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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Thanks to pioneers of cooperative housing
The November 2013 issue on cooperative movement in India
is very well conceived and informative. The piece on the Cooperative Housing Societies in Mumbai is specially welcome.
When I joined the University of Bombay in 1966, I had no
place to live. The university did not give me a place in staff
quarters. I purchased a one-bedroom flat in such a housing
society in Juhu because I did not want to pay pagdi. Years
later I sold the small flat and bought a two-bedroom flat in
the same Society.
Ironically the university’s inability to give me quarters turned
out to be a blessing! I became a lakhpathi!
After retirement from the university I moved to Hyderabad to
work as a Senior Academic Fellow in an academic institution.
A few years later I sold my Juhu flat at the prevailing market
rates! Mine is one case among the lakhs and lakhs of people
who found a place to live at affordable price, thanks to the
selfless and visionary pioneers of the cooperative housing
movement!
This is my grateful homage to them all!
– B. Ramesh Babu via email
An interesting episode from H. V. R. Iengar’s life
Apropos the profile on H.V.R. Iengar in the OIOP November
2013 issue, I would like to supplement the information by a
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humorous anecdote in his life. In the year 1972 a good number
of high denomination counterfeit currency notes were in
circulation. As an abundant precaution to detect and curtail
its circulation, the Indian Petrol Bunk Association had directed
all the petrol bunk attendants to ascertain about the genuineness
of the 100 rupee note by asking the customer to provide
identification by signing the note he offered in payment. Once
Iengar was travelling by car from Bangalore to Mysore and enroute he stopped at a petrol bunk in Mandya to fill up petrol.
After filling up, he handed over a 100 rupee note to the attendant
but the attendant returned the note requesting the customer to
sign the note. Iengar complied. After careful scrutiny, the
attendant returned the note and said “Sir I wanted your signature
but not a copy of the signatiure printed on the note”. The customer
could no longer restrain his amusement. He explained, “I am
H.V.R. Iengar. I used to be the Governor, Reserve Bank of India—
and this note was issued under my signature”
– B.M.N.Murthy, Bangalore
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Lessons learnt from 2013
V Gangadhar does an in-depth analysis of some key events in year 2013 and shares
his insights.

I

N December every year, we look back on the year which
would soon depart and think about its impact on us. Was
it a good year or a bad one? Did we learn anything from
the year? Did it disappoint us in anyway? Let us analyse the
year 2013 and find some answers.
The role of minors in our society: Do we need/changes in the
Juvenile Justice Act?
2013 could be termed the ‘Year of the Minor’ when the Indian
Minor proved he had come of age and was not second to any
other minor. He was always in the news. In the company of
adults he was as good and effective as any adult, in fact, he
performed better than them. There was a time when the
Indian juvenile was regarded as a baccha and would shy away
from the company of women. But starting with end December
2012 and throughout 2013, the Indian Minor was actively
engaged in gang rapes and as per evidence collected,
performed better than adults. Be it Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata
or smaller cities, the Indian juvenile was the most talked
about by women, lawyers, judges, media, social workers and
others. 2013 without doubt was the Year of the Juvenile.
Restoring faith in the Army: Another vital issue. Over the
years, Indians have viewed the army and army personnel as
equal to god. The Army could do no wrong. When the civilians
failed, the call went out ‘Call The Army’. The results were
satisfactory. 2013 was slightly different. It proved that the
Army was after all human. In fact one of the Army Chiefs of
Staff monopolized the headlines because he said he did not
know how old he was. When was his birthday? He did not
know. What a great general because despite this handicap,
he went on advising everyone on every possible subject. It
was our good fortune, India did not fight a war during his
tenure.
Lessons from Uttarakhand disaster: It was unexpected and
hit us hard. We had the tools and power to stop any damage,
but failed. Now we have to learn this bitter lesson. If only we
had let loose Narendra Modi of Gujarat fame early on, he
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would have saved people and property. In just one day, he
flew in aircraft from Gujarat and saved, single-handedly more
than 15000 people. The same force was let loose during the
cyclones in Andhra Pradesh and Odisha and the loss of life
was minimal. After being Superman, Spiderman and Batman
in Uttarakhand, NaMo turned into the Invisible Man in Odisha
and Andhra. The truth shall come out when Lata Mangeshkar
will compose special melodies on NaMo after he becomes
the next Prime Minister.
Indian cricket becoming cleaner: Naturally, it did. Much of
the dirt in our cricket was due to the presence of the riff-raff,
you know, the dirty, unwashed masses who wait for long hours
to buy tickets and watch a cricket match. It is they who have
dirtied Indian cricket, though the Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) tried its best to keep out this riff raff. Look at
Sachin 200th test in Mumbai, the riff-raff demanded tickets
when every single ticket had to be reserved for the
VVVVVIIIIPPPPs. So BCCI kept aside 3000 out of 32000 tickets
for the riff raff but they demanded more. The media mobs
demanded more and more tickets, but who reads such blah
blah these days when TV commentary is in the capable hands
of men like Sunil Gavaskar and Ravi Shastri paid by the BCCI.
So we curtailed the press seats and gave them to politicians
and corporate bosses. Why bother if they followed cricket or
not? They shelled out Rs two lakhs per cricket. The lessons
BCCI learnt in 2013 was to keep out the riff raff.
Fall of rupee: Different lessons for different people. For
Newton, the fall of an apple led to Laws of Gravity. For P
Chidambaram, the fall of the rupee led to fear of a thrashing
in the 2014 polls and hence the decision to avoid the CHOGM
in Colombo. Ditto for Manmohan Singh. Montek need not
care, he could always return to World Bank
or the IMF. Poor Raghuram Rajan! He did
not mind the Fall provided it was not too
steep, then he finished reading the Albert
Camus masterpiece ‘The Fall’. 
The writer is a well-known satirist.
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2013:SOME KEY LEARINGS

Taking away the taint
A landmark ruling of the Supreme Court mandating immediate disqualification of tainted
legislators raised hopes of cleansing politics of criminals. The UPA government tried to
bring in an Ordinance to reverse the judgment, but it retracted following public pressure.
In this context, Dr. Jayaprakash Narayan proposes initiatives for a systemic reform
that will transform politics.

T

HE 10 July 2013 verdict of the Supreme Court in a
writ petition holding Section 8(4) of the Representation
of the People Act 1951 (RPA), unconstitutional was a
small, positive step towards decriminalising politics. All it did
was to strike down the legal provision which hitherto had
exempted incumbent legislators from disqualification for elective
office despite conviction by a court of law, until an appeal is
disposed off.
Under Section 8 of the RP Act, a person convicted
of an offence punishable under various
listed offences, or convicted of any
offence and sentenced to
imprisonment for not less than
two years shall be disqualified
for public office from the date
of conviction and this
disqualification operates for a
further period of six years since
his release. However, the law,
under Section 8(4), gave
exemption to incumbent legislators
who are convicted by a court until
an appeal or revision petition filed by
them is disposed off.
Farzana

The UPA government’s unfulfilled motive
The UPA government, in a bizarre and
unacceptable move, drafted an Ordinance
exempting convicted legislators from
disqualification. That we have to advance arguments against
such an obviously absurd stand is an indication of the
precipitous decline in standards of political behaviour in the
country. Given the influence and power prominent politicians
and elected legislators wield, it is rare that even FIRs are
registered against them. As the police force is largely under
the thumb of the legislators, such cases are usually buried
without investigations. Only a small number of FIRs registered
against influential persons result in completion of investigation
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and framing of charges by the court. Then it takes years for
the courts to try a criminal case. After all this, only 6% of
criminal cases end in conviction, unless the accused confesses
to the crime. The UPA government
wanted to protect the rights of such
convicted criminals to continue as
legislators! The Ordinance, if promulgated,
would surely have been struck down by the
Supreme Court.
Thanks to severe criticism in the
media, strong protest by the people,
and the President’s reluctance to
be a rubber stamp, the Congress
Party developed cold feet. Rahul
Gandhi’s outburst reflected the
need to make a virtue out of
necessity. The government
finally withdrew the Ordinance.
This episode is certainly a
small step to cleanse politics.
But we should not read too
much into it. The crisis
afflicting our politics is very
complex and deep-rooted. A clear
understanding of this crisis helps
us identify measures to really make
politics an instrument of public good.

A step to identify tainted politicians
In 1999, Lok Satta did pioneering work identifying 42
candidates contesting from Andhra Pradesh with serious
criminal record (conviction, charges framed, history or rowdy
sheeter, repeated acquittals in serious criminal cases like
murder). Later, on a petition by ADR (Association for
Democratic Reforms), the Supreme Court directed that
candidates should disclose their antecedents to voters in the
form of an affidavit, but did not make non-filing of affidavit a
ground for rejection of nomination. Lok Satta successfully argued
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murder to serious economic offences. If removal of Section
before the Election Commission that a nomination
8(4) exemption disqualifies a handful of them, then this
unaccompanied by an affidavit containing candidate details
judgment hardly scratches the surface of criminalisation. But
including criminal record should be rejected. All parties then
the judgment itself cannot be faulted.
unanimously opposed disclosure norms, and an Ordinance was
In order to understand how to decriminalise politics, we need
promulgated without the provision for rejection of nomination
to recognise the factors that led to criminalisation in the first
for non-disclosure. This was despite President A P J Kalam,
place. First, in a milieu in which there is no access to justice,
at the behest of Lok Satta delegation, sending back the
and law is very tardy and inefficient, there is a market demand
Ordinance for re-examination! The Cabinet promptly sent back
for criminals who take law into their hands. For most people,
the Ordinance, and the President had to sign on the dotted
the criminals are the undeclared judges dispensing rough and
line. Lok Satta and PUCL (People’s Union for Civil Liberties)
ready justice for a price to settle civil disputes. Until justice is
had then challenged the Ordinance and Supreme Court in
speedy, inexpensive and efficient, there will always be
2003 made the affidavit mandatory.
dependence on extra-legal methods involving crime lords.
This law on disclosure had two consequences. First, parties
Second, established crime lords are attracted to politics
have since been more wary of nominating new candidates
because political power gives them control over police, and
with criminal record. But entrenched politicians with criminal
therefore immunity from crime investigation and prosecution.
record continued undisturbed. Second, the disclosure of
As long as crime investigation is under partisan political control,
criminal record gave citizens an opportunity to mobilise public
politics will continue to be a powerful magnet for criminals;
opinion against criminalisation of politics.
and politicians will resort to crime with impunity. Third, parties
Subsequently, the Election Commission, at the urging of Lok
contest elections to acquire power, and electoral victory in
Satta and other civil society groups, clarified that the exemption
our conditions and in our electoral system depends on strong
of an incumbent legislator from disqualification under Section
local organisation holding sway over the people, money power
8(4) would apply only to that particular term, and not for
to buy votes, and caste or sectarian identification. Crime lords
subsequent election (as was wrongly interpreted before). Now,
preside over strong organisations and have
the Supreme Court held that exemption for
incumbent legislators unconstitutional. The court,
Established crime formidable money power. Every crime lord who
entered politics had positioned himself as the
instead of going into equality before law under
lords are attracted
leader of a caste or community. These attributes
Article 14, chose to rely on the constitutional
to politics
make them irresistible for parties in their quest
provisions relating to Parliament’s power to make
because
political
for electoral success and power.
a law on the subject (Articles 101 & 102 and
power gives them Can more be done to decriminalise politics? We
190 & 191).
control over
need two steps to really clean up politics. First,
police, and
Measures to decriminalise politics
we need to disqualify those against whom
The court’s verdict is welcome and unassailable.
therefore
criminal charges have been framed in respect
It is impossible to argue that a convicted
of heinous offences by a court after a preliminary
immunity from
criminal should continue to represent people,
enquiry until they are acquitted. Conviction in
crime
or that a legislator should be put on a higher investigation and
a criminal court involves taking away the liberty
plane than a citizen in respect of qualifications
prosecution. As of a person, and therefore demands a high
to hold public office. But this is only a small
burden of proof beyond any reasonable doubt.
long as crime
step because only a handful of legislators are
But elective office is about public trust and
investigation is
convicted while in office, and very few members
exercise of power over people’s lives. Clearly
under partisan
will be affected by repeal of Section 8(4). This
any person against whom there is credible
political control, evidence of criminality cannot be fit for public
victory for citizens is moral, not substantive in
politics will
terms of numbers.
office. Certainly there are risks of abuse of
continue
to be a process even in framing of charges. But under
An analysis of the affidavits of candidates
powerful magnet current law, the assassins of Rajiv Gandhi could
indicates that about 1500 elected legislators
for
criminals; and have contested elections for about eight years
(30% of the total of about 5000) have a
criminal record. About half of these face trivial
politicians will
(1991-99) until they were convicted by the trial
charges, or have case booked against them for
court! This is clearly absurd. Right to contest
resort to crime
political agitations. But over 700 of the
elections is not a fundamental right. Citizens’
with impunity.
legislators face grave charges ranging from
right to good representation should have
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precedence over an individual’s right to contest.
However, a safeguard is necessary to prevent
abuse of power. For instance, there could be a
mandatory review by an Advisory Board chaired
by a high court judge to determine whether
there are reasonable grounds for framing of
charges against a prospective candidate.
Second, we should insulate crime investigation
and prosecution from partisan and political
influence. Criminals are attracted to politics
because they can then control the police force
and doctor evidence. Many known crime lords
have cleaned up their criminal records while
in elective office, and a few became even Home
Ministers in States! Separate mechanisms of
accountability of crime investigation, police and
prosecution are vital if we are to make politics
inhospitable for criminals.

legislator or the potential candidate in the next
election which is recovered in multiples by
The candidates corruption and abuse of office. Corruption
with vast and ill- becomes endemic. People become more and
gotten money
more cynical because of poor delivery and
power and a
mounting corruption and demand more money
strong and loyal in each election cycle.
network and
In this climate, the candidates with vast and
organisation have ill-gotten money power and a strong and loyal
a huge advantage network and organisation have a huge advantage
in elections. Clean, competent and publicin elections.
Clean, competent spirited candidates have very little chance of
electoral success by adopting ethical means.
and publicParties exist to maximise their electoral
spirited
prospects. A party which expels or rejects the
candidates have
claims of questionable political leaders or
very little chance aspirants often pays a heavy price in elections.
of electoral
The travails of BJP in Karnataka (where B. S.
success by
Yeddyurappa was sidelined) and Congress in AP
adopting ethical (where Y. S. Jaganmohan Reddy’s claims were
The need of the hour is to reform the system
means. Parties
These steps are necessary, but not sufficient
rejected) illustrate the real crisis afflicting our
because they do not address the underlying
exist to maximise parties and the political process.
causes. Our first-past-the-post electoral system
A system of proportional representation which
their electoral
rewards the candidate who obtains more votes
gives parties seats in a major state in proportion
prospects.
than his rivals, and others get no credit for the
to its vote share will radically alter the
votes they get. In such an all-or-none system,
incentives and outcomes by making marginal
the marginal vote is all-important in determining victory. In a
vote irrelevant. In such a system, clean, competent
poor society with little notion of citizenship, dependence on
candidates become electable, and undesirable candidates
marginal vote leads to vote-buying. All traditional parties resort
can be kept at bay.
to this, and therefore while large, unaccounted expenditure
If such systemic reform is combined with a service guarantee
is required for vote buying in order to be in contention, it does
law ensuring delivery without dependence on political cadres,
not guarantee victory.
and empowerment of local governments linking the citizen’s
This situation is compounded by poor delivery of services
vote with public good in a tangible manner, our politics will
forcing the hapless citizens to rely on political patronage
be truly transformed.
and corruption to get even the most basic services and
Blaming parties and politicians is fashionable in today’s India.
amenities. As politicians need the votes, they are forced to
But we need to go beyond the blame game and build institutions
erect and maintain a vast, parallel establishment of political
and systems to protect the sanctity of
cadres to be accessible to people and to act as facilitators
democracy and safeguard our future.
to get basic services and for grievance redressal. As this
The Supreme Court verdict is small
political machine is working in a dysfunctional system, only
step in that direction. A lot more needs
a few complaints are redressed, but others at least have
to be done; and fast. 
access to ventilate their grievances. Such a large pool of
The author is the founder and President
political workers (about 100 – 200 cadres in an Assembly
of Lok Satta Party – new politics for
the
new
generation;
Constituency in a large state) costs vast amounts of money
Email:
info@loksattaparty.com;
to sustain. The expenditure is incurred as investment by the
Url: www.loksatta.org

Maxim
“Let us rise up and be thankful, for if we didn’t learn a lot at least we learned a little, and if we didn’t learn a little,
at least we didn’t get sick, and if we got sick, at least we didn’t die; so, let us all be thankful.”
– Gautam Buddha
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2013:SOME KEY LEARINGS

Safety of women still
a far cry
Although there has been an awakening in Indian society post the brutal 2012 Delhi gang
rape incident, it is unlikely that crimes against women will stop. A silver lining is that
these incidents and subsequent outrage over crimes against women have forced us to
re-examine ourselves, our laws and our attitudes, writes Ranjona Banerji.

T

HE gang rape of a physiotherapy student in the national
capital on the night of 16 December 2012 was a savage
reminder of how badly women are treated in India.
The young woman, who later died from the brutality of the
injuries she received that night, galvanised the country’s
collective conscience like no other
rape case in recent memory – if indeed
ever. Suddenly the public discourse
became about women’s issues. Not
just safety but respect and equal rights.
Not since the 1970s had the word
“patriarchy” been thrown
around quite so much and
in so many different
quarters.
It was as if India realised –
or more realistically many
parts of India realised – that
women were not going to
take it anymore. And it is
as if many more women
realised that they had to
stand up for themselves and
their rights and grab was
wasn’t taken freely.

More assaults and display of male chauvinism
A year later and it is obvious that there are no tangible
changes. But there have been perceptible ones. The
government and especially the police have seen that they
bear the brunt of public anger when things go wrong. They
know that there is a backlash if they do not act fast enough
or are perceived to be slow. Part of the horror of December
2012 after all was the reaction of the Delhi police which
displayed all the callous male chauvinism which makes life
impossible for so many women.
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And that is why when there was a horrific gang rape in Mumbai
in August 2013, the official response was immediate and far
more sensitive than the Delhi response. The Central
government has promised fast-track courts for crimes against
women. In fact, the accused in the Delhi gang rape have all
been sentenced to death earlier this year, except for the
juvenile who is serving maximum sentence according to the
juvenile justice law.
But nothing is all hunky-dory. Everyday there are more stories
in the media about rape and gang rape. The khap panchayats

Farzana

of Haryana and Uttar Pradesh issue almost daily diktats to
curb women’s rights and then claim some sort of cultural and
historical immunity. Crimes against women are also in the
news from assault to molestation to sexual harassment – the
most recent being an allegation against a former Supreme
Court judge by a law student interning with him.

We need a change in mindset, rest will follow
There are two issues to consider here. The first is about
existing system – investigative, legal and judicial. The second
is about mindsets and attitudes. The first is easier to do and

9

we have plenty of laws in place. The problem
Thirdly, and most frightening of all, most sex
often is that issue two does not allow the proper
crimes are committed by someone who is
Concepts like
implementation of the laws. Police officers at
known to the victim – a family member or
tradition,
the local stations are often reluctant to take
friend. This makes the search for justice almost
culture, family
down complaints and they become even more
impossible. What we need – and do not have
honour and
stubborn where sex crimes are concerned. Rape
– is an effective support structure from activists
shame are
is given a moral tinge where the onus is on the
to therapists who can help in such cases.
victim to prove that she didn’t “ask” for it one
used to make
The all-pervasive influence of the patriarchal
way or another. The problem is global: A defence
mindset remains the biggest obstacle,
sure that
lawyer in New Zealand has just faced flak for
however. It unfortunately applies to women as
victims do not
telling a rape victim that if she wanted to avoid
reveal what has much as men. Concepts like tradition, culture,
being raped she only had to close her legs. The
family honour and shame are used to make
happened to
director of the Central Bureau of Investigation
sure that victims do not reveal what has
them. This
in India had to apologise for using the phrase,
happened to them. This culture also makes it
culture also
“If you cannot prevent rape enjoy it”.
difficult for women to even walk on the road in
makes it
The call for stricter punishment is not necessarily
some parts of India. It is this space that women
difficult for
good sense. It is unlikely that a potential rapist
have to claim and reclaim and get men to
women to even understand that women are part of public life
is bothered by his possible death or
walk on the
incarceration. He is most probably certain that
and can no longer be hidden away.
road
in some
he will never be caught. Instead, we need better
It is one of our terrible ironies that just as
parts of India. It women are excelling in a number of fields they
implementation of the laws we have.
It is only after the Delhi case that there was
is this space
are still being subjected to traditional patriarchy
been an awakening in Indian society that women
which attempts to limit and contain them.
that women
are not willing to be tolerant of abuse any longer.
Unfortunately, popular culture does not help
have to claim
Abuse may not stop but women are more likely
here. Films, television serials and
and reclaim.
to expose it and turn to the law for redress. The
advertisements still by and large depict women
proliferation of the media can only help women
in stereotypical roles and attribute to them very
here and the intrusive nature of television means
frivolous concerns like having fair skin or
that such causes get taken much further. It was television
acquiring vast amounts of ugly expensive jewellery or being
which transported Delhi’s anger to the rest of India.
satisfied merely with more domestic appliances. The idea
Additionally, social media has also made a huge impact on
that women can be dismissed or talked down to because they
the dissemination of news and opinions and forced governments
are women is underlined by popular culture. Loose talk about
to act from the Middle East to India.
subjects like rape and the use of the word itself as if it is a

Women should reclaim her space
It is important however to keep a few things in mind. The
first and most painful is that attacks on women will not
magically stop. Few countries have good conviction rates when
it comes to rape. However, many countries do have sensitive
medico-legal procedures for victims. The notorious two-finger
test in India is a classic example of everything that is wrong
with our system where rape is seen only as the defiling of a
virgin when the truth is that any female from a few months
to several decades old can and are targeted.
Secondly, precautions are just that. They are not protection.
In both the Delhi and Mumbai cases, the victims were
accompanied by a male, a friend in one case, colleague in
the other. But these men were also assaulted and neutralised
by the rapists. Gang rape is a vicious crime where no rules
exist at all.
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joke also makes women uneasy.
Society therefore has as much a role to play in keeping women
safe as anything else. And once society comprehends that
women require freedom and safety, then some forms of
molestation like what we call “eve-teasing” become less. It
is another matter that we still have no mechanisms to fully
deal with violence within the home and the family.
If nothing else, however, these horrific rape cases and
subsequent outrage over crimes
against women have forced us to reexamine ourselves, our laws and our
attitudes. And no matter how long it
takes, there is only something to gain
from there. 
The writer is a senior journalist. She is
currently a consulting editor with the
media website MxMIndia.com.
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2013:SOME KEY LEARINGS

Give juveniles a chance
to reform
In the wake of reports about children under 18 involved in serious criminal offences,
there has been a clamour for amendments to the Juvenile Justice Act, one of which is
lowering the age of juveniles. Anant Kumar Asthana argues that throwing juvenile
delinquents in jails cannot be a solution to the problem. They should be given a chance
to reform, he says.

J

UVENILE delinquency is one of those off-beat social
problems which exist around us all the time but do not
receive much attention or visibility in mainstream. That
is why when a juvenile’s role in 16 December 2012 gang
rape incident was reported and it was known that he will be
let off with a milder punishment, people were shocked and
outraged. The Juvenile Justice Act suddenly became a subject
of public talk, resulting into a popular demand for amending
this law so that criminals, even if they are juveniles, could be
subjected to harsh punishment.

The demands for amendments
As everyone by now knows that the Juvenile Justice Law
requires children to be treated differently from adults; which
means that ‘juveniles’ or children under 18 involved in crimes,
cannot be sent to jails but instead are put under reformative
programmes. Anyone who has not completed 18 years of age
is considered to be a child under this law.
An outraged citizenry is not ready to digest the fact that one
of the perpetrators in the Nirbhaya gang rape has got away
with a milder punishment (just 3 years in special home because
he was just a few months short of completing 18 years).
Naturally, the Juvenile Justice Act has come under criticism
for this and a large section of the citizenry feels that the
Juvenile Justice Act should be suitably amended.
There are various suggestions being floated in this regard. A
section of society feels that the age for ‘juveniles’ should be
reduced from 18 years to 16 or 14 or 12. While another
section feels that the age for treating someone as a child
should remain 18 generally, but those who commit serious
offences like rape and murder, should be treated as adults
and subjected to harsher punishments. There are others who
feel that it should be left to the court to decide if a person
deserves to be treated as a child or an adult. Those who are
a little familiar with the spirit and intent of JJ Act, suggest
that the maximum period of institutionalisation in a Special
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When it was known that the juvenile accused in the Delhi
2012 gang rape will be let off with a milder punishment,
people were shocked and outraged

Home for 3 years under JJ Act should be increased as they
feel that three years is too short a duration for reforming a
criminal. These are broadly demands for amendments.
While this clamour for amending the JJ Act is going on, we
also hear some voices opposing any amendments in the law
on these lines. Many people fail to understand why someone
should justify a law which apparently seems to be unjust.

Facts vs fiction
It is important to look at facts before getting carried away by
exaggerated and incorrect information being fed by an
aggressive media reporting on this subject. Hence, some facts
need to be highlighted.
While children constitute 1/3rd of India’s population, statistics
show that crimes committed by children is just 1.1 percent.
In a country of over 100 million population, the number of
crimes committed by children across the country has never
crossed the figure of 35000 in any given year. Figures of serious
offences like rape by children are repeatedly highlighted to
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make people believe that juvenile delinquency has become
an incurable epidemic, but what is not said is the fact that a
majority of rape cases are actually cases of children getting into
physical relationships in love affairs, which of course amounts to
“rape” in the language of law but this is something which needs
to be addressed by education not by invoking criminal law against
children. And if we agree that notwithstanding anything,
whosoever commits “rape” should be treated like an adult
criminal and be thrown behind the bars, then we will soon see
the day when a huge number of children will be languishing in
the jails for venturing into love affairs.
There are reasons why these kinds of amendments on popular
demand are being opposed by those who work on children’s
issues. Dealing with an issue which actually impacts a huge
population of children demands serious engagement with the
subject. How many of us know that several countries in the
world have gone through the experience which India is dealing
with now? The most popular example being cited is of United
States of America. The USA in 1990s amended its laws on
juveniles on the same lines as people are demanding now in
India but as of now in 2013 people in USA have started
realising that it was a mistake and have initiated a process of
correction. Yet in India, the USA is repeatedly being cited as
an example which India should emulate. This is a clear case
of misinformation. The idea of dealing with juvenile crime by
sending more and more of the juveniles into jails is a flopped
idea as it did not reduce the crime at all anywhere in the
world. So sending juveniles to jails cannot be considered as a
solution to the problem. Are we concerned about crime
prevention amongst children or we just want to throw these
delinquents into jails and wash our hands off?

Juveniles need to be reformed

to be given to their children? I am sure everyone would want a
second chance if the criminal happens to be one’s own child.
It is only when we cease to think of these children as “our
own” and start treating them as “children of others” that we
start supporting harsh measures against children.
Juvenile Justice Act is based on the idea that people up to
the age of 18 years are impressionable and can be reformed if
assisted adequately. It also believes that reformation is the
best way and it is in the larger interest of society that we
believe and invest in reforming juveniles than just deserting
them into the jails, from where they come out as only more
hardened in crime, with no possibility of reformation.
The story does not end here. Those who work on children’s
issues ask further questions. They ask people to think as to
why a child commits a crime. If children are getting sexually
active at a younger age, what are the reasons behind it? Are
children creating pornographic websites? Are children
producing drugs? Are children serving nudity and sex in our
cinema? None of this is being done by children but they do
get affected by all of this. Their behaviour, thinking and values
get substantially shaped by what they are exposed to. So as a
society which fails to protect our children from this kind of
environment, can we refuse to share our responsibility in the
entire process? Let us not forget that a juvenile in conflict
with law is a product of the society we live in. A healthy and
responsible society does not create juveniles and it is only
when children are left uncared and unprotected that they go
astray in their lives.
The need, therefore, is to drastically
upgrade our child care and protection
mechanisms if we want to prevent
crimes by children. Throwing them
into jails is not an answer. 

I often ask people to think what they will want if their own
child commits a crime. Will people want their own children to
be thrown behind the bars or would they seek a second chance

The writer is a Delhi based lawyer
specialising in Juvenile Justice Law and
has extensively worked with Juveniles
in conflict with law.

Did you know?
Have you listened to Hanuman Chalisa attentively? Here is one gem from the hymn. In Hanuman Chalisa, it is said:
“Yug sahastra yojan per Bhanu!
Leelyo taahi madhur phal janu!!
1 Yug = 12000 years
1 Sahastra = 1000 years
1 Yojan = 8 Miles
Yug x Sahastra x Yojan = per Bhanu
12000 x 1000 x 8 miles = 96000000 miles
1 mile = 1.6kms
96000000 miles = 96000000 x 1.6kms = 96000000 miles/1536000000 kms to Sun
NASA has said that, it is the exact distance between the Earth and the Sun (Bhanu).
It proves God Hanuman did jump to Planet Sun, thinking it as a sweet fruit (madhur phal).
It is really interesting how accurate and meaningful our ancient scriptures are. Unfortunately it is barely recognised,
interpreted accurately or realised by any in today’s time...
– Contributed by H. R. Ravindra, Deputy General Manager, (Control Laboratory QA, HRD & Library),
Department of Atomic Energy, Govt. of India, Hyderabad
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Indian Army will always
stand tall
Recent incidents such as corruption charges against senior army officers, the V K Singh
controversy and reports of conflict between men and officers have dented the image of
the Indian Army. Brigadier Suresh Chandra Sharma (retd) dismisses any doubts about
the integrity of men in uniform and asserts that the credibility of the Indian Army continues
to remain high, and the army is battle worthy for any eventuality.

T

HE Indian Army, third largest in the world, enjoys high
reputation for professional excellence. It suffered
humiliation in its own land in 1962. Political leadership
and their favourite generals were to blame for it. It has won
all the wars since then. The blitzkrieg of 1971 War remains
an outstanding achievement, being studied the world over.
The same grit brought victory in Siachin in 1984 and in Kargil
in 1999. It has been fighting terrorists to keep the country
together. The bedrock of this victorious saga has been the
officer-men relationship. In 1962, the troops were heavily
outnumbered and outgunned. Yet they withstood the ordeal.
Lt (later brigadier) A J S Behl recalls that at no stage did any
jawan think of withdrawal. In
1965 War, a tank hit a mine,
the driver told the captain to
follow him by stepping over his
foot prints—a magnificent
piece of camaraderie. In Kargil
operations, officers and men
risked their lives to retrieve
dead bodies and the wounded
comrades. While combating the
terror attack on Hotel Taj in
Mumbai, Major Sandeep
Unnikrishnan shielded his
havaldar and made the supreme
sacrifice. This bond between
officers and men has been the
key to victory. Large gathering
of the people at the funeral of
martyrs was symbolic of the
faith and regards held for the
Army. Credit is not what a A soldier saluting his senior
rope in Siachen
soldier looks for - with the
nation behind him. The Army and Air Force displayed the
same death defying acts in rescue missions in Sikkim and
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Kedarnath. Soldiers carried old people piggy back and in arms
to negotiate rope bridges. The Army Commander led the
stranded pilgrims by walking along with them. The pilgrims
said that “they saw gods in uniform.” In Sikkim, they formed
a human bridge instead of waiting for planks.

A few black sheep and a misleading media
In the recent past, the Army has been in the news for wrong
reasons. Reports of corruption charges against senior officers,
tomato ketch up colonel, smuggling across Myanmar border,
unsavoury incidents between officers and men and accusations
against senior officers through leaked news to media have
raised questions as to what
has gone wrong with the Army,
adored by the people for its
unmatched discipline and
devotion to the nation. Bad
news gets bigger headlines.
Dan Brown commented,
“Beauty is skin deep, but
ugliness runs to the bone.” The
individuals who indulged in
smuggling and tomato ketch up
incident were duly punished—
a
record
which
few
organisations follow.
The treatment given to the
former Army Chief, General V
K Singh, was shoddy. The two
branches of the Army HQ were
maintaining different dates of
birth. A highly seditious
while rappelling down the method was adopted by leaking
the contents of a top secret
letter from the Army Chief to the Prime Minister regarding
the state of weapons. The same newspaper published
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imaginary stories of an army coup. Another sensational story
in the media was about the proceedings of a Board of Officers
which alleged that General V. K. Singh had raised a secret
intelligence unit to monitor telephone conversations and make
payments to ministers in Kashmir to topple the government.
No denials were issued. To publish any information about
intelligence agencies is highly damaging to national security.
Why were such reports published through leaks to media,
just to discredit the Army Chief and why has no investigation
been carried out on the source of these leaks?

Concrete steps needed to ease tension
No fitting action has been taken by the Indian Army to punish
the barbaric acts of beheading of two soldiers and recurring
incursions. Statements by the Foreign Minister that we cannot
go to war due to infiltrations only encourage Pakistan to act
with impunity. The soldiers can only look for relief to their
officers and blame them for lack of retaliation. Government
must allow the troops to act and carry out minor raids if
necessary. People are concerned that it took more than two
weeks to eliminate a few militants in Karen sector and then
we had no dead bodies to confirm our action. The facts are
that Pakistan had chosen this sector as the other areas were
well guarded. In case India moved troops from near-by locations,
Pakistan would have sent infiltrators from those areas. Actually,
that was what suited Pakistan. India moved troops from depth
locality which took time, the terrain being difficult. This simple
explanation would have removed any doubts about the
professional preparedness of the army. The Army must learn to
give timely and accurate information to the media.
The most unsavoury development is the news of fight between
officers and men. It never happened before. About 200 officers
and men have been punished. These events cannot be dismissed
as aberration. Self-styled defence analysts have attributed it to
old style of parental command system and clash of classes. On
the contrary, the fights have occurred due to disregard for the
age old customs. Use of physical force, abusing and admonishing
in public were not allowed. A soldier had a right to express his
difficulties. Firstly, one major cause of this shortcoming in
leadership qualities is shortage of officers. The army is deficient
of about 12000 officers. The deficiency is critical in infantry

units which are constantly deployed in counter-insurgency
operations. The establishment has implemented a quick fix
solution of deputing officers from other arms and services to
infantry for three years. The Indian Army relies on the bond of
the unit and honour of the regiment to undergo extreme
hardships. To change it is playing with fire. Secondly, young
officers are saddled with responsibility of commanding companies
without adequate grooming. Mastering the nuances of command
is a slow process. It requires time to be a part of the ethos of
the unit. The young officers are being pushed into difficult tasks
without giving them the necessary time. There is no time for
parades and games. Drill parades are an essential method to
instill the discipline that makes it possible for one man to lead
a thousand hands as if there was only one man. The fraternity
built up in hockey and football fields is absent. These informal
contacts are essential in an army organisation based on
hierarchy. There is no clash of classes. A large number of
officers today are children of Junior Commissioned Officers and
the army tries to get 25% officers by promotion from ranks.
None of these unsavoury incidents occurred during combat
duties. During the last two decades, more than 600 officers
have made the supreme sacrifice and about 1300 were severely
wounded. The Indian Army has the highest ratio of officer
men ratio of battle casualties since the officers lead from the
front. They have acted in the best traditions of the Army in
conventional or low intensity wars. Bond between officers and
men continues to be high. A foreign journalist was awe struck
to notice the sense of discipline of a soldier in Siachen. On
seeing a brigadier, he saluted and rappelled down the rope
with only one hand. The credibility of the Indian Army continues
to be high and is battle worthy for any eventuality.
It does not matter whether you are freezing, whether you
are sick. You do not think. You have
to complete your mission. That is how
the army works.
—Honorary Captain Bana Singh PVC
Brigadier Suresh Chandra Sharma
(retd.) served in the Army for 30 years.
Post retirement he served the telecom
industry with multinational and Indian
corporates. He is also a freelance
journalist and has interests in national
security issues.

Festive times
Karthikai Deepam or Karthika Vilakku is a festival celebrated mostly in the south of India during the month of
November/December. There are many legends behind the festival, the most popular one is associated with the birth
of Lord Karthikeya or Lord Subramanian, the son of Lord Shiva and Goddess Parvati. It is said that Karthikeya was
reared by six celestial beings which are the six stars that appear on the Karthika constellation (Pleiades). This star
cluster is the nearest to the Earth and can be seen with the naked eye. On this day, there are special ceremonies
in temples and in Kerala and Tamil Nadu, on this day, many households light lamps in and around their house.
Temples are also adorned with lamps. This day is said to be auspicious which ushers prosperity and dispels gloom
and darkness.
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‘Ecopreneurship
Ecopreneurship’ can
save the hills
The Himalayas are ecologically vulnerable, and as the June deluge showed, crossing its
bearing line can be disastrous. Dr. Anil P Joshi recommends the concept of
ecopreneurship for the hilly regions that will nurture the ecosystem, besides bringing
economic benefits to the people living there.

T

HE disaster in Uttarakhand in June 2013 has left a
trail of destruction unlike any other rain-related tragedy
in the state in a very long time. There is a growing
realisation that this was a wake-up call and that it is time
the development model followed in Himalayan states is
reviewed if such catastrophes are to be mitigated in the future.
Any such exercise must begin with identifying what is wrong
with the current path of development. In my view, the
economic model being pursued in the hills puts people’s
development in direct opposition to preservation of the region’s
ecology. Development has come at a high cost to the
environment. Little
thought has been
given to understanding
the interconnections
that make up the
region’s ecology. This
needs to change, both
for the long-term
benefit of the hill
people and as well as
the fragile and unique
ecology
of
the
Himalayas.

‘Ecopreneurship’ is
what hills need

HESCO trains people to extract
fibres and develop their products
as there are at least 35 species of
fibre-yielding plants in the
mountains
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A plan for the hills
must address both
livelihood issues of
the people as well as
the need to restore the
ecological balance.
This is where the
concept of Himalayan
ecopreneurship
comes in. The word
2013

ecopreneurship, or ecological
entrepreneurship, has been
used in the context of
sustainable industry. For the
Himalayas, the concept
needs to be tweaked to
include a system where an
entrepreneur would be
remunerated for restoring
natural
systems
by
monetizing the value that
such restoration would bring
to the region. In places
where opportunities for other
productive employment are
meagre, ecopreneurship will
bring economic benefits to
the hill people as well as Laddoos made from local
incentivise the nurturing of millets and corn crop are
supplied to shrines, to be
the ecosystem.
distributed as ‘prasad’
How will it work? Take for
example chunks of land which are meant for agriculture but
are difficult to cultivate for a variety of reasons. In the hills,
there are vast tracts of such land. These can be transformed
into a forest by the owner who would be paid for the conversion,
right from plantation till harvesting. It would be like a crop for
which a farmer gets direct remuneration. Similarly, barren
land can be converted into water farms. A farmer converting
his uncultivable land into a water farm would be paid for the
water he is able to store under the ground. Likewise, soil
conservation and other natural resource generation can be
considered as an employment. Such productivity can be
assessed in terms of number, volume and quality of production.
The Centre’s flagship programme, MGNREGA, can play an
important role in remunerating the eco-entrepreneurs. Under
the scheme, pond digging, afforestation etc., have been
undertaken. But the provision of one-time payment for these
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works means the
community
loses
interest in maintaining
these assets after
payments are made. A
constant support for a
piece of forest or water
harvested
will
drastically increase the
quality of such assets.
It’s important to give
ecopreneurship serious
consideration because
we are rapidly losing our
natural resources — the
true capital of any
nation. In the past
decades, economic
growth has been the
single fiddle played to
measure the nation’s
Conserving spring water to
progress. As a result, all
increase water supply in villages
major river systems are
in crisis. No state in the country matches the requirement of
33% forest cover, except the hill states.

Economy and ecology can go hand-in-hand
The hill states too are in crisis. The Himalayas are an
ecologically vulnerable system, and as the June deluge showed,
crossing its bearing line would bring disaster. The system is
intricately linked to its subsystems such as rivers, glaciers,
forests, soil etc. All these subsystems are interwoven to one
another as well as to other larger ecosystem like flat lands. In
Uttarakhand, 17% of the total forests are under pine (chir),
whose role in water and soil conservation is negligible. Soil
runoff is intense in the Himalayas. While four tonnes per
hectare is considered moderate, there are areas in the hills
where soil runoff touches 20 tonnes for every hectare. In the
seriously compromised zones, runoffs nearing 40 tonnes per
hectares have been recorded. Water sources are drying up.
There’s a shortage of fuel and fodder in many hill villages.
The ecopreneurship model offers a way out by turning natural
resource generation into an economic activity, thereby

compensating
for
development activities
that consume one or the
other kind of natural
resource. Afforestation,
water harvesting and soil
conservation do not just
help restore the place
where these activities are
undertaken but serve a
much wider area. Forests
have several services to
render. The monsoon is
the main source of water
in the Himalayas be it
glaciers, springs, rivers or
underground
water.
Conservation of monsoon
water has never been
undertaken as a serious
drive. Ecopreneurship Water harvesting serves a wider
area, not just where it is done
could help recharge the
water system and bring
all-round benefits not only to the hill people but also those in
the plains.
Most of these natural resources are in the domain of rural
communities. In these remote areas, many economic models
have collapsed because of the absence of forward and
backward linkages such as marketing and regular consumption
of products. Lack of employment has forced a large section of
the menfolk to migrate to urban centres. Ecological restoration
work can offer attractive, relevant and dignified jobs to youth
in Himalayan villages and improve the quality of life there,
besides mitigating the unemployment problem. 
Dr. Anil P Joshi is referred to as the
‘Mountain Man’ for his pioneering
efforts in ecological development of
hilly regions, particularly the rural
areas in the Himalayan regions, in the
last 33 years. He is the founder of a
voluntary
organisation
named
Himalayan Environmental Studies and
Conservation Organisation (HESCO),
and promotes rural economy and
ecology. The main slogan of HESCO
is ”Local need meet locally”. You can
log on to www.hesco.in to know more.

Aarogyam
While we all love the pleasant weather that begins with winter, it is also a season when we have more people
complaining of cold, cough and chest congestion. It is also a time when we feel lethargic and tend to avoid any
physical activity. But if you wish to remain healthy during winter, then put on those jogging shoes and walk or run.
Take the steps instead of the lift and if you have craving for anything hot and spicy, then have green tea and healthy
food instead of tea/coffee or fried snacks. Have lot of fruits and vegetables and make it a point to do some activity
that will make you sweat. So enjoy winter but in a healthy way!
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Shun those superstitions
The year 2013 saw the killing of anti-superstition activist Dr. Narendra Dabholkar and
the arrest of godman Asaram Bapu for alleged misconduct. In India, superstitions have
always thrived in the name of religion. Dr. G Vijayam stresses on the need to promote
scientific temper in our society, so that irrational beliefs do not go unchallenged.

I

N the Third World countries, promoting scientific temper
and a rational outlook is a must to dispel ridiculous
superstitions. Superstitions, and outmoded customs are
irrational beliefs of many for the gain of a few. Generally,
many superstitions are regarded as a part of local culture or
religion. Though it is expected that superstitions will die down
with the spread of education and enlightenment, in reality, it
continues to thrive, even amongst educated. It is because,
people become literate, but not educated. Changes in society
can happen only with the development of scientific bent of
mind and constant questioning of certain old customs and
traditions that harm the society. Our education system does
not inspire people to question and think afresh. Superstitions
and irrational beliefs are followed blindly and even highly
educated people fall prey to this.

Blind beliefs continue to thrive
Witchcraft and sorcery are still prevalent in some parts of our
country, like Hyderabad – the present Telangana region of
Andhra Pradesh, Parbhani in Maharashtra and Bidar and
Gulbarga in Karnataka. Culprits who kill innocent people,
branding them as sorcerers or witches, and commit other
ghastly crimes, tend to escape the clutches of law. This is
because, even the authorities are in awe of the so-called
supernatural phenomena. Prof. H. Narasimhaiah in Karnataka,
Atheist Centre in
Andhra Pradesh
and Dr. Narendra
Dabholkar
in
Maharashtra and
o t h e r s ,
spearheaded
s u s t a i n e d
campaigns
to
e r a d i c a t e
superstition in
India.
In our countr y,
education has been
Self proclaimed godman Asaram
Bapu is in jail for alleged misconduct
unable to make
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Witchcraft and sorcery are still prevalent in some parts of
our country

any dent on such blind belief. This is because the educated
live in two worlds — the world of science and the reality; and
the continuation of traditional belief systems and so-called
miracles, which they have accepted for generations. In
laboratories and classrooms, they learn the scientific causes
of eclipses, but in their social practice, they believe in the
non-existent rahu and ketu and their behaviour and actions
are in no way different from the illiterate and the ignorant
masses who are deprived of modern education.
The strange psychology of superstitions needs to be explored.
Many of these beliefs and customs are harmful to the persons
and the society. One such superstition is the following of
auspicious time for child birth. In the observance of good
omen and bad omen, some people insist on waiting for the
auspicious time for a caesarean operation which may put the
unborn child and mother at a risk.
In the West, harmful superstitions reduced because of
revolution in religions and spread of enlightenment. For
instance, in the Middle Ages and in the 16th and 17th centuries,
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over 7 million people in
Europe,accused of being
witches and sorcerers,
were murdered. Innocent
people became victims.
But slowly, wisdom
dawned, due to migration
to other lands and
interaction with other
cultures.
Martin Luther turned the
attention of people from
Dr. Narendra Dabholkar who
the concept of ‘worship
exposed the tricks of self
styled godmen was viewed as
is work’ to ‘work is
a threat to the godmen
worship.’ Materialistic
industry
developments in the
West, lessened the belief in witchcraft and sorcery. However,
some of the superstitions continue to be practices in the
form of wearing charms, amulets and other symbols that
depict superstitions. It is the spread of enlightenment, rational
thinking, humanist and atheist actions that can bring a sea
change in people’s outlook.

Vested interests aid in promoting superstitions
There is a vested interest in perpetuating superstitions, so that
religions can be protected, by making people docile and
compelling to obey without questioning. The growth of godmen
in India has its roots in this. They lure politicians and business
community in the name of miracles and use them to build
their empire. Any questioning is either considered as a challenge
of the religious sentiment or is silenced through threat and
murder. The murder of Narendra Dabholkar is a recent example
in this regard. The exposure of the tricks of godmen by
Dabholkar was viewed as a threat to the godmen industry.
The growth of fanaticism and fundamentalism all over the
world is detrimental to reason, democracy and the spirit of
inquiry. Some politicians also protect godmen, as they are a
convenient tool to contain the growing awareness among the
common people. The constant beaming of irrationalism and
blind faith through electronic and print media further
encourages superstitions and blind beliefs. Like the militaryindustrial nexus in the western world, in India, the nexus
between politicians, businessmen and godmen is creating a
situation where the advocates of reason and scientific temper
are considered as “dangerous” as they come in the way of
promoting superstitions.

Promoting scientific temper
Scientific temper will grow in a free and fair atmosphere,
where there is democracy, secularism and freedom of the
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individual to question something unscientific and baseless.
The freedom to think and act in a rational manner is the
Fundamental Right and Duty of every citizen of India.
Superstitions and scientific temper are incompatible. It was
Jawaharlal Nehru in his Discovery of India, who first used
the term ‘Scientific Temper’, which connotes a new way of
life, free from superstitions, blind beliefs and vested interests.
Observance of tolerance and practice of secularism are the
hallmarks of scientific temper. Science could make progress
in the modern world, because it challenged religion and
outmoded beliefs of the scriptures.
There will always be a conflict between science and religion.
The Middle Ages of Europe were dubbed as “dark ages”,
because of obscurantist beliefs, which hampered the progress
of science. Visalius, the Father of Modern Anatomy and
Physiology, Copernicus, Bruno, Galileo, Charles Darwin and
other scientists brought a sea change in the thinking pattern,
by their theories and inventions. The progress always begins
with minority.
Scientific thinking and rational beliefs enable people to lead a
life with dignity and self-respect. Science and scientific temper
are universal in their approach. They are not bound by religious
beliefs, gender, country or economic or social status of the
individuals. Their inventions and discoveries challenged the
existing orders and placed facts and truth before the world.
The early thinkers in India like Gautam Buddha aptly stated
that: “Do not believe in anything simply because you have
heard it. Do not believe in anything simply because it is spoken
and rumoured by many. Do not believe in anything simply
because it is found written in your religious books. Do not
believe in anything merely on the authority of your teachers
and elders. Do not believe in traditions because they have
been handed down for many generations. But after observation
and analysis, when you find that anything agrees with reason
and is conducive to the good and benefit of one and all, then
accept it and live up to it.”
The Constitution of India is a foremost social document and
its Preamble indicates the direction in which the nation should
move. The incorporation of the Fundamental Duties along with
the Fundamental Rights and in particular the Article 51 A (h)
of the Constitution lay down the road to social progress. “It
states to develop the scientific temper,
humanism and spirit of inquiry and
reform.” Hence, it is the duty of
citizens to strive for realising these
ideals by gearing their actions in the
direction of scientific temper,
rationalism and free thinking.
The writer is the Executive Director of
Atheist Centre, Vijayawada, Andhra
Pradesh.
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A ‘fixed
ed’ lesson for BCCI
Yet another shocking match-fixing scandal came to light this year leading to the arrest
of popular cricketer S Sreesanth and others. Though this isn’t the first time that Indian
cricket has been mired in such a controversy, the Board of Control for Cricket in India is
yet to take any concrete steps to curb such malpractices. Abhijeet Kulkarni suggests
some measures to stem the rot.

O

N 16 May 2013 when the Mumbai police arrested
speedster S Sreesanth and two other Rajasthan Royals
cricketers for alleged match-fixing in the sixth edition
of the Indian Premier League (IPL), the investigative agencies
went to town speaking about how they were following many
more leads and keeping a watch on some more players, officials
and bookies and would weed out the menace of fixing in cricket.
Five months later, all the BCCI has to show for is two life
bans and few more suspensions while the investigative agencies
have nothing to speak of as a notable breakthrough in the
case further.

Fixing – not a new story in cricket
Those who have been closely associated with the sport
ever since it transformed into the money spinning venture
under the leadership of former president Jagmohan
Dalmiya a couple of decades ago, will be quick to smirk
at a suggestion that something else was expected this
time around.
Mind you, this is not the first time that the betting and
match fixing have reared its ugly head in Indian cricket.
Back in 2000, then India captain Mohammad Azharuddin
and four other cricketers were accused for fixing with
the former banned for life by the Indian cricket board.
After 13 years, the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI),
has finally managed to file a charge-sheet in the case
and has named five bookies and the late Hansie Cronje,
virtually ending any possibility of nailing all the culprits
in the controversy.
While admitting to taking money from bookies during
the 2000 tour of India, South African skipper Cronje told
the Kings Commission that his great passion of the game
and for his teammates was matched by “an unfortunate
love for money.”
With the advent of the cash-rich Indian Premier League,
the lure of easy money has not just attracted the
bookmakers – who still operate illegally in India – but
also the players and even team owners and administrators.
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When Dalmiya envisaged the marketing revolution around the
sport in the 80s, the most attractive feature of cricket for
television companies was the numerous advertising
opportunities between the overs and during fall of wickets. A
cricket match could be broken into various packages for the
advertisers and the bookmakers were also smart to exploit
that potential.
If we look at the details of the betting and fixing scandal in
the sixth edition of IPL, neither the bookmakers nor the players
accused of fixing have bothered to alter the result of the
match. Instead they have either placed bets on runs to be
conceded in a particular over/ball, runs scored in a stipulated
number of overs etc.

Shady individuals are
allowed a free hand to lurk
around the players and
cricket establishments
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equally responsible for the degrading ethics and
While it’s easy to standards in the sport as the administrators
blame the players, have been resorting to any means to make
the Indian Board more money and hang on to their chairs as it
allows them to enjoy the spoils of power and
is equally
A guide to junior players
money.
responsible for
While any player can be lured into the maze of
However, expecting the Indian Board to set its
the degrading
betting and fixing, the youngsters are more
house in order is nothing more than a wishful
ethics and
vulnerable to the bookmaker’s advances because
thinking and it is up to the government now to
standards in the limit the damage.
most of the times they have little idea how to
sport as the
handle themselves in the glitz and glamour that
One way to avoid future fixing attempts could
administrators
comes along with the money.
be to legalise betting like in many European
This is precisely why, former India captain Anil
have been
countries. Currently there is a complete ban
Kumble in one of his presentations had proposed
resorting to any on betting in India but it has not stopped betting
a process of mentoring the youngsters so that
syndicates mushroom through the length and
means to make
they are taught to handle the sudden wealth
more money and breadth of the country.
and adulation that comes along with success
hang on to their A legalised betting system allows for better
on the cricket field.
chairs as it allows monitoring of the flow of money and
The Indian cricket board had hence decided to
them to enjoy the understanding the links between bookmakers
keep a cap on the amount to be paid to the
and the players, owners and other stake holders
spoils of power
domestic and junior players but the team owners
of the sport.
and money.
and even players have constantly tried to find
However, the real change has to come from
loopholes around these rules to land the best
within and the Indian cricket board needs to
talent in their squad.
put in place better administrative systems. World over, sports
In 2010, Ravindra Jadeja was suspended for a season for
league have a system of authorised agents who negotiate
trying to negotiate a contract with another team when he
deals on behalf of the players and are legally bound to follow
was drafted in the Rajasthan Royals for two years as an underthe right trade practices.
19 cricketer. While Jadeja was guilty, the team which was
For reasons best known to them, the Indian cricket board is
trying to lure him was equally guilty but no action was taken
against any such legal framework for the players, thereby
against them.
allowing a free hand for shady individuals to lurk around the
An expose by a television channel last year in the underhand
players and cricket establishments.
dealings in player’s signing had resulted in a few players being
The other factor is implementation of rules in letter and spirit.
suspended for a year. But that was just the tip of the iceberg.
The BCCI has been guilty of breaking its own rules to save
their holy cows and in the current scenario has gone out of
Need for a fool-proof mechanism
its way to save face for Chennai Super Kings after BCCI
Though the Indian Cricket Board has been making all the
president N Srinivasan’s son-in-law Gurunath Meiyappan was
right noises to control this menace, there has been very little
accused of betting.
action on the ground by the powers that be.
The board has also not taken any action against the Indian
A fool-proof mechanism needs to be put in place to keep a
captain, who allegedly holds shares in a company that manages
watch on the financial activities of the players and even the
a few other Indian cricketers.
role of some of the members in the team’s management,
If BCCI really wants to ensure that the most popular sport in
who are close enough to the action to facilitate such deals.
this country remains clean, it really needs to quickly put these
The Anti-Corruption Unit (ACU) set up by the Board can only
processes in place otherwise reigning
be effective if it is given more teeth. It is worth mentioning
in the bookie’s syndicate would get
that the ACU was against the members of the team
more difficult with every passing year.
management going on the ground or sharing the dug out with
A sports reporter for over a decade,
the players. However, the then IPL Commissioner Lalit Modi
Abhijeet Kulkarni has covered various
major international events, including
had overruled them because of the money involved in the
the cricket world cup and IPL. He
entire league.
currently freelances for couple of
media houses and also provides expert
While it’s easy to blame the players, the Indian Board is
This way the players are not guilty of really
throwing away a match and can actually make a
quick buck by hiding behind the theme of glorious
uncertainties that govern the game of cricket.

inputs on national television channels.
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2013:SOME KEY LEARINGS

After the fall
The Indian rupee fell sharply against the dollar and touched an historic low in the
second half of 2013. This had an overall cascading effect on India’s economy.
Alex K Mathews says while the government has taken several initiatives to stabilise
the rupee, only quick policy decisions and its implementation can support the currency
in the longer run.

B

EGINNING of May 2013, the Indian rupee was trading
at around 54 against the U.S dollar, which witnessed
heavy sell off and in the month of July it tested an all
time low at 68.80 against dollar. During this period the foreign
financial institutions were net sellers which were converting
their equity proceeds to dollar which was the major reason
for the weakening of rupee. FIIs (Foreign Institutional Investor)
pressed sale of equities
because
of
our
weakening
macro
economic data. Our
widening trade deficit,
worsening government
finances,
higher
inflation, lack of
initiatives to speed up
our infrastructure
segment put pressure
on GDP growth, which
was also negative for
the Indian rupee. Our
GDP growth declined
towards from a robust 8% to 4.4%. This made the investors
pessimistic about the growth of our economy and caused
further sell-off in equities market. Apart from these issues our
inflation also sharply moved above the comfort zone. When
inflation increases currency usually depreciates. Apart from
all these, speculators those who were very much active in
the currency market created huge speculative positions in
anticipation of further weakness in our domestic currency.

Importers bearing the brunt
If the government wants to arrest the falling rupee, then the
government has to boost exports, reduce imports by increasing
the import duties, increase the lending rates, and attract FII
investments in the country. It is not possible for the RBI to
keep the lending rates high for long term, because if the lending
rates are high then profitability of the corporates will decline.
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Rupee depreciation is good for exporters and non resident
Indians. Exporters may profit because of the fall in rupee, on
the back that earlier the conversion rate was around 54 and
later it moved in favour of exporters at 65 plus. NRIs made
wind fall profits when they converted their currency in to
Indian rupee.
The worst hit segment is the importers as they suffer huge
lose in conversion.
The Oil Marketing
Companies (OMCs)
are the worst hit.
India imports huge
quantities of oil for
domestic use. Oil
marketing companies,
gold importers and
gold
ornaments
manufactures are also
hit very badly.

Measures taken to
strengthen rupee
In order to reduce the trade deficit RBI (Reserve Bank of
India) and Central government have taken various measures
like hiking gold import duties (India is one of the largest
importer of gold). Also in order to arrest the huge volatility in
rupee, the central bank has opened a forex swap window for
public sector OMCs where the central bank lends dollars to
the OMCs for equivalent rupees which the companies will
return over a period of time. The government has taken various
measures to attract foreign inflows to the country to stabilise
the Indian rupee. The RBI has allowed microfinance
institutions to raise upto $10 million during a financial year
through ECB for permitted end users. It has allowed the
banks to set interest rates on NRE accounts and ordinary
non-resident accounts to attract more deposits. It has eased
the ceiling on interest rates that companies pay on foreign
loan, provided that the funds are brought into our country
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immediately. The government increased the ceiling on FIIs in
government and corporate debt and announced that Qualified
Foreign Investors (QFIs) will be allowed to directly invest in
the Indian equity market to widen the non-resident investor
base in stock market as well as to expand the set of nonresident portfolio investors. As per the guidelines the individual
and aggregate investment limits for the QFIs would be 5 percent
and 10 percent respectively of the paid up capital of an Indian
company. In order to attract foreign funds to the country, the
government has initiated various measures to attract foreign
direct investment in the country. In basic and cellular services,
FDI was raised to 100% from 74% and in case of public
sector oil refineries, commodity exchanges, power exchanges,
stock exchanges and clearing corporations FDI was raised up
to 49% under the automatic route. On to FDI, Indian
government has made arrangements with Japan for a currency
swap also.
RBI reduced the net overnight open position limit of authorised
dealers in the foreign exchange market, lowering the capacity
of market participants to take trading positions, to curb
excessive speculative positions. All these measures lifted the
market sentiment in both equities and currency markets and
rupee started appreciating against dollar and other basket of
currencies.
Sensex made an all time high on the auspicious day of Diwali,
but it could not sustain at higher levels because of further
worries of high inflation and weakness in rupee. Concerns of
early tapering of U.S. stimulus are also a key worry for the
domestic currency; if U.S withdraws the stimulus programme
fully or gradually then U.S dollar may appreciate against a
basket of currencies including the Indian rupee. (Every month
U.S treasuries buy nearly $85 billion worth U.S treasuries
bonds which indirectly prompt U.S banks to lend at
substantially lower interest rates to the borrowers. Usually
this money moves straight to the commodities and equities
markets across the globe). The economic data coming from
U.S. indicates strong growth of economy which is favourable
for the early stimulus withdrawal.
If rupee remains weak our import becomes very expensive,
especially for petroleum products. In order to reduce the subsidy
burden in the distribution of petroleum products the government
may increase petroleum prices which is not at all acceptable
to our people. The government has already started negotiations
with Iraq for the imports of crude oil products in exchange of
Indian rupee. Our oil companies are also venturing into various
opportunities to have partnership with other oil companies in
the field of oil exploration.
A section of the market participants are expecting strong
growth for our country after the general election which can
lift the sagging rupee and capital markets. Ahead of U.S
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In order to reduce the trade deficit RBI (Reserve Bank of
India) and Central government have taken various measures
like hiking gold import duties

stimulus withdrawal, the RBI has already taken various
measures to reduce the impact on our economy.
Currency depreciation has become a global phenomenon in
recent times. Policy decisions and implementation of policies
are the key factors which can support the currency. Our finance
minister and the RBI governor are keen in solving the currency
issue without hampering the growth of the country. If India
can contain the problem of inflation on war footage then rupee
fall can be arrested. The government is hopeful that after a
good monsoon which we had, the food inflation may come
down sharply in the next two or three months which can
check the fall of the rupee.
The writer is the winner of Zee Business’
‘India’s Best Financial Analyst Award
2013’ and has authored several books
on finance, the latest being Security
Analysis and Portfolio Management. He
has also authored columns for various
financial magazines and newspapers
and also appeared as panelist on
English and Malayalam news channels.
Currently, he is working as the
Research Head, Geojit BNP Paribas
Financials Limited at Kochi in Kerala.
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KNOW INDIA BETTER
F atehpur Sikri is not only a magnificent symbol of Mughal ar
chitecture but also a reflection of
architecture
’s fine taste for art and culture. Located near the city of Agra, FFatehpur
atehpur Sikri was
Emperor
Akbar’s
Emper
or Akbar
’s W
orld Heritage List in 1986. It houses some of the most splendid
UNESCO’s
World
inscribed on the UNESCO
monuments of the Mughal era, such as the Jami Masjid, Rang Mahal, the Diwan-i-Khas, Panch
Mahal, Hawa Mahal, Buland Darwaza and the mausoleum of the revered sufi saint Salim Chishti.

FATEHPUR SIKRI
A dream in red sandstone

Text:
Md. Masarrath Ali Khan
Photos: Faeem

S

OME cities are so inextricably linked with their emperors
that it is too difficult to interpret their monuments and
architecture without understanding the personality,
character and lifestyle of the latter. Fatehpur Sikri is one such
city, whose association with Akbar shaped and influenced the
events of Mughal history for many centuries.

A brush with the past
Sikri is a site of great antiquity, some 40 kms west of the city
of Agra. It is an extension of the upper Vindhyan ranges situated
on the bank of a large natural lake, which has now dried up.
This site, with abundant resources of water, forest and raw
material, was ideal for primitive man’s habitation and was
continuously inhabited since prehistoric period. Rock shelters
with paintings exist on the periphery of the lake. Stone Age
tools have been found in this area. Ochre coloured pottery (c.
2nd millennium B.C.) and painted grey ware (c.1200-800 B.C.)
have also been discovered here.
A stronghold of Sikrwar Rajputs in the 12th century, it was
later occupied by the Turks soon after the capture of
neighbouring Bayana in 1196 AD and became an important
town at a time when Agra was not yet found. Self-rule returned
to Sikri after Timur’s attack in 1398-99 AD, but the town
soon passed into the hands of Mubarak Shah (1421-1434),
second ruler of the Sayyid Dynasty. Bahlul Lodi (1451-89),
encouraged people to come and settle at Sikri, in a bid to
strengthen his hold. Among the newcomers was Shaik Bahau’ddin, whose son Shaikh Salim brought fame to Fatehpur Sikri.
Sultan Sikandar Lodi (1489-1517 AD) established his capital

at Agra around 1502 AD. His son and successor Ibrahim Lodi
(1517-1526) was overthrown by Zahiruddin Muhammad Babar
(1483-1530) – the founder of Mughal Empire – in the Battle
of Panipat on 20 April 1526. Days later, Babar made Agra his
capital on 10 May 1526, and decided to fight the battle in the
plains of Sikri, but the actual encounter took place in Khanwa,
(near Bayana) on 17 March 1527; this battle established Babur
as the indisputable conqueror of the country, who gained control
over Sikri. Babar renamed the village as Shukri (‘Thanks to
God’) and also ordered a garden to be laid out. He died in
1530 AD and his mortal remains were temporarily interred at
Sikri and were later transferred to Kabul. Babur’s son and
successor Humayun (1530-1540 and 1555-1556) built nothing
here. Humayun’s son and successor, Akbar inherited a small
kingdom at the age of 14. Without disturbing the capital status
of Agra, he shifted his residence and court to Fatehpur Sikri
and resided there for nearly 13 years from 1572 to 1585. He
got married to the daughter of Raja Bhar Mal Kachwaha, the
Rajput ruler of Amber, near the modern city of Jaipur.

The influence of Saint Salim Chishti
The arrival and settlement of an 87-year-old Muslim Sufi Shaikh
Salim Chishti on the barren ridge of Sikri in 1564 altered the
course of city’s history forever. In 1565, he ordered the
construction of Agra Fort, under the supervision of Qasim Khan.
The stone required for the architectural projects was quarried
from the ridge of Sikri, where many stonecutters had settled
around the abode of the saint. The quarrymen, who extracted
stone for Akbar’s architectural projects, built a small mosque

The grand entrance to Fatehpur Sikri

24

ONE INDIA ONE PEOPLE

December

2013

The Stonecutters’ Mosque was built for the stonecutters who had settled in Sikri

for him, and named it as Stonecutters’ Mosque. Being the
earliest mosque of its kind on the soil of Sikri, this sevenarched mosque has no accessories which are normally
associated with a standard mosque design. Arabic inscriptions
from the Holy Quran are carved on the stone panels above the
arches of the façade.
As a devotee of Sufis, sages and scholars of this land, Akbar
believed – and truly so – that saint Salim’s presence had
sanctified Sikri and its environs. So, at the highest point on
the ridge at the southwestern end of the city, Akbar began
construction of a Jami Masjid in 1564 AD exclusively for the
use of the saint. Saint Salim abandoned his hermitage and

occupied the new Khanqah (the existing Jama’at Khana) to
the north of the mosque courtyard with his distinguished
disciples. Khanqah means the place where some religious
saint, or spiritual leader teaches his spiritual teachings to his
group of followers.
There was no bar on entry and people of all faiths were allowed.
Akbar ruled over a vast kingdom, but had no male heir to take
care of it. Following a divine message in his dream, he visited
the saint’s Khanqah and sought his blessings in 1568 AD.
The Shaikh foretold the birth of three children to Akbar.
Surprisingly, the Sufi’s words came true.

Khanqah of saint Salim where there was no bar on entry
and people of all faiths were allowed
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Rang Mahal, raised for the exclusive use of the queen mother, is still ranked amongst the best
examples of residential architecture in India

Within no time, an elegant residential palace Rang Mahal (156972) was raised for the exclusive use of the queen mother
Mariam’uz Zamani in the palace precincts. Various types of
new decorative motifs were introduced for the first time in
Rang Mahal. Though devoid of any superstructure or dome, it
gets an aesthetic look from the series of brackets, and is still
ranked amongst the best examples of residential architecture
in India. Akbar’s Rajput queen, the princess of Amber, gave
birth to a son on 30 August 1569 in this palace. The emperor
conferred the title of Mariam-uz Zamani on her and named the
newborn as Salim as a mark of gratitude to the sufi saint.
Two more sons (Murad and Daniyal) were born to Akbar later
but both princes died in their prime. Prince Salim later ascended
the throne as Emperor Jahangir. Akbar wished that his sons
should derive maximum spiritual strength in the company of
the saint. Two special palaces (Princes’ Nursery) were built for
the two princes, on a very low ground, near and outside the
northern wall of Jami Masjid. The steps leading down and out
from the northern cloisters of the mosque (now closed) provided
direct access to this nursery. In his early childhood, Prince
Salim often used to visit the Shaikh’s Khanqah under the
watchful eyes of his nurses.
A residential structure, Raniwas (Jodhabai’s Palace) exclusively
for the use of the queen mother was among the first royal
structures to come up in the vicinity. The architect took
extremely good care of maintaining privacy and purdah
(seclusion) for the queen, and introduced a crooked entrance
to prevent anyone looking straight into the harem. The entrance
first leads into a dark vestibule and then admits one into a
26

spacious quadrangle enclosed by double storeyed suites – all of
them architecturally separated yet interconnected on a single
plan. This is the largest and the best preserved palace of Fatehpur
Sikri incorrectly referred to with imaginary names like Palace
of Jodha Bai or Shabistan-e-Iqbal. Its ground floor has living
halls in four corners and formal suites in the middle of the four
sides. The upper storey has colonnaded pavilions (tibara-dalans)
on the east and west sides and two triangular khaprel (chappar)
pavilions with chhatris on the north and south sides. Glazed
tile decoration (in blue, green and yellow colours) set against
carved designs in red sandstone is used as the chief mode of
ornamentation. Hindu motifs like hamsa (swan), parrot,
elephants, lotus, srivatsa, chain and bells etc., have been freely
depicted in this palace.
Akbar met saint Salim on 9 August 1571 and marked this
occasion by ordering the construction of splendid palaces and
charming edifices. The Jami Masjid (begun in 1564) was
completed in 1572 AD. Saint Salim - in whose honour he had
erected the mosque – also passed away in the same year and
was laid to rest at the same spot, in the Jami Masjid courtyard,
where he had offered prayers for a long time.

A masterpiece in red sandstone
The next 13 years constituted the most important phase in
Akbar’s life – for, without disturbing the capital status of Agra,
he shifted his residence and court to Sikri and founded all
Mughal institutions like Ibadat-Khana (1576), Din-i-Ilahi
(1582), Mansabdari system, Jharokha Darshan and the doctrine
of Sulah-i-Kul - even as construction of the palaces continued
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from 1572-85 AD. All imperial orders during Akbar’s reign
were issued from Fatehpur Sikri. Thus came into existence a
masterpiece in red sandstone – Akbar’s glowing tribute to the
saint – the first planned city of the Mughals, the like of which
is hard to find in the whole world!
But before embarking on such a grandiose project, Akbar ensured
adequate supply of water to the whole town. Many tanks and
reservoirs were made for draining out the rain water of the
mosque complex. The central square tank in front of the tomb
of Shaikh Salim was made on the highest level. The rain water
from the mosque was drained through water devices, and stored
in Birkha – a specially designed underground vaulted reservoir of
stone masonry in the southeast courtyard of the mosque. An
octagonal storage tank Jhalra was entirely built of red sandstone
with arches and pillars. Rain water from the Jami Masjid and
surrounding areas sloped into it. A broad flight of steps gave
access to the water level below, making it a step well.
Besides, the availability of the building material (red sandstone),
basic amenities like light and ventilation; social, religious and
political needs – all were well taken care of by the Mughal
architects. The ridge on which Akbar sought to lay out the
town did not have an even level. This problem was solved by
laying out the complex on three terraces of receding levels.
The mosque complex (mainly consisting of Jami Masjid,
Stonecutter’s mosque and Rang Mahal) was planned at the
highest level of the ridge. On the second terrace (middle level)
was built the royal (imperial) complex comprising the Raniwas,
the Birbal Palace, Mariam’s Palace, and the Shahi Bazar and
Mina Bazar. The public complex comprising the Panch Mahal,
Khwab Gah, Shahi Kutub Khana or royal library of books (the
so-called Turkish Sultana Palace), Char
Chamand, Ekastambha Prasada (the
so-called Diwan-e-Khas), and the
Dafter Khana were placed on a still
lower level. The public complex
and royal complex were

closely interconnected through a covered passage.
Historian James Fergusson describes the Jami Masjid as the
‘Glory of Fatehpur Sikri hardly surpassed by any mosque in
India’. The Mughal architect designed the Jami Masjid as an
extremely spacious open courtyard with the east and south
sides comprising spacious cloisters (dalans) divided into regular
bays in double series. A well balanced culmination of the
‘horizontal line’ of chajja and ‘vertical line’ of a chhatri above
each pillar creates a pleasant architectural composition. The
kiosks of this mosque were enveloped in coloured cloth and
lamps were lit within, on holy days and important anniversaries.

Brilliant skillmanship at Jami Masjid
The mosque has a rectangular sanctuary and its façade has a
central portal and an arcade on its either sides. The central
portal is pierced with three-arched-openings, also framed by
panels. A central dome surmounts the central nave. The nave
is flanked by a wing on either side; and each wing is roofed by
a flat-Lodi type dome topped by a finial. Each side wing is
composed of a colonnade hall further divided into three sections.
The central mihrabs (in the nave) as well as the flanking
mihrabs are a connoisseur’s delight. The Mughal artists have
richly embellished the interiors with floral, arabesque and
geometrical patterns, carved, inlaid and painted in colours of
brown, red, turquoise, black and white; and to quote Percy
Brown ‘the artists had taken their model from the pages of an
exquisitely illuminated manuscript and enlarged these with their
jewelled geometry of line and colour to enrich the spaces on
the walls’. Carefully selected Arabic inscriptions (from the Quran)
and Persian inscriptions are carved in stone on the oblong panels,
above the arched niches near or on the
frieze.
On 4 July 1572, Akbar marched
out from Sikri to conquer
Gujarat,
returned
triumphant in June
1573, and to

Jodhabai’s Palace (Raniwas) was among the first royal structures to come up
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Jami Masjid, Akbar’s glowing tribute to saint Salim Chishti, is a masterpiece in red sandstone

commemorate his victory, he renamed the village as Fatehabad,
but it became popular as Fatehpur (City of Victory) in due course.
In all official orders and communications, it was referred to as
Dar’us Suroor (Abode of Peace), Dar’un Noor (Abode of Light)
and Dar’ul Khila’fah (Capital City).

A flourishing trade centre
The Mughal emperor established many karkhanas (factories)
for the promotion of handicrafts such as silk, wool and cotton
clothes, carpets and durries, gold, silver and other metal ware,
jewellery, leather work, wood and ivory work, stone work,
perfumes and paintings. Abu’l Fazl confirms that ‘a great royal
bazaar was held periodically, which was attended by merchants
from all over the country and abroad. The emperor also used

to take active part in the buying, selling and fixing of prices of
the articles. The stables complex – a huge courtyard enclosed
on both sides by colonnaded enclosures – might have served
as Shahi Bazar and Mina Bazar (ladies’ market).
Merchants dealing in horses, elephants and costly goods, arriving
from different corners of the world were accorded a safe and
comfortable stay in Caravan Serai (1572 AD), a four-terraced building
with octagonal bastions on the corners of the façade. The building
had three storeys on the south side and a single storey on the
remaining three sides. Ordinarily travellers and merchants of horses
and elephants were lodged on the ground floor and around the
court. The second storey was meant for merchants dealing in costly
commodities. Its third storey named as ‘Jauhari Khana’ (The House

The extemely spacious open courtyard of Jami Masjid; the tomb of saint Salim Chishti is in the centre
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Nageena Bazar (Royal Market) where merchants from all over the country and abroad came to sell their wares

of Gems) was reserved for merchants of gold, gems and
jewellery. Higher the social status of the traveller, higher was
the terrace where they were lodged in.
Mirza Ghiyas Baig, a migrant from Teheran, took shelter in
Caravan Serai with his family on his maiden visit to India. His
honesty and noble qualities elevated him to high ranks in the
imperial service during Akbar’s reign. His daughter Mehrunnisa
became the queen of Jahangir in 1611. Jahangir conferred
the title of Itimad’ud daula on Ghiyas Baig and his mausoleum
is a famous landmark in Agra.

Art and culture get a boost
Being a great patron of fine arts, Akbar dared to experiment
with the fine arts in all its forms. He invited many painters
from Rajasthan, Gujarat and Malwa and allowed them to
experiment with their own creative talents. Their original
contributions in the form of pigments, colours, combinations,
shades, techniques, themes and motifs went into the
foundation and development of Mughal School of Painting.
The emperor organised his atelier (studio) under the supervision
of two Iranian masters and used to receive his musicians,
painters, poets and artists in the lavishly painted Baithak (also
known as Khas Mahal, Mariam Palace, Sunehra Makan,
Rangeen Mahal, 1572-75). In these paintings, Hanuman is
shown attending a congregation of Rama, Krishna; besides, a
pair of swans; a mysterious angel sitting on a chair and a lion
and birds bear testimony to the artists’ fertile imagination.
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Mohammed Hussain Kashmiri, Mohammed Baqar, Mohammed
Ameen Mash’hadi, Abdul Hye and Meer Abdulla Nizami - the
renowned calligraphers of Akbar’s court painted Persian verses
composed by Persian poet Faizi (1547-1595) in this palace.
Besides paintings, rows of elephants and swans are carved on
the brackets and chhajja beams. Figures of Rama and Hanuman
are also carved in relief on the northeast and northwest brackets.
We find one more classic example of the rich Mughal paintings
on stone surface, in the upper floor of the Khwabgah Complex
(1572-75). Most of these paintings have faded away and what
remains today is only an indication of past glory. One pavilion of
the Khwabgah complex seems to have served as Chitrashala
(The Hall of Paintings, atelier or studio). This was a regular
feature in a king’s household since ancient times. The
Khwabgah is a double storeyed red sandstone complex, a
conglomeration of many buildings, occupying the entire south
side of the palace complex. One hall of the Khwabgah contained
25,000 manuscripts on a wide spectrum of subjects. Important
imperial orders are also said to have been stored in the niches
of the Khwabgah.

The Jewel House or Diwan-i-khas
The Diwan-i-Khas or Jewel House (Ekstambha Prasada, 157275) is a unique square building of its kind, in the entire range
of Indo-Islamic buildings. It has four identical facades, which
are two-storeyed having inner and outer balconies.
Its most amazing feature is a massive red sandstone column
29

Merchants arriving from different corners of the world were accorded a comfortable stay at Caravan Serai

rising from the exact centre of the hall, which is a square at the
base, octagonal at the shaft, a 16-sided form near the capital;
then it takes a circular form, and further above, it branches out
into 36 three-tier brackets, which support a circular platform.
The central column, the 36 brackets branching out from it (and
supporting the circular platform) collectively form an interesting
and the rarest of the rare composition. Some historians believe
that the pendulous members of the capital are representative of
the milk-sack of a cow.
Others suggest that the undulating members recall a serpent which
in Hindu art was often represented with multiple heads. As Akbar
had a keen interest in Hindu scriptures and philosophy he might
have borrowed this idea of throne capital from those sources.
According to the Mahabharata (Adi Parva XL-XLIII), the King
Gauramukha had a palace built resting on one pillar and sat on
it in order to escape the vengeance of the Naga Takshaka and
yet he continued to give audience from there for a week until
he fell victim to the stratagems of that snake. Even then, the
Mughal architect might have used the snake capital as it was
a widely prevalent practice in ancient times to dispel any evil
presence by making an image of the snake.
The best explanation of this mysterious pillar is given by
Prof. R. Nath, an eminent authority on Mughal history and
architecture. Ancient Hindu texts describe the creation and
sustenance of the universe, in terms of seven rays of sun
signifying the arms of the three dimensional cross of spiritual
light. The universe is created by ‘pillaring apart’ of the Heaven
and Earth. The axis (pillar) by which this is done, is itself a
representation of the universe and it also serves as the
sustaining pillar of Space (Dik) and Time (Kala). Akbar
believed in the concept of this ‘Unitary Sustaining Pillar of
30

the House of Three Worlds’ and gave an ‘architectural
expression’ to his belief by constructing a red sandstone pillar
in this building.

Panch Mahal resembles a Buddhist Vihara
Panch Mahal (1572-75) is a fairly large trabeated pyramidal
building of red sandstone resembling a Buddhist Vihara. It is
composed of five storeys (including the ground floor), with each
upper storey being smaller in dimensions, than the lower one.
The total number of pillars in the building adds up to 176. The
most gorgeously done 2nd storey has different pillars in different
designs. Some of them are circular; some are octagonal, having
different designs like floral patterns, spirals or twisted patterns
and Hindu bell-and-chain motifs.

Hawa Mahal — rare architectural beauty
The Hawa Mahal (Palace of Winds) is a screened viaduct that
projects from the northern exterior wall of Raniwas. The first
storey supported on square columns in double rows, is open;
the second is closed with beautiful stone screens. From the
eastern and western sides of the central northern room,
staircases rise to the screened first storey. The screened passage
has exquisite carvings in different patterns and is a marvel of
rare architectural beauty. This is the only surviving example of
arabesque stone screen in Fatehpur Sikri. The jailed (perforated)
screens are a marvel of rare architectural beauty, and provide
the only surviving example of arabesque stone screen in this
historical town.
The Diwan-e-Aam (1572-75) or the Hall of Public Audience is
a spacious complex located on the eastern side of the main
palace complex.
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Diwan-i-Khas or Jewel House is a unique square building of its kind, in the entire range of Indo-Islamic buildings

The tale of Anup Talao
Char Chaman or Anup Talao (1575 AD) is an interesting
monument in the palace complex.
According to Bada’uni, this tank was completed in 1575 AD.
It was so famous that every literary work of that era made a
mention of it. In 1577-78AD (985 A.H), a canvas used to be
erected near the Anup Talao and the space under it was used
as a mosque. It was also used for imperial amusements and
private functions, according to the Archaeological Survey of
India’s inscription near the monument. Jahangir referred to
this tank as Kapur Talao.

Historical sources suggest that Akbar went on a hunting
expedition after construction of the Anup Talao. While leaving
Fatehpur Sikri he ordered that the entire water tank be emptied
and filled with gold, silver and copper coins so that the wealth
could be distributed in charity among the poor people of the
state after his return to the city.
When the tank was filled to the brim, Akbar took a gold coin,
a one rupee and one paisa from the wealth. Then he distributed

Panch Mahal resembles
a Buddhist Vihara
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A massive red sandstone column is the most amazing feature of Diwan-i-Khas

the wealth to the common public and poor people in charity.
He invited Shaikh Manjhu Qawwal and Tansen and listened to
their songs and music. He ordered Shaikh Manjhu Qawwal to
carry away the wealth with him. The singer could take only
one thousand rupees from the treasure!
Jahangir mentions that the tank contained copper and silver
coins worth one crore and three lakh rupees. Poor people
continued to pour in large numbers for drawing the charity
from the tank, and this practice continued for nearly three
years. Jahangir also mentions that 34 crores 48 lakhs 46
thousand dam (which is an approximate equivalent of
`16,79,400), and an aggregate of 3 crore rupees was distributed
in charity from this tank. The deep tank was given a new floor
by Sir Sayyid Ahmed Khan who was an official of Fatehpur
Sikri in early 1840s. This tank is also associated with Akbar’s
legendary court musician Tansen - a prominent Hindustani
classical music composer, musician and vocalist and one of his
navratnas (nine jewels) - who, it is said, could light oil lamps
with the magic of his voice. Tansen would perform different
ragas at different times of day, and the emperor and his select
audience would honour him with gold coins.

AD, in the north side of the Masjid courtyard, is one of the
finest examples of marble work in India; it has a plinth decorated
with elegant mosaic of black and yellow marble with interlacing
pentagons, stars and diamond shaped designs.
This saint’s mausoleum contains many Arabic inscriptions from
the Holy Quran and Hadith (the sayings of Prophet Muhammad
– Peace be upon him), painted in gold on a blue background.
These colourful inscriptions create a beautiful and dazzling
interplay of light and shadow, in the dim interiors.
The 19-day-long Nauroz Festival of Persian origin was celebrated
with great pomp and fervour during the reign of Akbar. All
palaces and residences were festooned with multihued fabrics
and Kashmir shawls. The Diwan-i-Aam was ornamented with
multicoloured precious stones. The walls and ceilings of the
palace were spangled with special mirrors and glasses which
produced brilliant sparkling and dazzling effects. Lanterns, lamps
and chandeliers created a beautiful interplay of light and shadow.
The beating of drums and ceremonial music marked the arrival
of Akbar who made many important announcements on this
occasion. The emperor ordered the construction of Serais and
hospitals in the cities.

Salim Chishti’s mausoleum –finest marble work in India

Birbal Palace, a proof of Akbar’s secular spirit

The mausoleum of Shaikh Salim, finished in the year 1580-81

One monument that mirrors the ‘Secular Spirit of Mughal Art’
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grandeur of Mughal Empire. It seems to have been inspired by
the colossal gateway of the Bibi Khanam’s monument in
Samarqand, Uzbekistan.
Islam Khan, the grandson of Shaikh Salim Chishti, the then
governor of Bengal, died in 1613 AD and his remains were
enshrined in a separate complex (Jamat Khana group of tombs)
to the east of saint Salim’s mausoleum.

Lost glory

Birbal Palace mirrors the secular spirit of Mughal art

is the Birbal Palace (Mahal-i-Ilahi, 1582). Here, the
geometrical designs, arabesques and stylized floral motifs of
Muslim origin are depicted side by side with Hindu symbols
such as lotus, swastika and fringes of lotus buds, swan, peacock,
parrot etc. Its ground floor has a suit of four rooms, with a flat
ceiling. The upper storey has only two rooms, placed cornerwise
which open on two terraces. Each room is covered by a dome,
built on the principle of double dome. Each dome rests on an
octagonal drum and is crowned by mahapadma and kalasa.
These domes were originally glazed tiled in blue, turquoise,
tamarind, green, yellow and milk white. A Devanagari
inscription on its western door states that it was built for the
initiation ceremony of Din-i-Ilahi, the new faith of which Akbar
was the founder, preacher and follower.

Buland Darwaza, a symbol of Mughal valour and art
Akbar left Fatehpur Sikri in 1585 AD for various conquests and
was in Lahore till 1598 AD. He marched south to supervise
the wars in Deccan on 16th September 1599. After
his successful campaign in the Deccan in 1601, he
replaced the old southern entrance of the Jami
Masjid with the Buland Darwaza, a lofty portal
facing south (Deccan), which also
represents the might, greatness and

Once deserted by Akbar in August 1601, Fatehpur Sikri could
never regain its lost glory. In 1619 AD, plague raged at Agra and
emperor Jahangir (son of Akbar) (1605-1627) stayed at Fatehpur
Sikri for three months. The weighing ceremony to celebrate
28th solar birthday of Prince Khurram (later emperor Shah Jahan)
was held there; Jahangir showed Akbar’s palaces to his son
and paid a visit to the shrine of Shaikh Salim. The Persian New
Year festival in March 1619 AD was followed by continuous
celebrations until Jahangir left for Agra in April 1619 AD. Buildings
erected by Akbar’s nobles, restored and furnished, were used by
nobles of Jahangir. The descendants of the Shaikh, who held
high posts in Jahangir’s reign, occupied the western part behind
the Jami Masjid, expanding it into a prosperous township.
The palaces of Fatehpur Sikri were filled with life only once
again: Muhammad Shah Rangila, was crowned here after the
defeat of his rivals. By this time, the Mughal empire was
disintegrating and crumbling, and losing its erstwhile sheen
and glory. The contemporary political conditions had a worse
effect on the buildings of city. Madho Rao Scindia (1772-1795),
the ruler of Gwalior took some interest in the descendants of
Saint Shaikh Salim. The continued devotion of
both Hindus and Muslims to the shrine of
Shaikh Salim has maintained the flow of
visitors to Fatehpur Sikri.
The East India Company seized Agra in 1803
AD from the dissolving Maratha power and
set up an administrative division at Fatehpur
Sikri, which lasted for 47 years. In the revolt

Buland Darwaza represents the might, greatness and grandeur of Mughal Empire
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Foreign tourists pose for a picture at Shaikh Salim Chishti’s tomb

of 1857 AD, some members of the saint’s family led the popular
upsurge against the British. The Muslim artisans of Fatehpur
Sikri were severely punished for their act; though the families
survived, their dependants were reduced to poverty and south
and west quarters of the mosque became decaying slums.
A systematic scheme to conserve the Fatehpur Sikri
monuments was begun by the British Government in 1876
AD, and repairs were seriously commenced in 1881 AD; but
Entry ticket to monuments (Open from sunrise to sunset)
Entrance Fee: Citizens of India and visitors of SAARC (Bangladesh,
Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Maldives and Afghanistan)
and BIMSTEC Countries (Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka,
Thailand and Myanmar) - `10 per head.
Others: US $ 5 or Indian `250 per head (ASI);
`10 per head (ADA-Agra Development Authority)
` 500 ticket of ADA purchased at Taj Mahal is valid for the
monuments of Agra Fort, Itimadi-ud-daula, Akbar ’s Tomb,
Sikandara and Fatehpur Sikri.
(Children up to 15 years are allowed free entry)

it was also accompanied with some demolition. Lord Curzon
rescued some monuments from private ownership, and
instituted further restoration of certain stone screens. Since
then, the protected monuments have been well maintained
by Archaeological Survey of India.
The ghost town would have been forgotten long ago, but for
the mausoleum of Shaikh Salim Chishti, which continues
to draw a steady stream of tourists, disciples and pilgrims,
from within the country, as well as
abroad, irrespective of cast, creed
and religion. The Fatehpur Sikri’s
group of monuments was inscribed
on the UNESCO’s World Heritage
List in 1986. 
The author is a freelance travel
writer.
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Society has a lot to learn from these
sustainable communities
Shammi Nanda is a film maker who promotes sustainable living. He is a man who
walks the talk. He promotes and talks about issues that he has had first hand experience
with. Starting from experimenting with ‘healthier’ ways of cooking, Nanda moved to
exploring how our food is grown and has been connected with the organic food
movement in India for the last eight years. The healing journey made him look at the
toxic nature of negative emotions related to the food we eat. He discovered Non
Violent Communication (NVC) as a way of allaying conflicts and advocates
homeschooling as a way of learning.
In a freewheeling interview, Shammi Nanda talks to Rajlakshmi PPillai
illai on his idea
about learning, health benefits of organic farming, the need to allow the body to heal
itself, and his dream of creating a space for conflict transformation through NVC.
You have been promoting home
schooling since long. Why do you think
this concept works better than
conventional schooling?
Learning happens when you are allowed
to do what you are inspired to do. Home
schooling or unschooling as it is called,
allows this freedom. The design of a school
is such that there are 30 or more students
sitting in one class, attempting to learn
something that they might not be even
remotely interested in. We do not take into
consideration children’s inspiration or
interest. Homeschooling allows children
the freedom to choose what they want to
learn, when or how they want to learn.
Joy is of utmost importance in learning. If
we support the child in what he wants to
learn, he will learn it well and fast. We
need to trust our children that they are
capable of learning. This is my idea of
learning. This is precisely what home
schooling is all about.

I know of many families who prefer
homeschooling for their children. I am
in touch with them with a view to support
them and offer any skills that I have. I
do this because I feel inspired in their
company. When I see their
children doing what they
want to do, it also
reminds me of my
childhood when I did not
have that choice. In
India, the need for
schools is felt because
we do not have a
community system in our
society. Many parents I have
talked to, given a choice,
would not want to send their
children to schools. It is because
the parents have offices to

attend to and there is nobody at home
to take care of the children, that they
are compelled to send their children to
schools.
In India, in a way, home schooling has
been happening a lot though
unconsciously.
For
example, in tribal
communities, where
a child does not go
to school, it does
not mean he is not
exposed
to
learning. He is
learning many
learnThat
is also
things
such
as
learning.
But
we
do
gathering
food,
not
respect
such kind
growing
vegetables,
of
learning.
us
etc.
For For us

In India, this concept is still looked
upon sceptically. What is the scenario
of homeschooling in India?
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learning means college education.
This thinking began from the days of
British rule where we were made to feel
inferior. We were told that our system
is inferior, our language and clothes are
inferior. The British system was valued.
So for the generation who grew up under
this colonial rule, getting an education
that helped them to become a collector
was important but the generation next
had their own set of beliefs. So for me
the issue is about reclaiming our dignity
and reinstating the faith that our systems
are valuable. There was tremendous
knowledge in ancient India. This
knowledge needs to be passed from
generation to generation. Our children
should be exposed to this vast
knowledge. Thus, for me home schooling
is also about reclaiming that dignity and
faith in our systems.
In India, we still need a certificate to
pursue higher education later or to get
a job.
Yes, I agree that our system needs a
conventional certificate. If a
homeschooled child at 14 wants to learn
literature, he can take the National Open
School Certificate exam and then pursue
literature in any college. I know this boy
who at 15 did not know much reading
and writing but he got interested in
football and wanted to pursue it in
England. He had to learn English, hence
he is now learning it and learning very
fast. He will appear for an exam for the
first time in his life. Then there is this
girl, who did not go to school but wanted
to learn sociology. She appeared for the
national open school certificate exam and
is now trying to enrol in a college in Pune.
So homeschooling is not about shunning
any system but letting the child decide
for himself or herself, with parents being
facilitators.
What are some major problems or short
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comings that you see in the Indian
education system?
The biggest thing is choice. If you are
going to teach the child what he is not
interested in, then it is definitely an
inefficient system. The child is also a
powerful and complete being. Our
problem is that we do not trust the
child’s capability to decide for himself.
Learning that is done in schools is mostly
out of context. The questions of a student
in mountains will be different from that
of a student in a coastal area but the
teacher teaches a syllabus that has been
designed by a central board in Delhi. So
who decides for children? What we need
is dencentralisation of education.
You are a vociferous supporter of organic
farming. When and what triggered this
change in you? What are the benefits
of organic farming that you would like
to share with our readers?
I had asthma and I met nutritionists
Naveena Venkat and her mother Dr.
Vijaya Venkat who promote the concept
that the body is capable of healing itself.
I realised that there is a connection
between my food and my health. I
started following a natural diet. Every
time I fell sick, I started observing my
diet. My visit to organic farms also made
me realise that food can be grown
without using chemicals.
Organic farming is not only beneficial to
consumers but also to those who grow
it. In chemical farming the farmer is
dependent on chemical companies,
which increases his expense. If a plant
is made to grow very fast with
chemicals, it does not have enough time
to absorb all nutrients from the soil, as
a result the food that is grown do not
have many micro nutrients and it is not
healthy. The chemicals spoil the quality
of the soil and when it rains, the
chemicals flow into the rivers, sea and
then the oceans. We are spreading
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toxicity in our environment, our soil and
finally it reaches our body. The soil also
loses its natural capacity to nurture a
plant. It is the same thing with our body.
When we fall sick and take antibiotics,
the body gets used to it and every time
our body falls sick, it asks for more
antibiotics. Genetically modified plants
are another threat, it is feared that such
food can even cause mutation in the body.
As in homeschooling where we trust the
child’s capacity to learn by himself,
organic farming is trusting the nature that
it can grow food on its own.
But is it possible to practise it in urban
life? How can all of us make organic
food a part of our daily life?
I agree it is very difficult but possible.
When I was running the kitchen at FTII
(Film and Television Institute of India),
we met many farmers who had switched
to organic farming, because they could
not afford chemical farming. There is also
this concept called community-supported
agriculture wherein the city community
will pay an advance amount to farmers
to grow organic food. If you want organic
food, you should also be ready to support
it. In Pune organic food can be ordered
through home delivery. I know of a
woman who got into organic food after
her husband died of cancer. Their doctor
had advised him to keep away from
chemical infested food. That inspired her
to get into organic farming. So the
change is happening. Even in cities there
are people who are growing food in their
balconies, on terraces, window grill, etc.
There is this person called Preeti Patil
who promotes urban farming in Mumbai.
You introduced organic food at the FTII
mess. How did the students’ respond
to this concept?
I had made a film ‘Leap of faith’ which
was about three families – one that was
homeschooling its kids, the other was
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into organic farming and the third
practised the alternate way of healing
or self healing. I had shown this film at
FTII and it was a student named Ganesh
who suggested that the institute should
have an organic kitchen. I was there for
two years. We made a lot of changes
like growing food in the unused land in
the campus, composting and more. I
included more vegetables in the menu,
jaggery instead of sugar, herbal tea
instead of regular tea and even serving
fruits for breakfast. It was a good
experience because I saw that people
started questioning their food habits and
observing what they were eating.
Some students liked the concept but
some did not. There were some conflicts
too, but later I realised that the problem
was that we could not handle each other.
The experience taught me to listen to
other people, people who had different
choices. In a way, this experience led
me to NVC or Non Violent
Communication.
Tell us about NVC and the workshops
that you hold on this subject.
At FTII I realised that rather than
understanding their need for taste,
comfort and diversity in food, I was going
on with my belief. I realised I need to
communicate my views differently. A
friend told me about the concept of NVC
and then I attended a NVC convention
at Pondicherry and also interned with a
NVC trainer there for four months. I later
started doing workshops for my friends
and others to share what I had learnt.
NVC has allowed me to have a dialogue
in a different way, where I can
understand the other person’s
perspective. Earlier when I would go to
sleep, I would have somebody to blame
that he or she did some wrong to me. It
no longer happened after I imbibed the
concept of NVC. I have held NVC
workshops in many parts of India and
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recently also in Turkey. During my
workshops, we do role plays like playing
a role of a person with whom one has
had a conflict. This enables the person
to understand the perspective of that
person and this helps in allaying conflicts.
How do you plan to take it forward?
I am inspired by Vinoba Bhave’s Shanti
Sena and Gandhi’s ideas of non violence.
I want to create a space wherein people
can reflect on the idea of conflict
transformation, peace and harmony. We
have Ministry of Defence or Ministry of
Home Affairs, similarly we also need a
Ministry of Peace in this country. Usually
a police force is sent to areas of conflict
instead we should send a group of
volunteers, counsellors who can look at
the root causes of conflict and bring an
end to the issue once and for all.
One interesting concept that I read
was about zero waste that you ensure
during your film making. How did you
achieve that?
Gandhi said, ‘Be the change you wish
to see’. I was filming ‘Leap of faith’ which
talked about sustainability. If I was
making a film on sustainability, then
shouldn’t my film making too be
sustainable? I realised that if I keep buying
mineral water bottles and discard them
in the surroundings or keep throwing
batteries into water sources, I am acting
against the message of my film. So we
made a conscious effort to eat healthy by
cooking our own food, using less plastic
and ensuring zero waste. I also helped
people who wanted to learn film making
or who wanted to learn editing. In the
course of the making of this film, at least
20 people must have learnt film making.
You are also associated with many
sustainable communities. What is it
that society can learn from these
communities?

I have lived in Auroville in Pondicherry
where I got to learn a lot. What they
are practising at Auroville, is almost a
vision for the new world. Then there is
this Learning Societies Network, initiated
by Shikshantar in Udaipur. Shikshantar
is an organisation that works in the field
of education. I am also in touch with
many families who are homeschooling
their children. There is an organic store
in Chennai called ‘Restore’, which I am
associated with.
Society has a lot to learn from these
sustainable communities. It is a daily
struggle for them but they are enjoying
it. Their life sends out a message to all
that there is another world than the one
we know. If a shift towards the alternate
way of living happens, then we have all
these people to thank for. And I firmly
believe that the shift is happening.
“Healthy living” is a concept that we
quite often hear about. How do you
define healthy living?
Healthy living for me is an experiment
with my food. I believe we need to eat
food as close as it is to the way nature
has provided it to us. So I prefer whole
grains, mostly raw, and if I want to
cook, I steam my food as it protects
the enzymes and other nutrients as the
temperature required for steaming is
lower compared to the one required
for cooking. Fruits are our natural food
and I try to have as much fruits as
possible in the morning. I prefer jaggery
instead of sugar and I like to have
unpolished rice and millets. I also keep
my consumption of grains to bare
minimum, not more than 25 per cent
of my meal. In place of oils, I prefer to
use oilseed and nuts like coconut,
sesame and peanuts. I also prefer to
have local and organic food, as I do
not want us to have more carbon
footprint because of our food
transportation. 
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Films that tugged at
your heart
Shoma A. Chatterji talks about two filmmakers whose hard-hitting films dealt with
out-of-the-box people the mainstream hardly knows about. These outstanding films
were the highlights of the 19th Kolkata International Film Festival, which concluded
on 19 November 2013.

T

HE seven-day long 19th Kolkata
International Film Festival
screening programme covered
189 films drawn from among the best
in 63 countries across the world. The
festival paid a tribute to 100 years of
Indian cinema that was represented by
a microcosmic variety of picks mainly
from mainstream Hindi cinema.
Of the eight films featured in the Indian
Select, Manju Borah’s Ko-Yad stands out
firstly because of its language – Mising
is spoken by the Misings, a particular
adivasi group in the North East and
secondly because of the humane touch
the director uses to narrate a tragic
story. Among nine chosen films in the
Asian Select, NRI poet-filmmaker ’s
Papilio Buddha tackles a story about
the violation of human rights of a Dalit

community in the southern parts of India
that focuses on the atrocities committed
against Dalits, women and the
environment. These films are outstanding
because they deal with out-of-the-box
people the mainstream hardly knows
about.
Manju Borah is a filmmaker from Assam
who has made seven full-length feature
films over the past decade beginning
with Baibhab and her films have bagged
six National Awards and several
international accolades. Her latest film
Ko-Yad meaning ‘Whirlpool’ has won two
National
Awards
for
Best
Cinematography and for the Best film
in the Mising language. It also won the
Jury Award at MAMI (Mumbai Academy
of the Moving Image) film festival,
Mumbai, alongside the Best Director

and Best Actor Award at the Ladakh
Film Festival.
“My films are triggered by humane
stories mainly about marginalised
people in society. The Mising
community is the second largest ethnic
group in the North East with a
population of 25 lakh. The film is based
on a novel that was originally written
in Assamese set against the backdrop
of the Mising community of fishermen
and boatmen. The rest of India does
not even know about their existence.
They are marginalised and poor. The
story appealed to me because of its
universal ideology and also because it
became a challenge to explore areas
and people I have not explored before,”
said Manju who personally presented
the film at the festival.

A still from Ko-Yad and Manju Borah (R), director of the film
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The poster of Papilio Buddha and Jayan K. Cherian, the director of the film (R)

Ko-Yad is about a poor man who has
gone through hardships all his life but
is very attached to the boat his father
gave him to make his living. He is
driven to poverty because he has to
borrow and work constantly to fund his
gifted son’s medical education. His
other two children are denied an
education for the same reason. But
when the son becomes a doctor, he
turns his back to the family and goes
away. The other two children make
their own lives. The boat capsizes one
day. It is only his wife who remains
beside him.
“The basic message in the film is
‘nothing is permanent.’ The strong
message in the novel spells out that
people who feel very close to you might
suddenly leave your side without your
even imagining it. No relationships, with
fellow humans or even objects you have
become close to, are lasting
relationships because they are like
bubbles that might burst any time,” says
Manju. She shot the entire film in the
interiors of a Mising village within a brief
span of 22 days using local people who
had never faced the movie camera in
their lives as her cast. “We organised a
six-week acting workshop to prep them
up. I did not want to make the film too
long and kept the footage within 90
minutes”, Manju sums up.
The film begins with Paukam as a little
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boy who, along with his mother, is
thrown out of their house by his father
who has taken another woman. They
take shelter in his mother’s natal home
but constant harassment by the men in
the village and the potshots by her
brother’s wife culminating in her rape
by her employer force her to commit
suicide. Paukam is taken away by his
father but his step-mother forces the
father to let him go. The father gives
him a boat which becomes the anchor
in his life. But does it?

“The basic message in
the film is ‘nothing is
permanent.’ No
relationships, with
fellow humans or even
objects you have
become close to, are
lasting relationships
because they are like
bubbles that might
burst any time,”
says Manju.

Papilio Buddha is written and directed
by Jayan K. Cherian. “Papilio
Buddha is inspired by several events
that happened in various Dalit
communities in Kerala, including their
struggle for land in places such
as Chengara, Meppadi,
and Muthanga, and its effect on the
Dalit population. I travelled all over
Kerala and tried to integrate real life
experiences of Dalits, after talking to
them. The
film
was
shot
i n M u t h a n g a i n Wayanad district,
Kerala. Principal photography for the
film was completed in 19 days,” said
the director. The stor y deals with
discrimination
against
landless Dalits and the politics of
suppression of their struggle against the
upper castes and other powerful
elements locally.
A fictitious Dalit settlement called
Meppara forms the backdrop of the film.
A group of untouchables in the Western
Ghats of India are forced out of their
land and convert to Buddhism to escape
from tremendous caste oppression. They
set out to explore their new identity
based on Ambedkarism while fighting
an ongoing land struggle that is the
touchstone of their already oppressed
lives. The story begins as a point-of-view
perspective of Sankaran, a young man
who is a Jawaharlal University drop-out.
He finds himself trapped by questions
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that juxtapose his insecurity and
reticence against his father Kandal
Kariyan’s deep-rooted faith and
conviction.
Papilio Buddha was denied censor
certification by the Central Board of Film
Certification (CBFC). Cherian says, “The
Board listed a number of reasons for
denying the certification based on its
archaic set of guidelines designed to give
overwhelming dominance for the state.
Most of the objections are about
denigrating Gandhi, Ayyankali, Buddha
et al. The perceived denigration seems
to be coming from the realistic
treatment of the climax scene - Dalits’
agitation and their confrontation with
the police who use force to evict them.”
The immediate inspiration for Papilio
Buddha, the name of an endangered
butterfly species in Kerala, is traced back
to a news report about the Dalit Human
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Rights Movement (DHRM) the police
had wrongly identified as a ‘terrorist
movement’. In reality, it is essentially a
non-violent, peaceful movement that is
trying to assert the rights of Dalits to a
life of dignity, to encourage education
among Dalits and to support subaltern
struggles for basic human rights in
Kerala. Cherian says that he had closely
observed Dalit and Adivasi movements
in India and discovered how the
Establishment and other affluent,
powerful and vested interests plotted
constantly to grab tribal and Dalit land
for capitalist expansion in ingenuously
calculating and openly oppressive ways.
“I spent several months in Kerala with
the Dalits and the Adivasis trying to
learn their culture, religion and politics
before I even decided to make the film”,
he says. It features Sreekumar, David
Briggs and Saritha Sunil in the lead roles
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while Padmapriya, Prakash Bare and
Thampy Antony play supporting roles.
Kerala-based environmentalist Kallen
Pokkudan has appeared in an important
role in the film. Cherian has used 150
Adivasis. The cinematography is by
M. J. Radhakrishnan. 
The writer is a freelance journalist, film
scholar and author. She has authored 17
published titles and won the National
Award for Best Writing on Cinema twice.
She won the UNFPA-Laadli Media Award,
2010 for ‘commitment to addressing and
analysing gender issues’ among many
awards. She is
c u r r e n t l y
Senior Research
Fellow, ICSSR,
D
e
l
h
i
researching the
politics
of
presentation of
working women
in post-colonial
Bengali cinema
1950 to 2003.
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Navy Day – celebration of valour
On 4 December 1971, in a daring operation, the Indian Navy attacked the Pakistan Navy
in Karachi with surface-to-surface-missiles. This day is observed as the Navy Day.
Brigadier Suresh Chandra Sharma (retd) narrates the heroic operation and hails the
sailors whose valour and endeavour pushed the ships and machines to their technical limits.

G

EOGRAPHY has bestowed on
India the destiny of a maritime
power. The peninsula juts out a
thousand miles into the ocean and has
eleven major, twenty intermediate and
two hundred thriving minor ports. India
has the capability to dominate the Indian
Ocean. We had developed the direction
finding instrument, Matsya Yantra, and
had discovered the secret of monsoons
to travel to Africa and back. India’s
maritime history dates back 2500 years.
The Maurya Emperor had an organisation
devoted to ships and the Chola kings
had monopoly of sea trade in the Indian
Ocean. The flourishing sea trade
brought good revenue and helped to
establish Indian influence in South East
Asia. More recently, no ship could ply
on the Western Coast without a permit
from Maratha Admiral Kanhoji Angre.
Invasions from the North West and
internal wars weakened the Indian
kingdoms and the sea supremacy passed
on to the Arabs and later to the
European powers. India’s ability to build
ships was well recognised and Ardaseer
Cursetjee Wadia built ships for the East
India Company. He was the first Indian
to be elected Fellow of the Royal Society
(FRS). The national anthem of USA, the
Star Spangled Banner was written on
the ship Minden, built at Bombay
Dockyard by Wadia.
The Royal Marine Corps was raised for
the defence of India. It took part in mine
sweeping task along Bombay and Aden
coasts in World War I and was
reconstituted as the Royal Indian Navy
(RIN) on 2 October 1934. It took part
in World War II and two officers of the
42

AK Class Missile Boats

RIN, Lt (later Vice Admiral) Krishnan
and Engineer Lt (later Vice Admiral) D
Shankar
were
awarded
the
Distinguished Service Cross, a gallantry
award.
Release of a large number of officers and
men after the war led to severe
discontentment. Low pay and pension,
poor quality of food and ill treatment by
some British officers touched a flash
point and precipitated a mutiny on the
ship Talwar on 18 February 1946. It
spread to other ships and
establishments. The mutineers
surrendered on appeal from Jawaharlal
Nehru and Sardar Patel. Remedial
measures were taken as per
recommendations of a Commission of
Enquir y. Officers who were to be

released were offered short service
commissions. The mutiny accelerated
the process of gaining independence. On
India becoming a Republic, the prefix
Royal was dropped. The first operation
undertaken by the Indian Navy (IN) was
liberation of Goa. An aircraft carrier
Vikrant and Fleet Air Arm were added
in 1961 which extended the reach of
the Indian navy to the entire Indian
Ocean.
In Indo-Pakistan War of 1965, the fleet
was given an emotional farewell on 10
September to provide air strikes at sea.
At this juncture, the Navy was directed
by the Government not to operate north
of the latitude of Porbandar. The Navy
Chief, Admiral B S Soman, protested but
was overruled by the Prime Minister.
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Proj 205 Missile Boats

Pakistan was well aware that the aircraft
carrier Vikrant and cruiser Delhi were
undergoing maintenance and the bulk
of the IN fleet was in the Bay of Bengal.
On 7 September, Pakistan Navy,
disguised as merchant ships bombarded
Dwarka. There was much consternation
and frustration amongst the officers and
men of the navy for not being allowed
to take any action against the Pakistan
Navy due to restrictions by the
Government.
War clouds had started gathering in East
Pakistan in April 1971 and Admiral S.
M. Nanda, the Chief of Naval Staff
(CNS), was determined that the navy
should carry out its due role in the war.
The aircraft carrier Vikrant suffered from
leaks in its boiler tubes, and some
officers thought it to be more of a
liability. However with some innovation
and sea trials it was confirmed that
Vikrant could run at reduced speed.
Other ships were also checked and made
battle worthy. After taking approval of
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, the CNS
called a conference of his directors and
announced his plan to attack Karachi.
The Russian missile boats which lacked
the range were to be towed close to
Karachi port by another ship. Many
officers including Vice Admiral Kohli,
Western Fleet Commander, expressed
doubts about the feasibility of the
audacious operation. Admiral Nanda
called all the captains of the ships. Live
exercises removed all doubts and the
fleet got ready to launch the attack.
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Nanda allotted Vikrant to the Eastern
Fleet. Pakistan submarine Ghazi entered
the Bay of Bengal on 20 November
with a mission of sinking Vikrant. Aware
of the threat from Ghazi, the C-in-C of
the Eastern Command, Vice-Admiral
Krishnan DSC, implemented a
deception plan. Vikrant sailed to
Andamans and INS Rajput posed as
Vikrant by creating appropriate radio
traffic and orders for supplies. On 3
December, Ghazi which was shadowing
Rajput hit a mine and was blown up.
The danger of Ghazi having been
eliminated, Admiral Krishnan sent a
message to the fleet “I have a dead Pakistani submarine,
Ghazi, lying at my feet. This is the time
to do and dare. Motto for Eastern Fleet
is Attack, Attack, and Attack.” This
directive resulted in attacks on Chittagong
and Cox’s Bazaar which conveyed clearly
to the Pakistan High Command that their
escape route was cut off and they had
no choice but to surrender. This may
have shortened the war and saved us of
a few additional days of the devastating
effects of the war.
On the West Coast, Killer Squadron
comprising OSA class missile boats
sailed out under Commander B. B. Yadav
on 3 December. The boats were refueled
midway.
Pakistani destroyer Khaibar intercepted
a radio conversation but could not
understand the language, as the Indian
crew was talking in Russian language.
Pakistani ship Khaibar was attacked and
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sunk. The strike on Karachi was carried
out on Night 4-5 December. Pakistan
Navy took it to be an air attack and
opened up with anti-aircraft guns. The
C- in-C Pakistan Air Force conveyed to
the Navy Chief -”Well, old boy, this
happens in war. I am sorry, your ships
were sunk.” Merchant Ship Challenger
carrying ammunition for the Pakistan
armed forces, PNS Shajehan and a
minesweeper PNS Muhafiz were
attacked and sunk. In another attack on
Night of 8-9 December reserve fuel
tanks were destroyed. On 9 December,
Pakistani submarine PNS Hangor sank
the frigate INS Khukri in the Arabian
Sea resulting in a loss of 18 officers and
176 sailors. Captain Mulla, the captain
of Khukri, supervised the evacuation and
went down with the ship in the best
traditions of the IN.
Commander Yadav and Commander K P
Gopal Rao were awarded MVC and Lt
Commander I J Sharma and Lt
Commander B N Kavina were awarded
Vr C.
The Indian Navy celebrates 4 December
as Navy Day.
The writer has served in the Army for
30 years. Post
retirement he
served
the
telecom industry with multinational and Indian corporates.
He is also a
freelance journalist and has
interests in national security
issues.
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Unsung heroes of Indian
aviation
All of us know the Wright brothers as the inventors of aeroplane. But how many of
us are aware that it was an Indian who created an aircraft years before the Wrights,
inspired by another fellow Indian who studied the thousand-year-old treatise on
aeronautics by Sage Bharadwaj? B. M. N. Murthy profiles the extraordinary work
of these two pioneers who deserve to be recognised and lauded not just in India
but worldwide.
“Full many a gem of purest
ray serene
The dark unfathomed caves of
ocean bear
Full many a flower is born to
blush unseen
And waste its fragrance in the
desert air”
–Thomas Gray

W

HEN I read these immortal
lines of the poet in his ‘Elegy
Written in a Country
Churchyard”, I recollected the life and
achievements of two of the greatest
scientists of our country who remain
unnoticed, unrecognised and
unhonoured in their own land of birth
even today. One is Anekal Subbaraya
Shastry of Bangalore (1866-1940)
who pioneered the study of
aeronautics in accordance with the
magnificent treatise on aeronautics
written in Sanskrit by sage
Bharadwaja thousands of years ago
and called it.
‘Brihad Vaimanika Shastra’. The
other is S. B. Talpade (1864-1916)
from Mumbai who had flown the first
unmanned aircraft built by himself
called ‘Marut Sakha’ to a height of
1,500 feet on the Chowpatty Beach,
Bombay in 1895 before it crashed;
eight years before the Wright
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Brothers flew a manned aircraft in
America on 17th December 1903.

Anekal Subbaraya Shastry
Anekal Subbaraya Shastry was born in
a village called Tagare in Anekal Taluk,
Bangalore in 1866. His parents were
Lakshsamma and Krishna Shastry— a
pious and devout Brahmin couple.
Krishna Shastry was an erudite Vedic
scholar. He was extremely poor and it
was a day-to-day struggle for existence
for him to maintain the family. In
keeping with the then prevailing
tradition, he got Subbaraya married to

Anekal Subbaraya Shastry, pioneer
in the science of aviation

Nanjamma in Anekal when the boy was
just eight years old. Sometime after his
marriage, Subbaraya contacted leprosy,
considered contagious. Oppressed both
physically and mentally, he even tried
to commit suicide. One day, in 1890
at the age of 24, he left the house
and moved out to an unknown
destination without informing anyone.
He roamed from place to place and
finally landed on the slopes of a thick
forest in Kolar district. He lived
wandering in the forest for nine years,
subsisting on whatever he could get in
the form of vegetables, fruits etc.,
available in that forest area.
Extremely exhausted and thirsty, one
day he went to a river side to drink
water. Suddenly he felt giddy and lost
consciousness and fell into the river.
When he regained consciousness and
woke up, he found himself on the banks
of the river at a distance in the midst
of beautiful natural surroundings. He
saw a great sage in front of him who
blessed him. This blessing had the
effect of curing Shastry of his leprosy.
Thereafter he spent sometime in the
company of the sage. It was this
unknown sage who initiated Shastry
into Vedantic wisdom and taught him
the famous Vedantic treatise on
aeronautics “Brihad Vaimanika
Shastra”, in addition to teaching him
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the secrets of Shastras like Bhautika
Kala Nidhi and Jala Tantra.
The Brihad Vaimanika Shastra is a
monumental treatise on aeronautics
written in Sanskrit thousands of years
ago by sage Bharadwaja. It consists of
3,000 shlokas (verses) and 500 sutras
(aphorisms) like grammarian Panini’s
Ashtadhyayi. The very first sutra defines
an aircraft when it states ‘Vegasamyath
Vimanah Andajam iti’ which means ‘An
aircraft is like a flying bird’. The treatise
describes in detail the construction and
manufacture of an aircraft with all the
relevant drawings, different types of
aircrafts, metals used in the
manufacture, varieties of machines and
yantras required etc., including details
of dress to be worn by the pilot while
flying etc. A condensed version of the
treatise is available in the Oriental
Library, Baroda.
After Shastry was given sufficient
instructions on the Vimana Shastra and
allied sciences, the sage asked him to
return home and live his life as a
householder. In keeping with the
advice, Shastry returned to Anekal and
spent the next 25 years of his life there.
It is only in the last few years that he
shifted to Bangalore. When Shastry’s
name and achievements spread by word
of mouth, several leading scientists of
the country such as Sir Jagadish
Chandra Bose, Sir C.V.Raman went to
Anekal and got enlightened by Shastry’s
Vedic knowledge on aeronautics. It is
learnt that it was at the instance ofBose
that Shastry agreed to share this rare
knowledge and gave some details about
his career and the knowledge that he
had acquired from the sage. As he was
not well read nor did he write down
anything, he dictated whatever he had
learnt to Gotur Venkatachala Sharma,
an erudite Sanskrit scholar. Sharma
took down all these dictations during a
five-year period between 1918 and
1923. In the early seventies,
G.R.Josyer of the International Academy
of Sanskrit in Mysore brought out the
English translation of Sharma’s book.

ONE INDIA ONE PEOPLE

December

In his introduction to the book, Josyer
confirms that Shastry dictated the
treatise to Gotur Venkatachala Sharma.
Anekal Subbaraya Shastry passed away
in 1940—unrecognised, unhonoured
and unsung in his own motherland.

S. B. Talpade, world’s first creator of
an aircraft

S.B.Talpade
The credit for putting India on the top
in the history of world aviation belongs
to a Bombay based scientist
S.B.Talpade. He was the first to fly an
unmanned aircraft to a height of 1,500
feet before it crashed. This feat was
achieved by him at the Chowpatty
Beach, Bombay in 1895, eight years
before the launch of the world’s first
manned aircraft into space in America
on 17 December 1903.
Shivkar Bapuji Talpade was born in
1864 in a locality known as Dukkurwadi
in Bombay. He hailed from a
Maharashtrian family. He was a wellread scholar in Sanskrit, well versed in
most of the Sanskrit scriptures. Right
from his younger days he used to evince
a lot of interest in flying and flight
mechanics. When he heard about the
great aviation treatise ‘Brihad
Vaimanika Shastra’ of sage
Bharadwaja, he cherished a desire to
study it under a scholar who could teach
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him about it. At that time Anekal
Subbaraya Shastry was the only known
person who was knowledgeable about
it and who could teach. Talpade was
keen on going to Shastry at Anekal and
study. But since he hailed from a poor
family he could not afford it. Fortunately
he came in contact with the Maharaja
of Baroda Sayyaji Rao Gaekwad,
himself a great supporter of sciences
in India. The Maharaja volunteered to
assist Talpade in the acquisition of this
rare knowledge. Talpade’s joy knew no
bounds when he felt he could realise
his long cherished desire to fly an
aircraft. He wasted no time in getting
lessons from Shastry and finally built
his own aircraft in Bombay as per the
guidelines from the Vaimanika Shastra.
The D-Day finally arrived sometime in
1895 when the first flying machine built
by Talpade and named ‘Marut Sakha’
(Friend of the Wind) took off from
ground before a large scholarly audience
at the Chowpatty beach in Bombay.
The witnesses to this rare event
included the famous nationalist and
freedom fighter Justice M.G.Ranade
and the Maharaja of Baroda. The
aircraft took off to a height of 1,500
feet before it crashed. The event was
reported with pride and jubilations by
the Marathi newspaper from Poona
‘Kesari’ founded by Lokamanya Bal
Gangadhar Tilak. Talpade was profusely
congratulated by Justice Ranade and the
Maharaja.
However, the success of the Indian
scientists was not liked by the British
Government who arrested Talpade on
some flimsy grounds. However, Talpade
was soon released due to the
intervention of some influential leaders.
The British Government also warned
of dire consequences such as
withholding the Privy Purse to the
Maharaja of Baroda, if he continued to
assist Talpade. In the meanwhile,
Talpade lost his wife and was not in a
frame of mind to continue his work with
(Continued on page 47)
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Gharana – Kirana & JaipurAtrauli
Latha Venkatraman traces the journey of Kirana and Jaipur-Atrauli gharanas and their
stalwarts who have contributed richly to Indian classical music.

E

VERY year sometime around
September, a night long
Hindustani classical music
programme is held inside an ancient
sprawling house in a village in north
Karnataka. You enter the 300-year-old
Nadgir Wade at Kundgol and you are
greeted by a large framed portrait of
Abdul Karim Khan.
This illustrious vocalist is the founder of
Kirana gharana. Abdul Karim Khan came
from the town of Kairana in Uttar
Pradesh and therefore the name Kirana.
Abdul Karim Khan would often stop at
Nadgir Wade on his way to or back from
the Mysore Court, a major patron of
classical music.
What sets Abdul Karim Khan apart from
the other musical greats of his time is
the influence of Carnatic music that
moulded his vocalism.
In the early part of the 20th century a
chance meeting of Ustad Abdul Karim
and Sawai Gandharva started the journey
of the guru and shishya who were the
stalwarts of this gharana.
Nadgir Wade is the place where Sawai
Gandharva visited and taught his
students – Gangubai Hangal, Feroze
Dastur, Basavaraj Rajguru and Bhimsen
Joshi, all of them maestros of the Kirana
style of singing.
As these stalwarts were from the HubliDharwad region, a large number of
musicians in that area inevitably took
to Kirana gharana.
According to musicologists, in Kirana
style of khayal singing the vocalists place
a lot of emphasis on alaap, slightly
varying from the alaap singing of Gwalior
gharana.
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Mogubai Kurdikar

Kesarbai Kerkar

Popular ragas of Kirana are Todi, Darbari
Kanhara, Multani, Shuddha Kalyan and
Komal-Rishabh Asavari.
As Abdul Karim Khan, the founder of this
gharana was influenced by Carnatic
music, this style of singing has many
features of the Carnatic vocalism.
The taans used by the vocalists of Kirana
style are often in swar though many
singers have chosen to opt for alaap.
Abdul Karim Khan comes from a family
of musicians. His father Kale Khan was
the son of Ghulam Ali who along with
Ghulam Maula were famous musicians
of their time. Many of Abdul Karim
Khan’s uncles were also well-known
vocalists. He not only received training
in vocals but also in sarangi, veena, sitar
and tabla. He was also influenced by
Rehmat Khan of Gwalior gharana.
Abdul Karim Khan’s famous disciples
include his son Sureshbabu Mane and
Hirabai Badodekar.
Rambhau Kundgolkar, also famously
known as Sawai Gandharva, was one of
the foremost disciples of Abdul Karim
Khan. He was the guru of four main

Ashwini Bhide

stalwarts of Kirana gharana - Bhimsen
Joshi, Gangubai Hangal, Firoz Dastur and
Basavaraj Rajguru.
Bhimsen Joshi, one of the towering
personalities of the Indian music scene,
travelled all over India in search of a
guru. After stints with many gurus he
came back to his home town Gadag in
North Karnataka and became a disciple
of Sawai Gandharva, who was staying
at Kundgol, a near-by town.
Gangubai Hangal’s initial training was
in Carnatic music but soon turned to
Hindustani music. Those days she would
travel to Kundgol daily from Hubli where
she resided for her music training under
Sawai Gandharva.
Another Kirana gharana stalwart,
Basavraj Rajguru’s contribution to the
gharana singing came from his dedicated
mentoring of several students over the
years of his musical career.
Torchbearers of this gharana are M
Venkatesh Kumar, Mashkoor Ali Khan,
Vinayak Torvi, Jayateerth Mevundi,
Anand Bhate, Kaivalyakumar Gurav, a
student of his grandfather Ganpatrao
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Sawai Gandharva

Gurav, one of the earliest students of
Abdul Karim Khan.

Jaipur-Atrauli gharana
Alladiya Khan was singularly instrumental
in laying the path to Jaipur-Atrauli
gharana style of singing just as Abdul
Karim Khan did for Kirana gharana.
His initial training was in Dhrupad vocal
music followed by Khayal singing from
his uncle Jehangir Khan of Agra gharana.
He is known to have developed his own
style of singing during his performing
years.
Jaipur gharana, also known as JaipurAtrauli gharana, is known for its
preference for rare and complex ragas.
Also, there is a preference for
combination ragas such as Savani Nat,
Basanti Kedar, Bageshri Bahar among
others.

Another distinctive feature of JaipurAtrauli gharana is the rendering of
complex taans, or closely knit melodic
phrases, in an extremely fast tempo.
“The outstanding feature of Jaipur
gayaki, which makes is sound different
from other schools, is the feeling of
continuits in the sur because of the
amazing breath control displayed by
almost all the musicians, with the
notable exception of Mallikarjun
Mansoor,” says musicologist Kumar
Prasad Mukherji in his book The Lost
World of Hindustani Music.
Some of the leading stalwarts of this
gharana are Kesarbai Kerkar,
Shamsuddin Burji Khan, Badruddin
Manji Khan, Mogubai Kurdikar,
Mallikarjun Mansur, Wamanrao
Sadolikar, Kamal Tambe and Wamanrao
Deshpande.
Kesarbai Kerkar who hailed from Goa
spent some initial years looking for an
ideal guru. She finally approached
Alladiya Khan, who laid down several
conditions to teach her. She spent
several years training under him and had
some extremely strenuous sessions
learning this gayaki.
Mallikarjun Mansur had his initial training
in Carnatic music. He had training under
Alladiya Khan’s son Burji Khan. Mansur
went on to become quite a popular
khayal vocalist. His son Rajashekhar
Mansur is carrying on his legend both
as a performer as well as a guru training
other singers.
Mogubai Kurdikar had a very sweet voice
and was an extremely tough teacher.

Unsung heroes of Indian aviation
(Continued from page 45)
no one to support. It is learnt that with
a view to discharging the loans he had
raised towards his dream project,
Talpade had to sell the salvage
materials of ‘Marut Sakha’ to Raleigh
Bros, a British firm. Thus ended the
saga of a glorious beginning on a sad
note.
ONE INDIA ONE PEOPLE
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With a view to giving wide publicity to
the glorious achievements of
S.B.Talpade and emphasise the
importance of Vedic wisdom even in
sciences, several Indian intellectuals
and scholars got together and honoured
Talpade with the title ‘Vidya Prakasha
Pradeep”. 

2013

Mallikarjun Mansur was a leading
stalwart of Jaipur gharana

Leading her disciple list is her daughter
Kishori Amonkar, one of the important
torchbearers of this style of singing.
The other major torchbearer of this
gharana is the hugely popular vocalist
Ashwini Bhide Deshpande, a disciple of
her mother Manik Bhide, a foremost
student of Kishori Amonkar.
Other contemporary Jaipur-Atrauli
singers include Dhondutai Kulkarni,
Shruti Sadolikar Katkar, Aarti Ankalikar
Tikekar, Manjari Asnare Kelkar, Vijaya
J a d h a v
Ghatlewar, Aditya
Khandwe among
others.
The writer is an
independent
journalist and a
student of music.

The writer, a retired senior engineer
from the Life
Insurance Corporation of India, is a prolific
writer.
He
writes
regularly on Indian
heritage, tradition,
vedic
wisdom, etc. If
you wish to be
on his mailing
list,
contact
him
at
bmnmurty@gmail.com
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The ground beneath the last hurrah
Days before his final test match, Sachin Tendulkar ensured the entrance to Wankhede
stadium is wheelchair-friendly for his mother’s visit. Malay Desai talked to some some
cricket-crazy persons with disability to know what they felt about this gesture…

I

T’s a weekend of many firsts. It’s the
first time in this decade that a cricket
test is getting the attention, it is a
first when millions are watching one
man spend his last days at work… and
it should just be the first time many of
them, mostly grown-ups, will find
themselves crying, either in solitude or
in full public view when the man makes
the long walk back home. That said, in
a non-descript entrance to the nucleus
of this all, the Wankhede stadium of
Mumbai, his mother has been making
her first trip in 25 years to watch him
play. Facilitating her wheelchair up to
the President’s Box is a specially
installed ramp, because, well, she’s
Sachin Tendulkar’s mother.
To point out that this usually isn’t the
case for commoners and to question this
preferential treatment will only be a
folly. A cricketer who’s played for the
time he has and has become nothing
less than an institution is entitled to
move mountains for his octogenarian
mother Rajni, a wheelchair user. And
as we saw from the first day’s play, even
Tendulkar’s coach, Ramakant Achrekar
didn’t mind the ramp while being
wheelchaired up the stadium.
That said, it’s an important moment to
notice that the prime enclosure of this
stadium, which also houses the
headquarters of the richest sporting
body of the world, was not equipped to
carry a wheelchair user. And that’s not
really shocking.
Truth is, we live amidst an infrastructure
where public transport, most government
offices and places of leisure are not
friendly toward persons with disability –
whether wheelchair users or not;
sporting venues is still a long shot. We
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are also amidst a culture where ramps
get installed, lifts get setup and railings
emerge overnight if influential powers
want them to. Not that it’s comforting,
but this tendency to wield one’s
importance in the public sphere is a
universal truth, although India doesn’t
rank too high in being disability friendly.
Prasad Phanasgaonkar, a Mumbaikar
with quadriplegia who designs travelfriendly wheelchairs, compares the
Master Blaster to Stephen Hawking
while talking of influence. “Tendulkar,
Stephen Hawkins are people who have
the power to have wheelchair
accessibility in institutions reluctant to
implement guidelines. Such institutions
have a mindset of making temporary
ramps but aren’t really concerned. Their
attitude becomes our problem, not
theirs.”
And attitude it is, that shows its not-sopretty face in Indian cities. So while
trains and buses have mandatory
reservations for persons with disability,
that the authorities don’t do much to
improve accessibility to railway stations
and at bus stops is an attitude problem.
Nilesh Singit, a disability rights
advocate, consultant and someone who
lives with cerebral palsy (a group of
movement disorders caused by damage
to the brain) is more vocal over this
moot point. “Sachin may not be aware
but there are many persons with disability
who are his fans. Spare a thought for
those who’ve been born blind, have
never seen him play but still continue to
love him. Let’s not forget he is a
Member of Parliament. If he truly
wishes, he can make the right moves
towards making sporting venues more
accessible.” It’s not just about a ramp,

A specially installed ramp at Wankhade
stadium for Sachin Tendulkar’s
mother, a wheel chair user.

we realise after speaking with him,
what about the toilets? In fact, when
was the last time you came across a
urinal with wheelchair access?
As the last hurrahs are made at
Wankhede this weekend and a legend
bows out on a high, it will take a while
to sink in that there might not be
another Sachin Tendulkar. But the worry
that there might not be another ramp
at an Indian cricket stadium is more
fearsome for many.
(The above article is a part of the THISABILITY series, an initiative of NGO,
TRINAYANI, founded by Ritika Sahni and
working towards disability awareness
and support. Visit www.trinayani.org o r
write
to
them
a t trinayani.contact@gmail.com) 
This is a part of a series of articles that
celebrate
the intriguing lives
of persons with disabilities. This is an initiative of Trinayani which is a not-forprofit advocacy trust founded by Ritika
Sahni. Trinayani works towards Disability Awareness and Support, communicating through workshops/seminars, print,
radio, films and other electronic media.
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I

N this book, the author, after tracing
the history of British efforts to open
up to Tibet, board room drawing of
McMahon line without physical
verification on ground, discusses at
length his thesis that Sino-Indian border
war was largely a result of Mao’s effort
to reassert his full control on policy
making towards India.
Let us examine this thesis of the author
a little more in detail. It is well known
that Mao launched his “Great Leap
Forward” Policy in February 1958, which
aimed to surpass British industrial
production within 15 years; through a
commune system he expected food
production to increase “manifold…to
make China into a heaven of
abundance.” Instead of that miracle
taking place, thousands died of hunger,
estimated death of Chinese is between
40 to 50 million. For that by January
1962 at a 7,000 cadre conference, Mao
came under attack; hence, he decided
to temporarily retire. But as the author
says: “By the Fall of 1962, Mao would
return with a bang. The conflict with
India was closely linked with his
comeback.”
There was also an internal debate in
favour of theory of “Three
Reconciliation and one Reduction” as
it came to be called. It referred
reconciliation with the US, the Soviet
Union and India, with an emphasis on
‘peaceful coexistence’ and Reduction
referred to reduction of expenditure on
foreign policy. In his arguments with
Khrushchev, as author points out, that
Mao had ‘rejected possibility of
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peaceful transition of bourgeois regimes
like Nehru’s to proletarian dictatorship
by revolution.’
By September 1962 Mao was in
complete control of India’s policy. India’s
swift takeover of Goa had its impact
on Mao’s thinking. Hence, there was
an increased Chinese pressure on India
to negotiate. In the absence of Indian
readiness to negotiate, on 6 October,
China decided to go to war. Chinese
then got accurate intelligence that
Indians are planning to attack on the
Thagla Ridge on 10 October. Mao,
then had said: “It seems like armed
coexistence won’t work….Nehru really
wants to use force….He always wanted
to seize Aksai Chin and Thagla Ridge.”
Yes, Nehru and his close advisers, who
created a scenario to fight Chinese,
without any military, strategic planning
on the assumption that China, would
not fight with India. You do not fight a
war, what China described as a ‘massive
attack’ with “total lack of preparedness
of the troops in terms of armament,
ammunition, clothing and food supply.
All this was done in the name of
protecting the McMahon Line drawn by
Henry McMahon to define boundaries
between British India and an
independent Tibet—with Chinese
representative participating. Krishna
Menon as Defence Minister did not take
trouble to protect McMahon Line in the
West when Chinese occupied Aksai
Chin. Author remarks: “Delhi had made
a fool of itself by not having noticed
the occupation of Aksai Chin for several
years…” Krishna Menon thought
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something had to be done “a sort of
psychological
and
political
compensation.” Thus he launched
“Forward Policy.” While Chinese said
they did not recognise McMahon Line,
for India, the McMahon Line was
sacrosanct; but in the eastern sector,
India moved north of it in the Thagla
Ridge. Chinese wanted to enforce
India’s respect to the McMahon Line
as Mao was looking for an excuse. War
followed; Sir Henry McMahon must
never have envisaged that a “hurriedly
conducted survey” would trigger a war
one day! India could have protected
McMahon Line, in the 1950’s by
taking a firm stand against Chinese
violation of Tibetan independent/
autonomous status. McMahon Line’s
status is closely linked to Tibetan
status. India could have tried to
physically demarcate India-China
borders based on McMahon maps.
Hence, India must take much of the
blame for not seeking to transfer
McMahon’s “thick red line on a map”
on the ground by physical demarcation
soon after independence. Let Indian
leaders declassify the entire Henderson
Brooks Report on Himalayan Blunder
so that nation can know the exact
truth. 
Dr. P. M. Kamath, formerly Professor of
Politics in Department of Civics & Politics,
University of Mumbai, currently, Hon.
Director, VPM’s Centre for International
Studies (Regd), and Adjunct Professor,
Department
of
Geopolitics
and
International
Relations,
Manipal
University, Manipal. His most recent
edited book is, India-China Relations: An
Agenda for Asian Century (New Delhi:
Gyan Publishers, 2011)
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YOUTH VOICE

Why the need and desire
to ‘show
show
?
show-- off
off’?
Pratik Mantri is a freelance writer based in Ahmedabad, Gujarat. His dream is to
see India as a poverty-free nation. He loves to read, write and follow sports and
politics closely.

H

OLLYWOOD actor Will Smith
once said, “Too many people
spend money they haven’t
earned to buy things they don’t need to
impress people they don’t like”. This
quote has become a reality especially
in today’s world in which big cars and
luxury gadgets are mostly brought to
show your neighbour that you are doing
well in your life. There is complete
absence of ‘prioritising’ and ‘living
within oneself ’. With this, life has
become much more complicated than
it was earlier. Materialism has crept in
our minds putting pressure on us to earn
big so that we can spend it big time.
People today are driven by a rage to
impress others, proving a point or two,
keeping up with the pace in social
circles. I fail to comprehend this,
because you get highly worked up
earning the money and then fret over
the ways to spend it. I believe none of
those activities give you the satisfaction
which you secretly crave for.
I know a lot of men who say ‘My image
will take a beating if I drive a small car’;
‘I need to buy an expensive phone to
suit my status’. I cannot figure out why
he perceives that his image will be
judged on the basis of his car or his
phone or other expensive possessions and
not his character. As a result, those men
want a bigger car which puts in a lot of
pressure on his finances and in the
process there are no savings. All this,
just for the sake of impressing the people
who see them for two minutes arriving
and departing. Same is the case with
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I know a lot of men
who say ‘My image
will take a beating if I
drive a small car’; ‘I
need to buy an
expensive phone to
suit my status’. I
cannot figure out why
he perceives that his
image will be judged
on the basis of his car
or his phone or other
expensive
possessions and not
his character.

women, they buy high end clothes, bags
and what not just to keep up in their
respective social circles. Their worth is
in congruence to their material holdings.
Even in marriages people look for a bride/
groom who has achieved big
academically or professionally and not
look for the character, his/her values,
other qualities etc. which I believe are
more important than anything else. This
is nothing but a rat race.
This desire to impress others stems
from a kind of ‘insecurity’. Such people
need admiration or a sort of an approval
from their friends and others to put to
rest self doubts and the lack of self
esteem that they carry with them all
the time. Studies have proven that
people who are more attracted
towards amassing material wealth for
indulging in ‘show-off ’, lack
satisfaction and mostly they keep on
complaining about how others have a
better wife, children, car etc, and
much more. These people live in a
cocoon and a prison surrounded by
their own perceptions. They think they
have ‘a life’ but they seriously need
‘to get a life’.
We, as human beings, need to constantly
evolve and look into the areas to improve
ourselves and this is where we can
probably help ourselves by just confining
to our own needs and remain satisfied,
happy and contented in life. Money can
buy you most things but not satisfaction
and happiness. And happiness is the true
essence of life. The actual joy of life is
being what you are. 
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Benefits beyond
boundaries
National parks and sanctuaries are currently seen as impediments in
the lives of those living around the parks because they get ‘nothing’
from them, in terms of cash income. We need to turn the antagonism
into whole-hearted support by ‘employing’ locals to protect the forests

Bittu Sahgal
Editor, Sanctuary magazine

as a part of a vibrant new climate change-ecotourism initiative.

T

HE Southwest Monsoon came down in sheets, drumming
a hard tattoo on the tin roof of the Tala Forest Rest
House in the Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve. Sitting in
the verandah, I imagined the tropical rain falling on the
Bandhavgarh Fort, pooling at Shesh Shaiya, and then flowing
down through countless streams to the verdant meadows, or
wahs, below.
It was the season of plenty. Frogs and fish would be spawning
in all the rejuvenated wetlands and marshes together with a
host of small and large creatures, vertebrate and invertebrate,
preparing to bring new life into the world. Between mid-June
and September perhaps over 1,000 mm. of rain would fall on
Bandhavgarh. And, like a gigantic sponge, the grasslands,
wetlands and sal-dominated forests of the tiger reserve would
soak up this life-giving water, store it in cavernous aquifers,
and then release it over the rest of the year through water
courses such as the Charanganga and Damnar.
Eventually, the many streams and rivulets exit our Protected
Areas like Bandhavghar to replenish the wells, ponds, lakes
and rivers upon which the lives of downstream human
communities are dependent. The accumulated nutrients from
the detritus of the forest floor are transported like clockwork
each year to restore life to tired farm soils. Without exaggeration,
our tiger forests feed millions. Whether they realise it or not,
therefore, millions of humans owe a huge debt of gratitude to
the tiger and the countless plant and animals species that so
desperately need protection today.
Most of our tiger reserves abut areas that also have a high
human population density. People in these areas lead an
extremely tough life and it stands to reason that they would
turn towards the tiger reserve to supplement their income.
What transpired in the last few decades is that industry and
urban demands stripped nature’s basket, carting away wood,
minerals and other raw materials to distant urban destinations.
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Industries set up to provide ‘employment for the rural poor’
actually ended up poisoning their soil and water and stripping
their lands. Women and children who had a tough time
collecting fuelwood and water anyway, now had to walk further
and further each day to obtain essential supplies. Basically,
with their resources taken away, people were left high and dry.
Today, they look at the tiger reserve and ask with anger:
“Who is more important? Your tiger or my child?” It’s a tragic,
but classic dilemma. Yes, tiger reserves could be opened up
and the people and cattle allowed a free run of the forest. But
how long would it take for the unfettered demand to strip
even this last remaining patch of biodiversity? And what then
would be the impact on the downstream communities whose
water and soil fertility would plummet when the few remaining
Protected Areas go the way of other degraded lands?
After fossil fuels, which release huge amounts of carbon into
the atmosphere when they are burned, the most significant
contributor to climate change and global warming is tropical
deforestation, coupled with forest fires. This is hardly surprising
when you consider the rate of global deforestation and the
huge amount of carbon locked up in every tree (depending on
the species and age this could be as high as 50 per cent by
weight). Experts suggest that the amount of above-ground
carbon in an average tropical moist forest could exceed 175
tonnes per hectare. When released, this forms carbon dioxide,
the gas that is destabilising our climate (forest destruction
also releases methane and carbon monoxide, but in much
smaller quantities).
The task before us is clear. If we do not protect tiger reserves
like Bandhavgarh, with all its biodiversity, India itself faces an
extremely uncertain future. And, in the long run, our Protected
Areas will only be saved if those living inside its borders are
offered a better life outside, where there are less stifling
restrictions on their movement and livelihood options. 
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A viable alternative
Opinion polls have suggested that Aam Aadmi Party might
cause a dent in the prospect of main national parties. Yet,
for Arvind Kejriwal and his team too, the coming election
will be a trial by fire, since now they will have to tell voters
their concrete plans and actions for future.

T

HE revelation that the fledgling Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
a brainchild of social activist turned politician Arvind
Kejriwal, is all set to make serious dent in the poll
prospects of the national parties, the Congress and the BJP in
the ensuing elections to the Delhi assembly, has been received
with consternation by leaders of the parties concerned. The
feeling of disenchantment in the minds of the electorate over
the dismal performance of the mainstream political parties
and the rampant and unchecked proliferation of corruption in
virtually every sphere of governance has culminated in a desire
to seek an alternative to these parties. This is where a party
like AAP can step in and fill the breach in a small way in the
beginning and later if dame luck smiles on it and it rises to a
position when it can reach out to the electorate at large,
especially the youth between 18 and 25 who form the majority
of the population, it can even aspire for more electoral gains
in other states as well. The decision of the Central Government
to probe AAP funding is enough indication that the political
powers are already feeling the heat and are keen to thwart its
growth and nip its poll prospects in the bud.
Witch hunting of any sort will no longer work as the voting
public are aware that parties like the Congress and the BJP,
the Communist parties and the various regional parties whose
pockets of influence are mostly the states where they are in
power can no longer be trusted to provide good, honest
governance anymore. The more the dirty tricks the UPA
government endeavours to rein in the AAP, the more will be
the resentment against such moves and this could prove to
be extremely counterproductive, especially with the elections
to the Lok Sabha due next year. The AAP too is not going to
find it easy as the only thing in its favour is that it has yet to
taste power of any kind and therefore its bonafides remain
intact. It will be a herculean task for its leaders, however, to
impress the voters as to why it should be favoured above
other parties and for this it is not enough to indulge in
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is a Bangalore-based freelance
journalist.

mudslinging against the major political formations, thereby
seeking a negative vote. Leaders like Kejriwal who have been
long on rhetoric have to give enough indications in their
manifesto as to how they propose to change the face of the
country and usher in an era of prosperity and bliss. Launching
an all out crusade against corruption and painting political
leaders in various shades of black is one thing, forming a
political party and selecting leaders and candidates with the
required skills and unimpeachable integrity is quite another.
The AAP has struck a chord with the electorate by revealing
grit and courage in exposing the black sheep who have been
looting the exchequer. Yet all that it has achieved is hogging
the limelight on prime time television and eight column
headlines in the print media. This alone should make new
political dispensations aware that what they are set to take
on is a hydra headed monster that can strike back with great
vengeance and vehemence. Even after Hazare and Kejriwal
came out with all guns blazing against corrupt netas, corruption
has by no means been curtailed as more and more scams are
emerging and all those concerned including those occupying
the highest echelons are only brazening out as they are
sufficiently thick skinned. Public memory being short the same
tainted politicians could bounce back to power as elections in
this country are more about money and muscle power than
about ideologies or governance.
However for the sake of the country where the public anger
has already begun to boil over because of lack of good
governance and a devil may care attitude of those in power, a
viable alternative to the two leading players in the political
arena, the Congress and the BJP would be a godsend. However
one has to totally discount the so called third front which
could turn out to be nothing more than a hotchpotch
combination, teeming with corrupt netas all out to reap the
benefits of power and line their own purses the kind that
cares a fig for the people or the country.
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Try to answer the questions below and send your answers along with your name, address, date of birth, school and photograph
to: “ YOUNG INDIA QUIZ” One India One People Foundation, Mahalaxmi Chambers, 4 th floor,
22, Bhulabhai Desai Road, Mumbai - 26. You can also log on to our website and answer our quiz online at
www.oneindiaonepeople.com. We will choose two winners (the Cool Champs) from all the correct entries and publish his/
her photograph and name along with the answers in our next issue. (Last date for entries: December 20, 2013)

Quiz No: 119
1. Who was the singer of the evergreen popular song Piya
Milan ko jaana?
a. Pankaj Mullick

b. Manna Dey

c. R. D. Burman

d. K. L. Saigal

2. Who is the only Dronacharya awardee in the game of
football?
a. O. M. Nambiar

b. Rajinder Singh

c. Syed Nayeemuddin

d. Yashvir Singh


Answers to Quiz # 118
QUESTION 1
Answer: (c) Mala Sen
Activist and writer, Mala Sen is the acclaimed author of
India’s Bandit queen based on the life of Phoolan Devi. She
published Death by Fire: Sati, Dowry, and Female Infanticide
in Modern India in 2002 which focused on the lives of Indian
women and the evil social customs such as sati (immolation
of a widow on her husband’s pyre), dowry system and female
infanticide. Mala Sen died on 21 May 2011.
QUESTION 2
Answer: (a) Odisha
Pattachitra is an ancient painting art of Odisha (patta means
canvas and chitra means picture). During the Jagannath
festival at Puri, three pattachitra paintings are worshipped.
The themes of Pattachitra are mainly mythological, and most
of the paintings depict events from Lord Krishna’s life.
QUESTION 3
Answer: (b) INS Shalki
INS Shalki, was the first ever indigenously built submarine
in India. Built at the Mazgaon Docks, INS Shalki was
commissioned in 1992. The building of INS Shalki was a
great boost to Indian defence services.
QUESTION 4
Answer: (c) Kerala
Spiritual guru Adi Shankaracharya who propounded the
philosophy of Advaita or non-duality, which looks at the
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3. What is the total number of one day international
matches played by Sachin Tendulkar?
a. 500

b. 650

c. 463

d. 475

4. Where are the Udayagiri and Khandagiri caves located?
a. Odisha

b. Tamil Nadu

c. Maharashtra

d. Nagaland

5. Where is India’s only Chinatown located? (Clue: OIOP,
November 2013 issue)
a. Imphal

b. Delhi

c. Shillong

d. Kolkata

individual soul and the universal soul as one and the same
and celebrates the nirguna or formless state of God. He also
composed many verses in praise of the myriad forms of God
and sought to reunite Hindu sects.
QUESTION 5
Answer: (d) Chikmagalur
It was at Chikmagalur in Karnataka that Baba Budan, a 17th
century Sufi saint, planted coffee beans on the slopes of Band
Budangiri Hills, the first ever coffee plantation in India. Know
more about the place in our October 2013 issue.
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Festival for all Seasons

AGALAND proudly lays claim to an exotic culture
that enriches the melting pot that is India. The
state is home to 16 major tribes, each with its unique
traditions and festivals. To showcase the diverse cultural
heritage of the tribes and promote inter-tribal unity,
the state government introduced the Hornbill Festival
in 2000.
The week-long festival held during the first week of
December every year is a spectacular kaleidoscope of
ethnic music, dance, arts and crafts and sports of the
different tribes. It is named after the majestic hornbill
which is closely associated with Naga culture.
The festival is organised at the Naga Heritage Village
in Kisama which is about 12 km from Kohima. It is a
great opportunity for tourists and locals alike to witness
the rituals and traditions that the various tribal people
observe through the year.
At the venue, typical Naga huts called morungs
(traditional dormitories for Naga boys) are set up.

The event also features food fairs, indigenous games, a beauty
pageant, flower shows, traditional archery contests, and a
rock concert.

The Spiritual Soul

A

RUNDHATI Subramanium is a
contemporary Indian poet who
writes in English. She has authored
three books of poetry and edited an
anthology of contemporary Indian
love poems. Her poems have been
published in various international
anthologies and journals and many
have been translated into Hindi,
Tamil, Italian and Spanish. She has
also penned a biography of Sadhguru,
an Indian yogi.
Subramanium appreciated the
sensuousness of the English language
as a child — she loved the shape
and sound of the words. She began
writing poems in school and was
encouraged by her English teachers.
She refined her craft after joining a
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writers' forum called The Poetry
Circle. This was also where she met
and became friends with prominent
poets in Mumbai like Nissim Ezekiel,
Ranjit Hoskote and Jerry Pinto.
Her skill lies in making every word
count to portray a precise image or
feeling. She lends a deep
philosophical angle to mundane daily
experiences in her poems. Having
grown up in Mumbai, the city figures
prominently in her work.
She has won the Raza Award for
Poetry (2009) and several poetry
fellowships. Apart from poetry, she
has also written columns on literature,
classical dance, theatre and culture
for newspapers like The Times of India
and The Hindu.
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The Joy of Christmas
Here are some interesting traditions associated with the festival.
 In Denmark, Christmas dinner begins
with rice pudding. The rice pudding has
an almond in it and whoever gets the
almond is assured of good luck
throughout the new year.
 In Britain, children write their letters
to Father Christmas and then throw
them into the fireplace so that they will
float up the chimney and fly to the North
Pole.
 In Italy, on the evening of the day after
Christmas, children are visited by a good
witch named Strega Buffana, who flies around the country
on a broom and leaves presents for good children and coal
for the naughty ones.
 The most beloved of Christmas hymns was composed on
Christmas Eve in 1818 by an Austrian schoolmaster named
Franz Gruber. He called it Song of Heaven. By 1854, the
song had become famous throughout the world as 'Silent
Night'.

Merry
Christmas


In France, young children leave
their shoes by the fire on Christmas Eve
for a gift from Father Christmas, while older
children and adults go to church at
midnight and then return home for a late
supper.

In Norway on Christmas Eve,
after the family’s big dinner and the opening
of presents, all the brooms in the house are hidden. The
Norwegians long ago believed that witches and
mischievous spirits came out on Christmas Eve and stole
their brooms for riding.
 Greeks do not use Christmas trees or give presents at
Christmas. A priest may throw a little cross into the village
water to drive the kallikantzaroi (goblin-like spirits) away.
To keep them from hiding in dark, dusty corners, he goes
from house to house sprinkling holy water.

Post Box Santa Claus
The joy and celebrations associated with the festival of Christmas apparently makes it a
very popular source of names. There is actually a town in Florida, USA that shares its
name with this festival! With a population of over 1000, Christmas is a very busy place
before the festival because people like to utilise its post office which sends out letters
and postcards with the postmark 'Christmas, FL'!
A city in Georgia, USA is named 'Santa Claus'! It has several Christmas related street
names like Candy Cane Rd, Prancer St. and so on.
Another town named Santa Claus is located in Indiana, USA. Home to more than 2000
residents, this town has the only post office in the world named 'Santa Claus' due to
which it is flooded with letters addressed to Santa during Christmas season. Volunteers
who call themselves 'Santa's Elves' ensure that every child receives a reply.
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T. BALASARASW
ATHI
BALASARASWA
The legendary dancer (1918-1984)

T

HE dramatic power of her abhinayam when she
lovingly beckoned the child Krishna or depicted
derision and jealousy of the neglected maiden or
implored the divine lover for reciprocation sent the audience
spellbound”, so wrote The Hindu in its issue dated 24 August
1963 (exactly 50 years ago). By the terms ‘she’ and ‘her’,
the newspaper was referring to the outstanding
Bharatanatyam dancer Balasaraswathi, reporting on her
glorious dance performance at the Edinburgh Festival in
the year 1963. Probably in the history of Indian
Performing Arts, it is impossible to delineate
Bharatanatyam from Balasaraswathi, the
last word in Abhinaya (movements
depicting specific emotions or moods).
Born in 1918 at Thanjavur, T.
Balasaraswathi (T.Stands for
Thanjavur) belonged to an
unbroken lineage of musicians and
dancers known as “Devadasis’
who served the royal court at
Thanjavur from the 18th century
onwards. In fact, Bala was a
seventh generation and the last
devadasi of her family. Her
ancestor Papammal was a
musician and dancer who was
patronised in the mid eighteenth
century by the Raja of Thanjavur.
Bala’s grandmother Veena Dhanammal
(1867-1938) is considered by many to be
the most influential musician and Veena player
of the early 20th century and her mother Jayammal
(1890-1967) was a singer who encouraged the music
training of Balasaraswathi right from her infancy. Music and
dance ran in the blood veins of Bala’s family, for her two
brothers T. Ranganathan and T. Vishwanathan became
famous Carnatic musicians both in India as well as in USA.
Her daughter Lakshmi Knight (1943-2000) became a
distinguished performer of her mother’s style of dancing.
Lakshmi’s son Aniruddha Knight continues to perform the
family style of Bharatanatyam even today and is the Art
Director of Bala Music and Dance Association, USA.
Probably Balasaraswathi was the first dancer who created
a revolution in hereditary music and dance for Bharatanatyam
by a combination of the performing arts and music.
Balasaraswathi started learning Bharatanatyam, inspired by
the legendary dancer Mylapore Gowriammal, the last
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Devadasi attached to the Kapaleeshwara Temple, Mylapore,
Madras. In the initial stages, she learnt music within the
family and her rigorous training in dance began when she
was just four, under the distinguished dance master Guru
Kandappa Pillai. Recalling her vigorous training under the
great dance Master, Bala says, “He did not hesitate to resort
to such hard methods of punishment as brandishing my hand
with burning coal, while instilling the basics in me”.
In 1925 at the age of seven, she had her Rangapravesham
(the first stage performance) at a shrine of the
Goddess Kamakshi in Kanchi and stunned the
audience with her rhythmically executed
Abhinaya.
In course of time, as she matured she
became even more adept with both
Nritta
(non-representational
movements) and Abhinaya.
Bala was the first perfomer of the
traditional style of Bharatanatyam
outside South India, performing for
the first time in Calcutta in 1934.
Thereafter she went on to a global
career that attracted international
critical attention and the respect
of great dance Masters such as
Shambu Maharaj, Dame Margot
Fonteyn, Martha Graham and Merce
Cunningham.
Through her international engagements
as well as through her performances in
India especially in Chennai, Bala not only
exposed countless audiences to the traditional
style of Bharatanatyam but also trained new
practitioners of the art. In India also Balasaraswathi’s fame
as a Bharatanatyam dancer spread so far and wide that the
veteran film producer from Kolkata Satyajit Ray made a
documentary film on Balasaraswathi in 1976 under the title
“Bala”. Some rare glimpses of her personal life are found in
a book titled Balasaraswathi – Her Art and Life, written by
her American son-in-law Douglas Knight, which was launched
in Chennai in December 2011.
Battling various forms of ill health - malfunctioning thyroid,
tuberculosis, rheumatoid swelling, diabetes and cancer Balasaraswathi never allowed her illness to get in the way
of practicing and performing of her shows.
She passed away on 9 February 1984.
– B. M. N. Murthy
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MANNA DE
The versatile musician (1919 – 2013)

B

ORN on 1 May 1919, Manna De was originally
christened Probodh Chandra Dey. But his nickname
Manna saw him through his 3500-and-odd songs
in Hindi and other Indian languages and 2500 songs in
Bengali. When he was studying in Scottish Church College,
he would sing aloud during breaks to entertain his peers,
keeping time by beating on the desks. He did not take
music seriously. His interests lay in combat games like
boxing and wrestling, in team sports like cricket and
football and in flying kites.
His talent was carefully nurtured by his uncle
Sangeet Acharya Krishna Chandra Dey
who turned blind at 13 and became an
established singer and music director
at 18. Manna-da’s first lessons were
under his uncle, and later Ustad
Dabir Khan. He stood first for three
consecutive years in three different
categories of inter-collegiate
singing competitions. “I owe
whatever I have achieved as a
singer to my uncle. He not only
coached me in music and was my
friend, philosopher and guide, but
he also saw that I kept the company
of people who would not distract me
from music. He was strict but he never
used harsh punishment,” Manna-da
would recall.
Manna Dey’s career in playback singing began
after he came to Mumbai with his uncle and
mentor. In 1943, he got his first break to sing a duet
with a very young Suraiya in Tamanna. The song was an
instant hit. In Mashaal (1950) Manna Dey sang ‘Upar
gagan vishal’ composed by S.D. Burman. In 1952, he
sang for a Bengali and a Marathi film of the same name
and storyline – Amar Bhupali.
One day, uncle Krishna Chandra Dey asked Manna-da to
attend the shooting of a film to find out how a film song is
shot, how music for a song to be picturised is composed
and why, how the playback singer should express the
emotions of the actor on screen with his voice, soft for
romantic numbers, bass for robust songs, thick for chorus
numbers, etc. Manna-da joined Laxmi Productions, which
later became Filmistan, as an assistant music director for
five years under S.D. Burman. His desire to become a music
director did not stop him from regular training and riyaaz
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under Ustad Aman Ali Khan and Ustad Abdul Rahman Khan.
His repertoire includes songs in Gujarati, Marathi and even
Bhojpuri. He could fluidly switch from complex classicalbased numbers to qawalis and ghazals to bhajans and light
numbers. “I saw my uncle singing kirtan and people wiping
their tears. I felt why I could not have this kind of involvement
in singing. He modelled his music in a way that the common
man could listen and identify with. He migrated to Mumbai
and soon after, pulled me there, marking a turning point
in my life and career,” says Manna-da.
Manna Dey captivated music lovers across
generations with his timeless renditions
Lapaka Jhapaka Tu Aarey Bhadharwa,
Sur Na Saje, Kya Gaaoon Main,
Laaga Chunari Mein Daag, Pyar
Hua Iqraar Hua Hai, Tu Pyar Ka
Saagar Hai, Puccho Naa Kaise
Maine Raina Bitaye, Naa Toh
Carvaan Ki Talaash Hai and Aao
Twist Karein. “I am perhaps the
only singer to insist on
rehearsals before recordings. I
am particular about the text of
the song. To sing in Hindustani
or Urdu was a challenge because
I was a Bengali born and brought
up in Kolkata. The music of a song
expresses the emotion and the mood
of the lyrics. My work was to bring alive
the words the lyricist had composed,” he
detailed. Alongside other titles and awards,
he was bestowed the Dadasaheb Phalke Award
in 2009, long after it was due.
Some of the more memorable films he sang for are Awara,
Do Bigha Zamin, Mera Naam Joker, Bobby, Waqt, Zanzeer,
Padosan and Sholay. He pioneered a new genre in Indian
music where he infused Indian classical music within a pop
frame work. His experiments with western music have
produced unforgettable melodies. The Chatura Naar song in
Padosan, Manna Dey said, took 12 hours to record. His
autobiography, Jeeboner Jolshaghorey was published in 2005
and was translated into English, Hindi and Marathi. A famous
restaurant chain serving Bengali cuisine in Kolkata is named
after a famous Bengali song he sang – Bhojohori Manna.
The passing away of Manna De marks the end of an era. 
– Shoma A. Chatterji
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NAIB SUBEDAR CHUNI LAL AC, V rC, SM
Display of excellent leadership (1968-2007)
During training he excelled in military subjects and
displayed potential of a true soldier.

N

AIB Subedar Chuni Lal was born in 1968 in
Bhadarwar and lived in Bhaar village in Doda district
of Jammu. He joined 8 J & K L I in 1984. In 1987,
the unit was deployed in Siachen area. Seventy kms long
and 1 to 2.5 kms wide, Siachen Glacier is the second largest
glacier in the world and is situated between the
Saltoro Ridge and Karakoram Range. The
height varies from 11875 to 18875 ft.
Pakistan started permitting expeditions in
this area and had plans to occupy it.
In 1984, India took preemptive action
and launched Operation Meghdoot
to occupy Saltoro Ridge. Sia La and
Bilfond La were occupied by India
and Gyong La was with Pakistan.
In 1987, Special Services Group
(SSG) of Pakistan Army carried out
an assault and established a post
at the crust of the Saltoro Ridge
inside Indian territory. Pakistan
named this post Quaid Post after the
founder of Pakistan. This post
provided good all round observation and
Pakistan could interfere with movement
of troops and supply by helicopters. On
18 April 1987, one JCO and five soldiers
were killed by fire from Quaid Post. Quaid
Post at a height of 21153 ft had to be taken.
Wind velocity of 40 to 60 kms is common and all
liquids get frozen at extreme temperatures.
Lt Rajiv Pande took out a patrol on 29 April to find out the
strength and dispositions of the enemy. Nine men including
Pande were killed by enemy fire as they reached near the
objective after climbing a1500 feet vertical cliff. Lt Pande
was awarded VrC. Two more attempts on 23 and 25 June
were aborted.
The enemy had to be cleard from this post. Chuni Lal joined
a team of volunteers led by Naib Subedar (later Honorary
Captain) Bana Singh. The rope fixed by Pande could not be
found due to heavy snow. The team climbed to the top
under the leadership of Bana Singh, closed in with the post
and killed the enemy in the bunker. Bana Singh was awarded
PVC and Chuni Lal was awarded Sena Medal (SM).
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In 1999, he was in command of a post in the Poonch sector
which was attacked by Pakistani intruders. He displayed
exemplary bravery in defeating the enemy attack on the post
and shot dead two attackers in hand to hand combat. His
quick reaction resulted in the killing of 12 militants and
saved the post from capture by the enemy. He was awarded
Vr C for his valiant action.
On 24 June 2007, his unit was deployed in Kupwara
district in J & K. He was in command of a post at
a height of 14000 feet. The temperature was
-5 degrees and the visibility was about 5
metres in the cloudy night. At 3.30 am,
he noticed some activity across the
fence and deployed his men resulting
in exchange of fire. The fire
continued for about an hour.
He surrounded the suspected area
and started searching for the
hostiles. Fire came from a bushy
patch. Chuni’s soldiers closed in
and killed two militants. Two of
his own soldiers were injured and
were lying close to the patch held
by the enemy. Chuni Lal crawled
upto the injured men and pulled them
to safety. He continued to search the
area and shot down the third militant
trying to escape.
He received a bullet injury in the abdomen
and took position behind a rock. He continued
to fire at the militants in spite of having lost
considerable blood. He did not allow any of the intruders
to escape and the two remaining enemies were also
eliminated. He died before he could be evacuated by
helicopter. He was awarded Ashok Chakra (AC) on 15 August
2007 for demonstrating battlefield leadership to eliminate
the attackers.
He is survived by his wife and three children. His wife
received the medal from the President on 26 January 2008.
His memorial has been erected at Gotha Park in Bhaderwah.
It was unveiled by Major General J P Alex, Colonel
Commandant of the JAK LI Regiment in the presence of his
wife and children. 

– Brigadier Suresh Chandra Sharma (retd)
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