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Letters to the editor
Congratulations!
I must congratulate and compliment the OIOP team
for publication of such a fine magazine. So thoughtfully
structured, contained and published. It touches all aspects
of life and rich culture as well.
All the best for your future publications.

– Lt Gen (Dr) D B Shekatkar PVSM, AVSM, VSM (Retd),
Pune
Spiti? Where is it?

Pay attention to our farmers
Indian farmers are certainly looking with hope at the new
government to reform the agricultural sector which has been
reeling under a crisis since long. Suicide by the poor farmers
is a blot on India, which aspires to be a superpower. If the
country has to prosper, then the government will have to
first revive the sector and pay attention to the needs of the
poor farmers. The August issue of One India One People
magazine has drawn attention of the government to the
various problems in this sector, and we can only expect the
government acts on it!

– Madhusudan Garud, a travel freak

– Padmaja Menon, Mumbai

Letters should be addressed to
The Editor, One India One People Foundation, Mahalaxmi Chambers, 4th floor, 22, Bhulabhai Desai Road, Mumbai - 400 026
Tel: 022 - 2353 4400 Fax: 022-2351 7544 e-mail: oiopfoundation@gmail.com / oiop@vsnl.net www.oneindiaonepeople.com

I love travelling to all those unexplored places in India,
and loved the article on Spiti, a place not known to many
Indians. Even I heard and read about this place for the
first time in your magazine. I love the mountains and often
visit Khirsu, a quiet, beautiful place in Gharwal mountains
of Uttarakhand. After reading the article on Spiti by Akul
Tripathi, I cannot wait to make a trip to this paradise on
earth. India is beautiful and I am happy that your magazine
covers such unexplored places through Know India Better.
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An agenda to beat
all agendas
V. Gangadhar takes a guess of what could be the agenda of the Modi
government in the coming years.

W

ith Narendra Modi, firmly entrenched as Indian
Prime Minister for another 10 years, what would be
his agenda for the future? Here are some answers.
Foreign Policy: The foreign policy for NaMo would be small
and slow to win the race. A beginning has been made with
visits to Bhutan and Nepal, our small neighbours. It is pointed
out that the Modi visit evoked tremendous interest in these
countries because Modi is the first-ever foreign dignitary to
visit them. Many residents of these two nations said they
wanted to view the leader who was supposed to have a 56inch chest. Most of these were tailors who had never stitched
garments with such measurements. Since India did not have
any foreign policy differences with these nations, Modi and
his government distributed copies of External Affairs Ministry
press notes from the time of Indira Gandhi to educate our
neighbours. The issue of gifts (what to give, what to receive)
will also be discussed during negotiations.
Nuclear Policy: Of prime importance. Our Hindutva scholars
who are already active in schools, colleges and RSS shakhas
will advice our neighbours on our nuclear policy. Our weapons
will be different. The atom, hydrogen, plutonium, stealth
bombs will be of no use in our nuclear defence. We shall
make use of different types of ‘divyastras’ mentioned in our
epics starting from ‘Brahmastra’ and ‘Narayanastra’ to lesser
weapons like ‘Vayuastra’ ‘Varunastra’, ‘Nagastra’ and so on.
These will have no nuclear fallout and be made by experts
who are now writing our school textbooks in Gujarat and MP.
As for the use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes,we
shall make use of our RSS stalwarts whose talk is often a
gas, useful for this purpose.
Education Policy: Already in full swing under the able
patronage of HRD Minister Smriti Irani, the most highly
educated of our ministers whose qualifications were
questioned by her political opponents. They were silenced
when Smriti flaunted her doctorate from Yell University,
an Ivy League Institution. Her doctorate programme was
covered at Yell University by the TV serials association of
India and the Ayurvedic Medicine giant ‘Tulsi Inc’. Under her
able patronage, India will have a new and popular education
One India One People
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policy with the age limit for the IAS raised to 58 and the
examination extended to 28 languages and 153 dialects.
English will be excluded from this list.
Women’s Welfare: For the BJP, women are a national
treasure. We shall keep our women well covered, not a bit
of their valuable skin being seen from outside. We shall
take so much care of their welfare by not allowing them
anywhere outside their homes. We, the menfolk, will take
care of everything including working, entertainment and so
on. Guarding of our women will be in the ‘strong’ hands of
Uma Bharati, Meenakshi Lekhi and to a lesser extent, Smriti
Irani. The women will not lose anything by being confined
indoors, as they will learn new cuisines, sing new bhajans and
gradually will be allowed to visit temples and pilgrim centres.
Judicial Reforms: Our agenda is very important. We shall
do away with the collegium system which has supposedly
failed and revert to the old Monarchy Judiciary with the
King (in this case NaMo) being the chief judge. Due to
time constraints, he will handle only major cases like those
involving the Gandhis while the rest of the judicial process
will be handled by the RSS. The current Supreme Court will
be shifted from Delhi to Nagpur and the RSS shakas will host
the High Court activities.
Health: Easy to handle for the NaMo government. Its pure
air and healthy environment will cause such an impact that
death toll will drop drastically and may even reach zero
percent. All hospitals will switch over to ayurveda, surgery
will be banned and use of antibiotics will be minimised.
Family planning will be discontinued and Hindu families
will be expected to produce as many children as they
desire. In view of the policy of religious freedom practiced
by the NaMo government, the other
communities may do what they want.
We shall not interfere.
Freedom of the Media: Not our
lookout. Will be handled by the RSS
headquarters. n
The writer is a well-known satirist.
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AGENDA FOR THE NEW GOVERNMENT

Reforming the judiciary:
Need of the hour
Prof. Nalini Kant Jha suggests a slew of far-reaching reforms that the Modi government
should initiate to clean up the rot in Indian judiciary. If this is not done with a sense of
devotion and urgency, the judiciary may also fall in public esteem endangering the whole
civil society with dangerous consequences for the public good, he warns.

F

ORMER Supreme Court Judge, Markendya Katju’s recent
revelations about corruption in higher judiciary has once
again indicated towards the growing rot in Indian
judiciary marked by huge arrears of pending cases; inordinate
delays in final disposal of cases; costly procedures and blind
adherence thereto, which has simultaneously rendered the
profession of advocates as one of the greatest money-spinning
vocations with virtually no accountability whatsoever towards
the fleeced and harassed clients and has stifled access of
common man to justice; glaring, if not alarming,
variance in the competence and honesty
of judges; controversies about
appointment
and
transfers of judges
of superior courts;
ever-widening and
growing tentacles of
corruption in the
judicial system; etc.
These ailments cry
hoarse suggesting that
the entire edifice of Indian
judicial system is motheaten and its sudden crash
imminent.
Surprisingly, however, while the
judiciary is increasingly encroaching upon the
executive and legislative domains in the name of
promoting public interest, it has hardly shown any
inclination to address the maladies afflicting the state
of justice in India today. On the contrary, the judiciary
often uses (misuses) it powers concerning the contempt of
courts to silence any enlightened criticism of its working. To
cap it all, the Supreme Court in what is known as the “second
judges case” (1993), virtually re-wrote the Constitution by
equating “in consultation with” to concurrence of” through

6

its interpretation of Article 124(2) and thereby secured to
itself the last word. It solidified this constitutional coup by
vesting this power with its senior most judges, thus creating
the collegiums, which has held centre stage in controlling
appointments to the higher
judiciary viz the Supreme Court
and High Courts. For 21 years
the head of the Indian judiciary
have enjoyed the power which
is unparalleled the world over
– that of having the first and
last word in determining who
joins its ranks.

Collegium system operates
ad hoc, based on no
principle
While in the opinion of the
judges and a succession of
chief justices of India,
including the present Chief
Justice of India, R M
Lodha, this system of
appointment by a
collegium of the five
senior-most judges
(like that of the
three that went
before) has not failed, it has
Farzana
few supporters today. Jurists,
retired judges, Bar leaders,
political commentators and
of course politicians criticise
it for being opaque, secretive and not institutionalised: no
mechanism is prescribed (by the collegium itself), no office is
set up, no data gathered in advance, no criteria evolved as to
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who among the high court judges — all aspirants to a place
government has thus taken the much awaited step in the
in the Supreme Court — should be recommended. There is
direction of reforming process of appointment to higher judiciary.
no reason given as to why a broad consensus among all the
justices of the Supreme Court is not to be preferred to the
Appoint a fulltime Search Committee to aid NJAC
views only of the five senior-most. The entire system operates
However, the government will have to consider the question
ad hoc, based on no principle. And the choice of judges to be
as to whether the six members of the commission will have
recommended has varied in quality with the collegium’s fastenough time and resources to scrutinise the credentials of so
changing composition leading to cases of promoting unsuitable
many candidates. This issue is important because these judges
appointments and blocking deserving ones.
deal with questions of life and death, public policy issues of
The Modi government has therefore got down to business
vast import, corporate and property matters, matrimonial and
pretty quickly inserting itself into the
custody claims. They have more powers than
appointment of judges to the Supreme Court
While the judiciary heads of corporations and bureaucracies. Hence,
and the High Courts. The Lok Sabha passed
these judges must be selected through a proper
is increasingly
the National Judicial Appointments Commission
selection process which mandates that every
(NJAC) Bill, 2014, by voice vote and the encroaching upon prospective appointee must be carefully evaluated
accompanying 99th Constitution Amendment Bill the executive and — for ability, merit and above all, integrity. The
legislative
by 367 votes to nil. The first Bill lays out
names should be disclosed and complaints and
domains
in the
procedures for appointing and transferring
objections looked into and evaluated. Considering
name of
judges to the Supreme Court and high courts
therefore the workloads of the members of the
while the second stipulates its membership and
promoting public commission, it appears difficult that they will be
provides it constitutional protection.
able to devote adequate time for selecting the
interest, it has
Subsequently the Rajya Sabha also passed the hardly shown any members of the higher judiciary who number
Bills by similar overwhelming margins.
close to 950, with over 200 vacancies, and an
inclination to
The commission consists of the Chief Justice
annual entry of about 100. For, three judicial
address the
of India, his two senior most colleagues, the
maladies afflicting members of the commission carry tremendous
Law Minister and two eminent persons. The
the state of justice judicial workloads, the Law Minister runs a large
persons last mentioned are to be chosen by
ministry, and the eminent persons too will have
in India today. On
the Prime Minister, the Chief Justice and the
important activities from which they gained their
the contrary, the eminence.
Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha.
judiciary often
The commission is to recommend persons for
It is therefore necessary that the commission
uses
(misuses) it must be backed up by a full-time search
appointment as Chief Justice and other judges
powers
of the Supreme Court and the High Courts.
committee, composed primarily of retired judges
concerning the
This bill thus breaks the present collegium
along with other reputed members who will
system and dramatically revises the way judges
contempt of
bring the time, the care and the circumspection
will be appointed.
courts to silence to this task. In other countries, there are
While piloting the bill in Parliament, the
any enlightened exacting methods to discard and choose
government rightly displayed accommodative
candidates. The United States has the Judiciary
criticism of its
approach by accepting the amendment proposed
Committee of the Senate comprising 18
working.
by Congress. The original legislation stated that
members; it has the resources to unearth and
if the President of India rejected a candidate
examine every aspect of the candidate’s record.
sent for his approval by the committee, then all six members
The United Kingdom has its Judicial Appointments Commission
of the committee would have to unanimously endorse the judge
that comprises 15 judicial and lay members, with a staff of
for him to make the grade. Congress pointed out, rightly, that
70. The permanent Search Committee proposed here to aid
this will open up a way for the government to rig the system.
the National Judicial Appointments Commission has to function
If it didn’t approve of a particular candidate the President could
in a transparent way, involve the Bar and other stakeholders,
reject him and then the Law Minister veto him. The government
and then present its evaluation to the commission. And crucially,
could go on casting its veto till it got a desirable candidate.
this record of facts, investigation, examination of complaints
The government which believes in running the government
and findings must become public knowledge. The NJAC would
through consensus rather than majority dropped this
do well to study the workings of Judicial Performance
“unanimous” provision to assuage this concern. The Modi
Evaluation Programmes in several states in the US and
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Pondicherry, for instance, do not get even five minutes to put
forth their arguments due to truck load of pending cases—
the judiciary has enough time to encroach upon the public
domain, which legitimately belongs to the Government. But
while encroaching upon the legislative and executive domain,
the judiciary forgets that in a democratic system like India, if
Streamline the criminal justice system and clear the the government were to fail to act in such matters, it is for
backlog of pending cases
the people to take up the issues in various methods, so as to
Another area regarding judicial reform that needs attention
force the government to act in the matter. In a number of
of the Modi government is increasing workload of pending
subjects where judiciary has interfered in recent times, it is
cases. As the present Chief Justice of India, Justice R M
seen that no legal disputes have been involved. Now when
Lodha, observed on August 15, 2014, trials in
the Modi government is tirelessly working for
two lakh cases are pending since five years
improvement of life of the common people, it is
The law of
and over 40,000 cases are lingering since ten
contempt must, hoped, the judiciary will get less chance and
years. He said that as a consequence, in central
legitimacy to interfere in the executive domain.
therefore, be
prisons 50 percent of the inmates are under
modified on the
trial prisoners and in district jails the figure is
Time to reform the law of contempt
pattern of
72 percent. One of the important reasons for
The Modi government will also have to
American system devote attention towards reforming the law of
this inordinate delay in disposal of cases,
to enable the
according to him, is not filling of vacancies in
contempt to ensure accountability of and
courts. He said from the Chief Justice of India press to report the transparency in the judicial system. While the
to the last muffasil court in the country, there
judicial
constant evaluation of the functioning of judiciary
are 20,000 judicial positions, of which the
is a must to maintain the popular confidence in
misbehaviour.
Supreme Court collegium is mandated to pick Judges must draw this vital institution, which requires that the
judges for 960 positions in high courts and 31
respect through actions of judges are transparent and legally
in the apex court. The state governments have
their impartiality sound, but the greatest obstacle in ensuring
to fill 19,000 positions in subordinate judiciary.
and competence transparency and accountability of judicial
Accordingly, the Union Law Minister, the
and not with the conduct is the continuation of a colonial and
Judiciary and the state governments must work
highly undemocratic law concerning the
help of any
hard to fill up these vacancies to expedite
contempt of court. For a long time now, the
special provision power of the courts to punish for contempt in
disposal of pending cases. Justice Lodha also
as other public
observed and rightly so that investigation,
India has deterred free and frank debate and
functionaries
like comment on the state of the judicial system.
collecting evidence and prosecution is not the
civil servants,
job of judiciary. We can add that the Union and
All the copies of a Delhi-based magazine, for
state governments must implement long police and military example, were ceased and the editor of the
pending recommendation regarding policy
officers, and
magazine was forced to offer an unconditional
reform as well as provide adequate infra
apology, on the order of a Delhi court (in 2001)
university
structure, and facilities to courts to streamline
for publishing the ranking of judges of that court
teachers are
the criminal justice system in the country.
expected to do. on the basis of interviews conducted with the
What however Justice Lodha and most of
lawyers working there. The courts claim that
colleagues ignore that a well intended and
in the interests of administration of justice it is
innovative Public Interest Litigation device has been allowed
necessary to penalise those who wilfully scandalize judiciary
to degenerate into “political interest litigation” device. As the
and lower its image among the public. But in reality, every
saying goes, “excess of everything is bad,” now judiciary is
time that the court punishes anyone for “scandalising the
going to the other extreme of readily interfering in matters
court,” that act does not enhance the dignity or the reputation
largely relating to the administrative aspects of society. While
of the court. On the contrary, almost always, it has the
the judiciary has no time to consider its own reform and very
opposite effect of making people believe that the court has
little time to perform its basic duty of settling disputes between
much to hide. This gives the public a feeling that the institution
individuals and institutions—victims of grave injustice going
is staffed with persons of authoritarian tradition. Hence, Justice
to approach Delhibased courts from faraway places like
V. R. Krishna Iyer, observed that contempt law violates the
establish well-defined criteria to assess potential adjudicative
ability. The Bill has the necessary preamble of transparency,
participation and accountability in its Statement of Reasons;
creating such a Search Committee is the way to translate
platitude to performance.
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freedom of speech and expression guaranteed to the Indian
people by Article 19 (1) of the Constitution, which has also
been recognised by Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights ratified by India in 1977.
The law of contempt must, therefore, be modified on
the pattern of American system to enable the press to report
the judicial misbehaviour. Judges must draw respect through
their impartiality and competence and not with the help of
any special provision as other public functionaries like civil
servants, police and military officers, and university teachers
are expected to do. After all, they too perform public
functions, and it is equally important for their efficacy that
public confidence in them should also be preserved. But
then it has been recognised in their case that being human
beings, they can err and also be corrupted, therefore the
best safeguard against their degeneration is their
accountability to the people for which it is essential that
people should have the right to feely criticise them. The
same applies to the judges and parliamentarians. There is
nothing special about the judiciary that warrant a law that
provides that even a citizen having sufficient proof of a judge’s
corrupt and biased conduct and who is willing to face action
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for civil and criminal defamation cannot accuse them of
dishonesty until he is also able to satisfy the judges that he
has criticised a judge for promoting national interest. Why
is defamation, which is actionable in both civil and criminal
proceedings, not an adequate safeguard to protect the
reputation of judges and courts? Now when right-thinking
judges such as Lord Atkins, Justice Iyer, Justice Mukherji,
Justice Khanna, Justice J S Verma and Justice Annoussamy,
and other like them, are fast dwindling, it is high time for
the Government to seriously re-consider re-writing of the
existing colonial and undemocratic law on contempt.
Indeed, if these challenges are not recognised immediately
and if far-reaching judicial reforms are not initiated with a
great sense of urgency and devotion, the judiciary may also
fall in public esteem endangering the
whole civil society with dangerous
consequences for the public good.
The writer is Professor of Politics &
International Studies, Dean School of
Social Sciences & International Studies
as well as Director UGC Centre for
Southern Asia Studies at Pondicherry
Central University, Puducherry.
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AGENDA FOR THE NEW GOVERNMENT

Establishing a transparent
and reliable defence system
There is an immediate requirement to upgrade and make up the deficiencies of arms,
weapons and ammunition of the three services, writes Brigadier Suresh Chandra
Sharma, and hopes that the present defence minister will take corrective measures to
establish a transparent and reliable system.
National security is the ability to preserve the nation’s
physical integrity and territory; to maintain its economic
relations with the rest of the world.
– Harold Brown, US Secretary of defence 1977-81
FTER Independence, India faced wars with Pakistan
and China, terror attacks by non-state actors and internal
disorders based on ethnicity, religion or economic
conditions. In these wars appropriate diplomacy gave us
security against interference by third parties. In the light of
this experience, our focus on national security has to be on
military power to meet invasion and to deter any aggressive
acts. Intelligence and diplomacy are essential tools for use of
military power.

A

Wrong policies, lack of timely decisions and alleged
corruption
A long history of subjugation and India’s policy of peaceful
co-existence had caused a neglect of the defence machine. The
political leadership and media considered it to be fashionable to
desist from any discussions on military matters. The war in Jammu
and Kashmir in 1947 did not alert us to the need of effective
military power. The intellectual class echoed similar thoughts.
The defence services were starved of funds and were excluded
from the inner councils of decision making organisation. The
humiliating defeat against China in 1962 did bring some change.
The brilliant victory in 1971 and long period of peace that followed
again led to neglect and apathy for the needs of military power.
There is an immediate requirement to upgrade and make up the
deficiencies of arms, weapons and ammunition of the three
services. We must have arms not inferior to those of the enemy.
Confidence in arms is an essential condition for high morale.
Wrong policies and lack of timely decisions are to blame
for this state of affairs. Modern weapons are costly and complex.
They have a long life and cannot be discarded after a short
period. Choice will often determine the way threats have to
be countered. Export of high technology weapons has political
implications and can be contracted only after approval by the
10

government. India does not have a robust defence industry. It
is imperative that we must produce our requirement of arms.
At the time of Independence, it was decided to restrict
production of weapons to the public sector and a large number
of factories were established for specific items. There are a
few success stories like production of MIG series of aircraft
and Vijayanta tanks manufactured under license. Defence
Research and Development Organization (DRDO) was
established to design and develop own weapons instead of
relying on import of technology. Demands for weapons and
equipment are examined by DRDO and imports are resorted
to only after its approval. In a large number of cases, it makes
an unrealistic case for indigenous production and imports are
held up till it is proved to be incapable of producing the
equipment. The head of DRDO is also the Scientific Advisor
to the Defence Minister and holds veto power over imports.
Invariably, there are inordinate delays. Arjun tank was planned
to be inducted in the 80s and was made available in 2006.
Its operational quality is questionable. The present INSAS
(Indian Small Arms System) assault rifle is prone to failures.
The Air Force listed 53 operational inefficiencies in this rifle.
General Bikram Singh had placed top priority for these
weapons when he took over as Army Chief in May 2012. No
progress has been made so far. The current carbines also
need immediate replacement. In the 1990s, limited imports
had to be carried out as the militants in Kashmir were better
armed than the soldiers. Lack of timely action will now force
imports of small arms at a cost of about USD 6 billion. Instead
of accepting failure of the DRDO, the Defence Minister
commented that INSAS had been overtaken by technology.
DRDO undertook development of Light Combat Aircraft (LCA)
Tejas, with target date of 2003 for delivery. It is not ready in
2014 and 1700 parameters have yet to be cleared. It was
beyond the reach of current Indian technological resources.
Offers by American companies for collaboration were rejected.
A development body has degenerated into a regulating body.
Price negotiations follow selection of equipment by the
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Service HQ after due diligence and trials. Invariably there are
allegations of kick-backs. The government adopts the easy
way of postponing or cancelling the acquisition of the
equipment. A few suppliers have been black listed which
serves no purpose. It is strange that alleged money trail is
never investigated and no bureaucrat has ever been punished.
Was the supplier functioning in vacuum? In brief the problems
in acquisition of weapons and equipment are failure of the
PSUs, unrealistic claims by the DRDO and allegations of
corruption, particularly in cases of imported equipment.

FDI in defence should be increased further
In May 2001, the private sector was allowed to participate
in the defence sector and 26 percent FDI was permitted.
There were some restrictive conditions. Equity will have a
lock-in period of three years and there would be no guarantee
for purchase. Management control would be with Indians and
CEO would not be a foreigner. There has been no improvement
since the FDI received so far for defence industries is paltry
USD 4.12 million. It is heartening to note that the present
Defence Minister Arun Jaitley has announced increase of FDI
in defence sector from 26 percent to 49 percent. Former
Defence Minister Antony has criticised it as a risk to national
security. Outdated arms and low ammunition is a greater
danger to national security. The Defence Minister has also
cleared the first lot of orders stuck for the last few years.
What is required is a change in the procurement process.
During the Kargil conflict, artillery ammunition had to be
imported. Such shortages can lead to humiliating defeat. The
increase in FDI to 49 percent is a first step and should be
increased to 76 percent or even 100 percent for cutting edge
technology. It is preferable to have production in India in a
wholly foreign owned company than to have it in USA or UK.
It is expected that deficiencies of all arms and ammunition
would soon be made up and agreements concluded for joint
production in view of approval for increased FDI.

Enhance technological skills and correct civil-military
relationship
The next step should be to enhance technological skills
to enable our industries to design and produce next generation
of arms instead of duplicating the current models. We have
agreement with Russia for joint development of some weapons.
In 2005, India and USA had signed the “New Framework for
the US-India Defence Relationship” for joint research,
development and co-production of new defence equipment.
Progress has been slow due to bureaucratic hurdles. In
September 2013, during his visit, US deputy defence secretary
announced that USA was ready to co-develop and co-produce
equipment for the international market. For a start, he
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suggested anti-tank missiles. This proposal is welcome and
has immense opportunities.
Intelligence reform is a crucial element in using India’s
military capacity. We had three major intelligence failures,
1962, Sri Lanka and Kargil. In Sri Lanka, the political or the
military aims were not clear. In Kargil, even the Pakistani
officers were surprised that the Indian Intelligence Agency
had failed to note the increased activity at Skardu air field.
Recommendations of the Kargil Enquiry Committee are
gathering dust. Due to dysfunctional relationship between the
civil and military sectors, India has not been able to alter the
strategic situation to advantage. The political leadership in
India has apprehension of a military coup without any reason
and has kept the armed forces away from decision making.
This led them into ignoring ground conditions for military action.
Civil-military relationship needs to be corrected.

Ensure a trustworthy redressal system
The man behind the gun is as important as the gun itself.
Serving and retired men had to go to the court for issues of
promotion, posting, pay and allowances. The Ministry of
Defence (MOD) deliberately made an error in implementing
the recommendations of the 4th Pay Commission and kept on
filing appeal after appeal in the Supreme Court. The order of
the Supreme Court was wrongly interpreted forcing the
concerned officers to file a contempt plea. Action should be
taken against the officers responsible for it. These
developments have created discontent which is dangerous.
Officers taking recourse to court for promotions and postings
is a matter of concern. It is completely absent in armed forces
of UK and USA. Like other armed forces, India should ensure
a trustworthy redress system. It has been talked of since the
time of Nehru but nothing has been done. It can seriously
undermine discipline. Judgements of the Armed Forces
Tribunals (AFTs) have not been implemented as they are under
the MOD and not under the Ministry of Law. No action has
been taken to correct the controlling authority of the AFTs. It
is expected that the present Defence Minister who is a brilliant
legal luminary himself will take corrective measures to
establish a transparent and reliable system.In a country of
1.2 billion, the armed forces are short of officers. The service
conditions should be improved to
make up the deficiencies as it
seriously affects the operational
efficiency of the units. 
Brigadier Suresh Chandra Sharma
(retd.) served in the Army for 30 years.
Post retirement he served the telecom
industry with multinational and Indian
corporates. He is also a freelance
journalist and has interests in national
security issues.
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ChinaIndia trilateral:
US


The fulcrum of global politics
US-China-India trilateral web has immense potential to be a game changer for good in
global affairs. If the three nations harmonise their divergent perspectives and pull together,
the global economy can be put on the track of quick recovery and sustained growth,
writes B. Ramesh Babu.

T

As of now the top leadership of the three nations has
HE demise of the Soviet Union and collapse of
not demonstrated the will and vision to rise to the occasion.
communism triggered transformational changes in the
The three countries are buried neck deep in shoring up their
strategic, economic and ideological context of global
economies in their own ways and in pursuing their divergent
affairs. All the major powers of the world responded by renational agendas as best as they could. President Obama is
structuring and re-tooling their bilateral equations with one
fully engrossed in his domestic battles with
another irrespective of inherited linkages or
the right-wing Republicans hell bent on
past ideological inclinations. Naturally, India
Under Modi’s
cutting him to size. The impending
had gone through a similar drill of re-evaluation
leadership
withdrawal of the US forces from Afghanistan
and re-formulation of its foreign policy and
India
should
is looming large on his watch. Soon, he will
bilateral relations with all major powers of
move
be entering the “lame duck” phase of his
the world. In the process, India transited from
aggressively
second term. China’s leadership is already
non-alignment
to
multi-alignment,
into its second year. President Xi Jinping and
notwithstanding official contentions to the
forward on
Prime Minister Li Keqiang are busy “mopping
contrary. Global power structure moved in
insisting joint
up” internal threats to their supremacy. The
stages: from the end of the bi-polar world,
production,
three “T’s”-Taiwan, Tibet and Terrorism
through the unipolar movement, and is now
real transfer of
continue to be the biggest challenges
all set to shift the centre of gravity from the
advanced and
confronting China. The NDA government in
Atlantic to the Pacific. All this is happening
dual use
India is youngest of the three key players in
in the overall context of a multipolar world in
technologies
the US-China-India trilateral.
the making.

Foreign policy challenges confronting India

from the US
(instead of
being a
passive
purchaser of
weapons as
under the UPA
rule).

It is fascinating to look at the foreign policy
challenges confronting India at this juncture.
President Obama, in his typical rhetorical
flourish, described US-India relations “as one
of the defining partnerships in the 21 st
century”. Not to be left behind, China
responded by declaring that it considers its
relation with India as a defining partnership in the 21st century.
India is in the enviable situation of being courted by both
sides. Hyperbole apart, it is possible to assert that the USChina-India trilateral web undergirds the global economy. If
the three nations harmonise their divergent perspectives and
pull together, the global economy can be put on the track of
quick recovery and sustained growth. But, that is a big if.
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Business-friendly approach by India a
welcome sign

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
demonstrated his leadership mettle by putting
the visa denial issue aside and by moving
positively on the strategic and economic
dimensions of relations with the US. On his
part President Obama has taken the initiative
by despatching Secretary of State Kerry and Secretary of
Defence Hegal to New Delhi to put the bilateral relations on
the fast track prior to receiving Modi in September, 2014
(when the Prime Minister attends the UN General Assembly
meeting in New York). Modi government’s decisions to raise
the FDI limit in general and in defence industries in particular,
to purchase more helicopters at a reduced price, revision of
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labour laws, speeding up of approvals for major projects, etc.
and the general mood of business friendly approach and so on
are good and welcome signs. These and other measures in
the pipeline will enhance the strategic partnership with the
US, promote greater defence cooperation, and increase the
inflow of investment in private industry and business etc.
However, a word of caution is called for in this context. Under
Modi’s leadership India should move aggressively forward on
insisting joint production, real transfer of advanced and dual
use technologies from the US (instead of being a passive
purchaser of weapons as under the UPA rule).
Keeping the strategic security partnership with the US
on track and moving forward on this front is the most vital
part of our policy of dealing with China. Modi government
must never let this slacken or lag behind because the only
thing China fears is our strategic and political proximity with
the US. This leads us to India’s China policy. Soon after
taking office, the Modi government sent a high level
delegation to China and signed a series of MoUs on
infrastructure development and the setting up of industrial
parks in selected locations in India. This was followed by
the bold initiative at the BRICS Summit in Brazil in July
2014. A New Development Bank with an authorised capital
of $100 billion and a subscribed capital $50 billion was
launched. Modi was able to prevail upon the acceptance of
the principle of equality of all members in the operations of
the Bank. He was also able to win the consent of the others
over India nominating the First President of the Bank for an
initial six year term. Then the position would rotate among
all the members for a term of five years each.
Another key decision made at the BRICS Summit was
the setting up of a Contingent Reserve Fund of $100 billion
of which $41 billion is China’s share; $18 billion each is
provided by India, Russia and Brazil; and South Africa’s share
is $5 billion.
Modi utilised the occasion of the BRICS Summit to
hold bilateral meetings with all his counterparts. The most
important among them was the meeting between Modi
and the Chinese President Xi Jinping. Modi brought up the
critical issue of the massive and growing adverse balance
against India in the bilateral trade. The projected large
scale Chinese investment in infrastructure and industrial
parks in India was seen as one of the ways to tackle the
problem. President Xi invited India to take a more active
part in the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO),
which came as a surprise. China was originally opposed to
India’s very entry into SCO, but yielded because of the
Russian insistence. At present India is only an observer in
SCO. Hereafter, India can look forward to playing a more
active role as a full member.
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High-level bonhomie between India and China seen at
present
China invited India to join the Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AIIB) as a founder member. President Xi
also invited India to attend the Asia Pacific Economic forum
(APEC) meeting to be held in China in November, 2014.
This is particularly welcome because China has thereby
acknowledged India as a legitimate player in the Pacific Region
(i.e. beyond South East Asia). To top it all President Xi invited
Prime Minister Modi to visit China and the latter reciprocated
by inviting the former to visit India. Such a high level
reciprocal bonhomie could well be seen as the harbinger of
better days to come in the relations between the two
countries!
India-China cooperation at the BRICS Summit is good
example of shared interests at the global level —economic
cooperation for mutual benefit and joining hands to eventually
develop an alternative global financial order to the World
Bank and the IMF(International Monetary Fund) dominated
by the West. However, it is most crucial not to forget the
border dispute, which could change the whole game in a
jiffy. China itself keeps the pot boiling in the Himalayas by
its policy of creeping aggression southward, reiterating its
territorial claims over Arunachal Pradesh at regular intervals,
and issuing official maps showing large tracts of Indian territory
as part of China.
US-China-India trilateral web has immense potential
to be a game changer for good in global affairs. But things
can go awfully wrong if China chooses another war in the
Himalayas —a possibility that cannot be ruled out. Less
probable is the direct military confrontation between the
US and China because of their symbiotic interdependence
- a mutual hostage equation. However, if China opts to
escalate the hitherto dormant maritime and jurisdictional
disputes with Japan, Vietnam, and Philippines in the South
China Sea, the US may be constrained to intervene
militarily.
Containment for peace and cooperation for prosperity are
and should be the two sides of the double-edged policy the
US and India should pursue towards China for the present
and in the foreseeable future!
The writer is a specialist in
International Relations and American
Politics. He is a Visiting Professor,
Department of Political Science,
University of Hyderabad; and the
Scholar in Residence, Foundation for
Democratic
Reforms
(FDR),
Hyderabad. Formerly, he was the Sir
Pherozeshah Mehta Professor of Civics
& Politics, University of Bombay.
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INDIAN NUCLEAR DOCTRINE:

Will there be a change
in NFU policy?
Stating that the NFU policy has worked well so far for India Dr. P.M.Kamath says, it
would do well for the Modi government to embrace the concept of a global treaty on NFU
of nuclear weapons to maintain the bipartisan nuclear doctrine.

I

NDIA declared herself as a Nuclear Weapons State soon
after the May 1998 nuclear tests and also came out with
a nuclear doctrine. The heart of the doctrine is a
commitment by India not to use the nuclear weapons as the
weapons of offence but purely of defence. This was proposed
to be achieved through a declared policy of No First Use
(NFU) of nuclear weapons. NFU also guarantees that India
will not use or threaten to use nuclear weapons
against a non-nuclear weapons state.

Yet once the Congress led UPA under the premiership of
Manmohan Singh assumed power in May 2004, it came around
to accept the NFU as a policy without many changes. Thus
for instance, in his interview with Wolf Blitzer of CNN in
Washington, DC, ex-PM Manmohan Singh had said on 20
July 2005 that his government is very much committed to
NFU of nuclear weapons.
Having done quite a bit of research by going
through the original sources, I do strongly feel
The present BJP that the then US president Bill Clinton, a
Other features of NFU
government led vehement critic of Indian nuclear policy, came
However, if India becomes a victim of
round in his second term to accept Indian
by Narendra
misadventure either by Pakistan or by China,
compulsions to acquire nuclear weapons,
Modi should not improve the US relations with India and before
India has declared that it will respond by massive
go down in the his presidency was to end, was in the midst of
retaliation in second strike. Indian current policy
states that it will also consider an attack as
negotiating a nuclear deal with this country. It
history as the
needing a massive nuclear response, when (a)
government that is building on the same grounds, his Republican
there is a nuclear first strike (b) whenever a
successor George W. Bush offered a nuclear
gave up NFU!
non-nuclear weapons state joins in alliance with
deal to India in July 2005.
a nuclear weapons state and as a member of
However, the BJP while leading the
such an alliance attacks India or the nuclear weapons state
opposition during the UPA’s ten years did not hesitate to
as the leader of the alliance attacks India, in all such cases
suggest, that too by one of its original promoter, Jaswant
alliance members will invite the punitive nuclear use of second
Singh in early 2011 reviewing of Indian commitment to NFU
strike by India, and (c) if a non-nuclear weapons state uses
of nuclear weapons. It was then the turn of the then Minster
biological or chemical weapons against India, it is authorised
for External Affairs, S M Krishna to reiterate India’s continued
by the doctrine to use nuclear weapons against such a state
adherence to it.
in its own defence in second strike.

NFU as a bipartisan policy
The NFU policy has worked well so far. Soon after the
May 1998 nuclear tests conducted by the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) then led by Atal Behari Vajpayee, domestically
the Congress Party led by Sonia Gandhi, and globally the West
led by the US, were in many ways similar in their vehement
criticism, condemnation, creation of a conglomeration of critics
and calling for immediate reversal of Indian nuclear policy.
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Suggestion to revisit the nuclear doctrine
The BJP manifesto in 2014 general elections stated that
the party will follow a “two pronged independent nuclear
programme, unencumbered by foreign pressure and influence,
for civilian and military purposes…” To that goal it will: “Study
in detail India’s nuclear doctrine and revise and update
(emphasis added) it, to make it relevant to challenges of
current times.” It will also aim to “Maintain a credible minimum
deterrent that is in tune with geostrategic realities.” Soon
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after the publication of the BJP manifesto, there were many
articles and comments in favour of a review and against it.

the intelligence agents willing to penetrate into the adversary
terrorist groups to find out threats to national security.

Arguments in favour and against change

Conclusions

All those who hope to see a change in present NFU policy
point out that Indian policy of NFU has not been favourably
received by Pakistan. On the other hand, Pakistan has not
only increased the number of nuclear weapons possessed by
it (100-110) in comparison to India’s (90-100), but it has
also acquired tactical nuclear weapons to meet the Indian
preponderance in conventional armed forces.
This concern can be met by pointing out that the very fact
that India has a preponderance in conventional forces which
can easily run over Pakistani ground forces, has made it to
embrace the policy of First Use
(FU) of nuclear weapons. But
also its fear of defeat in
conventional warfare led it to
go for tactical nuclear
weapons. Pakistan’s game plan
seems to be that in the event
of another Mumbai 26/11 like
surprise and stealthy terrorist
attack on some economic or
nuclear or defence nerve
centre, India might be under
pressure to attack, but might
not venture into a conventional
military attack for the fear of
Pakistan’s use of tactical nuclear weapons; thus enhancing
its sense of security.
This can, however, be met by updating the exceptions,
already included to the NFU stated earlier, by including a
clear statement that any use of tactical weapons against Indian
interests or defence forces will be considered as an unprovoked
nuclear attack and India will appropriately and adequately
respond by a second strike with nuclear weapons.
Second reason advanced by those who favour a revision of
the nuclear doctrine is: Pakistan-based, promoted, protected
and financed anti-India terrorist groups could lay their hands
on Pakistani nuclear weapons. This is a widely expressed global
fear on Pakistani nuclear weapons. Hence, terrorist groups
are likely to use them against India.
As in the case of the first problem, the way out to meet
this problem is to include terrorist attacks against India, with
whatever type of nuclear weapon, also as an exception to the
NFU and going for a massive second strike. But to make this
threat of second strike effective in creating the necessary fear
in Pakistani intelligence agency under the guidance of the
military forces, we need to have effective intelligence with

Dr. P. M. Kamath formerly was Professor of Politics, University
of Bombay, currently he is Hon. Director, VPM’s Centre for
International Studies and Adjunct
Professor, Department of Geopolitics
and International Relations, Manipal
University, Manipal. Of his 18
published books so far, three are on
the topic under discussion here:
Nuclear Disarmament: Regional
Perspectives on Progress, India’s
Policy of No First Use of Nuclear
Weapons: Relevance to Peace and
Security in South Asia and Indian
Nuclear Policy: From Idealism to
Realism.
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We should clearly know that the BJP manifesto nowhere
says specifically that NFU is subject to review; though it is
an important part of the doctrine, it is not the entire nuclear
doctrine by itself. Review of the doctrine to update it to meet
the contemporary challenges to Indian national security, by
including the above mentioned two exceptions to the existing
exceptions to the NFU is merely updating the doctrine and is
not tantamount to give it up in favour of the FU of nuclear
weapons. A FU is not a defensive use of nuclear weapons, but
an offensive use in war making. Nuclear weapons have to
remain instruments of high
political diplomacy and not war
making. There is no space
here to argue in detail as I have
done elsewhere that NFU is
not only ethical and moral but
it is also highly democratic
doctrine in world politics.
It is said by some that the
BJP in its manifesto mentioned
vaguely revision and updating
of nuclear doctrine probably in
response to then Prime
Minister, Manmohan Singh’s
suggestion on 2 April 2014 of
establishing a global NFU of nuclear weapons. If that is so,
the BJP with its massive majority, just need not tinker or
revise the essence of NFU, just because it is also embraced
by the Congress. But it will do well to remember: It was Atal
Behari Vajpayee who for the first time used the NFU in the
UN in 1978 as the Minister for External Affairs in the Janata
Party government led by Morarji Desai. The present BJP
government led by Narendra Modi should not go down in the
history as the government that gave it up! Instead it should
embrace the concept of a global treaty on NFU of nuclear
weapons to maintain the bipartisan nuclear doctrine.
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Whither education
The state of the entire education in India is alarmingly bad. The successive policies of
the government have been only aggravating the negatives, says Anand Teltumbde,
adding that the entire rural India where still seventy percent Indians live, is completely
cut off from quality education.

H

ISTORICALLY education has been the exclusive
preserve of the minuscule upper caste elites in India.
It is only during the colonial times doors of education
were opened to masses. This exclusionary ethos remained
subdued during the colonial times but resurged after 1947.
The Constitution had given prime importance to education,
spelling out a uniquely specific timeframe of 10 years for the
rulers to accomplish free and universal education of all children
up to the age of 14 years. Accordingly, in 1948, a committee
was constituted to recommend how to universalise free and
compulsory elementary education. In the field of higher
education, steps were taken to create an institutional structure
through the University Grants Commission, IITs, and other
central institutes. There have been several commission reports
in early years of the newly independent nation: the
Radhakrishnan Commission Report (1948) on higher
education, Mudaliar Commission Report (1952) on secondary
education and Kothari Commission Report (1966) on the entire
education system, which variously stressed the importance
of education and made many pro-people recommendations.
However, the rulers largely ignored them. The Kothari
Commission, for instance, had noted the unhealthy social
segregation between the schools for the rich and those for
the poor, and recommended that primary schools should be
made the common schools of the nation by making it obligatory
on all children to take education in schools in their
neighbourhood. It valorised the elementary education to such
an extent as to declare, “The destiny of India is now being
shaped in her classrooms”. But these recommendations
remained unheeded.

The covert introduction of neoliberal reforms
Following the 5 billion SDR loan from the IMF in 1981,
the biggest by the IMF to any country until then, the government
stealthily initiated neoliberal reforms since mid-1980s. It was
symbolic of these reforms that the name of the Ministry of
Education was changed to the Ministry of Human Resource
Development in 1985, implying that the very purpose of
education was not social development and preparation of
citizenry but to produce consumable input for the global capital.
16

Aggravating the evolutionary divide between the urban and
rural education, the National Policy on Education, 1986 (as
modified in 1992) had proposed introduction of a layer of
about three lakh non-formal education (NFE) centres of inferior
quality below the mainstream government schools and another
of much-hyped Navodaya Vidyalayas, one per district, above
it, paving the way to the multi-layered education system. In
July 1991, India formally adopted neoliberal reforms, which
were basically to drive liberalisation, privatisation and
globalisation of the economy. Many changes were brought
into the sphere of education. Higher education was declared
to be a non-public good, opening the flood gates to the private
players to skim the lucrative market for professional streams
like engineering, medicine and education.

Destruction of the quality and credibility of the government
school system
In the sphere of primary education, the World Banksponsored District Primary Education Programme (DPEP) was
implemented to operationalise the philosophy of structural
adjustment, viz., to reduce public expenditure on education.
These included induction of under-qualified, untrained and
under-paid ‘para-teachers’ appointed on short-term contract;
legitimising the shameful method of one teacher teaching
two or more classes simultaneously in a single classroom;
promotion of multi-layered school system rooted in
discrimination; and reductioning curriculum to literacy and
numeracy. The DPEP largely destroyed the quality and
credibility of the government school system. Consequently, it
led to rapid expansion of the market for private schools by the
end of the 1990s. In 2000, the DPEP were re-packaged and
presented to mislead the public under the shining label of
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA). In pursuit of the next round of
neo-liberal reforms, the so-called ‘Right to Education Act,
2009’ was enacted with much fanfare. This Act basically
excluded children below six from right to education and
legitimised the multi-layered education, reproducing essentially
the traditional caste paradigm. Despite these much trumpeted
schemes, almost half the children of the relevant age group
continue to be deprived of even eight years of elementary
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education. Of those admitted to Class I, only 15 -17 percent
are able to clear Class XII. Among the lower social groups
this percentage is still lower: about 10-11percent for OBCs,
around 9 percent for Muslims, about 8 percent for SCs and 6
percent for STs. This means that almost 92% of dalits and
94% of tribals never become eligible for the benefits of the
much flaunted reservations.

Government policies have only aggravated the negatives
The state of the entire education is alarmingly bad. The
successive policies of the government have been only
aggravating the negatives. The entire rural India where still
70 percent Indians live, is completely cut off from quality
education. Barring a few elite institutions in the urban area,
which cater to a handful of elite population, even the majority
of urban population also have no hope of getting quality
education and thereby better life. It is not that the rulers do
not know what needs to be done. But they have dodged the
issue with an alibi of inadequate resources. Interestingly, right
from the days of Macaulay, this alibi of shortage of funds was
used to restrict education for elites.
Education and health constitute the basic inputs in
empowerment of people and are interrelated to some extent.
The countries that provided these two inputs to its population
have really prospered. India has uniquely ignored both. India’s
health system is one the most privatised in the world and its
education also getting similar. She has squandered the oncein-centuries opportunity of demographic advantage of having
predominantly young population and created a huge problem
for itself in future. By the maxim, ‘better late than never’ it
could recover some of the lost ground by putting in sincere
efforts in these spheres. In health, it possibly can do precious
little except for ensuring the children are born healthy. But
there is much that she can do in educational sphere, to start
with the school education, which the founding fathers had
emphasised, and which she must.
The foremost, India will have to undo much that she did
during the recent years. The RTE Act, which actually took
away children’s fundamental right to get universal, free and
quality education will have to be re-enacted to institute a
neighbourhood school system, entirely run by the government,
offering standard quality education to all children up to the
age of 18 years. All children, irrespective of social and
economic background of their parents would be compulsorily
enrolled in these schools. This will necessarily involve closing
all public/private schools which do not fit in the plan of
neighbourhood schools. Implement massive training
programme for teachers and institute a monitoring system for
the schools by the local community. Teachers would be freed
of all the non-academic tasks. The education shall be freed
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of religion and mythologies. Across the regions, the three
language formula shall be applied uniformly. Every child will
be given basic education up to the standard four in its mother
tongue; the foreign languages to be introduced only from the
fifth standard.
The objective of the school system shall be to ensure all
children born in India do not carry the imprint of their parents’
poverty or affluence and grow with the ethos of equality. Towards
that it is vital that they are born healthy. Today more than half,
58 percent pregnant women suffer from anaemia and
malnutrition. Interestingly, during the booming years of India’s
GDP growth, this percentage rose from 50 to 58. As a result,
over 40 percent children under age three are stunted and almost
one-fifth of them are wasted (defined as an abnormally low
weight for the child’s height). Nearly 80 percent of all children
are anaemic. This state breeds insurmountable structural
inequality. In order to ensure that no child is handicapped by
its parents’ poverty, the government should undertake a plan
to provide a comprehensive prenatal health and nutritional
care to all pregnant women who need it. If such healthy
new-born children are equipped with equal quality education,
the need to provide artificial crutches of reservations and
associated ruling class intrigues would disappear.That indeed
would be great by product.

Higher education totally commercialised and beyond the
reach of majority
There is so much mess created in educational sphere
that it may not be possible to clear it in any conceivable
term. Higher education, estimated to be 50 billion dollar worth
stands totally marketised and beyond the means of majority
of population. During the last two decades, many private
institutions and universities have mushroomed all over the
country to grab the rising share of this market. It has surely
improved the enrolment in higher education but the quality
has also suffered equally rapidly. It can be imagined from the
fact that the topmost one or two of our IITs rank above 240 in
the international ranking. There is a dire need to institute
quality standards in our higher education system. In
appreciation of the context that we live in the knowledge
era, higher education cannot be treated as non-public good
and privatised. But it still constitutes secondary priority after
the school education.
India with its dollar 1.8 trillion
economy has resources; what it lacks
in is political will. 
The writer is a civil rights activist with
CPDR, Mumbai. He currently teaches
business
management
at
IIT,
Kharagpur.
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Firing the growth engine
Sunil Bhandare spells out some of the broad-based economic reforms the Modi
government should focus on for reviving the country’s economy and fulfilling its aspiration
of a new, unique and dynamic Indian model of development and governance.

T

HE honeymoon phase of the new government will soon
be getting over. So far the most significant and
composite policy pronouncement manifests only in its
maiden budget. Evidently, this evoked mixed reactions. Many
observers were seen to be more solicitous rather than genuine
in their appreciation of its positive features. But many others
argued forthrightly that the Modi government missed the
opportunity of unveiling “big bang reforms” or overarching
strategic vision. The budget has given an impression of little
bit of everything and lots of nothing! What then should be the
agenda for economic reforms for the government keeping in
view the medium-term perspective of next three to five years?
This question assumes importance because India cannot afford
a prolonged phase of growth stagnation. Engines of economic
resurgence have to be fired with greater intensity, and at
multiple levels.

Prioritise the wish list and focus areas
From the budget as well as from various subsequent offbudget measures, some significant pointers are discernible of
what the government ought to do to strategise its economic
policy making. Indeed, there can be a formidable wish list of
policy agenda, but it would be more appropriate and productive
to prioritise and concentrate only on selected focus areas. First,
the government has to deal with severely constrained fiscal
space. Unless this fight against fiscal profligation is fought
decisively, no transformational policy changes can be envisaged
in the coming years. Second, recharging of PSU disinvestment
programme, and in this area, the government will have to go
beyond mere resource-raising exercise. Third, to rejuvenate
public-private partnership (PPP) models for infrastructure
development, and on which, the budget has so much to offer
both in terms of physical targets and financial allocations.
Fourth, there is an urgency of revisiting the 12th Plan,
and more importantly, to recast the Planning Commission’s
role. Much water has flown since the economic reforms were
launched over two decades ago in 1991. Further, after the
global economic crisis of 2008, both domestic and global
economic scenario has changed dramatically. Also, the major
dictum of the BJP led NDA government is “minimum
18

government and maximum governance”. All these
developments warrant reorientation of the planning strategy.
Last, extreme focus has to be given to policy implementation
be it relating to states-wide acceptable framework for GST,
FDI liberalisation in defence manufacturing, insurance, etc.;
revival of manufacturing, urban development, strengthening
of agricultural economy or setting up of a national market,
private markets, etc., by initiating the APMC reforms in
consultation with the state governments.

Expenditure Management Commission, a welcome
initiative
The creation of fiscal space is possible either through
expanding the revenue raising potential or by reducing and
rationalising expenditure or by a combination of the two. We
believe that, given the slow process of industrial recovery, there
are short-term limitations on restoring revenue buoyancy in the
economy. Hence, the setting up of Expenditure Management
Commission (likely to be headed by former RBI Governor, Dr.
Bimal Jalan, according to some paper reports) is a welcome
initiative, and its recommendations will be eagerly awaited.
According to the FM’s budget speech the Commission would
be asked “to review the allocative and operational efficiencies
of Government expenditure” and recommend essential reforms
in the current financial year. Also, it can be expected to set the
roadmap to “overhaul the subsidy regime, including food and
petroleum subsidies and make it more targeted”.
What is worrisome in the prevailing structure of central
government’s expenditure is the continuously rising burden of
non-plan expenditure, especially, subsidies, interest payments,
administrative expenditure and a host of social sector schemes,
including flagship programmes. Over 30% of government’s
total expenditure is currently financed from public borrowings
(mostly fiscal deficit), which leads to progressive accumulation
of public debt. Given the norms of fiscal responsibility
legislation, wherein financing of aggregate expenditure through
fiscal deficit has to be brought down to 3% of GDP by 201617, the government must prepare a road map for rolling back
non-plan expenditure independent of what the Commission
per se can be expected to recommend.
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In this context, we must also caution that the UPA II
government had already set up the Seventh Pay Commission
sometime in September last year. According to some expert
calculations, its recommendations might impose a huge
incremental salaries and pension burden of as much as rupees
one lakh crore per annum. Therefore, the terms of reference
of the Expenditure Commission must cover wider issues of
administrative reforms, especially the rightsizing of the
government accompanied by improvement in the quality of
public expenditure. This alone would alleviate adverse
implications of pay and pension hikes of the government
employees going forward. Alongside, the Commission’s final
report also incorporates key benchmarks of qualitative
performance that must be assigned to various ministries/
departments. Like-wise, the prevailing outlay-outcome
budgetary exercise calls for more rigour, sharpness and
transparency than what is currently discernible.

Therefore, the next reforms agenda must correct various
fault lines in the existing PPP guidelines and models – concerning
procedural issues, contractual obligations, risk sharing principles,
monitoring and dispute resolutions, etc. Further, like in the case
of many mega projects – both manufacturing and infrastructure
development –the government has to revisit in a holistic manner
the daunting challenges of land acquisition (if need be, review
and reframe the concerned new legislation), environmental
clearances, Centre-States and Inter-States coordination issues,
etc. Also, it is imperative to expand the long-term sources of
funding for such long-gestation, capital-intensive sectors. And in
this context, one would expect both the Finance Ministry and
the RBI to put in operation the budgetary proposals, namely,
exempting banks from CRR, SLR and Priority Sector Lending
obligations for deployment of their funds to infrastructure projects.
In substance, the whole package of measures must be evolved
over the next few months to stimulate implementation of various
pending and new PPP projects.

Recharging of PSU disinvestment programme
The government’s efforts to accelerate PSU disinvestment
programme need to go beyond realisation of financial target
of `58,425 crores in 2014-15 (about `16,000 crores in the
previous year). It must also strive towards progressively reducing
the government’s role from various developmental activities,
which can as well be performed by private sector – and that
too, more efficiently and strategically. The Modi government
must acknowledge that business of the government is to
govern, and not to be in business. It must, therefore, articulate
unequivocally its stance towards privatisation without being
distracted by political expediency. For this purpose, it needs
to bring about a decisive and significant shift in ownership
and management of public sector businesses. Also, the
government must show courage by phasing out the practice
of perpetual budgetary support to loss-making PSUs, and
wasting good money for non-viable, non-sustainable
enterprises.

PPP models & infrastructure development
As mentioned earlier, a host of infrastructure development
projects have been announced by the government be it in the
sphere of energy (power, coal, renewable energy, gas pipeline
expansion, etc.), new airports, road sector, urban renewal,
urban transportation, urban metro, affordable housing, new
models of urbanisation of rural areas or creation of 100 smart
cities. Most of these areas lend themselves to effective PPP
models, which the previous governments’ have sought push
through for well over a past decade. The experience, however,
has so far been mixed – some PPP projects have made good
progress, but many others have achieved a limited success or
languished for a variety of reasons.
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A word about Twelfth Plan
Yet another pending major policy initiative is to recast the
Planning Commission. Indeed, its role needs to be redefined
in the context of dramatic changes in the domestic economy
in the post-reforms period, and also after the global economic
crisis of 2008. Further, the Twelfth Plan is awaiting a midterm review, which effectively would involve comprehensive
overhauling – witness the fact that it had envisaged annual
average real GDP growth target of 8%, while the first three
years are likely to yield not more than 5 to 5.2% growth rate.
Many assumptions of macro parameters have gone completely
awry – it had envisaged average investment ratio of 38.8% of
GDP and fixed investment rate of 34.2%, but there has been
a sharp collapse in the investment ratio in the economy over
the last five years.
In summing up, the NDA government has many formidable
challenges not only of combating the short-term problems of
economic revival and inflation control, but progressing decisively
with broad-based economic reforms, some of the key
components of which have been outlined in this article. We
are conscious of the fact that the Modi government has to
expand the constituency of economic reforms to make
impossible possible. And that is where
his leadership will make distinction.
Going forward, India aspires for not
Gujarat model, but new unique and
dynamic Indian model of development
and governance! 
The writer is a consulting Economist
and former Economic Advisor, Tata
Group.
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AGENDA FOR THE NEW GOVERNMENT

It ’s time India’s villages
get priority
The needs of rural India have got less priority over the needs of urban areas since long,
and it is time this is reversed, writes Bharat Dogra listing out the expectations from the
new government and urging for a significant shift in policies that will transform our villages.

A

S India’s rural areas are passing through many grim
problems, the installation of a new government is being
seen as an opportunity by them to provide relief from
many serious problems.

Top six priorities
While rural India has many expectations from the new
government, the below six issues should be prioritised.
 On the whole in recent years, the needs of rural areas
have got less priority over the needs of urban areas. This
should be reversed. The needs of farmers, landless farm
workers and rural artisans should get higher priority.
 National level inter-linking of rivers has been widely
publicised but this is a project that will cause ecological
devastation. Therefore this project of inter-linking of rivers
should be given up once and for all.
 Similarly the technology of GM (geneticaly modified) crops
has been widely publicised, but there are hundreds of
well researched reports to show that these can have very
harmful and destructive impacts and hazards which are
irreversible. Therefore the technology of GM crops should
be strictly banned.
 Large-scale displacement of villagers and farmers as well
as diversion of fertile farmland should be avoided.
 Farming technology as well as related technology should
be ecologically friendly with emphasis also on increasing
genetic diversity in the form of protection of rich diversity
of indigenous seeds and indigenous breeds of farm animals.
 The poorest villagers should get the most help from people,
with emphasis on well-implemented land reforms and
employment works emphasising water and soil conservation.
These six priorities can be seen to be of greatest
importance for our rural areas in the near future. In addition
we need to look at several other aspects of poverty eradication,
ecological renewal and social reform.

Policies need a significant shift
Keeping in view climate change related new threats,
government policies need a huge and significant shift (including
20

budget allocation, overall thrust of governance and other
aspects) in favour of poorest and marginalised sections, small
farmers, rural life and farming based livelihoods (with their
lower GHG emissions and importance for food security),
environment protection and disaster prevention as well as
better relief work at the time of disasters and adverse
conditions. It can no longer be business as usual for the
government as new threats bring new responsibilities. Budget
allocations should shift very significantly in favour of agriculture,
and related activities and environment protection.
We need a change that strongly favours organic farming.
What I wish to emphasise here is that the government policychoice has to shift from encouraging farming based on chemical
fertilisers and pesticides to a farming which uses environment
friendly methods of maintaining soil fertility and keeping away
harmful insects or other pests. The financial, administrative,
scientific and other resources which the government was
earlier using for subsidising the use of chemical fertilisers and
pesticides need to be diverted entirely for directly helping,
encouraging, rewarding farmers who are practising organic
farmers or else are in the process of shifting to organic farming.

Traditional seeds - basic treasure of genetic material
In the conditions of India’s villages, along with organic we
need to strongly say, “as low-cost as possible” and “as selfreliant as possible”, these two aims being strongly interrelated. Our context is basically that of small farmers with a
low resource-base. Dependence on chemical fertilisers and
pesticides made them indebted. It is certainly not desirable
that one dependence should be replaced with another
dependence, for example dependence on expensive marketpurchased bio-fertilisers. So the entire emphasis should be
based on making the best possible use of local resources (dung,
crop-residues, leaves, cow-urine etc.) and farming practices
like maintaining diversity, suitable rotations etc., to become
as self-reliant as possible in maintaining the fertility of land
and in keeping away harmful insects and pests.
A question that needs to be asked is whether the promotion
of organic farming can be compatible with the green revolution’s
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seeds which were specifically aimed at being more fertiliserresponsive. Clearly there is a contradiction here and so we have
to go back to the rich diversity of our traditional seeds as our
basic treasure of genetic material on the basis of which farming
can progress on a sustainable basis. So the existing system of
production and distribution of seeds has to be changed as well.
It is very clear that we can’t look at organic farming in
isolation, we also need to look at systems of water-and-moisture
concentration, good green cover in the form of trees and pastures
and overall conducive conditions for animal husbandry to flourish
well. These are very important in themselves but these are
also important to create conducive conditions in which organic,
low-cost self-reliant farming can be successful. Similarly crop
and variety diversity, crop rotations which maintain fertility of
land are integral to our understanding of organic farming.
Land distribution among the poor should get very high priority,
and optimum use of all the existing laws (including ceiling laws)
and favourable administration orders should be made.
A system of farming which integrates agriculture and
animal husbandry should be adopted, with encouragement
for care and concern for welfare of farm-animals. Protection
of cows and bullocks should be encouraged in a big-way in a
secular sense - so that everyone can be a part of this effort.
Promotion of animal husbandry and welfare of farm animals
should get high priority.
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Cottage and small-scale industrial activity should be
encouraged in villages and small towns. The spirit of swadeshi
and maximum possible self-reliance of village communities
emphasised by Mahatma Gandhi during the freedom
movement must be revived to meet contemporary needs.
Growth of desi (indigenous varieties) cotton can become
the base of revival of hand-spinning and hand-weaving (khadi
cloth). Cottage industry like khadi/handloom should get
increasing strength from the emphasis on reducing GHG
emissions and environment-friendly textiles. A wide range of
cottage industries related to agriculture, animal husbandry
and minor forest produce, as well as other cottage scale
labour-intensive industries can be started. The kind of smallscale industrial activity that doesn’t displace or threaten
farmers but instead provides additional livelihoods to them
should be encouraged.
Social reform work should be
emphasised with special emphasis on
reducing alcoholism and all forms of
addictions.
Rural decentralisation and
panchayati raj should be strengthened
at all levels.
The writer is a Delhi-based freelance
journalist, who writes on social
concerns.
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KNOW INDIA BETTER

Hyderabad
where the
past is present
Text and Photos:

Gustasp and Jeroo Irani

Reflection of the resplendent Chowmulla Palace complex main building

H

YDERABAD is a classic tale of two cities – the modern
home, and he exuded noble bearing from every pore; he was
IT hub with its wired population and the old-world
truly to the manor born. The throb of modern Hyderabad was
city of the Nizams, in their time, amongst the richest
muted to a dull hum as Mir Mozem evoked for us the largerrulers in the world. The style of those legendary
than-life times of the Nizams.
potentates, their tehzeeb and flagrant selfTo understand Hyderabadi royalty, Mozem
The Nizam’s
indulgence have left an indelible mark on the social
Khan explained, one must appreciate the fact
passion for clothes that the Asah Jahi dynasty of Nizams, who ruled
fabric of Hyderabad even as this metropolis rewas the talk of the
invents itself with modern flyovers, swish hotels
the state, along with his nobles were the flagtown. He would
and boutiques, hip coffee bars and restaurants.
bearers and custodians of Mughul tradition and
wear
only
brand
culture, once the Mughal Empire collapsed in
Much of the skyline remains the same with
new silk socks
minarets pointing heavenwards and the soft toll
Delhi. The social structure of the state was
imported from
of temple bells mingling with the sounds of
based on a feudal or jagirdari system in which
France
and
the
raucous commerce in its bazaars. But there is
noblemen were granted estates and privileges
royal laundry was
a can-do spirit about the place, a swagger
on the understanding that they would provide
sent
to
Paris.
He
almost, as though this city, so rich in history
the Nizam with a specified number of troops
yet often side-stepped in favour of its more had a wardrobe that whenever he might require them. “Haft hazari,
was the longest in
flamboyant competitors, is finally getting its due.
or 7,000 troops, were the highest jagirdars;
whereas on the end of the spectrum, there were
the world and
The life and time of the Nizams
which could only be the smaller jagirdars whose commitment was
We got a strong whiff of that forgotten era
as little as 100 troops,” says Mozem Khan.
accessed by a
and its whispering gentility when we met Mir
Once the British Raj was firmly ensconced
hand-operated lift.
Mozem Khan, a retired UN official, and grandson
in the country, the colonialists stopped the
of Fakr ul Mulk, one of the foremost nobles in the land. We
princes from indulging in their favourite pursuit – warring with
met him some years ago, in the leafy courtyard of his stately
each other. The need for troops became redundant though the
24
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jagirdari system survived.
imagination to figure out
With wars becoming a
what
the
fashion
distant memory, the Nizam
Hyderabad is also
statements of the era
known as Pearl City
and his nobles found they
might have been.
could give expression to their
Courtiers, noblemen
innate love for things of beauty
and jagirdars, who saw
which they were willing to buy
themselves as mirror images
at any price.
of the Nizams, competed with
Soon the untold wealth of the
each other to match their
Nizams and the excesses it nurtured
master’s splendid lifestyle. Mozem
became fodder for a world hungry for
Khan’s grandfather, for instance, built
exotica. Tales were told of a land of milk
the 250-room Iram Manzil which was
and honey where obscenely rich kings ruled
staffed by 927 retainers. The 400-acre
the roost... They reigned from marble palaces
complex was virtually a city within a city
with extravagant lawns where peacocks flitted; a
and housed a polo field, a lake on which boats
280-carat Jacob Diamond was used as a
bobbed, tennis courts, a private forest, stables
paperweight by one of the Nizams... The stories, the
for 100 horses, a garage for 20 cars, a dairy farm,
stuff of fairy tales, were true. Yes, an order for 50 Rolls
a hospital and even its own private police force.
Royce cars (including a Silver Ghost with a body of
Extravagance or excellence, however, one views the
hammered silver) was placed by a Nizam while the world
indulgences of the Nizam and his court... that era kept
whispered another outrageous story (true nonetheless) about
the world agog and riveted.
how a convoy of 50 trucks, weighed down with gold
Mozem Khan recalled his first and only meeting with
nuggets, was mired in mud in the royal gardens.
Shah Mirza Beig, the highest handicapped polo player
Great wealth often breeds great eccentricities and one
of his time. Beig was in bed with a damaged spine, the
Nizam’s passion for clothes became the talk of the town. He
result of a nasty fall on the polo ground. Five days before he
would wear only brand new silk socks imported from France
died, he had asked to see Mozem Khan, then a lad of 10.
(which it was whispered his valet promptly sold) and the royal
When Mozem Khan arrived, he was requested to ride Beig’s
laundry was sent to Paris. He had a wardrobe that was the
favourite Arabian polo pony on the lawns outside his window.
longest in the world at the time and which could only be
Mozem Khan rode the handsome steed and was stunned when
accessed by a hand-operated lift. There were 150 closets stuffed
the animal was gifted to him. It was a grandiose lifestyle that
with all manner of lavish clothes that money could buy... The
has all but disappeared in today’s world.
upper level of the palace is now a museum while the lower
Many members of the old guard have managed to thrive in
level has been converted into a school. However, we discovered
independent India and have adjusted to modern-day realities.
that most of the closets were empty and it was left to our
Yet others subsist on dreams of a bygone era that they hope

Street markets and plush boutiques and jewellery shops across the city brim with a variety of choices - from rice to whole
pearls, from brilliant white to subtle hues of pink, peach, yellow or gray - and at prices that are hard to beat
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The Silver Ghost Rolls Royce now exhibited at Chowmulla
Palace complex

will return. They are the ones who sold their treasures, the
antiques and old palaces to pay taxes and estate duties and
today cling to sepia-tinted photographs and a few frayed-atthe-edges gifts to soften the grim edges of reality.

A blend of the old and the new
As the general manager of Marriott Hotel and Convention
Centre, put it succinctly: “Hyderabad is one of India’s newest yet
oldest cities.” And from our plush room overlooking the city’s
famous Hussain Sagar lake, we saw a typical Hyderabadi vignette.
Young honeymooners in rustling silk saris and tight shiny suits
walking arm-in- arm down the lakeshore promenade as a clutch
of burqua-clad women hurried past them shyly, eyes downcast.

In this city of almost other-worldly charms and new
enticements, we were forever chasing the compelling contrasts.
Tangible evidence of its storied past pulses in the monuments
that dot the city. The most recognized of these is the iconic
Charminar which was built in 1591 to mark the end of a
plague epidemic that had ravaged the city.
There is another story about the origins of the Charminar that
is far more alluring. According to legend, this icon of Hyderabad
stands on the very spot where one of the Qutub Shahi monarchs
in the 16th century used to have secret trysts with a local dancing
girl, Bhagwati, at this very spot. The city was then known as
Bhagyanagar. Once the pretty local belle was enthroned as his
queen, she was re-christened Hyder Mahal and the name of the
city was changed, significantly, to Hyderabad.
Today the Charminar is the bustling colourful heart of the
city, separated from the new section by the Musi river. In this
Arabian Nights setting of enthralling bazaars that flourish in
the lanes and by-lanes around the monument, one can find
everything from elegant lacquered bangles and bridal wear to
sensuous silk, lace and exquisite pearl jewellery.
The Mecca Masjid nearby etches the horizon with its
sweeping lines and within its hushed precincts lie the tombs
of the Nizams of Hyderabad, forgotten for the most part by the
people who once loved and admired them. Construction of the
mosque was commissioned by the sixth Qutb Shahi Sultan in
1614 and it was eventually completed by none other than the

The famous Hussain Sagar lake seen from Marriott Hotel
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Hyderabad-Salar Jung museum building - 2

The Salar Jung Museum showcases a vibrant past

Mughal Emperor, Aurangazeb. The vast interior can
of the Veiled Rebecca, sculpted with stunning detail in marble
accommodate 10,000 worshippers at any given
by G.B. Benzoni of Italy in 1876, we were
time and as we gazed upward at the arches,
distracted by a commotion outside the room
colonnades and minarets, we recalled the fact that
- the crowd that had collected in the
this grand edifice took a hundred years to build.
courtyard in front of a clock broke into
x
As we stepped out of the mosque, a thousand gray
spontaneous cheers when a little toy man
and white pigeons swooped into the courtyard and
emerged from a cabinet in to strike the
the next second, surged upwards in a spectacular
hour.
star-burst formation across the sky.
It served as a reminder that time is
If there is one monument that is virtually
running out for many of the grand palaces
synonymous with Hyderabad, as much as the
that dot the city. Some have fallen into
Charminar, it is the Salar Jung Museum. With its
disrepair, crumbled and been replaced by
35,000 objets d’art, the obsessive collection of one
ugly modern buildings. Others have been
man Nawab Salar Jung III, the prime minister of
converted into government offices and even
the seventh Nizam, the museum underscores that
hospitals - the Assembly and High Court
era’s penchant for amassing collectibles at
buildings, for instance. A few still remain in
extravagant prices. Imbued with the typical spirit of
the possession of hamstrung nobility,
excess, the museum has 38 galleries on two floors
straddling two worlds, trying to find a
and is said to be only a part of the larger collection.
balance in an era where time is money.
Many of the treasures were reportedly stolen by the
Sushil Kapadia, a prominent, long-time
staff of Salar Jung III and some of them were lost
resident who lives in a gracious Nawabi
when the priceless treasures were shifted from the
mansion told us about how the King Kothi,
private palace, Diwan Deodi to the present location.
now a government hospital, was up for grabs
As we lingered to admire the exquisite beauty
for ` 22 lakh at one time and the beautiful
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A beautifully sculpted minaret
of the iconic Charminar
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The iconic Charminar in the heart of the city

One of the garment shops near the Charminar

A glass and chrome cyber tower in the hi-tec city
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The Mecca Masjid took over 100 years to build and its vast interior can accommodate 10,000 worshippers at any given time

Falaknuma Palace for as little as ` 5 lakhs!
But there’s hope, for not far from the Charminar, is the
resplendent palace complex of Chowmahalla, with two
courtyards, palaces, gardens and fountains which sprawls over
12 acres. This was the seat of the Asaf Jahi dynasty and the
palaces were restored and recently thrown open to the public.
The palaces are splendid, especially the grand Durbar Hall

with its 19 chandeliers and the marble platform on which the
royal throne was placed. This is where royal durbars and lavish
banquets were held for British royalty.
Hyderabad is a lesson learnt in very visual terms – time
does not stop for any man. In this city, the past, present and
the future co-exist comfortably. We toured swish Banjara Hills
as much a symbol of 21st century Hyderabad, as the Charminar

The palatial High Court building, yet another fine structure of Mughal architecture
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Chowmulla Palace Complex–the archway between palaces

and the Salar Jung are of its vibrant past. At Banjara Hills, we
stumbled on shopping malls stuffed with modern-day treasures,
trendy eateries that serve cutting-edge cuisine and night clubs
that pulsed with heady energy into the wee hours. And this, in
a city where the traffic lights used to be switched off at 8 pm,
until just a decade ago!
Our epiphany happened at the Laad Bazaar in the Old City
where bangles winked and gleamed like the secret treasures of the
Nizams. We bought a box full for our daughter and were taken
aback when the shopkeeper bowed low and offered us
another.”Please take it as a gift from me to you, visitors from
Mumbai.” We felt like he had gifted us the grand Falaknuma Palace

The clock tower or Ghantaghar in the Palace complex

The ‘Zenana’ or The Ladies Chambers inside Chowmulla Palace
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The majestic main Darbar Hall at the Chowmulla Palace

(now a Taj group hotel) built by the noble Sir Vicar ul Umra.
When the Nizam visited this graceful palace for the very
first time, he was so bewitched by it that he chose to extend
his stay there beyond the one day that he had originally planned.
In response to this open display of admiration from the Nizam,
ul Umra spontaneously presented him with the palace building.
Yes, in Hyderabad, anything can happen... And as the saying
goes, if wishes were horses, beggars would ride. And dreams
could well become reality even in the modern world; even
though the fairy wands are of a different modern kind.

Fact File

A gold gilded ceiling

A marble sculpture of nude wrestlers
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Hyderabad, which is the capital of both Andhra Pradesh
and the newly formed state of Telangana is well connected by
road, rail and air to the rest of the country.
The city has a wide range of accommodation ranging from
five-star to budget.
For more information visit Andhra Pradesh Tourism
Development Corporation at: www.aptdc.gov.in or Telangana
Tourism at: http://tourismintg.com
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The sprawling Golconda Fort – A commanding view from the summit

Golconda: The Koh-i-noor of Forts
Golconda Fort, located 14 km from the city, is a marvel of
engineering. It stands on an isolated hillock, ensconced within
three layers of massive stone battlements. There is a lot of
clapping going on just at the entrance of the citadel. It’s to do
with guides and tourists testing the fort’s unique acoustics which
allows sound to carry up to the Darbar Hall at the top of the hill.
In olden days, it served as an effective communication system as
guards used different hand claps to give those at the top of the
hill time enough to prepare an appropriate welcome for the
person approaching the gate, depending on whether he was a
member of the royal family, a guest or unwelcome foe.

Less applauded yet equally ingenious is the ancient water
supply system which continues to carry water up the hill to
the citadel even to this day.
Today, the fort is a mute witness of history. Its name,
Golconda, was once synonymous with diamonds and
extraordinary wealth. Both the legendary Koh-i-noor (now the
prized exhibit in the Crown Jewels of the British royal family)
and the Darya-i-noor were mined here.
Come sundown, and the members of the audience take
their seats amid the ruins for the Son-et-Lumiere show. The
deep baritone voice of the narrator conjures up the ghosts of
the past that seem to re-enact and re-live the dramatic moments
in the history of the land they once ruled... a world of bloody
battles and gracious living!
Located just one km from Golconda Fort are the tombs of
the Qutb Shahi rulers; a cluster of beautiful domed monuments
surrounded by manicured lawns and gardens.

Things to do and see
Shopping
Looking for something traditional like bangles or zari work?
Head for Laad Bazaar in the old city around the Charminar.
The streets here brim with colour and almost ceaseless activity.
For more conventional shopping, your best bet are Abid
Road in the old city of Hyderabad and S.D Road in the twin
The sound and light show at the fort
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The stunning Birla Mandir built entirely out of brilliant white marble imported from Rajasthan

city of Secunderabad. These two streets are lined with a number
of stores stocked with everything from plastic trinkets to high
fashion garments that sport famous international labels.Swish
Banjara Hills is where glass-sheathed shopping malls and the
city’s hottest eateries and entertainment spots are located.

Top off the meal with soft, creamy and subtly sweet
sheermal garnished with silver and rose petals. Or tuck into a
double ka meetha, a crunchy delicious dessert served hot or
cold with fresh cream. Yes, when a traditional Hyderabadi
daavat beckons, it is hard to resist.

Birla Temple

Pearls of Wisdom

Perched on summit of Kala Pahad is the stunning Birla
Temple, built entirely out of brilliant white marble imported
from Rajasthan. The temple which took ten years to build is
an expression of devotion to Lord Venkateshwara. From up here,
you will get a panoramic view of the city.

Looking for a special gift for someone special? How about
pearls? Street markets and plush boutiques and jewellery shops
across the city brim with a variety of choices - from rice to
whole pearls, from brilliant white to subtle hues of pink, peach,
yellow or gray - and at prices that are hard to beat. It is not for
nothing that Hyderabad is often referred to as Pearl City for

Indulge the Taste Buds
Hyderabadi cuisine is the stuff that legends are made of. The
rich aroma of biryani cooking over wood fires is enough to make
one forget there is more to the city than just good food. Restaurants
like Hotel Sharda and Madina Restaurant in the old city near the
Charminar, where pots simmer slowly over the last hour on dum,
are hard to resist. Biryani with mirchi ka salan and raita on the
side; dum ka chicken and Hyderabadi naan and rotis… Indulge
the taste buds. This is how the locals dine.
Chefs in restaurants attached to five star hotels conjure up
local cuisine in display kitchens and make it a fine dining
experience that evokes the elegance of royal banquets.
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The streets of Laad Bazaar brim with colourful, traditional
bangles studded with imitation stones
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The Qutub Shahi tombs in the precincts of the Mecca Masjid

around 60 per cent of all pearls in India are processed here.
The gems, however, come in their raw form from fresh water
cultured oyster farms in China before they are transformed boiled, washed, polished, drilled and strung - into jewellery.
From the show windows of more than 100 outlets around
the city, many clustered around the Charminar, displays of
necklaces of many strands, bracelets, earrings, studs and a
variety of pearl jewellery wink at you. Drop in and check out
the prices which range from `20 upwards per gram depending
on factors such as their size, shape, lustre, smoothness and
colour. Finally, three words of advice, especially if you visit
smaller jewellery outlets: bargain, bargain, bargain.

Gustasp and Jeroo Irani are travel companions for whom
life is a never-ending journey. Over the last 25 years they
have travelled extensively across India and the globe,
taking the rough with the smooth; sampling different
cultures and cuisines. In the process they have trekked in
the Australian Outback, slurped snake soup in Hong Kong,
have danced with the
Samburus in Africa,
stayed with a local
family in a Malay
village, cracked the Da
Vinci Code in Paris… For
them, writing and
photography are more
than just freezing
moments
of
that
journey; it’s a passion.
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New OIOP Clubs in Mumbai
Shree Chandulal Nanavati Vidya Mandir, Vile Parle (W)

Mrs. Sucharita R. Hegde, Trustee and
Managing Editor, presenting the OIOP Club
membership certificate to Principal Mrs.
Radhika Srinivasan and the Director Mrs.
Madhuri Munim

Mrs. Hegde addressing the students

Students present a cultural programme on
the occasion

St. Xavier’s High School, Vile Parle (W)

Mrs.Hegde presenting the OIOP club
membership certificate to the Principal Mrs.
Vera Fernandes

Students perform a Koli dance on the occasion

Principal, Mrs. Hegde and students watch
the performance

Kanya Vidya Mandir Street Mandal, Santacruz (West)

Mrs. Sucharita R. Hegde OIOP presenting
the OIOP club membership certificate to
Principal Mrs. Dharti A Sampat

Anuradha Dhareshwar, Editor, OIOP, Mrs.
Hegde and Ms Aruna Gandhi look on as
Mrs. Sampat speaks to the students

A view of the students

OIOP Club Activities in Mumbai
First Aid Workshop by Dr. Annapurna Agarwal, Naturopath and Acupuncturist

Shri Jamnadas Adukia English School (Hindi
Medium) Kandivali

Shri Jamnadas Adukia English School (Junior Shri Jamnadas Adukia English School
College) Kandivali
(English Medium) Kandivali

Value Education Workshop by Ms. Suruchi Pawar and Ms. Rupal Shah

Matunga Lions Pioneer English School
Matunga

Infant Jesus High School Anand Nagar, St.Mary’s High School, Charkop,
Kandivali
Dahisar

Sanskar Vidyalaya Charkop, Kandivali

Pragnya Bodhini High School, Goregaon

Shri R J Makhecha High School, Kandivali

Little Angels English High School
Santacruz

J B Khot High School No 2, Borivali

Gopalji Hemraj High School, Borivali

FACE TO F
ACE
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“I aspire to be a perfect
percussionist
percussionist”
Ujwala Ajit Gokarn of Nagpur
is perhaps the only female
percussionist in Maharashtra. And
the surprising part is that she has
had no training in the art, and there
are no members in her family or
circle of friends who are
percussionists.
(A percussionist is a person who plays
instruments which are struck, scraped or
rubbed by hand and are an essential part
of a team of vocal and instrumental music.)
Ujwala Gokarn performing at a music concert

Her musical instruments add
background scores to popular film songs like ‘Jaago Mohan pyare’ ‘Ik ladki bheegi bhagi si’
‘Mere samnewali khidki mein ik chand ka tukda rehta hai,’ and others. The background sounds
of rain, or wind, or the waves of the sea are brought about by Ujwala’s hand instruments.
Having lived in Nagpur for several years and having known Ujwala quite well, I have seen her
as a judge for cooking competitions, participating in many contests, singing and attending
varied programmes.
When I visited her recently she took me on a guided tour of her instruments. Her repertoire
included various interesting items. She played a couple of them, and it was sheer magic to hear
rain falling, or a door in the background closing or even the howl of the wind and I was frankly
stunned. To discover such sounds from unusual items was astounding.
Ujwala has been interviewed several times by the press, but remains a modest mother and
grandmother. In a tete-a-tete, Ujwala tells Veena Adige of her journey from a simple housewife
to being the only female percussion artiste in Maharashtra.
How did you become a percussion
artiste?
Honestly, I feel it is a God-given talent,
as it came naturally to me. Till I was
almost 45 years of age, I had no idea
about these instruments and their
sounds. After my children got married
and settled down, I had time on my
hands. When a teacher friend enlisted
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my help in preparing children for their
school annual day, I realised that I could
add to the music with a musical
instrument. And that is how everything
started around eight years back.
I call myself a “self-guided”, siderythmist (percussionist) (Sahatalawadika
in Marathi) by profession and I play
various types of side rhythm instruments

2014

for big and small music concerts,
orchestra’s, Geet Ramayan, gazals,
bhajans etc.
Which instruments do you play to
create music?
I use different types of ghungroos,
shakers, scrapers, khanjirs, and cymbals
that can enhance the background music
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of a song and add melody. At musical
shows, where I have perform, I have
added background scores to popular film
songs like ‘Jaago Mohan pyare’ ‘Ik ladki
bheegi bhagisi’, ‘Mere samnewale
khidki mein ek chand ka tukda rehta
hai,’ and few others.
Where do you buy these interesting
instruments?
I picked up most of them from local shops
selling musical instruments. Sometimes
you are lucky and just chance upon some
unusual stuff. There are several, some of
which have no names. I buy whatever
fancies me, take it home and experiment.
When the sounds come, I decide where
to use it. I even picked up a couple of
instruments, when I visited my son in
Australia.
Which has been the most memorable
programme so far?
A: All the programmes I do are
memorable for me, the programme may
be small or big, but I enjoy each one of
them. Till today, however, my most
memorable show has been India’s Got
Talent 3 in 2011 on TV Channel Colors,
where I performed before one of the
greatest musicians of our time Pandit
Hridaynath Mangeshkar. I recently had
a live show with Amit and Sumit Kumar,
sons of the legendary singer Kishore
Kumar. It is a great feeling to share stage
with such celebrities and to be the only
female percussionist amongst all the
male musicians.
Which is the programme you really
enjoyed the most?
To name any one is very difficult, but I
have participated in many that have been
organized to pay tributes to great artistes
— Tributes to Mohammad Rafi, Kishore
Kumar, Dev Anand, Naushad, Asha
Bhosle, Lata Mangeshkar, Geeta Dutt,
R.D.Burman, A.R.Rahman, Gulzar etc.
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Some programmes were purely
instrumental; Saaj Parwaj was a
programme in which songs were based
only on instruments, where I could
showcase my talent.
Does your family support your hobby?
My husband Ajit, who is chartered
accountant is my backbone, without
whom I could never have thought of
achieving my dreams. My mother
Shreelekha Kaikini, my children and
grandchildren are my inspiration. They
always feel very happy for me. My
daughter-in-law Juee used to encourage
me to take part in reality shows, but I
felt it was next to impossible to perform
alone. When I got an opportunity, I did,
and now I am quite comfortable
performing solo.
How does it feel to be successful and
sought after?
It feels great to be successful today as I
was earlier just a housewife, a mother
and a grandma. Now I feel I am
something more than that and feel proud
of the fact that I could do something
unusual. I feel happy when the accolades
come.
Do you perform outside Nagpur and
Vidarbha?
Yes, I have performed in Gondia with
Anuradha Paudwal, at Yavatmal,
Amravati with Swapnil Bandodkar, Geet
Ramayan at Sholapur, ETV bhajan
spardha at Pandharpur, at Akkalkot and
Bilaspur with Swarali group, at Pune with
Sur Sangam and Bharat Ranga Kala
Sanstha. I wish to perform in big cities
with celebrity artists like Asha Bhosle,
Shankar Mahadevan, A.R.Rahman and
others. I hope that someday this dream
will come true.
What are your future plans?
I aspire to be a perfect percussionist. Ajit

A note about percussion
Percussion is commonly referred to
as “the backbone” or “the
heartbeat” of a musical ensemble,
often working A in close
collaboration
with
bass
instruments. In almost every style
of music, percussion plays a
pivotal role. In military marching
bands and pipes and drums, it is
the beat of the bass drum that
keeps the soldiers in step and at
a regular speed, and it is the snare
that provides that crisp, decisive
air to the tune of a regiment. In
classic jazz, one almost
immediately thinks of the distinctive
rhythm of the hi-hats or the ride
cymbal when the word “swing” is
spoken. In more recent popular
music culture, it is almost
impossible to name three or four
rock, hip-hop, rap, funk or even
soul charts or songs that do not
have some sort of percussive beat
keeping the tune in time.
and I are pursuing our tabla classes and
I am also learning congo, bongo and
tumba.
Do you teach students to play these
instruments?
No! I am still a student. It needs a lot of
concentration, knowledge of rhythm and
practice to master this art. One needs
to perfect the art before teaching others.
Even if one beat goes wrong, the sound
can be jarring to the ears and will be
easily noticed, as it is these instruments
that enhance music.
Do you have any other hobbies besides
music?
I am interested in computers and I have
also done proof checking jobs. I have
done multimedia designing courses and
love to design E-greeting cards and send
it to my friends.
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What is in store for women in
the 2014-15 Union Budget?
The 2014 -15 union budget offers up old and new schemes but fails to address macroeconomic and social causes of exploitation and subordination of women, writes
Dr.Vibhuti Patel.

T

he Union Budget 2014-15 will
largely benefit neo-middle class,
and offer comfort to middle and
upper class women as consumers.
Poor women will be crushed due to
macro-economic policies that will fuel
inflation, land alienation and user fees
for education and health facilities. This
time even women’s groups have not
raised their voice against gender noninclusive aspects of the Union Budget.
After the terms Gender Budgeting
and Gender Mainstreaming were
officially introduced in 2004 by the UPA
government, many state governments like
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh,
Karnataka, Orissa, Kerala, Assam, Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Tripura, Nagaland, Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand have adopted
gender budgeting. Gender Budget Cells
were designed to serve as focal points for
coordinating gender budgeting initiatives
within their ministries and across
departments. As many as 56 ministries/
departments have confirmed setting up
of a cell/nominating a nodal person. This
could materialise because the previous
government’s Ministry of Women and
Child Development, in collaboration with
UN Women, had developed a Manual
and Handbook for Gender Budgeting
for Gender Budget Cells. The current
Union Budget of 2014-15 has seen the
Gender Budget Cells play a major role in
budgetary allocations.

perspective. It helps governments to
decide how policies need to be made,
adjusted and reprioritised. It is a tool for
effective policy implementation where
one can check if gender commitments are
translated into financial commitments.
The gender budget initiative is a
policy framework, methodology and set of
tools to assist governments to integrate a
gender perspective into the budget as the
main national plan of public expenditure.
It also aims to facilitate attention to gender
analysis in review of macroeconomic
performance,
ministerial
budget
preparations, parliamentary debate and
mainstream media coverage. Budget
impacts women’s lives in several ways. It
directly promotes women’s development
through allocation of budgetary funds
for women’s programmes or reduces
opportunities for empowerment of women
through budgetary cuts.
The Union Budget 2014-15 has
retained all schemes for empowerment
of women and girls of the last decade
under Women & Child Development with
`18691 crores allocated for Integrated
Child Development Services (ICDS),
`715 crores for National Mission for
Empowerment of Women (NMEW)
and `400 crores for Integrated Child
Protection Scheme. A new scheme– ‘Beti
bachao Beti padhao’ was also launched
with an allotment of `100 crore.
The schemes can be classified into
four categories:

What is gender budgeting?
Gender budgeting does not relate to a
separate budget for women but involves
comparative analysis and construction
of general budgets from a gender
One India One People
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Protective services
These include allocations for
women’s homes and care institutions,
rehabilitation schemes for victims of

atrocities, pension for widows and
destitute women etc., which are
aimed at mitigating the consequences
of women’s social and economic
subordination, rather than addressing
the root causes of this subordination.
The schemes under this category
are: Sabla, Swadhar-scheme for
women in difficult circumstances,
Ujjawala Comprehensive Scheme for
Prevention of Trafficking and Rescue,
Rehabilitation and Re-Integration of
Victims of Trafficking for Commercial
Sexual Exploitation, Scheme of Short
Stay Homes for Women and Girls and
Scheme for welfare of working children
in need of care and protection.

Social services
These include schemes for education
and health of women, support services
like crèche and hostels and also water
supply sanitation and schemes on fuel
and fodder, which contribute significantly
to women’s empowerment, either directly
by building their capacities and ensuring
their material well-being, or indirectly
through reducing domestic drudgery.
Schemes in this catergory are: the
Integrated Child Protection Scheme
(ICPS), Indira Gandhi Matritva Sahyog
Yojana (IGMSY), General Grant-inaid (GIA) Scheme for Assistance to
Voluntary Organisations in the field
of Women and Child Development,
General Grant-in-Aid Scheme in the
field of Women and Child Development,
Family Counseling Centre Scheme,
Rajiv Gandhi National Creche Scheme
For the Children of Working Mothers,
Nutrition Education and Training though
39

Community Food & Nutrition Extension
Units(CFNEUS), Kishori Shakti Yojana
(KSY) and
Nutrition Programme for
Adolescent Girls (NPAG).
The New Small Savings scheme a
special small savings instrument has been
proposed to cater to the requirements of
education and marriage of the girl child.
This would be in line with schemes like
Kisan Vikas Patra or National Saving
Certificate. The union budget promises
drinking water and sanitation. It says
the government would strive to provide
toilets and drinking water in all the girls’
school in first phase.
The budget also promises to
include a separate chapter on gender
mainstreaming in the school curriculum.
Gender Mainstreaming is the process of
assessing the implications for women
and men of any planned action, including
legislation, policies or programmes, in
all areas and at all levels. The ultimate
goal is to achieve gender equality.

Economic services
These includes schemes for training
and skill development, and provision
for credit, infrastructure, marketing
etc., which are critical to women’s
economic independence and autonomy.
The budget has promised Easy Loan
terms where the government will offer
concessional loans to women in rural
India at 4% in some districts, and 7% in
other for women self help groups under
a scheme called Ajeevika.

safety of women in large cities. Budgetary
provision is also made from Nirbhaya
Fund for “Crisis Management Centres”
in all the districts of NCT of Delhi in
government and private hospitals.
After the brutal gang rape of a young
physiotherapist in Delhi in December,
2012 followed by nationwide outcry,
safety of women gained prime importance
in the public discourse. As a result,
the previous government was forced
to announce Nirbhaya Fund of `1000
crores in The Union Budget 2013-14.
However the track record of outcome
is abysmally poor. Official admission of
500% rise in reporting of rape cases
has also not galvanised the governance
structure to ensure speedy justice to the
victims of sexual violence.
The Nirbhaya Fund is not used
for preventive measures such as
construction of night shelters for women,
Information Desks for women at railway/
bus stations and help-lines connected
nation-wide, one-stop crisis centers in
the public hospitals and half way homes
for elderly women along with pension
(`1000 from Central and `1000 from
state government per single woman),
safe public toilets for women, safe public
transport, safety on roads, bus stations
and railway platforms and trains.
Nor does it address public education
campaigns about new laws such as
Amendments in the Indian Evidence
Act, Prevention of Sexual Harassment at
Workplace Act, 2013 and Protection of
Children from Sexual Offence Act, 2012.

Regulatory services
These
include
institutional
mechanisms for women’s empowerment,
such as State Commissions for Women,
Women’s Cells in police stations,
awareness generation programme etc.,
which provide institutional spaces and
opportunities for women’s empowerment.
An outlay of `50 crores has been
allocated in the current budget for pilot
testing a scheme on “Safety for Women
on Public Road, Transport”. The Union
Budget 2014-15 also allocates a sum of
`150 crores on a scheme to increase the
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Science & Technology
A budgetary allocation of `53 crores
under ‘Disha Programme for Women
in Science’ has been made to increase
the representation of women and girls in
Science and Technology fields through
conferences,
training
programmes,
networking platforms, etc and to enhance
its activities with regard to education,
training and empowerment of women.
Women entrepreneurs however
had expected an offer of soft loans and
subsidies with financial institutions

providing
more
working
capital
assistance. They felt that the budget
should look at policies that will make
micro credit system and enterprise credit
system available to women entrepreneurs
at all levels and help organise training
programmes to develop professional
competencies in technical, managerial,
leadership,
marketing,
financial,
production process and other skills.

Tax relief
The 2014-15 budget does not give
any specific relief to women tax payers.
Middle class will be happy with increase
in personal income tax limit from `2 lakhs
to 2.5 lakhs. For senior citizens Income
tax exemption limit for senior citizen
has now been raised from `2.5 lakhs to
Rs 3 lakh. The investment limit under
Section 80C has also been hiked to `1.5
lakh from the current `1 lakh, while the
FM increased housing loan interest rate
deduction limit to `2 lakh and the PPF
(Public Provident Fund) deposit ceiling is
raised to `1.5 lakh per annum.

Public toilets for women and
children
Massive allocation from budget on
sanitation must be earmarked for toilets
in public places for women and girls in
Indian cities as they travel long distance
for work and education. Working women
need functioning toilets at railway stations
and bus depots. And homemakers too
have to attend social functions, visit
market places, take children to gardens
and hospitals. These public places must
be provided with toilets.
The Union Budget needs clear
gender commitment for the toiling
women, who are poor. Only then will
financial commitments bring gender
responsive
outcomes.n
The writer is the
Professor
and
Head, Department
of
Economics,
SNDT
Women’s
University,
Churchgate.
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In Search of Binodini….
A story of positive displacement
Kolkata recently paid tribute to the great actresses of the Kolkata stage who rose from
their ashes of their inglorious past to carve a niche for themselves in Bengali theatre.
Shoma A. Chatterji reports on the contribution of these ostracised women to the
evolution of Bengali theatre and their story of positive displacement.

“D

isplacement” is not
necessarily a word that has
negative connotations of
tragedy, poverty, unemployment, etc.
In 19th century Bengal, when women
began to play female roles on the public
proscenium, they were all drawn from
the red light areas of the city such as
Sonagachi. Many among them rose,
like Phoenix, from the ashes of their
inglorious past to carve their names in
the history of Bengali theatre. The red
light area formed the resource base
because performing in public space was
taboo for women of bhadralok (civilised
and respectable) society.
This created a displacement of girls
and women like Binodini Dasi, who
is today, considered to be a legend
in Bengali theatre. But she was not
the only one. Before her, there were
other actresses like Nori Sundari Dasi,
Rajkumari, Lakshmi, Narayani, Kusum
Kumari, Sukumari Dutta, Kshetramoni
and after her, there is a long list of
actresses like Tarasundari, Angoorbala,
Indubala, Teencowrie Sushilabala,
Kanakbala (Chhaya Debi) who became
a noted character actress in Bengali
and Hindi films later on, Kanan Devi,
the most famous among them all.
The practice continued even when
the form and content of proscenium
performances changed and mainstream
women entered spaces of public
performance with actresses Ketaki
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From the oppressed,
marginalised and
ghettoised position of
sex workers living in the
red light neighbourhood
of Kolkata, these
venerable women
became stars of the
Bengali stage.
Dutta and Keya Chakraborty, a theatre
actress and English professor who died
tragically in a drowning accident during
the shooting of a film. They too came
from the ostracised pockets of the city
of Calcutta. They became outstanding
performers and singers of different
styles of music and occasionally, played
multiple roles in the same play.
Their contribution to the evolution
of Bengali theatre beginning after mid19th century to well into the 20th century
is a story of positive displacement.
Their performances drew good crowds
and wonderful press reviews. But they
remained socially ostracised because of
their roots which spilled over into their
new professions also. But the best thing
about them is that not one of them was
ashamed of her roots. Some were quite
vocal about the pride they felt about the
roots they came from and prouder when
they had a different kind of clientele
in the shape of their fans, audience

members and ‘Babus’ who ‘kept’ them
as mistresses. Time, change and history
have wiped out the social ostracism and
have bestowed their contribution with
the honour and the prestige they deserve.

Resurrection of a past era
‘In Search of Binodini’ was a
resurrection of this past era, flush
with women in theatre who belonged
to the oldest profession in the world.
‘Binodini’r Khonje – The Songstress’
was presented as a well-orchestrated
and beautifully conceived entertainment
programme initiated and presented by
noted music historian and singer Riddhi
Bandopadhyay. “Our aim was to bring
alive a bygone era veiled in mystery
and debauchery. The Songstress is a
harmonious and aesthetic blend of song,
dance, recitation and commentary,”
said Riddhi, adding, “The songs will
be sung by me and Mita Mandal, a girl
rescued from the red light areas and
trained in music by Sonagachi Komol
Gandhar, the cultural wing of Durbar
Mahila Samanway Committee, one of
the biggest organisations of sex workers
in the East. Durbar is a collective of
65,000 sex workers. It was founded in
1992 in Sonagachi, the largest red-light
neighbourhood in Kolkata where an
estimated 11,000 sex workers practice
their trade.”
The recitation and the commentary
were presented by noted recitation artists
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Bijoylakshmi Burman and Anindita Kaji
along with Sarashi Chakraborty. But the
USP were the group dance performances
presented by 15 girls and boys of Komol
Gandhar who are practically born into
the sex trade and are trying to gain a
life of respect and dignity. This was a
unique example of a young generation
of ostracised young men and women
paying a live, cultural tribute to women
who rose in the same trade ages ago.
“It is both inspirational as well as a
celebration of their predecessors who
rose from the dredges of their lives to
bring respect to theatre as an art form.
The dances were embellished
with beautiful, aesthetically designed
costumes and good choreography and
good execution. Bijoylakshmi Burman
and her peers in commentary went
back to days of revolution in Bengal –
widow remarriage, the Blue revolt, the
abolition of Sati and also quoted from
Kaliprasanna Singha’s famous Hutum
Panchaar Naksha satirically, going to
trace the various styles of music the
actresses were skilled in – dhop, toppa,
kheud, khemta and many more and later
also trained in modern Bengali music
of renowned poets such as Michael
Madhusudan Dutta and so on.

A tribute to the great actresses of
the Kolkata stage
Their personal tragedies remained
the same because they continued to
be sexually exploited by men within
the theatre groups from financiers
to directors to theatre owners. They
tolerated it because by then, they were
so dedicated to theatre that they were
prepared to pay any price for the theatre
performances to continue. The treatment
of mainstream society towards them
as social outcasts did not change. In
retrospect however, we have realised
the true essence of these women. Says
Riddhi: “These children from Sonagachi
born into the trade face the same
stigma their mothers and grandmothers
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encountered in their
lifetime as they too belong
to the red light areas of
the city. This is a humble
attempt to bring these
girls and boys within the
cultural mainstream of
Bengal. It is also a tribute
to the great actresses of
the Kolkata stage whose
roots were in the red light
areas but rose from the
ashes of their humiliation
and oppression to gain
recognition and fame
for their acting and in
music.”
The presentation
was like a journey
moving between and
among songs, commentary and dance
performances. The commentary was
flush with the history of these great
stalwarts and their contribution to
Bengali theatre. Anindita Kaji recited
her grandfather Nazrul’s famous
poem dedicated to sex workers called
Barangana (prostitute) investing it with
the emotional nuance it demanded.
Critical comments such as Binodini’s
struggle to resurrect star theatre
through the good offices of her Babu
but forgotten to being renamed as “B”
theatre or, the intriguing questions
around Keya Chakraborty’s untimely
death by drowning were interwoven into
the programme.

Who is Binodini?
Binodini Dasi (1863-1941) became
a phenomenal star of the Bengali
stage during the era of the famous
Girish Ghosh. But like many of her
peers in theatre, she was forced to
depend on patrons and protectors as
her benefactors. Even her mentor and
guru Girish Ghosh persuaded her to
become the mistress of a rich Marwari
businessman, Gurmukh Rai when the
theatre fell into bad days and the owner

Binodini Dasi

wanted to pull down the shutters. As
a way of expressing her gratitude to
her guru on the one hand and to save
the theatre on the other, she agreed.
The businessman kept his promise
of building a theatre house for the
company. His only condition was that
the theatre house should be called
B-Theatre. But his wish was sacrificed in
favour of the name Star Theatre because
a theatre named after a fallen woman
would draw neither audience nor prestige.
Ironically, this theatre was bulldozed
many years later for widening Beadon
Street, where it stood. The Star Theatre
that exists today is a different one.
She became more famous than
the others because she charted a
great stage history by packing in
around 90 characters across 80 plays
within the short span of 12 years. In
Meghnad Badh, authored by Michael
Madhusudan Dutta, she played six
roles. Her performance in the title
role in Chaitanya Leela became so
spiritually rich that intellectuals like
Bankim
Chandra
Chattopadhyay,
Edwin Arnold, author of Light of Asia,
theosophist Col. Olcott appreciated it
One India One People
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INODINI RACHANA SANGRAHA, a book edited by Debjit Bandopadhyay,
one of the most outstanding theatre researchers in the country and specialising
in Bengali theatre music, edited this collection of writings by Binodini. He founded
Academy Theatre in Kolkata which is one of the greatest theatre libraries of books,
documents, letters, records, DVDs, CDs, old gramophone records, song booklets,
and the works. Binodini Rachana Samagra was released in Kolkata a week before
In Search of Binodini was presented. The book is complimented with an audio
CD of around 20 songs titled Binodini Gatha which were sung by Binodini for her
various stage performances. Academy Theatre managed to record the songs in
the voices of Hemanta Mukherjee, Ramkumar Chattopadhyay, Lopamudra Mitra
and many others. Published by Patrabharati, this 300 page book in Bengali is a
veritable treasure house of the history of Bengali theatre during Binodini’s time
and after also and is a collector’s item for music lovers, theatre-astes, theatre
practitioners, academic researchers and so on. Besides the entire texts of the two
books Binodini authored, the prologue if filled with reproductions of advertisement
posters, photographs and sketches of Binodini in her varied costumes for different
plays, and even an advertisement and beautiful photograph of Suchitra Sen of
a film on Binodini with Sen playing the title role that was never made. News
reports, reviews of plays Binodini acted in, reports, anecdotes make for a multilayered book that offers much more than the life of Binodini. But what takes one’s
breath away is the fluent language and style of Binodini herself. And she never
stepped within the four walls of a formal school. It is not for nothing that Debojit
Bandopadhyay has chosen to label her as a ‘legend.’ l

and Ramkrishna Paramhamsa blessed
her after a show he attended.
But the greatest reason that her
name is now associated with academic
research, books, films and biographical
plays on her life is that she taught herself
to read and write Bengali and has left
behind a treasury of memories of her
theatre days in two autobiographies,
Amar Katha (My Story) and the
unfinished Amar Abhinetri Jeebon
(My Life as an Actress). These works
have been translated into English and
provide a rich framework of reference
on Bengali theatre and on Binodini’s
life. She also taught herself English later
and read books on make-up in English
to get her make-up right. She also wrote
two books of poems. “From her own
writing, one gets the picture of a highly
sensitive, determined and emotional
woman,” writes theatre critic Kironmoy
Raha (Bengali Theatre, National Book
Trust, 1978.) Binodini has recorded in
her works how she often fainted while
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performing, so great was the emotional
strain of depicting sustained ecstasy.
While Binodini, considered to be
god-gifted in music, learnt the rudiments
of classical music under Gangabai who
came to live in her neighbourhood,
Tarasundari and Angoorbala trained
themselves in Nazrul Geeti performing
rigorous riyaaz every day at the break
of dawn. Tincowrie Dasi was illiterate.
But when she essayed the role of Lady
Macbeth in Girish Ghosh’s production
of Macbeth, her performance was
outstanding. Though the play was
a commercial flop, Tincowrie had
arrived on the Calcutta stage. She
kept changing from one theatre group
to another but proved her worth as
an actor in demanding roles of Jana,
Hamida and Lachmania. Tara Sundari,
younger than Tincowrie, appeared
as a child in Chaitanya Leela. She
became a much-in-demand actress and
continued to work for 30 long years.
She achieved the top place by her hard

work, determination and willingness to
learn. Her name became synonymous
with Rezia and nationalist leader Bipin
Chandra Pal said, “he had not seen Tara
Sundari’s equal as an actress in the
theatres of Europe and America,” wrote
theatre scholar Aparesh Mukherjee.
The journey from Kanan Bala
(1916 – 1992) to Kanan Devi was not
just in the change of name but was a
real symbol of Kanan Devi’s rise from
the infamous bylanes and ghettoes of
Kolkata to recognition and respectability
both as star-actress-singer as well as a
respectable citizen of the city. The only
star and actress who reigned supreme in
Bengali cinema before Suchitra Sen was
Kanan Bala who later became Kanan
Devi. Kanan Devi created her own
banner Shreemati Pictures in 1949 and
produced around a dozen films between
1949 and 1965.
From the oppressed, marginalised
and ghettoised position of sex workers
living in the red light neighbourhood
of Kolkata, these venerable women
became stars of the Bengali stage.
Though this did not change the social
status quo of their personal lives, this
definitely found them a place in the
annals of cultural evolution in theatre
in Bengal. This is a unique example of
positive displacement if not in terms of
social acceptance in their time, then
in terms of historical recognition and
cultural acknowledgement for infinity. n
The writer is a freelance journalist, film
scholar and author. She has authored
17 published titles and won the National
Award for Best Writing on Cinema twice.
She won the UNFPA-Laadli Media Award,
2010 for ‘commitment to addressing and
analysing gender issues’ among many
awards. She is
currently Senior
Research Fellow,
ICSSR,
Delhi
researching
the politics of
presentation
of
working women
in
post-colonial
Bengali
cinema
1950 to 2003.
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issues

Is your little girl safe in school?
Sexual abuse may not be 100 per cent preventable but creating a culture and system
of safety can make a real difference to the little ones, writes Hema Vijay.

T

he rape of a six-year-old girl at an
upscale school in Bengaluru has
refocused everyone’s attention on
the issue of child sexual abuse in the
country. Ever since this chilling news
has hit the headlines, parents across
India have been forced to face the reality
that their child too could be at risk.
Despite the fact that the National
Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data has
shown a rise of 45 per cent in cases of
alleged child rape – 12,363 cases were
reported in 2013 as compared to 8,541
in 2012 – many families either remain
ignorant or are resigned to the threats
their children are exposed to, especially
in school. “It is indeed incredible to see
that no one really raises their voice when
a school blatantly issues letters stating
it is not responsible for the safety of
children studying there. This is illegal,”
states Chennai-based legal expert T.K.
Ramkumar. He further adds, “The law
dictates that children under the age of
consent have to be protected by the
institution they are enrolled into.”
However, as things stand presently
most schools have neither put in place
any concrete systems to guarantee
safety within their premises nor have
they created a culture that builds
awareness among children. Despite
this, the good news is that it is not a
scenario that cannot change.

Parents, teachers clueless of
POSCO Act
For starters, what is required is the
strict execution of the law. Fact is that
though the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012,
covers all forms of child sexual abuse
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Protesting
against
child
sexual
abuse: The rape of a six-year-old girl
in a Bengaluru school brought many
concerned citizens out on the streets in
protest.

and establishes important guidelines
for the police and courts to deal with
victims sensitively, its implementation
is ineffective as neither the authorities
nor parents are really in the know of
its various provisions. In 2013, Central
Board of School Education (CBSE) had
issued a circular directing schools to
publicise the POCSO Act among teachers
and parents. Many remain clueless till
date. Apart from this, schools have
been mandated to prominently display
the child helpline number, 1098, on

campus but to no avail.
State-run institutions need to
improve as well. In Tamil Nadu, for
instance, the Department of School
Education has issued a handbook
clearly laying down the protocol of
action in case there is a complaint of
sexual assault. Again, while this has
been distributed among government
school staffers, private schools haven’t
followed suit.
“Educational institutions have to
create and seriously enforce proper rules
of conduct for teachers, non-teaching
staff and even older children stating
what is acceptable and unacceptable
behaviour,”
asserts
Dr
Shaibya
Saldanha of Enfold Trust, a Bengalurubased organisation that works on
imparting life skills and sexuality
education to children. She adds, “In
the horrific case in Bengaluru, reports
have revealed that the victim had been
put in isolation in a separate room as
punishment, which gave the molester
an opportunity to violate her. Had the
teachers been aware that keeping a
child in isolation as punishment is
illegal they would not have done it and
maybe the girl would have been saved
of the trauma she has lived through.”
Dr Saldanha is not wrong. As per the
Juvenile Justice Act (Section 23) as
well as the Indian Penal Code (Section
319) solitary confinement of children is
illegal.

Schools have created a halo of
inaccessibility
What this necessarily points to
is the total lack of awareness when it
comes to the issue of child protection.
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Indeed, this gap in information can be
tackled through suitable orientation.
“If teachers need to be kept abreast
then relevant details must be made
available to parents through Parent
Teacher Associations (PTA) meetings
and regular workshops. Right now when
parents complain and the school doesn’t
respond they don’t know who to call or
what to do,” reveals Vidya Reddy of
Tulir Centre for Prevention and Healing
of Sexual Abuse in Chennai.
Reddy goes on to specify the contents
of such a workshop, “Topics such as
appropriate behaviour in classroom, on
the playground and during excursions;
boundaries of communication with
children; and use of technology must
be covered. In addition, there should
be a discussion on reporting abuse –
how to file a complaint, the method
of conducting an investigation and
involving the police. If parents know
all this then they can question the
authorities and ensure that protocols are
adhered to.” Unfortunately, at present,
Reddy feels that “schools have created
a halo of inaccessibility around them so
that no one demands action”.
Besides knowledge dissemination,
schools have to step up on two
other counts – bettering the physical
infrastructure and conducting proper
background check while appointing staff
members. Opines Dr Lois J. Engelbrecht,
Founder, Center for the Prevention and
Treatment of Child Sexual Abuse, that
works with children and young people
in India, the Philippines, Malaysia,
China, Saudi Arabia and Vietnam,
“Schools ought to screen all prospective
employees not only on the basis of their
academic record but also keeping in
mind child safety.”
In the Bengaluru case, inquiry has
revealed that the teacher who was
first suspected to be the perpetrator
and subsequently let off had kept child
pornography material on his laptop,
and had been fired from the school he
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had worked in earlier for inappropriate
behaviour with students. Prior to hiring
him, VIBGYOR school authorities
had not bothered to find out why this
staffer had left his earlier job; nor had
his former employers thought it is
necessary to register a formal complaint
against him.

Though the Protection
of Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act,
2012, covers all forms of
child sexual abuse and
establishes important
guidelines for the police
and courts to deal with
victims sensitively,
its implementation is
ineffective as neither
the authorities nor
parents are really in
the know of its various
provisions.
Reddy suggests that schools could
develop a questionnaire for screening
employees with pointed questions such
as how many times have you changed
jobs and why, what would you do
if a child attempts to get close to
you, how will you react if you see
misbehaviour, and so on. “Although a
questionnaire may not be a foolproof
process of weeding out the problemmakers, the answers will definitely
give an idea about the employee’s
attitude,” she says.

Basics of safety should be taught
to children
Coming to infrastructure, institutions
need to ensure that classrooms and other
spaces on campus are open to everyone
so that children cannot be cornered.
While the presence of CCTVs can make
a difference in this regard, technology
cannot necessarily ensure absolute

security. “There are many loopholes in
this. I can recall one incident where the
offender switched off the CCTV before
committing the assault. Moreover, not
many schools can employ the manpower
essential to constantly monitor the
feed. And besides, there are areas like
bathrooms, alleys, and playgrounds that
are off-bounds for CCTV monitoring,”
remarks Dr Saldanha. Government
schools, on the other hand, have a
lot of ground to cover where even the
basics are concerned. Most simply they
don’t have any concept of security as
outsiders walk in and out at will and the
non-existent or non-functioning toilets
only add to the vulnerability of girls.
Of course, ultimately children have
to be taught the basics of personal
safety so that they can recognise abuse
and fearlessly report it. Here, both
teachers and parents have a role to play.
Although few schools run programmes
on personal safety for students, it can
be of great value. Observes Nancy
Thomas of Tulir Centre, “Many a time,
authorities are worried that by holding
such campaigns or workshops parents
might think that something bad keeps
happening at school. Others are in a
denial mode that sexual offences can
happen in their schools.” Parents
similarly fall short. “What dissuades
them from talking about sexual
assault is not knowing how to render
age-appropriate communication to
the child,” analyses Thomas. This is
where organisations like Tulir Centre
and Enfold Trust come in handy as
these child protection agencies offer to
conduct personal safety workshops at
schools and their websites also provide
some guidance on how parents can
give safety education.
Sexual abuse may not be 100 per
cent preventable but creating a culture
and system of safety can make a real
difference to the little ones. n
(© Women’s Feature Service)
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Back to school
Lt Gen Vijay Oberoi gets nostalgic as he walks down the portals of his school in Gaya and
reunites with his friend and schoolmate to recount the happy days spent in his alma mater.

O

n 4 April 2014, I completed the
longest journey of my life, when
I stepped into the portals of my
alma mater – The Nazareth Academy,
Gaya once again, having left it as a lad
of 12 years after studying in the school
for about two and a half years. I was now
over 72 years old, but the approximately
three years I had spent at the Nazareth
Academy came rushing back at me.
The school has of course changed,
as was bound to happen. After all, an
active and pulsating entity like a school
must change, especially when it has
been progressing by leaps and bounds.
But, I am moving far ahead and too
quickly in my excitement. Let me go
back to the beginning so that the reader
can not only grasp the pleasure and
exhilaration of my going back to school,
but also is able to place it in its correct
perspective.
My father was a banker, a job that
entailed frequent moves or transfers.
That is what brought me to the state of
Bihar and specifically to Gaya from the
place of my father`s earlier posting at
Hisar (now in Haryana, but at that time
still part of Punjab). A new place, a new
school and an entirely new culture! I only
realised much later that I was in a land,
which in many ways was the precursor
of the highest levels of education in our
country, for Bihar boasted of Nalanda,
Taxila and Pataliputra of yore.
The best school in Gaya was the
Nazareth Academy, even though at
that time it was re-starting after a long
break and there were major changes in
its faculty and administration. When
I joined the school in 1951, we were
only four students in Class IV, but the
numbers soon went up when more
people heard about the high standards
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of the school. My best
friend and classmate
was Azizur Rahman,
a local boy, as his
father, a doctor, was
settled at Gaya and
he had his practice
in Gaya city. Azizur
and I sat next to each
other in our class
and I soon found
that he was more
knowledgeable about
the school than most
of us, as he was already an old student
when I joined. It was Azizur who was
instrumental in contacting me after
decades and eventually he was the one
who joined me when we went back to
school. That is of course another story,
which I will recount some other day.

The teachers who kindled the
flame of learning
When we were at school, it had
only one building, but one that had
loads of character. The school has now
expanded a great deal and is really huge
when compared to the time we were
there. Our lone building had housed the
chapel – the most important part of the
structure; the class rooms of course and
other rooms with exotic names like the
Parlour and the Pavilion. The atmosphere
as I remember was quiet. In fact, the
word ‘hushed’ describes it better. This
important edifice was presided over by
Sister Charles Miriam of the order of
Sisters’ of Charity of Nazareth. We the
students respected her highly, but at the
same time we were also in awe of her
as she was a stickler for discipline and
she had a reservoir of knowledge, a lot
of which she transferred to us. However,

The school building

it was only later that I realised that not
only did she and the other teachers,
including Sister Patricia Mary imparted
knowledge to us but made us seekers
of knowledge. The good sisters also laid
a lot of emphasis on manners and the
nuances of good behaviour. For these I
will always remember and thank them,
as she and the other teachers at the
Nazareth Academy kindled the flame of
learning in me. Sister Charles Miriam is
now no more but her students like me
remember her with great affection and
we shall always feel grateful to her for
making us what we are – “Successful
Nazaretarians”!

Brief history of the school
At this stage, a bit of history of my
school is in order. Nazareth Academy
commenced functioning in 1951, but
it traces its history to February 1939,
when the school was initially set up as
Saint Michael’s School by the Sisters of
the Institute of the Blessed Virgin Mary
from Patna. In 1943, the school was
handed over to the Loreto Sisters from
Calcutta and was renamed as Loreto
Convent. They in turn handed over
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the school to the Sisters of Charity of
Nazareth and Nazareth Academy came
into being.
The site, with a campus of 3.4
acres, was originally a Masonic Lodge,
and later a private residence. There
were five classrooms when I joined
the school. Thereafter, the school kept
expanding to its present size; vastly
increased infrastructure; and a student
population of over 2000.
While I was in school, Sister Charles
Miriam was the Principal and Sisters
Ann Bernadette, Ann Roberta, and Ellen
Maria were our teachers. They not only
maintained the traditions set up by their
predecessors, but took them forward to
reach new heights.

Lt.Gen Oberoi interacting with students of the Nazareth Academy

My service in the army took me all over
the country and abroad, but none of my
postings was near Gaya, so there was
no occasion to visit the school.
The grand reunion with childhood
It was only when my childhood
friend and classmate
friend and classmate Azizur Rahman (a
I left the school in 1953 when my
doctor and specialist in ophthalmology)
father was transferred to Amritsar, where
managed to trace me in 2009 and got
I attended another good school, passed
in touch that the school reverted in
my Matric Examination and attended a
my focus. Even then it took me nearly
college for two years, as I was too young
five years to meet Azizur and visit the
to sit for the entrance examination for
school!
the National Defence Academy (NDA).
Accompanied by my wife, I flew to
As soon as I was eligible for the NDA, I
Patna for a grand reunion with Azizur,
sat for the entrance examination, passed
which was followed up with our visit to
all the tests and started my career in the
the school on 4 April 2014. We also coIndian Army. During my 44 years in
opted another erstwhile schoolmate –
uniform, there was little time to think
Matlub, who was a year junior and now
about the various schools that I had
resides at Gaya. We started our nostalgic
attended, but once in a while I did recall
visit to the school from the office of the
the few happy and productive years
Principal, Sister Sophia Jacob, in a new
spent at Gaya, including at my school.
building, as the building we knew had
since been demolished. Sister
Jacob received us graciously
and later accompanied us
going round the playgrounds
and classrooms. Sister Anne
Marie, who looks after the old
students too, joined us while
we visited various parts of the
school.
The Grotto of Mother
Mary was a major attraction
for us as it had existed during
Lt. Gen Oberoi presenting a Madhubani painting to
our
time at school. We were
the school
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also informed that it was being shifted
this year to a more prominent place, as
part of the work being undertaken for
the forthcoming Diamond Jubilee of the
school.
We interacted with the students
currently in school both on the play
grounds and in the classes. There was
a sense of déjà vu seeing them sitting
in classes in their colourful uniforms, as
we had sat in our classes decades back.
A large number of photographs were
taken and I presented a Madhubani
painting to the Principal, which she
graciously got affixed at a prominent
place in the present parlour immediately.
Thus ended a memorable visit to my
alma mater, one that will remind me of
the precious years I spent as a carefree
boy over six decades back. I do plan to
go back to the school whenever I get an
opportunity, for nostalgia beckons and
the young and bright students, as well as
the faculty have left a deep impression
on my mind. It is they who are after
all the future of our nation and maybe,
just maybe, some will decide to serve
the
country
by joining the
army, as I had
done decades
back!! n
The author is
a former Vice
Chief of Army
Staff.
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cultural kaleidoscope

Kathak -A blend of spirituality
and courtly atmosphere
Kathak began as a highly spiritual dance and turned into court presentation as Persian
influence came into the art following Muslim invasion. It took the form of solo art
where the touchstone of excellence was the virtuosity of the solo dancers, specially
their command over laykari of footwork, writes Dr. Kanak Rele.

K

athak, the classical dance style
from north India conjures up
visions of scintillating footwork
and lightning chakkars that is the
pirouettes. The word Kathak is derived
from the word Katha that is story. In
ancient times the wandering
bards used to go from village
to village and recite chiefly
the two epics Ramayana
and Mahabharata. In order
to make their art more
attractive they started
adding song and dance
into it. Sometimes during
the Muslim invasion, the
Persian influence came
into the art brought in by
the dancing girls who were
called tawaifs, and as
such a very spiritual dance
slowly started turning
into a court presentation.
Today what we see in
Kathak is a blend of these
two streams. It has got
the courtly atmosphere at
the same time it is highly
spiritual.
A practice which started
in the earlier centuries of
the Christian era and was a
simple form of expressional
dance evolved into a distinct style in
the l5th and 16th centuries with the
popularisation of the Radha-Krishna
legend and the emergence of madhura
48

bhakti - special manifestation of
Vaishnavism. This emergence of
madhura bhakti gave rise to an operatic
play called Rasa-Leela which developed
mainly in the Braj area associated with
Krishna’s early life.

This rasa-leela gradually developed
into a well established folk theatre
which had a harmonious blend of song,
storytelling, acting and dancing.

The patrons of Kathak
After Muslim invasion, the dance
resulted in two different streams - one
relying on the Hindu patronage in the
court of Jaipur and the other with the
backing of the Muslim courts of Delhi,
Agra and Lucknow. Yet
in both these streams,
Kathak came to be treated
as a solo art where the
touchstone of excellence
was the virtuosity of the
solo dancers, specially their
command over laykari of
footwork.
Specially in the Jaipurstream the emphasis almost
totally shifted on nritta
making the style a vehicle for
mere mechanical display.
While the Muslim patrons
had
no
overpowering
preference
for
mere
rhythmical pyrotechnique;
they fancied an art that was
full of human sentiments
and worldly situations.
Thus their brand of Kathak
laid stress on nritya full of
bhava. Thus this Kathak
turned out to be more
graceful and sensuous.
This stream came to be
recognised as the Lucknow Gharana
and it came into existence in the time
of Wajid Ali Shah. The chief architect
was one Thakur Prasad whose two
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sons Kalka and Binda Din perfected it.
Wajid Ali Shah’s contribution to the
development of Kathak is noteworthy.
He was an accomplished dancer and
musician and good poet in Hindi and
Urdu. He spent lavishly on dance and
music, much to the disgust of the
British of the East India Company
who dethroned him and exiled him to
Calcutta (now Kolkata) and annexed
his principality Oudh. Till his death
he lavished his pension on Kathak
and music.
Another noteworthy patron of
Kathak was Raja Chakradhar of Raigarh
in Madhya Pradesh. He encouraged
both the gharanas - Lucknow as well
as Jaipur. He too was removed by the
British for his great love and lavish
spending on Kathak.
As has been already noted the great
votaries of Kathak were all men. Women
also had a place in Kathak, although
quite dubious, their contribution in
the early part of development was not
noteworthy. These women divested
their dance of any dignity and came to
be termed as women of easy virtue.

Toda – the true test of a dancer’s
dexterity and virtuosity
Kathak originally had only two
instruments – the sarangi and the tabla.
To large extent the Kathak technique
is nritta-oriented and so concerns itself
with rhythm and timing. Therefore the
footwork is the predominant element
of Kathak. The dancer ties atleast 100
ghunghroos on each foot and cajoles
myriad rhythmic patterns, nuances and
tonal variations by the footwork which
is called tatkar. It is amazing that a
versatile dancer can sound only one
ghunghroo out of the full complement
of 100 in the most melodious manner.
Yet a complete unit of nritta has not
only scintillating footwork but also an
accompanying, harmonious use of the
entire body. Such a piece is called a
One India One People
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Wajid Ali Shah’s
contribution to the
development of Kathak
is noteworthy. He was
an accomplished dancer
and musician and
good poet in Hindi and
Urdu. He spent lavishly
on dance and music,
much to the disgust of
the British of the East
India Company who
dethroned him and
exiled him to Calcutta
and annexed his
principality Oudh. Till
his death he lavished
his pension on Kathak
and music.

toda which has several varieties. This
exhibition of todas is the true test of a
Kathak dancer’s dexterity and virtuosity.
Another noteworthy facet of the
Kathak nritta are the chakkar or the
pirouette or spin which are performed
at a lightning speed and which end in
a superbly balanced flourish and pose.

The nritya in Kathak has two types
of Gat: Gat-Nikas and Gat Bhav. Out
of these the Gat-Bhav is full blown
nritya depicting a theme, a story
or an episode. But it must be noted
here that in comparison to the other
more developed dance styles, Kathak
has very few hastas. Thus for emotive
passages the attitude of the body
and the different stances it adopts to
depict an idea are used in the most
effective manner. For example the
Ghunghat Gat which is supposed to
depict pulling of the ghunghat (veil)
over the face by a woman the dancer
will not do just one interpretative
action but will show different ways
in which the ghunghat is pulled in
different situations and moods.
The
next
items
for
nritya
interpretation are the Thumri and
Bhajan which are danced to fulI-fledged
songs. Here too there are practically no
hastas and the role of the hands is only
secondary. Even the mukhaja abhinaya
is very subtle and suggestive. Other
items in this genre are the Dadra and
the Gazal which are types of songs to
which bhav is done.
Since originally Kathak was a
religious dance, there were religious
songs like dhrupads, keertans, dhamars,
horis, pads which were utilised for
depiction of nritya.
In the recent times two new items
have been added – the Vandana is a
propitiatory item done at the beginning
of the recital and is in praise of a deity
while the Ashtapadis are taken from
poet Jayadeva’s Geeta Govind. n
The
writer
is
Director,
Nalanda Dance
Research
Center and is
a recipient of
Padmabhushan
award, Akademi
Ratna (Fellow of
Sangeet
Natak
Akademi)
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gems from the past

Raja Ravi Varma:

A prince among painters
Raja Ravi Varma was a legendary painter who laid the foundation for oil painting in
India, and attained a cult status during his time. Many of his life-size portraits are the
pride of palaces in India.

R

aja Ravi Varma was one of the
greatest painters of India who,
in the latter half of the 19th
century, strode across like a colossus
in the history of Indian painting and
laid the foundation for oil painting.
While Kalidasa gave a perfect portrayal
of feminine beauty with all its divinity
while describing Paravati, the consort
of Lord Shiva in his magnificent Kavya
‘Kumarasambhava’, it was Ravi Varma
who upheld Kalidasa’s tradition by
concrete visualisations while painting
such feminine beauties like Shakuntala
in the textural qualities and thus paid
homage to the beauty of a woman. The
whole wealth of Nayika literature in
Sanskrit got true representation in the
brush of Ravi Varma.

him to the Palace of Travancore. In
1869 a Dutch painter by name Theodre
Jensen was invited by the Maharaja of
Travancore and commissioned him to
do a few paintings. The Maharaja, by
that time, had another palace painter
by name Ramaswamy Nayudu as
the court painter. Ravi Varma picked
up the elements of painting by these
renowned painters, although the
Maharaja had to occasionally intervene
in the reluctance of both the teachers
to teach the youngster. Oil, Jensen’s
medium of painting, was a fascinating
new world for the youngster and Ravi
Varma took it up with all dedication
and enthusiasm. Varma was probably
a pioneer in making oil painting a
popular medium of art expression even
in European countries.

Varma’s inborn talent gets a boost
Ravi Varma was born in April 1848
at Kilimannor, a village 24 miles from
Kottayam in central Kerala. He hailed
from a princely family which was
closely linked with ties of blood to
the royal house of the former State of
Travancore. He was born with a brush
in his mouth since, it appears, that by
the time he was five years old he had
scribbled the walls of his house with
doodles from charcoal and chalk-piece.
This inborn talent was recocgnised at an
early age by his uncle Raja Raja Varma
who was himself a painter of repute.
He encouraged his nephew with initial
lessons in painting and later when Ravi
Varma was 14 years old, his uncle took
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His fame spreads far and wide
At 18, Ravi Varma married the
youngest sister of the Maharaja of
Travancore and this connection with
royalty put him on a higher pedestal in
social circles. This also brought him into
close contact with the British resident
at Trivandrum who persuaded him to
participate in the art exhibition held in
Madras in 1873. He won the first prize
there and this catapulted his name and
fame. The Duke of Buckingham who was
the Governor of Madars commissioned
many works to Ravi Varma and sent
them to England. The Government of
Madras also presented a few of Varma’s
paintings to the Prince of Wales when

Raja Ravi Varma

he visited Trivandrum in 1875. His
paintings were also highly appreciated
and applauded in the Poona Art Festival
in 1880 and at the International Art
Festival held in Vienna and Chicago in
1882. With these credits, Ravi Varma
became a celebrity and was in great
demand by art lovers.
When Swami Vivekananda went
to Chicago in 1893 to address the
Parliament of World Religions, he was
extremely happy to see Ravi Varma’s
paintings displayed at the venue. On his
return to India after his successful tour
of the West, Vivekananda was the guest
of honour of Ravi Varma with whom he
stayed for a day. Varma was also invited
by the Maharajas of Baroda and Mysore
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who gave him large commissions. The
Art Gallery in the Jaganmohan Palace
at Mysore was inaugurated with several
of Ravi Varma’s paintings which are a
connoisseur’s delight even today.

Mass production of Ravi Varma’s
paintings
Sri V. P. Madhava Rao, Dewan
of Baroda, wrote to him “There are
many of my friends who are desirous
of possessing your paintings. It would
be hardly possible for you, with only
one pair of hands, to meet such a large
demand. Send therefore a few of your
select works of Europe and have the
others oleo graphed. You will thereby
not only extend your reputation but
will be doing a real service to your
country”. Acting on this advice, Varma
established an oleo graphic printing
press in Bombay. Thus began an era
of mass production of his paintings
which flooded every Hindu home with
illustrations of religious legends in the
form of Calendars.
Ravi Varma became a house-hold
name in Calcutta Art Circles when he
held an exhibition there in 1885. Ten
years later in 1895 when the Maharaja
of Travancore visited Calcutta on some
official work, many Britishers who met
him recognized him as ‘The King of
Ravi Varma’s Place’. This incident may
remind us of the well-known adage in
Sanskrit “Swadeshe Poojyathe Raja,
Vidwan Sarvatra Poojyate”, meaning
‘a king is honoured in his native
place whereas a meritorious person is
honoured all over’. Even though Ravi
Varma got several invitations from
Germany and England, he could not
go overseas due to the then prevailing
traditional custom which did not permit
overseas travel.

Bestowed with the title of ‘Raja’
In 1904 Viceroy Lord Curzon, on
behalf of the King Emperor, bestowed
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Two of Raja Ravi Varma’s famous paintings

upon Raja Ravi Varma the Kaiser-iHind gold medal. At the time his name
was mentioned as “Raja Ravi Varma”
for the first time, raising objections
from the Maharaja of Travancore.
Ravi Varma, it is said, defended the
title stating his ancestors had been
the Rajas of Beypore in Malabar
and besides, as per a local Malayali
tradition, the name of the maternal
uncle (Raja Raja Varma) was prefixed
to the name. Thereafter he was always
referred to as Raja Ravi Varma.
During his last days Ravi Varma
could not devote much time to painting,
as he became the guardian of the
next ruler of Travancore, who was a
minor then. He died in October 1906
at Attingal near Trivandrum. In India
his paintings can be studied at the Sri
Chitralayam Gallery in Trivandrum, the
Lakshmi Vilas Palace in Baroda, the
Jaganmohan Art Gallery in Mysore, the
City Palace in Udaipur, the Salar Jung
Museum in Hyderabad and the National
Art Gallery in New Delhi.
While the Maharaja of Baroda
purchased 14 paintings of Ravi Varma
for `14,000 more than 100 years

ago, sometime in 1997 his painting
‘Begum’s Bath’ fetched `32 lakhs, and
at a auction held a few years back his
oleograph ‘Shakuntala’s Love letter’
earned `16 lakhs while his other
painting ‘Yashoda and Krishna’ fetched
`56 lakhs.
When Ravi Varma began to paint,
the Moghul and Rajput schools of
painting had declined and a hybrid style
had emerged in places like Lucknow,
Delhi, Patna and Tanjore. It was in
Tanjore style that Ravi Varma started to
paint. Considering the fact that Varma
did not have the benefit of formal
training in an Art School, his claim as
a painter in a medium, new to Indian
tradition, cannot be denied.n
The late BMN Murthy was a prolific writer
who contributed articles and columns on
Indian heritage,
tradition, vedic
wisdom
etc.
The
above
article has been
taken
from
his
collection
of
write
ups
from his book,
‘Mahati’.
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Traditional farming
wisdom, the best teacher
The wisdom of India`s traditional farming methods was
recognized even by experts during the British rule, who
spoke glowingly of the cultivation practices pursued by
Indian farmers, all of which have been well documented.

I

n our efforts to strengthen our agriculture and food
production, we can learn much from the wisdom of
traditional farming practices and systems. Even during
the days of British rule, several British and European experts
who had been called to study traditional Indian agriculture
spoke glowingly of very rich traditions and scientific basis of
the cultivation practices pursued by Indian farmers.
In 1889, Dr. John Augustus Voelcker, of the Royal
Agricultural Society of England was deputed by the British
government to study Indian agriculture. Voelcker toured
the country extensively for over one year. His report was
published in 1893, and since then has often been cited as
an authoritative work on Indian agriculture of this period.
The essence of what Dr. Voelcker said can be summarised
in the following extract from his report :
“I explain that I do not share the opinions which have
been expressed as to Indian agriculture being, as a whole,
primitive and backward, but I believe that in many parts
there is little or nothing that can be improved. Whilst where
agriculture is manifestly inferior, it is more generally the
result of the absence of facilities which exist in the better
districts than from inherent bad systems of cultivation.... I
may be bold to say that it is a much easier task to propose
improvements in English agriculture than to make really
valuable suggestions for that of India... the conviction has
forced itself upon me that, taking everything together and
more specially considering the conditions under which Indian
crops are grown, they are wonderfully good.”
More specifically he stated, “To take the ordinary acts
of husbandry, no where would one find better instances of
keeping land scrupulously clean from weeds, of ingenuity in
device of water-raising appliances, of knowledge of soils and
their capabilities as well as of the exact time to sow and to
reap, as one would in Indian agriculture, and this not at its
best only but at its ordinary level. It is wonderful, too, how
much is known of rotation, the system of mixed crops and
fallowing. Certain it is that I, at least, have never seen a
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more perfect picture of careful cultivation, combined with
hard labour, perseverance and fertility of resource, than I
have seen at many of the halting places in my tour. Such are
the gardens of Mahi, the fields of Nadiad and many others.”
A.O. Hume, writing in “Agricultural Reform in India,”
(1878) wrote about weed-control by Indian farmers at that
time, “As for weeds, their wheat fields would, in this respect,
shame ninety-nine out of hundred of those in Europe.”
Hume’s tribute to the grain-storage practices of Indian
farmers is no less glowing, “They are great adepts in storing
grain, and will turn grain out of rough earthen pits, after
20 years absolutely uninjured. They know the exact state
of ripeness to which grain should be allowed to stand in
different seasons.”
Dr. R.H. Richharia, former Director of Central Rice
Research Institute said that the importance of traditional
wisdom of farmers is tied up with the fact that different varieties
are needed for different conditions. He wrote, “If we were to
think of a single characteristic feature of the rice crop which
yields food for millions, it cannot be anything else unless it be
its variability in the form of thousands of its cultivars, spread in
India and in other rice growing belts of the world.
Dr. Richharia emphasised that wisdom of local farmers
regarding diverse rice varieties should be utilised as the
major resource for improving rice cultivation. He emphasised
that rice farmers who possess intimate knowledge of their
rice varieties should be involved in the research effort, “even
to guide us with their inherent gift.”
Dr. Richharia wrote, “It may be of interest to record that
during our survey in the Chhattisgarh area we came across rice
growers in the remote area, maintaining a large collection of rice
varieties, year after year, associated with local customs. This
also explains how thousands of varieties are being descended
down for centuries. Naturally such collections served as
‘Local treasuries’, but in the absence of an organisation to
encourage such private endeavours, the valuable rices are fast
disappearing, due to deliberate attempts.”n
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The hollowing out of skills
The labour conditions in our factories are already bad
because of pitiable administration of labour compliance
norms. It is now feared that the proposed Factories
Amendment Bill 2014 will further deteriorate the conditions
and stagnate real wages.

S

ocial scientists have always, and now even the
RBI governor recently, commented on the shortage
of skilled labour in India. The kind of labour
that can put in order plumbing, wiring, make durable
furniture, sturdy buildings, roads and bridges, skilled
masons, electricians, joiners, mechanics, technicians,
operators, tailors, cutters, executors of designs and such
like expert workers of manufacturing processes. They
cannot be found in enough quantity and quality anymore.
So much so that many corporates were trying to import
skilled workers from China to handle complex industrial
and construction jobs.
The government had to intervene to prevent that,
faced as it was with the burning issue of unemployment.
This remains true even today as there is a restless army
of the unemployed who remain so because they are
unskilled and unemployable. Where have all the skilled
workers gone? Many of them who were good at their job
have in fact migrated in great waves through the 1980s,
1990s and thereafter to the Middle East. The rest are
waiting to get an opportunity to do so. They will go to
any part of the world that will pay them better wages and
ensure better working conditions compared to the ones
they get in Indian factories/ construction sites. All the FDI
since 1991 has not helped increase their real wages in
the manufacturing sector, definitely not enough to build
and hold the skilled within India.
Yet we now have before us in Parliament, the Factories
Amendment Bill 2014. The original Factories Bill (1948)
was introduced to regularise the terms and conditions of
factory work, ensuring safety of workers, their welfare and
thereby to create and retain an army of skilled workers.
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These would be steady partners in the growth of the
manufacturing sector. The Human Resource Departments
(HRD) of factories were required to fill up forms that
proved their compliance to labour norms. These practices
become the basis of data available with state/ central
level labour ministries and departments of labour affairs.
The original bill defines a factory as one in which power
is used and employs 10 or more workers over the year or
one which does not use power but employs more than 20
workers. The new Bill proposes to revise the definition of
a factory by doubling the number of workers employed
in such a unit. Henceforward the terms and conditions
of work need not be maintained in the units employing a
smaller number of workers. This amendment will mean
that 58 percent of the factories need not maintain labour
standards anymore.
What will be the short run implications of this so called
reform? Labour conditions which are already bad because
of pitiable administration of labour compliance norms will
deteriorate further and real wages will stagnate. Even if
investment in manufacturing grows it will organise itself
in units of smaller employment, less than 20 or 40 each
for accounting purposes, so economies of scale too will be
lost. Larger firms that have to comply with labour norms
will outsource work to smaller firms. Short run profits of
manufacturing may even grow. The pressure will however
in the medium run, drive workers to hop from unit to unit
looking for elusive better terms, eventually seek foreign
shores or underinvesting in their own training and skills
because the returns are so poor. The hollowing out of
skills will not end. Low skills are the terminuses of low
roads to growth.n
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FESTIVAL

Ramlila with a
Difference

Where is it held?
Ramnagar lies about 15km away from Varanasi on the opposite
bank of the River Ganges. The Ramlila takes place against
the backdrop of the Ramnagar Fort which is lit up for the
occasion.
Who started it?
It was started in 1830 by then ruler of Kashi, Maharaja Udit
Narayan Singh. The current maharaja continues the tradition
by riding in on an elephant at the head of a colourful procession

AMAZING LIVING WORLD

In Uttar Pradesh, the
Ramayana comes alive at
Ramnagar through the unique
Ramlila performance.
to inaugurate the Ramlila.
When is it held?
Unlike most Ramlila performances, it is held over the course
of one month. It begins on the day of Anant Chaturdashi and
continues for 31 days until Sharad Purnima i.e few days after
Dussehra.
What is special about it?
The drama unfolds in multiple venues across the town where
extravagant sets are put up to represent different locations in
the Ramayana like Chitrakoot, Ayodhya, Ashok Van etc. The
audience follows the cast as the location shifts from
place to place. E.g., when the marriage of Ram
and Sita is acted out, the crowds participate in the
wedding procession through the town.
The Ramnagar Ramlila is relatively free of
technological gimmicks.
Who are the actors?
Auditions are held among local actors for the various
roles. The actors playing Ram, Sita, Lakshman,
Bharat and Shatrughan are known as svarupas and
are treated as gods for the duration of Ramlila. Some
important roles like that of Ravana, Hanuman, Jatayu
etc, have been acted out by members of the same
family for generations.

Incubator Bird

Scrub fowl do not incubate their eggs by sitting on them as
other birds do. Instead, they build huge mounds of sand, leaf,
litter and other debris on the ground and bury the eggs in
them. The heat generated by the decomposing vegetation
helps incubate the eggs.
The male scrub fowl looks after the eggs, adding or removing
litter as required to regulate the internal heat in the mounds.
He also digs holes to ventilate the mounds until the eggs
hatch.
Scrub fowl have large feet that are well adapted for digging
and foraging through soil and leaf litter. The birds spend
most of their time on the forest floor and generally take to
flight only when disturbed.
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Stony Justice

ART-BEAT

Batik Beauty

BATIK is an ancient art of textile designing that probably
derives its name from the Indonesian-Malay term ambatik
meaning 'a cloth with little dots'.
First, a design is traced onto a white cotton or silk cloth.
Parts of the design that will remain white are covered with
a combination of beeswax and paraffin wax. The cloth is
then dipped in a dye solution. The longer the time it is
immersed, the darker the colour. The procedure is repeated
many times. The wax
is then washed out of
the cloth.
In India, batik textiles
are mainly produced
in Shantiniketan in
West Bengal and
Cholamandalam in
Tamil
Nadu.
Indonesia is the
world's
biggest
centre for batik.

STORY

The merchant immediately recognized one of the bales as
his own and the thief was discovered. The judge arrested
him. The stone Buddha who had escaped imprisonment was
returned to his pedestal. People could have sworn that his
smile was wider.
— A tale from Japan

PUZZLE

Teaser

ALISHA wants to send a secret diary to her friend Leena in a
box which can be fitted with multiple locks. Both Alisha
and Leena have their own locks and the corresponding keys
but they don't have the keys to each other's locks. Neither
girl wants to part with
her key. How will
Alisha send the diary
to Leena without
anybody opening the
box on the way?
Hint: They have a
servant who can take
the box from one to
another.
Answer: Alisha will put the secret diary into the box, secure
it with a lock and send it to Leena. Leena will attach her
lock to the box and return it. Alisha will then remove her
lock and send the box back. Now Leena can unlock her own
lock and retrieve the
diary.

A man carrying bales of cotton cloth stopped to rest beneath
a tree. Next to the tree was a large stone statue of the
Buddha. The man was so tired that he fell asleep in the
shelter of the pedestal. When he awoke he found that his
bales of cloth had vanished. He immediately reported the
matter to the police.
The judge said that as there were no witnesses to the crime,
the Buddha must have stolen the goods.
“The Buddha is supposed to look after the welfare of the
people, but he has failed to perform his holy duty. Arrest
him.” The police arrested the stone Buddha and carried it to
court. A crowd of people followed. There was laughter and
much joking at the judge’s expense.
When the judge appeared, he was very angry.
“How dare you people appear before the court laughing and
joking? You have insulted the court, therefore I have to arrest
and fine you.”
The people fell silent and began to look afraid.
“I will defer the arrest,” continued the judge, “if each one of
you brings a bale of cotton cloth to the court by tomorrow.
Anyone who fails will be arrested.”
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great indians

capt. c p krishnan nair
A true karmayogi (1922-2014)

T

he hospitality industry in the country recently lost one
its most illustrious personages , C P Krishnan Nair,
Founder Chairman of the Leela Group of Hotels who
breathed his last in Mumbai at the age of 92. The son of a
government servant who earned a princely monthly salary
of nine rupees in those days, Captain Nair as he was
affectionately called joined the freedom movement
when still in his teens and was associated with
leaders like Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose
and the leftist leader A K Gopalan. He
also had a stint in the Army enrolling
in the Maratha Light Infantry and
after giving up his commission set
up the All India Handloom Board.
As an entrepreneur he tasted
success in the textile sector with
his company Leela Scottish
Lace scaling great heights in the
export market and fetching him
a number of coveted awards.
It was during this time that
he introduced a new brand of
textiles under the name ‘Bleeding
Madras’ which became a rage in
the market. He was one of those who
were instrumental in the Indian textile
industry taking wings and expanding to
global dimensions.
It was during one of his numerous business
trips abroad that Captain Nair chanced to enjoy the
hospitality of the Kempinsky chain of hotels in Budapest
and this kindled in him a desire to enter the hotel industry
and his brainwave resulted in the creation of the first Leela
Hotel at a prime location close to the Sahar International
Airport in Mumbai. What is worth mentioning is that Captain
Nair was 65 when he ventured into the hotel business, an
age where people usually prefer to hand over the baton to
their heirs and put up their feet and relax. However Nair did
no such thing and in partnership with reputed hotel chains
like Kempinsky set up swanky star hotels in several cities
including Bangalore, Delhi, Gurgaon, Goa, Chennai etc.
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His chain of hotels have remained the last word in luxury
and boasted of restaurants that were franchisees of famous
hotels abroad. In recent times however the Leela group has
been staggering a bit due to its having to service its huge
debts to financial institutions and has been initiating steps
to pare its debt. Although aware of these developments
Captain Nair remained optimistic that the tide
would turn and his company would be in the
black again.
A number of laurels came his way
though success always sat lightly
on his broad shoulders. A Lifetime
Achievement Award from the
American Academy of Hospitality
Sciences, Global 500 Roll of
Honour from the UN Environment
Programme, Hotelier of the
Century from the Hotels and
Restaurants Association based in
Geneva and above all a Padma
Bhushan from the Government of
India were some of the awards
that hailed his contribution to the
hospitality industry. The self effacing
hotelier however never failed to credit
his wife and constant inspiration Leela
for all his accomplishments.
Captain Nair always preferred to call
himself a karmayogi and he remained so till his
last breath. Even in his nineties the supremely fit exserviceman who never failed to thank the army for instilling
discipline in him attended to the call of duty, had a say in
the running of his hotels though he had handed over the
reins of administration to his two sons, Vivek Nair, Chairman
and Managing Director and Dinesh Nair, co-Chairman and
MD. An optimist to the core he always smelt an opportunity
to expand whenever any development plans were mooted.
Impeccably attired and a host sans pareil, Captain Nair was
inevitably wedded to the doctrine ‘athithi devo bhava’ (the
guest is always God). n
– C. V. Aravind is a Bangalore-based freelance journalist.
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brigadier sawai bhawani singh bahadur mvc
The valourous Maharaja of Jaipur (1931-2011)

B

rigadier Sawai Bhawani Singh Bahadur was born
on 22 October 1931 in Jaipur. He was the first maleborn heir to the ruling Maharaja and his birthday was
celebrated in style. So much champagne flowed that he was
called Bubbles. He was educated at Doon School Dehradun
and later at Harrow in UK. Like his father who served the
Army as Lt General, he was keen to join the army and was
commissioned into 3 Cavalry in 1954 and later served in
the President`s Bodyguard for eight years. In 1963, he was
posted to Headquarters 50 Independent Parachute
Brigade. He volunteered to carry out a
parachute drop at a height of 20,000 feet
without oxygen. He was adjutant of the
Indian Military Academy in Dehradun
from 1964 to 1967. He married
Princess Padmini Devi, daughter
of his father’s polo playing friend
Maharaja Rajendra Prakash of
Sirmur on 10 March 1966. They
were blessed with one daughter,
Princess Daya Kumari on 30
January 1971. He took over
command of 10 Para Commando
Battalion in 1967 and organised
training on new concepts. Bhawani
Singh ascended the throne of Jaipur
in 1970, following the death of his
father and held the title of Maharaja till
1971, when royal titles and privy purses
were abolished by the Government of India.
In the 1971 War, 11 Infantry Division
advanced on the Manabao- Parbat Ali Axis for attack
on Nayachor in Southern Rajasthan on 4 December. 10 Para
Commando was tasked to carry out deep penetration and
raid Chachro, Viravah and Nagar Parkar. Lt Col Bhawani
Singh led the unit in an 80 kms deep penetration to raid the
Indus Rangers HQ at Chachro in Sind, Pakistan. For four days
and nights, in complete disregard to his own safety, he led
relentless attacks on enemy posts. These attacks helped the
Army to deepen the operations in Sind. His inspired leadership
and personal courage led to the capture of large areas of the
enemy territory and created panic and confusion forcing the
enemy to retreat, leaving behind large number of prisoners and
equipment. They next raided Viravah and Nagar Parkar and
then returned to their base. These raids could only be compared
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to the famed acts of British SAS in Africa in World War II. Lt Col
Bhawani Singh was awarded the Maha Vir Chakra(MVC). In
addition, the unit earned two Veer Chakras, three Sena Medals
and one Mention-in- Dispatch. The unit was awarded Battle
Honour Chachro and Theatre Honour Sind. People lined up on
both sides of the Delhi-Jaipur highway to welcome him when
he returned from Delhi, after receiving the MVC from President
V V Giri. In City Palace Jaipur, a life-size photograph of the
investiture ceremony of President Giri pinning the medal on Lt
Col Bhawani Singh has been displayed. In 1972, he
took voluntary retirement from the army to look
after the ancestral property, necessitated due
to the demise of his father in June 1970.
10 Para Commando took part in
Operation Pawan in Sri Lanka. On
10 October 1987, a jeep of 10 Para
was hijacked as reprisal of capture
of about 200 LTTE rebels and all
the five occupants were killed.
Based on Intelligence reports of
the presence of rebels in Jaffna
University a heliborne operation
was carried out on 12 October by
10 Para and 13 Sikh LI. The troops
who had landed in the football field
came under intense fire as the LTTE
had intercepted the radio message
and had laid an ambush. They suffered
heavy casualties and the remaining
troops were extracted by a detachment of
65 Armoured Regiment. The failure resulted in
a setback to the morale of the unit. Lt Col Bhawani
Singh MVC visited the unit on a request from Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi. His visit to the unit helped to restore the
morale of the unit. For this act, the president bestowed on
him the rank of Brigadier, a rare honour for a retired officer.
He was imprisoned for a short period during the Emergency.
He contested and lost the elections to the Parliament in
1989. He was appointed First Resident Commissioner to the
State of Brunei from July 1993 to January 1997. In 2002,
he had adopted his grandson to succeed him. He passed
away on 17 April 2011 in a private hospital in Gurgaon.
Ashok Gehlot, then the Chief Minister of Rajasthan, declared
three days mourning. n
– Brigadier Suresh Chandra Sharma (retd)
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pran kumar sharma
The Walt Disney of India (1938 - 2014)

O

n 5 August 2014, every form of media was abuzz
with photos of Chacha Chaudhary. The chacha of
course needs no introduction in India. At first glance,
it felt that the comic had perhaps run its course and was
shutting down. That was jolting enough. It was a few seconds
later one realised that the creator of that uncommon Indian
man, eminent cartoonist Pran Kumar Sharma had passed
away. And then reality hit home hard - in that one
instance there were three deaths - of the man,
his creation and a little bit of every Indian’s
childhood.
I must admit, until that precise
moment, it never occurred to me that
Chacha Chaudhary was not a living
person and somebody imagined him
out of their extraordinary genius
and breathed life into ink. I never
considered that there was someone
in flesh and blood responsible for
getting that mainstay of all my
childhood train journeys into my
hands. That Chacha, Sabu and
Rocket were not really living people.
While everyone is aghast with
grief, mourning the loss of Chacha
Chaudhary’s creator, it will eventually
dawn on us that Pran Kumar Sharma,
the vanguard and trailblazer for the Indian
comic industry is no more. That a nascent
enterprise has just lost its founding father. Such
was the creation of the man that it dwarfed him from our
collective conscious his entire life and continues to, even in
death. And that is much said for a career that spanned over
five decades.
Born in 1938 at Kasur, near Lahore in what was once
British India, Pran graduated with a BA from Gwalior and
Master of Arts (Political Science) degree from evening Camp
College, Delhi. Ever since, a native of Delhi, he then pursued
a five-year course in Fine Arts from Sir J. J. School of Art,
Mumbai through distance learning.
In 1960, he began his career with his comic strip
Dabboo and since has created 400 characters. Alongside
the ensemble of Sabu, Bini Chachi, Billoo and Pinki, he
created and authored other characters like Channi Chachi,
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Shrimatiji and Raman which are regularly published in
Indian magazines.
In an era, when Indian comics were mere translations
of popular foreign cartoons, Pran possessed the sublime
talent to create characters which found resonance with the
every Indian. Unlike the musclemen then doing the rounds
in comic books, Pran created and raised into a league above
and beyond any superhero the typical middle-class
Indian. With Chacha becoming his pivot around
which characters interacted, he kept true
to the cartoonists code and what could
easily have become the cartoon version
of a sit-com, rose like literature into
a depiction of middle class India
through the continuing decades with
Prans’ own commentary on society
running astutely through the wit of
his main character.
When there is a nationwide
outpouring of loss, with the Prime
Minister tweeting his condolence
and every colleague, associate and
student effusive in spontaneous
praise of his life and work, it is
easy to know that Pran will forever
be remembered as one of the greats to
grace our country.
I never had the fortune to meet him. But
I believe every creator leaves in his creation at
least a little bit of himself. And so, Pran will remain
for me the embodiment of all the things we learnt from
Chacha Chaudhary – a man with the collective wisdom of
the ancients (bestowed the honorific ‘chacha’), the patience
and resolve of time (outsmarting goons since 1969), a lover
of animals (Rocket, the loveable stray dog), one aware of
the pitfalls of anger (a volcano erupts on Jupiter whenever
Sabu is angry), with unflinching faith in humanity (Chacha
never locked his house) and the towering intellect of a man
revealed through a gentle smile as he went about righting his
world without gadgets or weapons and never having to hide
behind cape or cowl.
RIP Pran. But now, who will outsmart the computer? n
– Akul Tripathi - A lifelong fan and travel writer.
(Sketches of Great Indians by C.D. Rane)
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