rangan Datta takes us on a visit to the little known Chinatowns in
Kolkata, where the first Chinese settlement in India came up 250
years ago, thanks to Tong Achew, a tea trader, who made it his home.
The Chinatowns come alive during the week-long Chinese New Year
celebrations held in late January or early February, to the beating of
Chinese drums and cymbals, the ritual lion and dragon dance and
the lighting of fire crackers. Visitors can also get a glimpse of the
Chinese rituals and traditions, which are religiously followed by the
dwindling Chinese population living there.

A slice of China in

KOLKATA
Text and photos: Rangan Datta

Text: Md. Masarrath Ali Khan

was granted 650 bighas of land about 6 miles south of Budge–
Budge for an annual rent of `45.” After acquiring the land,
Achew set up a sugarcane plantation along with a sugar mill.
He brought in a band of Chinese workers to work on his
plantation and factory thus forming the first Chinese settlement
in India. But Achew died soon after and his sugar factory was
abandoned. His workers left for the city of Kolkata, where
their descendents still continue to live.
The place came to be known as Achipur after Tong Achew.
Sadly today apart from a Chinese Temple and Achew’s
horseshoe-shaped grave, Achipur has no Chinese connection.
But once every year, on the Sunday after the Chinese New
Year, the sleepy hamlet of Achipur comes alive to the beating
of Chinese drums. Probably every Chinese of Kolkata makes a
pilgrimage to Achipur to pay tribute to the man, who started
the first Chinese settlement in India more than 230 years ago.

Tiretta Bazar (Old Chinatown) breakfast and temples

A road sign at Chinatown

A

S the dragon makes its way through the crowded
road, accompanied by the beating of drums and
occasional fireworks, traffic comes to a standstill.
Trucks, buses, taxis along with hand-pulled rickshaws and
carts stop on their track and curious pedestrians stand and
watch the grand spectacle unfold before their eyes. It’s the
Chinese New Year celebration, but it’s not China, neither is it
Singapore or Hong Kong, but this is Chinatown in Kolkata!!!
Kolkata has the distinction of being the only city in India to
have a Chinatown.
The present Chinese population of Kolkata numbering about
2000 is distributed in the two Chinatowns of the city. Tiretta
Bazar located in the heart of Kolkata forms the old Chinatown
while Tangra on the eastern fringes houses the new Chinatown.

It’s early Sunday morning and the sun is yet to come out, but
the stoves are already fired up and the morning silence is broken
by the sound of the knife hitting the chopping plate. Yes, it’s
breakfast time in Chinatown Kolkata!!!! Night owls crawl out
of their late night parties to rejuvenate themselves with bowls
of hot fish ball soups from road side vendors. Hungry souls
huddle around a makeshift stall, jostling with each other to
grab the day’s first meal. Both sides of the thoroughfare are
lined with stacks of momo containers, containing steaming
momos with pork, chicken and shrimp stuffing. Sausages hang
from ropes tied to lamp post.
Dim sums and momos are the most sought after items. Spring
rolls and pork sausages are not far behind. Pau, the ball shaped
over sized momo, which comes with all sorts of filling is
definitely on the must have list. The food is cooked in homestyle following the authentic Chinese recipes and are served

The beginning
The Chinese connection to the city dates back almost 250
years. In the late 18th century, a Chinese tea trader by the
name of Tong Achew, landed on the banks of Hooghly,
somewhere near present day Budge–Budge (about 30 km south
of Kolkata). He fell in love with the place and decided never to
return back to China again. He applied for land which was
granted by the Governor General Warren Hastings.
According to the records of British East India Company, “Achew
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Traditional Chinese green tea being served at Tiretta
Bazar
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The Sea Ip Chinese Temple at Tiretta Bazar built in 1905 houses a good collection of traditional Chinese weaponry and
porcelain artifacts

with homely warmth. The place has a laid back attitude, with
elderly Chinese reading the Chinese newspaper and sipping on
cups of green tea and women talking about the latest gossip in
Chinatown.
It’s definitely not a fine dining experience. Timing is odd as the
breakfast literally starts at the rooster’s first call and ends
before the first public bus rolls out of the terminal. Everything
is served out of make shift stalls and eaten on the pavements.
People concerned about hygiene must keep away. But despite
all odds, the Chinese breakfast of Kolkata is among the most
sought after breakfast in the country.
It is also a place to stock up your kitchen provisions for Chinese
cooking. Chinese prawn wafers, rice noodles, pork sausages
and a host of local Chinese made chilli and soya sauce are
available at the stores here. It is also a place to shop for
traditional Chinese herbs and medicine.
Just next to the Chinese breakfast area is the Sea Ip Chinese
Temple. Although located on the main road, the temple is
not easily visible from the road because it is perennially blocked
by trucks that are parked around the temple. In spite of the
chaos the 1905-built temple with its red sloped roofs crowned
with inverted porcelain fish is bound to attract the attention
of the passer-by. It is located on the first floor and is
approached by beautiful wooden stairs. The temple is dedicated
ONE INDIA ONE PEOPLE
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to Kwan Yin, the goddess of war, mercy and love. There are
also a couple of minor altars dedicated to different Chinese
gods. It also houses a good collection of traditional Chinese
weaponry and porcelain artifacts.
Located a short distance away is a beautiful gothic style red
building. It once housed the Nanking restaurant on its ground
floor. Unfortunately, today, it is surrounded by a huge garbage
vat. Started in 1924, the Nanking restaurant is considered as
the oldest Chinese restaurant in Kolkata and probably the oldest

Grabbing a delicious bite at Tiretta Bazar
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Tiretta Bazar is lined with makeshift stalls serving amazing
Chinese breakfast

in the whole of India. It also housed the Toong On Chinese
Temple on the first floor.
Sadly in 1980 the Nanking restaurant along with the Toong
On Chinese Temple closed its door to public due to a property
dispute. Recently restoration work has started in Toong On
temple and hopefully, it will soon reopen its doors to the public.
A trip down the Blackburn Lane on the other side of the road
takes visitors to four other Chinese temples. Located on the
very first building in the Blackburn lane, and above a Chinese
carpentry workshop is the Gee Hing Chinese Temple built in
1818. The temple is dedicated to the God of sea Kwan Kun
and it is quite likely that the ancient Chinese who visited Kolkata
after a rough sea ride, worshipped the God of sea.

Dim sums and momos are the most sought after breakfast
items

As you go further, the road meanders past a few more Chinese
temples, several carpentry workshops and other Chinese
establishments, each of which is marked with bright red
Chinese calligraphy, and finally terminates at the Nam Soon
Chinese Temple. The temple has a large courtyard and a
spacious interior. It is dedicated to Goddess Kwan Yin and has
an interesting collection of weaponry, consisting of decorative
spears, and some beautiful wood carved furniture.

Tangra (New Chinatown) restaurants and cemeteries

A Chinese provision store is a place to shop for traditional
Chinese herbs and medicines
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A large majority of the Chinese community in Kolkata belongs
to the Haka ethnic group, who are engaged in leather tanning
business. During the 1960s the tanneries were moved out of
the city to the eastern fringes in Tangra, thus forming Kolkata’s
new Chinatown. But as the city grew the tanneries were
moved further eastward.
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China Gate, a Chinese style huge gate, welcomes visitors to Tangra, Kolkata’s New Chinatown

A Chinese style huge gate known as the China Gate, just
opposite Science City, welcomes visitors to Tangra, Kolkata’s
New Chinatown. The gate was constructed a couple of years
ago, by the West Bengal Tourism Ministry, to promote
Chinatown as a popular tourist destination in Kolkata. But in
these few years apart from the China Gate, nothing else has
been done to put Chinatown on the tourist map of Kolkata or
West Bengal.
There is a small Chinese temple on the left near the gate. The
road meanders past the high walls of the tanneries, several of
which have closed down and a few converted into Chinese
restaurants. Sadly there is hardly any Chinese street food in

Tangra; it’s all restaurant food. Several of the restaurants in
Tangra still stick to the home–style food and follow the
traditional Chinese recipe, but many have modified recipes to
suit the Indian, or rather Bengali, taste buds. If hygiene is your
concern then Tangra is the place to be, where you will definitely
get authentic Chinese food but minus the warmth and ambience
of Tiretta Bazar.
The road meanders on past several Chinese restaurants, closed
down tanneries and sauce and noodles factories, with strange
Chinese calligraphy on their gates. The road finally leads to
the Chinese Kalibari, an example of the Kolkata Chinese
adapting to the local culture and customs. The shrine,

The beautiful Gothic style building houses Toong On
church on the first floor and the Nanking restaurant on the
ground floor

An artist engrossed in the painstaking but beautiful art of
Chinese calligraphy
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Toong on cemetery is one of the smallest but most elegant of the Tangra Chinese cemeteries

approached by a double arched entrance, is a small one and
nothing spectacular. It houses a couple of idols of Goddess Kali
and several other gods and goddesses.
Immediately next to the Chinese Kalibari is the Toong On Chinese
cemetery. Tangra houses several Chinese cemeteries and Toong
On is one of the smallest, but most elegant of the Tangra
Chinese cemeteries. The entrance is heavily encroached upon
but as you enter the cemetery you seem to be transported into
an oasis of peace. The inscriptions on tombstones of the newer
graves are in a combination of English and Chinese, but the
older ones are only in Chinese. A few of the newer graves even
spot Indian or Hindu iconography like peacock and lotus. The
cemetery contains just one horseshoe-shaped grave. Most of

the older graves are arranged in a linear pattern with a single
elongated tomb with different Chinese epitaph for each.
There are several cemeteries in the Tangra area but the
grandest is the Choong Ye Thong Cemetery located on the
northern fringes of Tangra. Probably the most spectacular of
the Chinese cemeteries in Tangra, it is much larger than the
others and contains a large number of graves in all shapes
and sizes arranged in the most haphazard manner.
The entrance is through a newly constructed beautiful pagoda
style gateway. The entire cemetery is crammed with graves
leaving almost no place in between. There are several horseshoeshaped graves, similar to Tong Achew’s grave at Achipur, but
much larger in size. The graves circumscribed by several smaller
graves, are arranged in two to three concentric semi circles.

Hsuan Tsang Monastery

The Hsuan Tsang Memorial Hall houses a statue of the
famed Chinese traveller, who visited India during the reign
of the great Indian King Harshavardhan
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Located further east of Tangra, the new Chinatown is a
spectacular Buddhist monastery named after the famed Chinese
traveller to India, Hsuan Tsang. The monastery was started by
Chien Wu in 1968 and doubled up as a lama training centre.
The main monastery is two storied and each floor contains
prayer halls. The ground floor hall contains four giant Buddha
statues, painted in bright golden colour, creating a mesmerising
ambience. The main altar is flanked on either side by smaller
ones, housing statues of Chinese gods and goddesses.
The first floor also has a similar hall with beautiful bright
coloured frescos on the walls. The Hsuan Tsang Memorial
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Hsuan Tsang Monastery, located east of Tangra, is a spectacular Buddhist monastery

Hall, housing a statue of the famed Chinese traveller, who
visited India during the reign of the great Indian King
Harshavardhan is on the same floor. The hall also doubles up
as a library and houses a rare collection of Chinese religious

books neatly arranged in shelves. The Hsuan Tsang Memorial
Hall offers a grand view of the adjoining Chinese Cemetery
with horseshoe-shaped graves.
The monastery was constructed in stages over the years and

The ground floor hall at Hsuan Tsang Monastery contains four giant Buddha statues, painted in bright golden colour,
creating a mesmerising ambience
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Red Dragon dance is the main attraction of Chinese New Year celebration

January–early February) most of them return to their roots here
still continues to expand. A small temple is under construction
in Chinatown.
and so is an old age home. Presently the monastery is looked
The Chinese New Year celebration continues over a week,
after by a Taiwanese nun, who speaks only Chinese.
with stage shows being held both at the new and old
Today many of the modern day Chinese prefer to be cremated
Chinatown. The stage show on the new year’s eve in Tangra
than buried. Hsuan Tsang Monastery, in fact, has a separate
continues late into the night, a distinctive western influence,
building housing the ashes of the dead. It looks more like bank
with dragons and lions dancing to western tunes.
lockers with rows of small chambers housing the
Although
The 230 years of Indian influence has also made
ashes kept in locker like vaults. The used
its impact, with young Chinese dancing to latest
chambers, containing the ashes in an urn, are
dwindling in
Bollywood beats.
sealed off and name of the deceased is written in
number, the
But the climax is reserved for the new year day
Chinese along with the year of death. The unused
Chinese of
morning. Different clubs organise the ritual Dragon
chambers are open. Straight ahead is a small
Kolkata still
and Lion dance which begin at the respective
altar housing a Chinese deity, believed to guard
celebrate their
temples. Soon the dancers make their way out
the ashes of the dead.
festivals with
of the temple and through the crowded and
great enthusiasm.
Chinese festivals
winding lanes and by lanes of Chinatown. They
Although a
Although dwindling in number, the Chinese of
are accompanied by frantic beating of the drums
shadow of their and cymbals and occasional burst of fire crackers
Kolkata still celebrate their festivals with great
past these
enthusiasm. Although a shadow of their past
add to the noise. They make their way through
festivals are still the most congested parts of the city with the
these festivals are still celebrated with great
vigour in both the Chinatowns of Kolkata.
celebrated with traffic coming to a complete standstill.
great vigour in
The lion managed by two dancers, makes its
Chinese New Year Celebration
both the
way to different shops and business establishments
A large section of the Kolkata Chinese population
Chinatowns of
where it is fed with lettuce leaves. The lettuce
have left for far off lands looking for greener
leaves are suspended high above, with the help
Kolkata.
pastures, but come Chinese New Year (late
of a string, and the two lion dancers after some
30
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difficulty manage to grab it. In reward the group receives a cash
was established by Achew himself, historians doubt the
reward in a red envelope that has beautiful Chinese calligraphy.
authenticity of the story. It is quite likely that the temple was
The dragon on the other hand is managed by six dancers but
established at a later date but the idols of Khuda and Khudi
unlike the lion, the dancers don’t get inside the structure, but
are quite likely to have brought in by Achew himself.
hold on to the structure with sticks.
The low ceiling of the temple has remarkable wood work and
The Sunday after the Chinese New Year is reserved for Achipur.
so does the pillars. The walls are filled in with excellent Chinese
During the 1950s when the Hooghly River was navigable, whole
calligraphy. Apart from the main altar there are several prayer
vessels were chattered to bring the Chinese to Achipur. The
halls, which are lit up with candles, during the New Year
decks had food and gambling stalls and money flowed freely.
celebration.
The Chinese New Year in Achipur was celebrated with Dragon
Hundreds of Chinese offer prayers to the Chinese deities. Candles
and Lion Dance complete with beating of hundreds
and incense sticks are lit and the table in front
of drums.
of the altar is laid with the most amazing
The river has long silted up, the Indian Government
spread, ranging from whole roasted pig to
In spite of all
has imposed ban on gambling and the young
chicken, from bottles of wines to heaps of fruits
odds, the entire
Chinese are leaving Kolkata for greener pastures.
and from exotic spices to expensive nuts. Sadly
Chinese
Today the Dragon and Lion Dance have long
the mouth watering food is for personal
population
of
stopped and the beating of drums can hardly be
consumption, so it is best to carry your own
heard in Achipur.
Kolkata makes food. Chinese fortune tellers make a brisk
In spite of all odds, the entire Chinese population
it to Achipur on business by predicting one’s fortune for only a
of Kolkata makes it to Achipur on that day. No
couple of rupees.
that day. No
wonder the lone Chinese temple of Achipur is
They also visit Achew’s grave to pay tribute to
wonder
the
lone
the centre of attraction. The temple houses the
the grand old man, who started it all. The
Chinese temple horseshoe-shaped red coloured grave overlooks
male and female deity of Khuda and Khudi.
of Achipur is
Although distinctively Chinese in appearance
the Hooghly. Here also the Chinese pay tribute
their dresses and head gears are predominantly
to Achew by lighting candles and incense sticks.
the centre of
Islamic. Although legend says that the temple
It is also a place to enjoy the breeze and a
attraction.

The lion dance managed by two dancers adds to the revelry of new year celebration
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A colourful procession during Chinese New Year celebration accompanied by frantic beating of drums and cymbals
and occasional burst of fire crackers

senior Chinese can well narrate you the good old days of Chinese
New Year celebration in Kolkata.

Chinese Ghost Festival
The Chinese Ghost Festival is celebrated twice a year: in spring
(April) and later in autumn (August). The autumn festival is
known as the Hungry Ghost Festival. According to ancient
Chinese tradition the seventh month of the Chinese calendar
is known as the ghost month. It is believed that the gates of
hell are open throughout the month and that ghosts and spirits
roam the earth looking out for food and entertainment.
These ghosts are believed to be the ancestors of those who
forgot to pay tribute to them after they died, or those who were
never given a proper ritual send-off. They are believed to have
long needle-thin necks because they have not been fed by their
family. Family members offer prayers to their deceased relatives,
and offer food and drink. Although Buddhist in origin, many
rituals of the Chinese Hungry Ghost Festival are Taoists in nature.
The festival is celebrated in cemeteries. Choong Ye Thong
cemetery offers the grandest spectacle. Since it is celebrated
during monsoon, the ground is marshy with puddles of water
and even some of the graves are partially submerged. Elaborate
banquet spread is also laid out on makeshift tables, some of
which are raised above the accumulated water level by the
help of bricks.
The banquet consists of exotic fruits and nuts, wines and beer
bottles, candies, boiled vegetables, meat and fish and not to
mention the whole roasted pig. The rituals continue with chants
32

Paying tribute at the grave of Achew Tong at Achipur remembering the man who started it all
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Devotees light candles and incense sticks at the altar of a lone Chinese temple at Achipur

from holy Chinese religious text occasionally interrupted by the
burst of fire crackers (Kali Patka). The rituals also include the
burning of Ghost Money or Joss Paper. This is not actual money
but have some resemblance with the notes used in the game of
monopoly. According to Chinese belief, burning this money is
the only option of sending money to their deceased ancestors.
The festival ends with the distribution of good luck money to

the local children, who had a tiring day in cleaning up the
graves. These children also provide a helping hand in carrying
out the rituals of the Chinese Hungry Ghost Festival.

Moon Festival
This is again an autumn festival and is usually celebrated in
the month of September. Unlike the New Year and the Ghost

Hungry Ghost Festival is the occasion
to remember ancestors

34
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A family praying for their ancestors by offering food and drinks at the Choong Ye Thong cemetery

Festival this is more of a private event and mostly celebrated
at homes. The festivities include some rituals in temples and
eating of moon cake.

Chinatown getting a facelift
Once the strong 20000 strong Kolkata Chinese community
has now reduced to 2000 and the number keeps on dwindling
as more and more young Chinese are leaving Kolkata for greener
pastures. So is this the end of Kolkata’s 230-year-old Kolkata
Chinatown?
The answer is definitely a NO. The young generation of Chinese,
who consider themselves Indians are now adjusting themselves
to the Indian way of life. With the growing Indian economy
they are leaving their traditional profession of shoe making,
carpentry, cooking, etc., to join the fast emerging Indian
corporate world. At the same time they are sticking back to
their roots to keep their ancient Chinese customs alive.

Recently an initiative has been taken for the renovation of Old
Chinatown. Six temples of Tiretta Bazar and several other
buildings of Chinese origin are being renovated. Two Chinese
style gates have also been planned at the entrance of Toong
On Church. A Chinese Museum is also on the cards on the
ground floor of Toong On Church. More street food and regular
cultural events are also being planned.
Hope the face lift will turn Kolkata’s Chinatown into a leading
tourist spot of Kolkata attracting
tourists from far and wide.
A mathematics teacher by
profession, the writer is a
regular contributor in the travel
columns of leading newspapers.
To know more, visit his
website www.rangandatta.info and
blog
www.rangandatta.wordpress.com
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“The GRCs must have a say in the high level
decision making process within the Mission”
Twenty-nine-year-old Hasan Ekbal is one among the lot
of young, dedicated social workers who coordinate the
124 Gender Resource Centres (GRCs) under the
Samajik Suvidha Sangam, more popularly known as
Mission Convergence of Delhi Government, founded
in 2009. The GRCs are run by NGOs selected by
Mission Convergence to implement its welfare and
poverty alleviation policies. Mission Convergence’s
policy review committee functions directly under the
chairmanship of the Chief Minister. The objective of the
Mission is to reach out to vulnerable citizens for their
inclusion in government welfare schemes.
However, to ensure effective delivery of Mission
mandate, the State has instituted a hierarchical
governing structure that plays the role of
mentor and guide to the Mission. It also
effectively brings in accountability into the
programme design at each stage of
implementation’.
Hasan Ekbal spoke to Anuradha Kalhan and Ashwin Kumar on the problems faced by
project co ordinators and the changes required for enhancing the performance of GRCs such
that welfare schemes can be implemented effectively and to also ensure that no beneficiaries
are left out.
What are the various schemes
implemented by GRC?
The Delhi Annashree Yojana, the
implementation of the Food Security Bill
when it starts, the Antyodaya Yojna, the
distribution of the Jhuggi Ration Card,
the resettlement cards as well as the
centres of UID enrolment, the RSBY
(Rashtriya Swasthya Bhima Yojana)
cards and the implementation of the
SJSRY (Swarna Jayanti Shahari Rozgar
Yojana) are the some of the government
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schemes that we are involved with. The
SJSRY schemes include beautician’s
courses, sewing classes as well as
providing functional education, nonformal education for helping
underprivileged children to enter
mainstream schooling systems and
conducting remedial classes if they face
adjustment problems. We also indirectly
help the Project Implementation Agents
in providing a database for vocational
training courses. The agents decide

whether the applicant is eligible for
training and subsequent job placement.
What are the problems faced regarding
the job placement of the people who
get vocational training through Mission
Convergence?
We haven’t encountered any problems
regarding job placement thus far. But
there is one thing to be kept in mindThe Project Implementation Agents are
basically contract workers under the
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Government who earn a commission
every time they show a 100% job
placement record. Their salaries depend
on the number of people they place, thus
there can be cases of fudging of figures
in order to earn their share. Therefore
you may hear of certain GRCs having
problems.
How many employees constitute a GRC?
There are 10 employees: one Project
Coordinator, one Project Officer, a Help
Desk Counsellor, two Community
Mobilisers, one SHG (Self Help Groups)
field worker, two vocational training
instructors, an educational instructor and
a part time accountant.
Do you have any other non-paid
volunteers or paid need based
contractors/associates/trainers to help
you out when required since you serve
a population of 1.25 lakhs in your
catchment area?
No, we have no such help.
What is the longest or shortest duration
for which you have worked on
implementing one scheme properly?
Since all the schemes you see right now
have been running concurrently, it’s very
tough to say which one is exactly the
longest or shortest one I’ve worked on.
Are new assignments added frequently?
Absolutely. There are new assignments
added so frequently, i.e. every 10 days
or every fortnight that we seldom have
room to even breathe!
How many schemes do you work on
concurrently?
On an average, we work on about 2-3
schemes concurrently.
What problems do you face in
implementation of the schemes?
The main concern is the identification,
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mobilising and enrolling the
“vulnerables”. For identification, we rely
on three major identifiers, namely - the
2008 survey list, the ration card and the
Antyodaya card. Out of these three, the
main identifier we rely on is enrolment
in the 2008 survey list of vulnerables.
That survey was done in a haphazard
way by an NGO named NOW. Most of
the addresses in that survey are
incomplete and so are the names. And
since the list has not been updated since
then, it is very difficult to identify people
in our catchment area using that list.
We also have a very large catchment
area of about 1.75 lakh people, therefore
enrolment and mobilisation within this
area becomes an arduous and
challenging task. Many people are still
unaware of this scheme, and most who
know of the scheme lack faith in it due
to past experiences. Many of them are
daily wage workers and there is also a
problem with regards to inflow and
outflow of people here. Most of the
colonies around us are illegal, and are
vulnerable to demolition by the
Government. Just recently, an illegal
colony right behind us was razed to the
ground. Thus it is very difficult to keep
track of the inflow and outflow of people
within this area.
Do you have any problems when it
comes to mobilising migrant workers? I
assume that there are quite a few in
your catchment area owing to its
proximity to the Okhla railway station
and business centres like Nehru Place?
Yes, you are right in assuming that there
are lot of migrants in this area, mostly
from UP, Bihar, Bengal and AP. However,
we do not have a problem in mobilising
them because of their status as migrants
per se or even in the formation of SHGs, if
the camps are made of people from the
same community/state. However, when it
comes to camps of mixed communities,

such as the IG-1 camp in Sriniwaspuri,
there is a problem due to lack of trust
between members of these different
communities, especially when it involves
handling of funds and savings. Many SHGs
have shut down for this very reason.
How do you address these problems?
We try to hold meetings with the
communities, conduct door-to-door visits
to raise awareness of the schemes and
their benefits. These are the two main
ways in which we try to address these
issues.
Who guides you in case of difficult
problems as you are young and have a
young team?
There are the Mission Convergence
guidelines as well some meetings with
Mission Convergence officials, but no real
external help or guidance is available as
such.
Do you receive any initial training for
this work?
Yes, we do receive some initial training
for this work from the Mission Resource
persons through the Project Monitoring
Unit. We also have training provided by
people from the concerned Government
departments for the implementation of
certain schemes. They normally conduct
workshops and seminars for us.
What is the scope of career
advancement?
Well, within the structure of the GRC,
one can go from say a community
mobiliser to a Project Officer or a Project
Coordinator, provided one has the
required qualifications. One must have
minimally a graduate degree, and to
become a Project coordinator, a master’s
degree. But there is no scope of career
advancement after the Project
Coordinator’s post. This is pretty much
a dead end.
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Who evaluates your performance?
Our performances are evaluated by
Childfund India, the mother NGO.
What form and details does the audit
take?
Audits are normally in the form of
monthly visits to check on the progress
of scheme implementation.
Who decides your promotions/
increments etc.?
Our promotions and increments are
decided by the chief functionary, who is
the director of NGO Ark Foundation, but
only after consultation with me.
What do you feel is required to
enhance performance of your tasks?
We are in dire need of more manpower,
better pay and support for our staff and
better infrastructure to enhance our
performance. It’s very difficult to
implement schemes in the present set
up. The manpower at our disposal is too
little for the volume of work we handle.
What are the main problems you
encounter in the setting up of women’s
SHGs?
I’ve already mentioned the problems
related to mobilising and setting up of
the SHGs earlier. An additional problem
that we face is the lack of linkage with
the banks. Very often, we find that the
bank managers themselves are not
aware of these schemes. There’s thus
a lot of rigidity when it comes to
documentation and providing
identification of the members, as most
of them don’t have any. Thus we have
many SHG members leaving as they lose
faith in the schemes. This makes it very
difficult to make the SHGs productive.
Do local MLAs visit your office or work
sites?
Only if we invite them when we hold
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health camps or some such occasion.
What about officials of Municipal
Corporation of Delhi?
Interaction with MCD officials is normally
limited, although we are going to have
water and sanitation camps which will
involve their participation.
Is employee turnover high in your GRC?
It is very high indeed as our staff is paid
poorly for the amount of work they do
and the qualifications that they have. And
even these measly salaries reach them
late as funds are not released on time.

What the Mission badly
lacks right now is a
participatory decision
making process. We often
find that we simply run
on orders from the
Mission without giving
our inputs regarding the
implementation of
schemes, which is often
very frustrating.
And finally Hasan Sahib, if you were
given the charge to run the Mission
Convergence, how would you run it?
Now this is a very good question! If I
were to run the Mission Convergence,
the first thing I would do is to have a
system in which there are regular review
meetings with the individual Project
Coordinators. Even if one can’t have a
meeting with every Project Coordinator,
at least have 2-3 representatives of the
coordinators from every district come
and discuss the grievances of the GRC
in front of the Mission. The reason being,
that the Project Coordinators are in the
best position to convey the ground level
problems and solutions, as they are in
the heart of the scheme implementation.
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What the Mission badly lacks right now
is a participatory decision making
process. We often find that we simply
run on orders from the Mission without
giving our inputs regarding the
implementation of schemes, which is
often very frustrating. The GRCs must
have a say in the high level decision
making process within the Mission.
Secondly, to minimise attrition of GRC
employees, the wages have to be
increased and should commensurate with
the work that they actually perform. The
wages we pay right now isn’t enough to
attract quality staff.
Thirdly, the 2008 survey list of the
vulnerables need to be updated on an
urgent basis. As mentioned before, the
survey was done in a very haphazard
manner and has led to lot of problems.
If I was in charge of the Mission
Convergence, what I would have done
is that while the UID enrolment was
happening at every GRC, the 2008
survey list could have been
simultaneously updated simultaneously.
The UID enrolment would have ensured
proper information being stored in the
database which could later be utilised
for identification within the new,
updated survey.
Finally, rent to employees should be
provided in accordance with the locality
in which the GRC is located. For
example, a GRC located in South Delhi
should get a higher rent stipend as
compared to a GRC located in a hamlet
in the outskirts. Presently, we get a
stipend of ` 12,000, which is really
not enough to get a decent
accommodation in the area where we
function. As you can see here, there is
congestion and sometimes chaos inside
the premises.
Ashwin Kumar is an ex-student of
(and presently assisting) Dr.
Anuradha Kalhan, Fellow at Nehru
Memorial Museum and Library, Teen
Murti, New Delhi.
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THE HOUSING REGULA
TORY BILL
REGULATORY

Will consumers benefit
is still doubtful
Consumers are hoping that the proposed Real Estate (Regulation & Development)
Bill 2013 will curb malpractices in the real estate sector and bring down costs. The
ultimate effect of the Bill will however depend on its honest implementation and the
time-bound procedures followed by the Housing Regulator. Otherwise, the Bill will
result in more red tape and interference without any real benefit to the intended
consumers, says Balkumar Agarwal.

H

OUSING, one of the three basic necessities in life,
has lately been attracting public attention on account
of the proposals before the Central and State
Governments to appoint a Housing Regulator.
The need to provide affordable housing to urban population
was sought to be fulfilled by promulgating the Urban Lands
(Ceiling on Holdings) Act of 1976 which put a limit on land
holdings from 500 sq. mt. to 2,000 sq. mt. in urban areas.
Though the objects of the Act were laudable, the two vaguely
worded exemption sections viz. Sections 20 and 21, let slip
major tracts of land for either ‘public purposes’ or construction
of houses for “Weaker Section of Society”, respectively.
However, these two terms were not defined.

Weak housing schemes for ‘weaker sections’
In Maharashtra, housing schemes for weaker sections were
formulated under Section 20, prescribing maximum floor areas
of 40 sq. mts. and 80 sq. mts, with stipulation that half the
number to be constructed in each category. However, as
‘public purpose’ or ‘Weaker Sections’ were not defined, this
left the competent authorities set up under the Act or the
state governments, to take a view on these matters.
Actual acquisition of land varied from about 10,000 hectares
in Maharashtra to zero in West Bengal, the latter stating
blatantly that they had no up-to-date land records. This
happened in a Marxist-ruled state where one expected the
maximum acquisition to take place. In Maharashtra, housing
for the weaker section scheme prescribed an absurdly low
limit of about `100 to 200 per square foot at which the
tenements had to be sold. Not surprisingly, these limits were
merrily flouted by the landowners, or their constituted
attorneys, the builders, who raked in absurdly large fortunes,
as prices spiraled skywards on account of the initial halt of
construction activity in the first few years of this legislation
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Apna ghar - still a dream?

coming into force. Various subterfuges were used to circumvent
many of the restrictions imposed on the permissible
construction, the most common being two flats built with a
thin dividing wall, which could be easily knocked down after
two members of a family had separately purchased each of
them. Restrictions on re-sale of the flats were also
circumvented by filing false affidavits of not having any dwelling
space, either owned or rented, in the particular urban
agglomeration. Not surprisingly after nearly 30 years of this
Act, the legislation was scrapped. States like Maharashtra
tenuously clung on to the Act, as successive chief ministers
did not like to part with the discretionary powers they wielded
in allotting 10 percent of the flats to the so-called ‘Weaker
Sections’, a term which was never defined.

The after effects of Urban Lands (Ceiling on Holdings)
Act of 1976
The virtual prohibition of new construction after the advent of
the Act and slow release of lands under Exemption Sections
20 and 21, led to a huge shortage in the housing market,
causing an effect, exactly opposite of the stated aims and
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objectives of the legislation. This was done hurriedly by
obtaining the consent of most of the State Legislatures
empowering Parliament to pass this law to enable the
Government to scrap the Act. In fact, land is a State subject
under the Constitution. The sole exception was Tamil Nadu,
then ruled by the DMK Government, which refused to comply
with the Central diktat.
The mis-match between demand and supply of housing on
account of rapid urbanisation, led to not only sky rocketing
house prices, but also led to a lot of malpractices by builders
like selling the same flat to multiple buyers, and leaving them
to fight it out in the courts, loading the flat areas with the
area of landings and stairwells and lifts, and other facilities.
Another rampant malpractice was a delayed delivery after
collecting huge advances from buyers. The flat buyer was at
the receiving end in a restrictive market.
All this led to a clamour for cleaning up the sector, and the
Maharashtra Government proposed a Bill which was passed
in July 2012. It is called the “Maharashtra Housing (Regulation
& Development) Bill 2012”. However, the Union Government
returned the Bill in May 2013 with certain observations, the
chief amongst them being that a Parliamentary Bill on the
same subject was under consideration and there could be
overlapping or conflict between the two proposed legislations.
The Parliamentary Bill 46 of 2013 is called “the Real Estate
(Regulation & Development) Bill 2013” which has a slightly
wider ambit than the proposed Maharashtra Act.

Provisions of the Maharashtra Bill
The Maharashtra Bill, inter alia, requires that the promoters
disclose to buyers the nature of the title of the land on which
the building is coming up, if they do not own the land, the
agreement or Power of Attorney (P of A) by which they can
build on the land, disclosure on encumbrances and mortgages
on the land, details of the business (whether proprietary,
partnership or limited company), details of the technical staff
like architects and engineers, the schedule of construction
and details of the planning permission, the municipal approval
of building plans (IODs (Intimation of Dispapproval) & C.C.S.)
which any builder or promoter is required by law to obtain.
There are a host of other disclosures to be made, including
common areas in the building, the areas of the lift-wells and
open spaces and recreation areas where the plot exceeds a
particular size.
The promoter has to apply to the Housing Regulatory Authority
for registration of the project and to also file certificates of
the Chartered Architect or Engineer, i.e. certify the progress
of each phase of the project, and proofs of submission of the
plans for approval to the local authority. Restrictions are placed
on selling of flats till the occupation certificate is obtained.
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Separate building-wise accounts of sale money received have
to be maintained, inspection checks by a state government
official regarding defects and sub-standard construction, penal
provisions for delays in the construction schedule submitted,
are also provided for. The taking over an incomplete building
of a defaulting promoter to an escrow agent representing buyers
is also provided for.

Regulator, more an hindrance than facilitator?
The bill is quite comprehensive but the fundamental question
arises: Will the Regulator have at his disposal a vast army of
bureaucracy to implement the Regulation’s provisions, and if
he does have this instrument, will this become a tool of
extortion and cause delay of the building process?
Already, the construction sector is hampered by the municipal
and urban development framework, from whom several
approvals have to be sought. Will the Regulator become a
fifth wheel which will hinder, instead of helping the speedy
construction and availability of houses?
Many developers are cynical, and when asked about the
Regulator’s role, openly say that his approval would be one more
octroi naka through which the construction truck will pass.
In short, new construction will dry up until the new Regulator’s
organisation is set up, with personnel experienced in the sector,
and subsequently costs will shoot up. The Central Regulator’s
Bill is more comprehensive as it covers the sale of plots and
such points.
Some crucial questions may be like: Will the Bill benefit the average buyer?
 Will it rectify the sellers’ market?
 What will be the Government’s role in regulating market
forces?
 How will it affect the Co-operative Housing movement
after the Regulator is created?
Firstly, the Bill, when it becomes Law, may be able to curb
certain malpractices, but only at the cost of making housing
more expensive. The immediate effect, till the Regulator and
his machinery are in shape, will block fresh supply of new
housing in the first year or two of the Regulator’s appointment.
Secondly, housing will become costlier when fresh supplies
flow in as the Regulatory cost (both hidden and open) will be
loaded on to the sale price, by the builder. Compliance of the
Regulatory provisions will take time and preparation and
submission of documents will require both time and money.
During this time gap, ready cost will shoot up. In the long
run, many smaller players in the housing construction market
will drop out. This will concentrate the pricing power in the
hands of select big players. Hence my inference is that it
would make it a little safer for the flat buyer to avoid getting
cheated, but would make housing costlier.
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Will this rectify the present sellers’ market? The reason for
the present high prices is the shortage of vacant urban land
in cities and on the fringe of municipal areas. Obviously, this
situation will not be rectified. It would, to an extent, curb the
activities of the fly-by-night operators. The Regulator will be
one more layer on the present statutory framework, adding to
the cost of housing.

Low cost housing by public undertakings should be
encouraged
The Government’s role in regulating the housing sector will
not be significant, unless public undertakings like MHADA
(Maharashtra Housing and Area Development Authority),
CIDCO (The City and Industrial Development Corporation),
NOIDA (New Okhla Industrial Development Authority) or D.D.A
(Delhi Development Authority) are entrusted with large chunks
of land and are empowered to undertake big, low-cost housing
projects. This was done in the 1960s and 70s and this alone
can arrest the spiral effect seen now.
As far as the cooperative housing movement is concerned, it
is relevant only to the formation of cooperative societies after
a developer has sold flats to various buyers. It is not feasible
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now to first form a co-operative housing society and then to
purchase land, demarcate plots and allot them to members
to construct houses after the U.L. (C & R) Act came into
force.
However, Sections 16 and 17 of the Central Bill will make
it mandatory for the promoter to transfer the land title to the
association of members or to the cooperative society of flat
buyers, as may be provided in the Sale Deed. This will enable
the society to benefit from any changes made in the
subsequent floor space, or utilisation of open areas for the
society’s members’ benefit.
Overall, it may be said that the Bill’s ultimate effect will
largely depend on how honestly the state governments
implement it and how promptly they
prescribe time-bound procedures to
be followed by the Regulator.
Otherwise, the Bill will result in more
bureaucracy and more interference
without any real benefit to the
intended consumers. 
The writer is Former Additional Chief
Secretary, Maharashtra Government.
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TRIBUTE

Rabindranath T
agore and his
Tagore
childless women
Shoma A. Chatterji analyses the portrayal of childless women in Tagore’s writings and
observes that the complementary and contradictory traits of his personality came through
his perceptions and attitudes towards women, their problems and their resolutions, through
the female characters that mark his writings.

I

N stature, stride and sweep
Rabindranath Tagore is an all-round
creative genius. Over time, he
evolved into a multi-faceted personality
rooted in the soil of his land. He drew
from the native and grand mysticism of
the Upanishads, Kalidasa and the
emotional music of the Vaishnava poets.
He drew generously from English poetry
to Bengali nursery rhyme, from the most
elaborate classical symphony to the
simplest folk tune. He internalised this
and created his own poetry, prose,
fiction, drama, dance-drama, song and
music. He also turned to painting in his
later years. The facets of his personality
were complementary and contradictory
at the same time. These come through
his perceptions and attitudes towards
women, their problems and their
resolutions, through the female
characters that mark his writings.

Tagore’s perception about women
Much though he is a venerated figure in
world literature for having conceived of
certain very progressive ideologies about
the status and position of women through
his works, a few of his earlier essays fail
to bear this out. In 1891, Tagore had
heard Pandita Ramabai say that women
can do anything that men can, except
drinking alcohol. This statement
provoked him to write a strong essay,
Ramabai-er Baktritar Upalakhse (With
reference to Ramabai’s lecture).
In this, he reiterated and upheld two longheld myths about the sexual division of
labour. One, he said that women are born

ONE INDIA ONE PEOPLE

November

A rare photograph of Tagore at Shantiniketan

physically weak and that “women are
quick-witted but do not have a strong
intellect like men.” According to him,
though most Western women learnt
music, none of them had become a
Mozart.1 Two, he asserted that since
Nature had shaped women to become
mothers, this decreed that outside work
is beyond their world. They are
structured and patterned to stay at home
to look after children, take care of
household and so on. He stated that this
imposition is designed by Nature and not
by men. According to Tagore, the sexual
division of labour is merely a reasonable
arrangement between consenting adults
– man the provider, woman the nurturer.
No force is involved.2
In The Sunday Statesman (August 04,
2002), journalist Maitreyi Chatterjee
points out “even Tagore was annoyed with
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the ending of Henrik Ibsen’s famous play
A Doll’s House (1879.) He felt Nora’s
rejections were in excess of her husband’s
condemnation of her. He has even gone
on record saying that in the Indian family
structure, women brought up on the
ideals of patience and self-sacrifice were
more appreciated and respected and that
Nora’s situation was unthinkable in
India.”3 Though initially, the young Tagore
seemed uncomfortable with Nora’s
decision, at the age of 53, Tagore reinterpreted Nora as Mrinal in his Streer
Patra (Letter from the Wife – 1914.)

Attitudinal changes in the later years
When one places the above writing in
juxtaposition with his later writings that
clearly underscore the slow evolution
within women, one is taken pleasantly
surprised by the transformation. His
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poem Shabala (1928), a first person,
point-of-view narrative from a woman,
begins with the lines: “Oh Destiny! Why
will you not permit the woman to win
over her own fate? Why will I wait with
my head bowed, on the edge of the road
in the hope of my wearied patience
being fulfilled in some God-given day of
the future? Will I keep staring at
nothingness? Why will I not seek my
own path to success?”
One notes that most of his married
female characters are childless.
Nikhilesh and Bimala in Ghare Baire
(1916) are childless. Nikhilesh’s Boro
Bouthan (sister-in-law), a child-widow,
is childless. The married pair in Dui
Bone (Two Sisters – 1934) does not have
any offspring. Fakirchand and Haimabati
of Muktir Upaye, Harasundari and
Nibaran of Madhyabartini (1893),
Indrani-Binodebihari of Pratihingsha,
Nabendushekhar and Arunlekha of
Rajteeka (1898), Charu and Bhupatii of
Nastaneerh (1901), Sashi and Jaigopal
in Didi (1894), Patal and Harakumar in
Malyadaan (1902), Gauri and Paresh in
Uddhar (1900), Kiron-Banowari in
Haldargoshti (1914), Anila and
Adwaitacharan in Poyla Number (1921),
Sodu and Bijoy in Badnaam (1941) and
Kamala and Karim in Musalmanir Golpo
(published in 1955 after Tagore passed
away) are all childless.
Kumudini of Jogajog and Ashalata of
Chokher Bali are pregnant with child at
the end of the story but are not actually
shown giving birth. Mrinal of Streer
Patra (1917), Dakshinacharan’s wife in
Nishithey (1894), Kumu in Dhristidaan
(1898) and Minu in Lipika (1922) were
pregnant once but lost their babies and
never had children again. Shoilobala of
Madhyabartini (1893) dies in the last
stages of her pregnancy in a self-willed
suicide. Neeraja of Malancha (1905)
became pregnant ten years after a barren
marriage. But she loses the child and
falls sick, losing the use of her lower
limbs. She spends the rest of her brief
and tragic life looking out of the window
of her bedroom at the beautiful floral
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garden (malancha) which becomes the
only meaning in her life.
His earlier views about women and
motherhood are in sharp contrast with
his later fictional writings. Dipankar Roy
points this out. “Tagore’s many young
female protagonists, who often make a
more enduring mark on the readers than
their male counterparts, are almost as
a rule childless. If one takes into account
the views expressed by social
psychologists that in Indian society
‘motherhood’ and maternal identity
confers upon a woman a purpose that
nothing else in her culture can. To be a
mother is, by definition, to be a good
wife and in turn a good woman. In
Tagore’s novels what we encounter
instead is widowhood, often a result of
childhood marriage to much older
husbands, and whom we meet are young
widows who have no ways of attaining
any legitimate right to motherhood.
Their threatening sexuality, which is a
genuine problem for colonized male
‘self’, often wreaks havoc among the
family and the society at large”4. The fact
that these heroines are childless helps
him not only to focus on this theme in a
more intense manner but also to judge,
against the grain, the ‘dominant’
discursive tide of ‘women as mothers’.

Struggle between radical modernism
and traditionalism
Nabanita Bosuhak 5 points out and
questions why Tagore represented so
many marriages without children.
Within the Tagore family tree,
Debendranath
Tagore’s
son
Jyotirindranath
and
grandson
Balendranath (son of Birendranath) did
not have children. Two of Tagore’s own
children were infertile among who his
only son Rathindranath remained
childless. Bosuhak points out that
perhaps his personal background left a
deep impression on his mind at a time
when an exploration into the human
psyche was emerging within the social
structure in 19th century Bengal. He
probed into the mind of the Bengali

married woman. Was his creation of
childless women, either because they
were infertile, or because they lost their
babies at childbirth or in pregnancy a
reflection of the ‘barren and unhealthy’
nature of society of the time, asks
Bosuhak. She says that an exploration
into the mindset of these unhappy
women without children was perhaps a
weapon to eradicate the barrenness of
the society at large.6
His later writings reflect his struggle
between the strong pulls of radical
modernism at one end and traditionalism
on the other. One of his greatest
contributions towards the evolution of a
modern mindset lies in his concept of
choice and his ability to create
alternative spaces to choose from. 
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A dip in the Ganges
Arvind Vyasaraya Ballal was not a devout person to be persuaded for a ritualistic tour but
he visited the Kumbh Mela nevertheless, fascinated by the idea of a sea of people coming
together at one place. And he returned surrendering himself to the Triveni devis - Ganga,
Yamuna and Saraswati.

I

am not that devout a person, to be
persuaded by ritualistic misadventure.
But I am definitely an audacious
person who will not hesitate peeking into
unchartered territories. I was always
fascinated by the idea of a sea of people
coming together, at one place. And
which other event but the Kumbh Mela
in Allahabad would provide me such an
opportunity? The very fact that millions
of people from all walks of life were
coming for the mela left me wondering
of the kind of energy this place would
have, as I planned my journey in early
February this year. My knowledge about
Kumbh was limited. I had just seen a
coffee table book by the noted
photojournalist Raghu Rai, and was
spellbound by the pictures. As I am an
enthusiastic shutterbug, this was the
perfect reason for me to pack my camera
and embark upon this journey. It was
almost like a calling from Triveni
Sangam - the confluence of the three
holy rivers – the Ganga, Yamuna and
Saraswati.
From tents and flights to the travel,
everything was done by a mere click of
a button. For me, I suppose it was just

the marvel of modern technology that
things fell in place, but wondered what
about the sadhus, nagababas who live
on the Himalayas; how do they come
to know of this great event. Yes, dates
for the mela are fixed but still…is the
calling mystical, divine or just planetary
calculation…..?
We landed at the historical city of
Lucknow and were on our way to
Allahabad. As I travelled through the
ancient city, I wondered as to why a
city that has given India so many PMs,
and with Ganga and her sisters flowing
through the city, should have a desolate
look? I wondered whether the three
sisters would harness this answer for me
when I meet them.
It was late in the evening when we
entered the main area of Triveni
Sangam. All motorized vehicles were
stopped and we had to go by foot, a
good 10 kms. We managed to hire a
cycle rickshaw to take our luggage
while we trudged along, with the sea
of people for company. It was like
walking out of Dadar station on to the
road. It was here I realised the
difference; in Mumbai the faces have a

perpetual frown of a dissatisfied day, and
troubled uncertainty, all in a hurry to
accomplish a little bit of joy the city
can give. The people who came to
Allahabad were old and young, and all
had a gleam in their eyes, the hope they
will meet Ganga and her sisters, to
proclaim their vows and wash off their
sins and troubles to begin a new life.
Yes, even I could feel it. I walked the
long winding stretch, with a calm mind,
only getting anxious when I could not
locate the address of my camp.
The rickshaw puller was alien to this
place, as this entire temporary camp
was built only a few weeks back,
specially for the mela. It was lit across
an area of 20 kms,that had roads,
dividers, huge posters, and three
temporary bridges over the Ganga.
Triveni Sangam was all ready to
welcome every devotee who came to
seek her blessings.
There was something surreal in the air
– the smell of mud, the collective chants
of prayers from various camps, the
announcements being made for devotees,
and the smoldering smoke from the coal,
used for cooking, the yellow lights, and

Pilgrims take a dip at the 2013 Kumbh mela
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Tents put up for pilgrims’ stay

the colourful tents, all of which came
in slow progression as we entered the
camp. And then, I saw her! The Ganga
Devi. Many years back when I was in
Delhi, I had forced my friends to show
me the Ganga, so they took me to
Haridwar. When I first saw her, I wept
like a child. I had seen her fury at
Haridwar; and now at the Sangam, she
appeared calm and quiet, waiting to
welcome all of us. We finally found our
place at the camp site, thanks to Sri
Pandey ji, a tall, dark man, not to be
compared with our Chulbul Pandey of
Dabbang, who was in charge of up keep
of Sector 17. I rode pillion on his
motorcycle in search of our tents, while
my wife Kusum, waited at the site office.
We were housed very close to Kalimata
temple, in fact just below her abode,
and I felt reassured she will look after
us. The camp site, Prembaba Ashram
camp, was huge with modern tents, and
had a proper layout for various facilities.
They had a separate tent for yoga and a
canteen, a well laid out small garden,
and a team of dedicated helpers and staff.
The ashram guru was a Brazilian who
spends six months in the Himalayas with
his guru and rest in Brazil with his
disciples. Most of the campers at the
site were his disciples. In the morning
two of our friends from Mumbai joined
us. After a cold water bath, we geared
up to go to the river bank which was a
little away from our camp, and the
Sangam ghat site which was a couple
of kms away. The 2 km stretch took us
more than an hour as we had to
meander through a sea of faces and also

soak
in
the
surroundings. I felt
like a lost child.
My team had left
me far behind,
with my wife
Kusum, throwing
occasional
glances at my
direction to check
if I’ve wandered
off. I was trying to capture everything
that I saw, but soon realised that it was
impossible. I could not even hold my
camera steadily to take pictures, as an
avalanche of people would cross my
path, every second. I finally reached
close to the Sangam ghat, which was
a sight to behold. Never had I seen so
many people together at one place.
I could see an old man clinging to his
son, waiting to be taken to the banks of
the Ganga, a face so weather beaten but
full of hope looking at the crowd and
towards the Ganga as if telling her, “I
am coming, and I know you have been
waiting for me for so many years”. There
was a family from the far flung deserts of
Rajasthan, squatting in a circle so as not
to get lost and waiting for instructions on
the next move towards the Ganga. The
colourful sarees worn by the Rajasthani
women looked like a riot of colours, and
the men wore equally bright turbans.
Either everyone moved or stood still, but
there was something that said,
seek……and everyone was doing that.
The pundit performing the jatpat pooja
at the banks, the bhikshu collecting rice
from those who had Ganga snan (bath
in the Ganges), the police mansitting
cross-legged with his sniffer dog, the
boat man’s dalal negotiating and
haggling with many over the fare for a
trip to Sangam.
Next day, early morning after negotiating
with the boatman, we set out to cross the
Ganga to see the babas and others who
had tented on the east side of the river.
One of the most memorable experiences
of the day was seeing the stunning
sunset. The Ganga was covered with a

saffron hue, and before I could capture
her beauty to my heart’s content, the
Surya deva (sun god) had vanished,
leaving the entire area to be lit up by
yellow halogen lights.
We reached the most crowded area of
the Kumbh Mela, the East end where
the akhadas, sadubabas, yogis and
numerous god men with their followers
were camped. Every inch of open space
was occupied, either by people or tents
or small makeshift temples. There were
camps, huge cutouts of the guru was
on display with LED lights dancing on
the perimeter of the cutouts. The
halogen lights reflected the rising dust
of moving people. The evening darkness
was engulfing us, and at a distance we
could see, the Ganga and her sisters,
waiting for another eventful day, the
Navami Amavasya to unfold. We reached
our campsite just in time for dinner.
Next morning, I woke up at 3.30 am,
and accompanied by our new
acquaintance from the next tent, left for
the Navami amavasya snan. However,
the water was ice-cold, and I chose to
have the auspicious bath later with my
group. After a cup of hot tea at 9 am,
all four of us proceeded to the Sangam
ghat for the Navami amavasya snan.
Pole no 13 was our meeting point, and
we told each other in case we get lost
we meet here. Then we went in search
of our boat man to ferry us to the
Sangam. We could not find him and
finally we settled for another boatman
to take us to the spot. There were many
boats docked, and the devotees just
walked into the river holding on to the
boat or to the few bamboo sticks tied
to the boats chanting the Gayatri
mantra, the only mantra I knew, I took
a dip into the Sangam five times, and
felt the not-so-cold water engulfing me.
Though there were about 50 people in
and around the boat, I felt alone in the
crowd hugged by Ganga maa, Yamuna
and the mystical Saraswati. The
warmth of the water, and the sudden
chill of the wind; all at once, is a feeling
one has to experience. I felt blessed.
(Continued from page 48)
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Gharana
Agra
Gharanass – GwaliorGwalior-Agra
The word gharana is derived from the Hindi word ‘ghar’ which means house. Gharana
refers to the place of birth of the musical ideology and links musicians or dancers by
lineage or apprenticeship. Here Latha Venkatraman features the Gwalior-Agra gharana
renowned for khayal music.

G

HARANAS in Hindustani
classical vocal music have often
indicated style, exploration of
the raga and the connection with
rhythm. They depict the face of the
gayaki (vocal style), say musicians.
An astute listener of Hindustani classical
music is, therefore, often able to identify
the gharana of most vocalists.

Gwalior gharana
Gwalior gharana, one of the oldest of
the gharanas of khayal music, is known
for its lucidity and rustic beauty in
exploring the contours of a raga.
For Gwalior gharana singers, the bandish
or the composition is central to their
performance as they use the words not
only to express the meaning and emotion
of the composition but also the raga.
Gwalior gharana can be traced back to
Naththan Peer Baksh, a musician in the
court of Maharaja Daulat Rao Scindia of
Gwalior. He was also the guru of the king.
Gwalior style of singing is known for
authenticity as the emphasis is on
developing the alaap in a slow tempo,

Krishnarao Shankar Pandit, eminent
vocalist of Gwalior gharana
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using gamaks and meends throughout
and singing in a full and open throated
voice. Also, Gwalior gharana
compositions have shown an
overwhelming preference for taal
Tilwada, a 16-beat rhythm. Vocalists of
this gharana have had a huge repertoire
of khayal compositions, many of them
already lost in transit. Another important
feature of this style of singing is the
repertoire of tappas, a classical vocal
music form that is characterised by
tightly knit note construction.
It is said that the music of Gwalior
gharana vocalists needed initiation as
the beauty and the grandeur of the
rendition unravels in due course of time
and with every concert.
The mention of Gwalior gharana brings
to mind one name, the eminent vocalist
of this tradition - Krishnarao Pandit. His
music is known to have a direct link to
Hassu and Haddu Khan who invented
the khayal form of music in the later
half of the 19th century.
Krishnarao Pandit was born in 1893 in
a family that was already steeped in the
tradition of Hindustani music. His guru
was his father Shankarrao Pandit, a wellknown musician of his time and a
disciple of Ustad Haddu Khan and Ustad
Nathu Khan of the Gwalior tradition and
Ustad Nissar Hussain Khan, son of
Nathu Khan. His uncle Eknath Pandit
was also a well-known musician.
In developing a raga a Gwalior gharana
vocalist rarely repeats a musical phrase.
Every phrase is a pursuit of raga
exploration is a scintillating combination
of bol alaap and tans woven creatively
together.
His notable students include Pandit
Sharad Chandra Arolkar, his own son
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Faiyaz Khan, main exponent of Agra
gharana

Laxman Krishnarao Pandit and his
granddaughter Meeta Pandit.
Born in 1912 in Karachi, Sharad
Chandra Arolkar initially learnt under
Laxmanrao Bodas, a disciple of Pandit
Vishnu Digambar.
He subsequently moved to Gwalior
where he trained under Krishnarao
Pandit, Eknath Pandit and Krishnarao
Mulay. Arolkar’s music represented the
pure classicism that Gwalior style is
known for and his own creations are
exquisite.
His disciples Sharad Sathe and Neela
Bhagwat continue that tradition of
vocalism. Sharad Sathe initially trained
under D.V. Paluskar and then under B.R.
Deodhar and finally under Arolkar. Neela
Bhagwat has been dedicated completely
to the style of her main guru Arolkar
though she did have a brief training
under another Gwalior gharana singer
Jal Balaporia.
Krishnarao Pandit’s other notable disciple
is his own son Laxman Krishnarao
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Pandit. The senior maestro’s
granddaughter Meeta Pandit was also
his student briefly.
Ulhas Kashalkar and Malini Rajurkar,
other notable vocalists of today, have
had their stint of training under the
Gwalior gharana style.

Agra gharana
The non-tom alaap that has come down
from the dhrupad tradition is a prominent
feature of Agra gharana singing. This
style of singing appeals to listeners of
music who are passionate about dhrupad
music. The voice projection of Agra
gharana vocalists is extremely forceful and
deep, a feature that is quite an important
element of Dhrupad music. And this
comes from years of rigorous training.
Agra gharana is known for its fullthroated singing. The khayal
composition presented by an Agra
gharana vocalist often tends to have
shades of dhrupad styles. As in Gwalior
gharana, the bandish plays an important
role in raga development for Agra
gharana but there is a great focus on
rhythm too. The use of layakari (play
with rhythm) is an absolutely beautiful
aspect of Agra gharana singing.
Agra gharana vocalists also pay a lot of

A dip in the Ganges
(Continued from page 46)
Everyone who went for the holy dip was
simply mesmerised. Nobody cared about
being naked or being watched; it was a
moment of total surrender! I thought to
myself that if all of us could surrender
like this in our daily life, would it not be
a better world?
The boat took us back, and we navigated
through the crowd to reach Pole no.
13, and then proceeded to our
campsite.
After the Ganga snan, many had some
ritual obligations to fulfil. At the end of
which, a fist full of rice was duly handed
over to the waiting pujaris as a thank
you gesture. I sat down in front of one of
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attention on maintaining the purity of
the raga, according to musicologists.
The founder of this gharana was Ghagge
Khuda Baksh, who trained under
Naththan Peer Baksh of Gwalior gharana.
Eminent vocalist Faiyaz Khan was the
main exponent of this gharana and
popularised this style of vocalism. He
was the court musician of Sir Sayaji Rao
Gaekwad, the Maharaja of Baroda but
also performed in musical conferences
and concerts.
Born in 1880, Faiyaz Khan lost his
parents when he was quite young. He
was trained under the Dhrupad tradition
by his grandfather Ghulam Abbas Khan.
He also got trained under his uncle
Kallan Khan. His nom-tom alaap is said
to be exquisite. Faiyaz Khan was a noted
composer and many of his compositions
under the name “Prem Piya” continues
to be rendered by vocalists of all
gharanas.
Maestros of this gharana, apart from
Faiyaz Khan are Latafat Hussein Khan,
SCR Bhat, K.G. Ginde, S.N.
Ratanjankar, Dinkar Kakini and
Babanrao Haldankar.
Babanrao Haldankar, born in 1927, was a
son of a painter Sawlaram Haldankar. He
was not only a performer but a well-known
them to witness the thanksgiving pooja.
The pujari gave me a broad smile, and
the devotee gestured to me that this
one fist of rice is in your name. I felt
contented. Even when I close a very big
business deal, I have never felt so happy.
My thank you gesture with Triveni
Sangam was performed by an unknown
person, and I felt blessed.
We spent one more day at the camp,
but somehow even when I saw Ganga
and her three sisters the entire day, I
never felt the urge to take a dip again.
It was as if the one holy dip at the
Sangam was complete in every sense.
That night I sat up late to hear and feel
the energy. Lots of questions, dating
back to 1000 of years, crossed my mind.
Was the Ganga as calm as she is now;
was the mythical river Saraswati as
glorious as Ganga? River Ganga is witness

Babanrao Haldankar was a wellknown guru, a composer and
musicologist

guru, a composer and a musicologist.
Torchbearers include Ghulam Hasnain
Khan (Raja Miya) and Subhra Guha.
Raja Miya was one of the main disciples
of Khadim Hussain Khan but also was
greatly influenced by his uncle Latafat
Hussain Khan.
Subhra Guha trained under Agra
gharana maestros
including Sunil
Bose and K.G.
Ginde. 
Latha
Venkatraman is
an independent
journalist and a
student of music.

to so many incidents, some joyous and
some tragic, of innumerable people. I
thought of the aligning of stars on
navami amavasya, the resounding sound
of prayers. Is it Karma that I am here;
will I come back? Am I blessed? I closed
my eyes, and could feel sleep overtake
me. I did not get answers to these eternal
questions. They say ignorance is bliss,
and I realised the spirit of this saying as
I surrendered to the Triveni devis- Ganga,
Yamuna and Saraswati.
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The magic of M. S
S.. Subbulakshmi
at the United Nations
India paid tribute to renowned Carnatic vocalist M. S. Subbulakshmi on her 97th birth
anniversary on 16 September 2013. This year also marks the 47th anniversary of her
musical concert at the United Nations General Assembly in New York. The world was not
only mesmerised with her accomplished voice but also the message of oneness that she
promoted at the concert. B.M.N. Murthy shares some unknown tidbits about the concert.

M

.S SUBBULAKSHMI (19162004), the doyen of Carnatic
music, led a life of many
towering achievements. One among
them was the music concert at the
United Nations General Assembly in
New York which she gave on 23 rd
October 1966, forty seven years ago.
As per the UN Convention, a leading
artiste of a member country is selected
every year to perform at the opening of
the General Assembly session. MS was
invited to sing in September 1965. The
invite was organised by C.V. Narasimhan
I.C.S. who was then the Senior Under
Secretary-General at the UN. However,
the Indo-Pakistani hostilities of 1965 and
the then prevailing state of affairs in the
country prevented MS from accepting the
invitation and MS cancelled her projected
visit to the United States of America.
The invitation was repeated in 1966 and
the date of the concert was decided as
23rd October 1966 and it was announced
that MS would sing on that day at the
UN General Assembly Hall. MS finalised
her programme of a seven week tour of
US, giving 15 performances between 2nd
October and 19th November 1966. The
performing troupe was to consist of
Radha Vishwanathan (vocal), V. V.
Subramaniam (violin), T. K. Murthy
(mridangam), T. H. Vinayakaram
(ghatam) and Vijaya Rajendran
(tambura). It was also decided that
performances during that tour would
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draw on a repertoire of 60 songs
including popular bhajans and
devotionals sung by MS. While giving a
final shape to the detailed programme
it was announced that a special hymn
composed by Rajaji in English would be
sung by MS at the UN concert and that
it would be set to music by Handel
Manuel, Producer of Western Music, All
India Radio, Madras. The idea of an
English song had come from General
Cariappa. The concluding part of the UN
Concert would include a benedictory song
which should emphasise on Universal
Peace and Prosperity, the very purpose
for which the United Nations was
founded.
A traditionalist to the core and a
follower of Sanathana Dharma, MS
would not undertake any major activity
in her life without first seeking the
blessings of her husband T.Sadashivam
and her spiritual guru, His Holiness the

2013

Paramachar ya of Kanchi. The
Paramacharya had her total allegiance.
It is learnt that when MS lived in the
Kalki mansion at Madras it was before
his life-size portrait that her silent lips
moved in silent chants. No wonder MS
rushed to the Paramacharya for the
composition of the benedictory song.
The year 1966 was witnessing the cold
war at its peak and there was universal
cry for world peace and prosperity. The
Sage of Kanchi who had been carefully
witnessing the world developments right
from his younger days and who had been
interacting with luminaries all over the
world, decided to utilise the opportunity
to broadcast to the World Assembly the
eternal message of India, namely
Universal Peace and Harmony. As a
representative of all known and
unknown sages and saints of India and
out of deep concern for the welfare of
the world, he composed a poem in
Sanskrit and advised MS to include it
in her programme. That composition
was ‘Maitreem Bhajatha’ (Foster
Friendship).
Maitreem Bhajatha is an octet (8 lines)
in simple Sanskrit which urges the
nations to refrain from war and cultivate
friendship as if all of us belong to one
single family living in the same nest.
The music for this song was set to tune
by music director Vasantha Desai. Desai
did not cash the cheque for `501 he
received for his service. He framed it
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day in the history of
Indian music and it
was a moment of
pride for all Indians.
The
Secretary
General of the
United Nations,
U.Thant described
it as ‘extraordinary
good music’. Even
the music critic of
the New York Times,
usually a hard nut to
crack, praised MS’s
performance skyhigh and declared
M. S. Subbulakshmi and her husband T. Sadashivam in
that it would live in
their pooja room adorned by a huge photo of her spiritual
his memory for ever.
guru, the Paramacharya of Kanchi
The
octet
is
reproduced
below
in
and preserved it. MS sang it for the
Sanskrit with English translation:
first time on October 21 at the Carnegie
Hall in US where she was introduced
to the audience as the “First Lady of
Carnatic Music”. It was repeated on 23rd
October during the UN General
Assembly Concert. Early in the morning,
on the eve of the all important concert
at the UN, MS suddenly lost her voice.
It was her meditation on her spiritual
guru, the Paramacharya of Kanchi that
restored her voice. On 23 rd October
1966 when MS entered the stage of
the General Assembly Hall, wearing a
lovely Kanjeevaram silk saree and
dazzling diamonds there was thunderous
applause lasting for a few minutes. The
usual circlet of jasmine and roses had
been specially flown to New York to
adorn her plait.
The performance marked a red letter

Maitreem Bhajatha Akhila Hrud
Jaitreem
Atmavad eva Paraanapi Pashyata
Yuddham Tyajatha; Spardha Tyajatha
Tyajatha Pareshu Akramamakramanam
Janani Prithivee Kamadudhaste
Janako Devah Sakala Dayaluh
Damyata Datta Dayadhvam Janatah
Shreyo Bhooyath Sakala Jananam
In English:
“Cultivate friendship to conquer all
hearts
Look upon every other person as your
own self
Renounce war and foreswear
competition
Give up wrongful aggression on others
Mother Earth is there ready to grant all

Cooperative banking
(Continued from page 19)
SVC Bank won the ‘Best Cooperative Bank’ award instituted
by the Indian Bankers Association, from ex- President of India
Abdul Kalam in 2010 and Chairman Emeritus Infosys Narayan
Murthy in 2011. It was the first cooperative bank to bag the
‘Best IT enabled Cooperative Bank’ in 2012, at the hands of
the then RBI Governor Dr. D. Subba Rao. The latest are the
‘CIO 100 2013’ and ‘CIO 100 Green Crusader 2013’ awards
by IDG India’s CIO magazine, which gives SVC Bank global
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our desires
The Lord, our Father, is merciful to all
Practice self-restraint, charity and
compassion
May everyone be happy and prosperous.”
It is significant to note that the sage
has included a philosophy in the
Brihadaranyaka Upanishad by using the
three famous words occurring therein
namely Damyata (restraint), Datta
(charity) and Dayadhvam (compassion),
popular as the three ‘Da’s’.
Though MS did not achieve international
fame known as much as the famous Sitar
maestro Pandit Ravi Shankar, she did
introduce Carnatic music to the West in
a significant way—first at the Edinburgh
Festival, later at the UN General
Assembly, the concert at the Carnegie
Hall and in her several music concerts
during her coast to coast travel of the
United States of America. Kishoribai
Amonkar, the reigning Queen of
Hindustani music, was absolutely
correct by calling MS as ‘The Eighth
Swara of Indian Music’ while
congratulating MS on the occasion of
her receiving the Bharata Ratna
Award.
The writer, a retired engineer from the
Life
Insurance
Corporation
of
India, is a prolific
writer. He writes
regularly
on
Indian heritage,
tradition, vedic
wisdom,
etc.
If you wish to be
on his mailing list,
contact him at
bmnmurty@gmail.com

recognition, as it is an acknowledged mark of excellence in
enterprise IT. This year’s CIO 100 awards which had The
Astute 100 as its theme recognised and felicitated CIOs who
have been imaginative in these times; and adept and astute
in converting the handicaps to their advantage while not
only enabling their businesses to grow but also extend their
lead on their competition.
Now that’s the way to go!!! 
(We are grateful to the Kanara Saraswat Association for
permitting us to use excerpts from the article on SVC Bank
published in October 2013 issue)
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COLUMN / RURAL CONCERNS

Dr. Richharia’s ideas can
richly benefit rice farmers
The late Dr. R. H. Richharia was one of the most famous rice scientists
in the world who emphasised an environment friendly, low-cost
approach to improve rice cultivation, which was very different from
the official ‘green revolution’ approach based on heavy doses of
chemical fertilisers and pesticides. His ideas, though neglected by
the Government, are even more relevant today as the farmers’ crisis
rooted in high costs and ecological ruin has worsened over the years.

Bharat Dogra
is a Delhi-based freelance journalist
who writes on social concerns.

B

EFORE we come to the main ideas of Dr. R. H.
India or abroad. It can only be maintained in its original condition
Richharia, first a few words about him. After doing
at its natural habitat only seeking help of the rice growers
his M.Sc. (Botany) at Nagpur, first class, he obtained
themselves. (2) To educate the young farmers to appreciate
his Ph.D. at Cambridge University. He started his scientific
the value and importance of their own material adding new
career as oilseeds specialist to Madhya Pradesh (M.P.)
ones as their hobby.
Government. He then went to Bihar where he held various
On the basis of his experience in Madhya Pradesh (then
posts in course of his stay here - economic botanist, rice
including Chattisgarh), Dr. Richharia emphasised that women
specialist, professor of Botany, Principal of Bihar Agriculture
will prove to be the most important link in introducing this
College and regional director.
technology. At Adaptive Rice Research
Dr. Richharia was for several years the
Centre in Baronda (now in Chattisgarh),
Director of Central Rice Research Institute
Dr. Richharia noticed that women workers
(CRRI - an important centre of rice
absorb new methods and ideas very
research in India) from where he retired
quickly. Here he had women supervisors
in 1967.
for managing the germplasm of over
His work in the field of problem oriented
17000 rice cultivars in the field and the
and fundamental research on plant breeding
practice of clonal propagation.
and genetics is widely respected. He was
In a big part of the country the rice crop
a world authority on rice genetics.
is ruined by drought conditions and in
First he identified the factors which had
another significant part by flood
Dr.
R.
H.
Richharia
retarded the increase in rice productivity
conditions. In this context Dr. Richharia’s
despite heavy investment in the form of fertilisers, pesticides,
plan is all the more invaluable as it incorporates resistance to
irrigation, research, extension etc. Dr. Richharia’s plan has
floods as well as drought conditions, not to mention disease
three basic components and pest invasions.
(1) Rice development based on the rich indigenous germplasm
Dr. Richharia’s documents of the days of his work at MPRRI
to be explored further and preserved. (2) A highly decentralised
(Madhya Pradesh Rice Research Institute) in Raipur mention
extension approach and (3) Large-scale adoption of clonal
the several drought-resistant indigenous varieties discovered
propagation technique to spread improved varieties.
in the course of field-work in Chhattisgarh region, and above
In the area of research as well as extension, Dr. Richharia
all the immense diversity of the rice varieties grown. A special
recommends a highly decentralised approach. He
advantage of this in distress situations such a drought is that
recommends the establishment of a wide network of “adaptive
while some varieties suffer, some survive and so yield doesn’t
rice centres” in all rice growing areas.
go below a certain level.
The function of the centres will be: (1) To maintain the evolved
Regarding flood situation the clonal propagation method offers
rice genetic material for future studies and use. It is practically
special advantages. It has been demonstrated that rice clones
impossible to retain it in its original form at a central place in
show resistance to submergence. 
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COLUMN / ECONOMY

Rewritten but not
redressed
The Right to Fair Compensation and Transparency in Land
Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013 is a
vital piece of legislation that seeks to set right the wrongs
done by the SEZ Act 2005 and will form the basis for future
deployment of the most valuable natural resource – land.

T

HIRTEEN years after the SEZ Policy was introduced
as part of the Exim Policy and eight years after the
SEZ Act was passed in 2005 the land grab mayhem it
let loose has resulted in a new law the – the Right to Fair
Compensation and Transparency in Land Acquisition,
Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013, just passed.
The SEZ policy to facilitate FDI and exports was introduced
to coax and integrate Indian and global capital interests.
It granted permissions to take over land along with a slew
of tax exemptions running far into the future, and the right
to manage the zones and its inhabitants without a
democratic structure. It was introduced without much
confrontation. As they quickly became apparent, the social
costs of the land takeovers were resisted by waves of public
protests that turned violent in state after state. Popular
movements protested the loss of farm land, homes,
livelihoods, poor and arbitrary compensation, intimidation
by goons of politicians and business elites in state after
state like West Bengal, Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Gujarat, Haryana, Orissa, UP, Punjab and
Haryana. In many instances the protests became violent
and turned to far left ideologies for organisational and
intellectual support. The ire of the movements was
directed against the state which was acting as an agent
of the capitalist by using an antiquated 1894 colonial law
for land acquisition by the state. The collector of the area,
very much a servant of his political boss, held extraordinary
powers to certify the public purpose, compensation, and
acquire land. On the other hand the social benefits in
terms of jobs and particularly jobs for locals and foreign
exchange earnings were less visible. It was becoming
apparent that the design of the policy copied the Chinese
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Anuradha Kalhan
is Lecturer, Dept of Economics,
Jai Hind College, Mumbai.

model in nomenclature alone and stated public purposes
were subverted. Instead the Act had opened the door to
real estate development close to major urban centres and
land grabs in mineral rich tribal lands.
Quoting from the new Act, ‘Both Land Acquisition and
Rehabilitation & Resettlement Provisions will apply when
Government acquires land for its own use, hold and control
or Government acquires land with the ultimate purpose to
transfer it for the use of private companies for stated public
purpose or Government acquires land for Public Private
Partnership Projects. Stated Public purpose once stated
cannot be changed. Note that Land Acquisition for eventual
transfer to private parties can take place provided that the
consent of 80% of the affected families is obtained. Land
Acquisition for public private partnerships can take place
provided consent of 70% of affected families is obtained.
Only the Rehabilitation and Resettlement clause kicks in if
private companies purchase land for a project, and the same
exceeds the area thresholds set by the state governments
for such purchase.’
The new Act now ensures, for example, that the stated purpose
for acquisition is not changed, consent of affected families
becomes unavoidable, so does participation of local governing
bodies, the powers of the collector are circumscribed, limits
to acquisition of fertile multi cropland, a fixed, transparent
formula for compensation to land owners and rehabilitation to
deal with livelihood consequences. It cannot undo the past.
This vital piece of legislation will however form the basis for
future deployment of the most valuable natural resource land and be remembered as a testimony to the trauma it
caused and the deepening of democracy that eventually
prompted it.
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Try to answer the questions below and send your answers along with your name, address, date of birth, school and photograph
to: “ YOUNG INDIA QUIZ” One India One People Foundation, Mahalaxmi Chambers, 4 th floor,
22, Bhulabhai Desai Road, Mumbai - 26. You can also log on to our website and answer our quiz online at
www.oneindiaonepeople.com. We will choose two winners (the Cool Champs) from all the correct entries and publish his/
her photograph and name along with the answers in our next issue. (Last date for entries: November 20, 2013)

Quiz No: 118
1. Who is the author of Death by Fire: Sati, Dowry, and
Female Infanticide in Modern India?
a. Anita Pratap

b. Arundhati Roy

c. Mala Sen

d. Jhumpa Lahiri

2. ‘Pattachitra’ style of painting is native of which Indian
state?
a. Odisha

b. Andhra Pradesh

c. Tamil Nadu

d. Assam


Answers to Quiz # 117
QUESTION 1
Answer: (d) A Flight of Pigeons
Shyam Benegal’s critically acclaimed film Junoon (1978)
was based on Ruskin Bond’s novella A Flight of Pigeons, set
around the 1857 revolt against British. The film won three
national awards in 1979, with Govind Nihalani winning the
Best Cinematography award.
QUESTION 2
Answer: (b) Chaudhary Charan Singh
Chaudhary Charan Singh (1902-1987) was the fifth prime
minister of India. As a tribute to the services he rendered to
the farmers of India, his birthday, September 23, is celebrated
as the Kisan Divas every year.
QUESTION 3
Answer: (d) Madhya Pradesh
Chanderi and Maheshwar are two towns in Madhya Pradesh.
Both towns are of historical significance worth visiting. But
these places are more renowned for their exquisite Chanderi
and Maheshwari sarees, which are popular all over India
and abroad.
QUESTION 4
Answer: (a) Karnataka
Nagarahole National Park is situated in the two districts of
Mysore and Kodagu in Karnataka. It was given the status of
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3. Which among the following is the India’s first
indigenously built submarine?
a. INS Arihant

b. INS Shalki

c. INS Shankush

d. INS Shankul

4. In which Indian state was Adi Shankaracharya born?
a. Andhra Pradesh

b. Uttar Pradesh

c. Kerala

d. Tamil Nadu

5. Which place in India is referred to as the birthplace
of Indian coffee? (Clue: OIOP, October 2013 issue)
a. Araku valley

b. Nilgiris

c. Coorg

d. Chikmagalur

a National Park in 1983 and is considered to be the best
protected habitat for tiger and the elephant.
QUESTION 5
Answer: (b) Gujarat
Rogan is a rare art form kept alive by only one family in
Nirona village in Gujarat. It is a traditional form of fabric
painting and the colours used are specially prepared by boiling
castor oil and different colours for two to three days and then
pouring the resultant sticky mass into cold water.
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Grand old schools

HE Lawrence School, Sanawar, in Kasauli, Himachal
Pradesh, is the oldest surviving co-educational boarding
school in Asia, and possibly the world. It was started
in 1847 by Henry Lawrence and his wife Honoria to educate
the orphans of British soldiers and other poor white children.
It was first called Lawrence Asylum and then Lawrence Military
School. The military training imparted to its students was of
such a high standard, that many of them were sent straight

Lawrence School, Sanawar

R

Schooling Royalty

AJKUMAR COLLEGE, Rajkot and Mayo College,
Ajmer are public schools that were set up to educate
the sons of Indian rajahs, like
Eton, a school for British royalty.
Rajkumar College was established in
1868 by the princes and chiefs of
Kathiawar. In 1938, it became a
public school and in 2001, it turned
co-educational.
Mayo College, Ajmer, on the other
hand, was started by Richard Bourke,
Earl of Mayo who was the Indian
viceroy from 1868 to 1872. He
meant to make British gentlemen out
of Rajputana's princes. Its first
student, Maharaja Mangal Singh of
Alwar rode in on an elephant in 1875!
The residential school for boys is
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to the battlefield during World War I. Even today, preference is
given in admission to the children of those serving in the forces.
One of the oldest boarding schools for boys in India (and in
Asia), dating to 1859, is Bishop Cotton, in Shimla. It was
founded by Bishop George Cotton, the bishop of Calcutta. He
had previously been assistant master for 15 years in Rugby and
then headmaster in Marlborough College, both eminent public
schools in England. Cotton was immortalized in the book Tom
Brown's Schooldays by
Thomas Hughes as 'the model
young master'. It was Cotton
who introduced the house and
prefect
systems
in
Marlborough with great
success.
Bishop Cotton School set the
trend of public schools in
India, because it was quickly
followed by other boarding
and day schools, most of
them built in the sylvan
surroundings of hill stations.

renowned for its Victorian architecture and the school
emblem designed by Lockwood Kipling, better known as
Rudyard Kipling's father.

Mayo College, Ajmer
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Art Beat

T

Tribal Art

HE Gonds are the largest tribal community of Central
India, mostly living in Madhya Pradesh. One of their
sects, the Pradhan Gonds were originally bards and
storytellers who narrated their tales through music and art.
They painted colourful motifs inspired by nature and mythical
creatures on the walls, ceilings and floors of their houses.
In the 1980s, the Director of the Bharat Bhawan in Bhopal
was scouting for tribal artists when he spotted the talented
17-year-old artist named Jangarh Singh Shyam and persuaded
him to reproduce the traditional designs on paper. Thus Gond
art emerged from the confines of tribal homes to being
recognized at the national and international level.
Gond paintings are attractive, bold, and rich in imagery. They
are executed in vivid colours and are characterized by a distinct
dot and dash pattern. The themes reflect the cultural
traditions, festivals and religious beliefs of the Gonds.
Though it is primarily a folk art form, each Gond artist has
evolved his own signature style. Experts can easily identify
the artist by looking at the style in which the painting has
been done. The artists use modern media like acrylic paintings
on canvas, ink drawings on paper, silkscreen prints, and
animated film, giving it a contemporary look.

Amazing Living World

Sparkler

Group Bathing

THE House Sparrow enjoys taking a dust bath. It will scratch
a hole on the ground with its feet, lie in the hole and fling
dust over its body as if it were bathing with water. Dust
bathing is normally a social activity and done in a group. It is
followed by preening and singing.
The sparrow also bathes in water or in melting snow. It will
stand in shallow water and flick water over to its back with
its wings and then duck its head under the water.

The Right Size

GEORGE WASHINGTON was
the first president of the USA.
One day, several years before
he became president, he was
out riding with some of his
friends when one of the horses
knocked over a few stones from
a wall while jumping over it.
Washington suggested that
they stop to repair it, but his friends would not hear of it.
“Let the farmer do it,” they said.
Later Washington returned to the farmer’s field and began
to put the stones that had been knocked over, back into
place. One of his riding companions saw him and
exclaimed:
“General, what are you doing? You are too big for that!”
“On the contrary,” replied Washington, calmly, “I’m just
the right size.”
© 2013 Amrita Bharati, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan
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GREA
T INDIANS
GREAT

RA
O BAHADUR SHRIP
AD SUBBARA
O TALMAKI
RAO
SHRIPAD
SUBBARAO
Doyen of India’s cooperative movement (1868-1948)

I

F you have a vision and the determination to pursue a
goal in life, then no challenge is big enough to stop one
from achieving it. This is what the late Rao Bahadur
Shripad Subbarao Talmaki, a pioneer in cooperative housing
movement, proved to Mumbaikars, over 100 years ago.
Born on 25 December 1868, Shripad Talmaki came from a
middle class family of Chitrapur Saraswat Brahmins, settled
in Karnataka. After passing his matriculation from Karwar,
in early 1889, he came to Mumbai and took admission at
Wilson College to pursue a Bachelors degree in
Arts. With financial help from his brother-inlaw, Shripad completed his graduation. He
even worked as a part-time teacher in
Wilson High School and also secured a
private tuition to meet his educational
expenses while studying for L.L.B.
examination, which he passed in
1897. He began practicing as an
advocate in Kumta district of
Karnataka. But he felt life in Kumta
too circumscribed, and returned to
Mumbai in the latter half of 1902,
when he was offered a job here.
When the Cooperative Societies Act
was passed in India towards the close
of 1904, Shripad was one of the first
persons to visualise its potential in
improving the social and economic condition
of the people of his community. He got
together eight friends to join him in registering,
the Shamrao Vithal Urban Co-operative Credit
Society on 27 December 1907, one of the first credit
societies in India, which today has metamorphosed into the
Shamrao Vithal Cooperative Bank (SVC Bank).
Shripad plunged into the cooperative movement head on
and set his mind to achieve something bigger — forming a
housing cooperative society, which could provide affordable
housing to the people of his community, who had migrated
to Mumbai for jobs. However, it was a humungous task, and
Talmaki had to overcome many hurdles on the way. Although
his honesty of purpose and transparent sincerity were beyond
question, his was a formidable task, as he had to win the
trust of people. He did this with patience and persistence.
Thus, the Saraswat Cooperative Housing Society, Asia‘s first
Housing Cooperative Society came into being at Gamdevi in
Grant Road, Mumbai, and was registered on 28 March,
1915. Three buildings were constructed and occupied on
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the 1 January, 1916. A year later two more buildings
comprising 24 tenements were added. The Shamrao Vithal
Cooperative Credit Society, another cooperative effort by
Talmaki, gave material help in the construction of all these
buildings with loans at specially reduced rates of interest.
Shripad Talmaki thus gave a much-needed impetus to the
Housing Cooperatives in the country and made history.
The success of the Society at Gamdevi, led to the construction
of more such housing colonies not only in many other places
in Mumbai, but also Dharwar in Karnataka. When
one of the largest Saraswat colonies was
constructed at Grant Road, it was named
as Talmakiwadi, as a tribute to this great
man and his pioneering efforts in housing
cooperatives. Although Talmaki’s work
was initially restricted to his own
community, he readily helped and
gave advice to all those who
approached him. He was
cosmopolitan in his outlook, and
organised, among others, the Hindu
Co-operative Housing Society and
was its Honorary Secretary for a
long time. He was also a member
of the Editorial Board of the
“Bombay Cooperative Quarterly”.
He prepared a scheme of cooperative
housing for the industrial workers of
Bombay, and some years ago, when the
Mahars of Bandra thought of starting a Housing
Society, they sought out Talmaki from his
retirement to preside over and guide their deliberations. To
give to the public at large the benefit of his accumulated
knowledge and experience in the field of cooperation, he
crystallized them into a practical guide, entitled “Cooperation
in India and Abroad” which was published in 1931. In
recognition of his signal services to the Cooperative Movement,
the Government conferred on him the title of “Rao Sahib” in
1914 and of “Rao Bahadur” in 1916.
All along, Shripad Talmaki lived a simple and austere life.
Talmaki retired from service as Assistant Registrar, High
Court, on 1 August 1930. He remained in Bombay till April
1942 and went to Belgaum during World War II. In June
1944, he shifted to Dharwar, where after a brief illness, he
died on 28 January 1948. 
(Compiled from an article written by N.S. Kowshik in the
December 2010 special issue of Kanara Saraswat magazine
published by Kanara Saraswat Association.)
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H V R IENGAR ICS
An able administrator and a competent leader (1902-1978)

H

V R Iengar was born on 27 August 1902 in
Holenarsipur in Mysore State in an old family of
modest means. His father had started life as a
clerk in the deputy commissioner’s office in Shimoge at
` 12 per month. After a few years, he was transferred
to Bangalore where they lived in a joint family for a few
years before moving into their own house. The family
could not be sustained on the meagre income of the
father and gradually his mother’s jewellery had
to be sold to meet the household
expenses.
Iengar was a brilliant student and was
awarded gold medal for science in
his final year at Central College,
Bangalore. He joined Royal
Institute of Science, Mumbai as a
lecturer. He appeared for ICS
examination and qualified with
top honours in 1924. He studied
at the Queen’s College, Oxford
for two years and joined service
in 1926 as Assistant Collector at
Ahmedabad
in
Bombay
Presidency.
He was in charge of a sub-division
in Broach District (now Bharuch)
when Mahatma Gandhi launched the
Salt Satyagraha campaign in 1930. He
was surprised to notice the change as
Gandhiji walked through the area. The villages
were completely deserted. They came to their homes
after sunset. Their property could not be attached during
night while in daytime the authorities could not enter
the houses due to lack of witnesses. He was sorry to
note that the Government did not adhere to such rules
after Independence. The constitutional method of
demonstration by RSS in 1948-49 was put down
ruthlessly. Kids of 13-14 years age were put in prison for
shouting slogans.
He was Home Secretary to the Bombay Government when
Mahatma Gandhi undertook a fast for 21 days. To the
surprise of medical authorities, he survived. Sucheta
Kriplani against whom there was a warrant of arrest wanted
to meet Mahatma Gandhi. She sent a message through a
journalist that she did not mind being arrested but she
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must see Mahatma Gandhi. Iengar discussed it with the
Governor who agreed to give her a safe conduct for 24
hours which meant that the Police could not follow her.
She met Mahatma Gandhi and gave a slip to the police.
Iengar had to strike a balance between his loyalties to the
Government with that to his country.
In 1944, he was shifted to the Central Government as
secretary Planning and Development. The next
assignment was Secretary Constituent Assembly
which played a key role in transfer of power.
Nehru wanted him as his Principal
Private Secretary while he was
Secretary Constituent Assembly but
did not want to speak to Dr.
Rajendra Prasad. Iengar conveyed
Nehru’s proposal to Dr. Rajendra
Prasad who said “As far as I am
concerned, you are Secretary
Constitutent Assembly.” He
carried out both the tasks with
credit. Relations between
Nehru and Prasad were not
close and they would send
messages through Iengar. He took
over as Home Secretary in 1948
and faced Hyderabad Police Action,
agitation by Master Tara Singh and
movement of displaced personnel from
Pakistan. He worked as Secretar y
Commerce and Chairman of State Bank of
India before taking over as Governor of Reserve
Bank of India on 1 March 1957.
Doubts about his lack of experience in commercial banking
and gilt market soon vanished as he mastered the basics of
central banking. He had an innovative approach and was
ever willing to borrow good ideas from other central banks.
He had complete trust in his colleagues and gave due credit
to them for their work. He retired in 1962 and was awarded
Padma Vibhushan for meritorious services. After retirement,
he served as the Chairman of Institute of Financial
Management.
He passed away on 22 February 1978. 

– Brigadier Suresh Chandra Sharma (retd)
57

BALRAJ SAHNI
The versatile actor (1913-1973)

2

013 happens to be the 100th birth anniversary of
Balraj Sahni, one of the highly educated actors
of Indian theatre and cinema. Interestingly, the year
coincides with the centenary of Indian cinema. Sahni featured
in around 150 films during his career and several of them
are landmarks not only in his career but in terms of the
archival value of the films per se. Among these are Do
Bigha Zamin (1953), the Bimal Roy film that brought him
international acclaim, Seema (1955), Kathputli (1957) both
directed by Amiya Chakravarty, Lajwanti (1958),
Sone Ki Chidiya (1958), Anuradha (1961)
directed by Hrishikesh Mukherjee, Bhabhi
Ki Chudiyan (1961), Kabuliwallah
(1961), Anpadh (1962), Waqt (1965),
Do Raaste (1969) directed by Raj
Khosla and Garm Hawa (1973).
It was a long, arduous journey in
films bec a u s e h e r e m a i n e d
extremely nervous in front of the
camera for years together. On
the other hand, his wife
Damayanti became a famous star
of Hindi films in Bombay and he
confesses that he was jealous of
her success countered by his
persistent failure to make it in films.
He realised the true worth of
Damayanti when she passed away
quite young, leaving behind their two
children Parikshit and Shabnam.
For the role in Bimal Roy’s Do Bigha Zamin,
he visited a colony monopolised by Bhaiyas of
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh in Jogeshwari in Mumbai to
learn about their way of working, the way they walked,
squatted on the ground to eat, their accent, their dress and
the way they wrapped the turban around their heads. But
when the unit went to Calcutta for the location shooting,
he visited the office of the Rickshawallah’s Union. One
member taught him to ride a hand-pulled rickshaw which
was much more difficult than riding a cycle rickshaw. An
old rickshaw puller walked up to him and asked him about
the story of Do Bigha Zamin. After Sahni had finished
narrating it to him, he sighed deeply and as he walked
away, said, “yeh to meri kahani hai babu, yeh to meri
kahani hai!”
Ironically, a scene in M. S. Sathyu’s Garm Hawa needed
him to bury his screen daughter who had committed suicide
after two heart-breaks. The pain in his face, devoid of tears
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and loudness, reflected the real pain of having lost his only
daughter Shabnam who had died suddenly of a cerebral
haemmorrage. Some say that Shabnam’s passing away led
him to his death in 1973.
We associate Sahni with films alone and that too, with a handful
of films like Do Bigha Zamin, Garm Hawa and Kabuliwalla (Hindi).
Within that limited range, he has left the imprint of his
performances in the sands of time. Few are aware that he is
perhaps one among a handful of Indian actors who was invited
as chief guest to deliver the convocation address at the
Jawaharlal Nehru University in 1972.
Sahni did his M.A. in English literature from
the most reputed college in Punjab – the
Government College in Lahore. But this
failed to get him a job and he could not
fit himself into the family’s business of
clothiers. In 1936, he went to
Calcutta to meet an important person
with New Theatres who turned him
away. But he went back next year,
this time with his wife Damayanti.
Still nothing happened.
A teaching job at Santiniketan
when Rabindranath Tagore was
alive took care of their financial
and cultural needs. His wife did her
graduation at Santiniketan. After
Santiniketan, the couple found
themselves in Mahatma Gandhi’s
Sevagram where Sahni got a job as a
teacher in a school which had Zakir
Hussain (the late president of India) as
president. By this time, Sahni had become a noted
writer of Hindi short stories. He later went to London to
join the BBC Hindi Service where both he and Damayanti
worked as announcers. They lived there for several years
before returning to base. Becoming a film actor was the
farthest thing he wished for. His autobiography spells out
at great length how this actor was terrified of facing the
camera while as a theatre actor with IPTA (Indian People’s
Theatre Association), he drew a packed house.
He sums it up succinctly when he wrote in his autobiography,
“We showmen live in a world of our own, a world so weird
and strange. We make people laugh or cry with us and thereby
transport them to the magic world of fantasy and make-believe.
In the process, we ourselves become part of that world which
brings added joy to our lives.”
– Shoma A. Chatterji
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